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The Crockett Rocket is printed by offset and published once per month. The deadline for advertisement and article submission in The Crockett Rocket 
is the last Friday of every month. Submissions received after that date will be published in the following scheduled publication.

Secretary of State Tre Hargett presents library Linda Rice with a ceremonial check commemorating the award of a 
technology grant to the Crockett Memorial Library.

Library Receives Technology Grant
Secretary of State Tre 

Hargett presented a grant to 
Crockett Memorial Library 
in Alamo recently.

The technology grant from 
the Tennessee State Library 
and Archives is for public li-

braries to replace or purchase 
technology, including com-
puters, software, networking 
hardware or peripherals.

The State Library and Ar-
chives is awarding more 
than $350,000 in technology 

grants across the state.
 “Access to technology is 

something many of us take 
for granted,” Secretary of 
State Tre Hargett said. “Our 
public libraries across the 
state play a pivotal role in 

connecting Tennesseans. I’m 
proud of the role the Ten-
nessee Library and Archives 
plays in increasing access 
to technology and education 
across the entire state.”

Book Circle to Review Where the Crawdads 
Sing at Crockett Memorial Library

Crockett County Book Cir-
cle invites you to join our 
group as we take a literary 
journey to the bayous of Lou-
isiana with Nancy Harper as 
she reviews the best-selling 
book Where the Crawdads 
Sing by Delia Owen. Book 
Circle will meet October 16 
at 2 P.M. in the conference 
room of Crockett Memorial 
Library.

This book is the story of 
a young girl who is aban-
doned by her family in the 
remote marshes of Louisi-
ana. Although she is shunned 
by those who live nearby, 
she survives, but is later ac-
cused of murder. This book 
includes vivid descriptions 
of the fl ora and fauna of the 
Louisiana marsh country.

Book Circle, sponsored by 
Crockett County Friends of 
the Library, is an informal 
group of readers who meet 
quarterly to discuss a book. 
Everyone who enjoys read-
ing and discussing books is 
invited to attend the meet-
ings at Crockett Memori-
al Library on East Church 
Street in Alamo.

Two more sessions in the 
yearly cycle are already 
scheduled. In January, the 
book The Last Act by Brad 
Parks will be reviewed by 
former U.S. Army Chaplain 
Barry Presley from Browns-
ville. The April review of Be-
fore We Were Yours by Lisa 
Wingate will be reviewed by 
Judy Poston, writer for the 
Crockett Rocket.



Page 4The Crockett Rocket - October 2019 www.TheCrockettNews.com

A Celebration of Duty, Honor, 
Family and Country 

BY JUDY POSTON
Labor Day, 2019. It was only 

10:00 in the morning, but the day 
was already as hot and humid as 
they come in West Tennessee. 
However, no one present seemed 
to mind as they set up lawn chairs, 
put up their umbrellas as protection 
from the warm sun, and fanned with 
their programs. Dressed in patriotic 
red, white, and blue, the hundreds 
that gathered just across the way 
from Maury City’s First Baptist 
Church, in the town’s park, greeted 
neighbors and kin, took snapshots 
with their cell phones of dignitaries, 
watched TV cameras being set up, 
and kept an eye on the drape-cov-
ered monument with the big red 
ribbon – the reason many had trav-
eled from as far away as Nashville 
and as close as down the street to 
be in attendance. Family members 
and those who had attended classes 
and played basketball at Crockett 
High School with the 13 children 
of Minnie Pearl Jurnett came from 
near and far, wanting to be home for 
the holiday week-end, desiring to 
see the family honored. The town’s 
city workers had labored for weeks 
preparing for the day. The park and 
surrounding area never looked bet-
ter. Periodically, a breeze would 
sweep across the park and a whis-
pered prayer of “Thank you, Jesus” 
followed by an agreeable “Amen” 
could be heard. “The LORD knows 
just what is needed and when to 
send it,” someone explained.

Margie Gordon-Somers, sister 
of the Jurnett brothers, served as 
Mistress of Ceremonies, recalling a 
time past when she served as their 
baby-sitter, feeding and disciplin-
ing the boys as their mother worked 
long hours to provide for her fam-
ily. Margie recognized all veterans 
present, asking them to stand. The 
crowd responded with applause, an 

offering of thanksgiving for what 
they had given in service to our na-
tion.

AMVETS Post 1776, under the 
command of Master Gunner Ser-
geant Jim Ferguson, USMC Re-
tired, posted the colors of the fl ag 
and presented a 21 Gun Salute. The 
crowd stood at attention as Tammy 
Wade’s rendition of the national 
anthem thrilled and inspired. Pas-
tor Doctor Lenwood Reed gave 
the invocation, offering thanks for 
those who aid in “the security of our 
borders and the preservation of the 
United States.” Maury City Mayor 
Rayce Castellaw welcomed those in 
attendance.

Retired Lt. General John “Glad” 
Castellaw paid tribute to the Jur-

netts as a family “united by love, 
sustained by faith...hard-working 
salt of the earth folks...people who 

have made our country the great na-
tion it is.” He described the family 
as having “come up in hard times” 
saying “there wasn’t a lot... but they 
shared what they had.” He also not-
ed that the multitude, who came to-
gether to celebrate the fi ve brothers 
who were part of a half a million 
members of the military involved in 
pushing Saddam out of Kuwait, was 
made up of “brown, black, yellow, 
and white,” representing the diver-
sity that is a major strength of our 
great nation.”

Ron Bottomley, Commander AM-
VETS, Post 1776, of which Tommy 
Jurnett is a member, and Retired 

Mastery Gunnery Sergeant Jim 
Ferguson, also with the AMVETS 
spoke at the ceremony as well. It 
was noted that the three rounds 
fi red during the 21 gun salute repre-
sent duty, honor, and country. These 
were collected and presented to 
Minnie Pearl, the much loved ma-
triarch of the Jurnett family.

Each brother, in turn, took their 
place at the podium to address the 
crowd, expressing appreciation for 
those attending and for their moth-
er. Specialist Keith Jurnett (USA) 
quoted his mother who he said 
taught him, “People don’t HAVE 
to do for you.” He added, “Thank 
you! I’m blown away. This IS a big 
deal.”

Sergeant First Class Terry Jurnett 
(USA Retired) thanked those at-
tending who, he recognized, “took 
time out of their schedule to come.” 
He expressed his love for his fa-
ther, Bobby Yancy, who was also 
in attendance, recalling his advice, 
“Do your job. Do your best.” Ter-
ry also told of his appreciation for 
the Black, Jordan, and East families 
who “helped the family” as the chil-
dren were growing up and Crockett 
High School teachers Lana Nichols 
and Tommy Harper for the roles 
they played in their early lives.

Staff Sergeant Tommy Jurnett 
(USA) paid tribute to all veterans 
who make sacrifi ces, including 
leaving their families behind to go 
to combat. The brothers praised the 
United States Military as being “the 
greatest fi ghting force in the world.”

Sergeant First Class William Jur-
nett (USA Retired) and Chief Pet-
ty Offi cer Kenneth Jurnett (USN 
Retired) added their appreciation, 
thanking God, those who donated 
for the monument, others who had 
participated in any way, and the au-
dience who listened attentively. A 
special relative, “Uncle Tony” was 
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lauded for the wisdom and good 
advise he shared in Bible studies 
– a man whom his young nephews 
looked up to and “didn’t want to 
disappoint.”

The brothers chose this time to 
present their mother with a bouquet 
of thirteen roses – twelve red and 
one white. The roses symbolized 
her thirteen children, “twelve serv-
ing God while one is with God.”

Special thanks and recognition 
was given to city board members 
Billy Gibson, Letha Johnson, and 
Bobby Wells, who made up the 
planning committee for the monu-
ment, as well as Billy’s daughter, 
Stacy, whose assistance with fund-
raising, proved invaluable. Mrs. Pat 
Buress read a proclamation from 
Tennessee’s governor designating 
September 2, “A Day of Recogni-
tion for the Jurnett Family.”

Larry Simmons, of Crockett 
County Veterans’ Assistance Offi ce, 
stated the Jurnett Brothers were 
“most representative of duty, honor, 
and country.”

The morning ceremony ended 
with the ribbon cutting and un-

veiling of the beautiful monument 
before everyone adjourned for the 
short drive to Maury City Elemen-
tary for fellowship and refresh-
ments in the school’s cafeteria.

Throughout the day and in the 
days to follow, others stopped by 
to view the awe – inspiring mon-
ument, read its inscription, rest 
on nearby benches, and enjoy the 
beauty of the newly planted fl owers 
inspired by Minnie Pearl Jurnett. 
As summer changes to fall and au-

tumn becomes winter, followed by 
spring and a new year, future gen-
erations will stop to recall the sac-
rifi ces made by one family and feel 
their hearts swell in gratitude for 
those who have answered the call to 
serve.

The day’s events were a bless-
ing to all who attended the special 
event. Each one went home with a 
renewed sense of pride in the na-
tion, its military, and fi ve home-
town heroes – a part of “the greatest 

fi ghting force in the world.”
Thank you to Tommy, Terry, 

Keith, Kenneth, and William and 
all United States Veterans for your 
service to this great country.

What follows is an article reprint-
ed from the August 2017 issue of 
the Crockett Rocket entitled, “Lit-
tle But Love...” It is a tribute to the 
Mom who saw fi ve sons go off to 
war and to the brothers who fought 
for freedom in Operation Desert 
Storm.
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Little But Love
BY JUDY POSTON

Yellow ribbons, red, white, and 
blue fashions, and brown, leather 
bomber jackets were in vogue.  On 
the radio, Country Crooner Aaron 
Tippin sang  “You’ve Got to Stand 
For Something (Or You’ll Fall for 
Anything).”  That tune joined Lee 
Greenwood’s signature “God Bless 
the U.S.A.” to become the rallying 
cry of a nation whose population sat 
on their living room couches glued 
to their television sets watching the 
nightly broadcast of live images of 
America’s Patriot Missiles inter-
cepting Iraqi “Scud” missiles.  The 
Crockett County community gath-
ered with county offi cials, church 
pastors, and The Jones Family, in 
the high school gym on a Sunday af-
ternoon to hear patriotic songs and 
to pray for the safety and success of 
the country’s military who fought 
under the command of “Storm-
in’ Norman” Schwarzkoft.  And 
while the “Stars and Stripes” waved 
proudly from many front porches, 
not one but fi ve American fl ags fl ew 
above one small, white frame house, 
on Birmingham Road near Maury 
City, that was the modest, country 
home of Minnie Pearl Jurnett.  As 
she sat on her sofa each evening, 
watching the glow of the missiles 
shoot across the desert’s night-time 
sky in the far away land pictured on 
TV, she clasped her hands a little 
tighter and prayed a little harder for 
she had much invested in the fi ght 

for freedom that was titled “Opera-
tion Desert Storm.”

As a little girl, Minnie Pearl Jur-
nett, played “movie star.”  She  
would pretend that she was actress 
and singer Lena Horne.  As an adult, 
she worked daily as a housekeeper 
for some 32 years to provide for her 
family of 13 children.  Her parents, 
Jim and Minnie Andrews, were a 
constant in the life of the large fam-
ily.  Minnie Pearl’s daughter, Daph-
ne, recalls that her grandmother 
was especially talented in “making 
something out of nothing,” explain-
ing that there were times when the 
family would think there was not a 
thing to eat in the kitchen only for 
her grandmother to take what she 
could fi nd, add a little love, and 
make a full meal that proved to be 
tasty and delicious.  She watched her 
grandfather walk miles in the cold, 
rain, and snow to both church, for 
worship, and the store for fetching 
food, diapers, milk – whatever the 
family needed.  The children grew 
up chopping cotton in the summer 
to supplement the family income.  
Daphne spent much of her child-
hood unwell and required surgery at 
Memphis’ William F. Bold Hospi-
tal.  One morning, Minnie Pearl said 
good-bye to her son Tracy who was 
spending the day with friends on a 
fi eld trip at Lexington’s Beech Lake.  
It would prove to be her last interac-
tion with her son as Tracy died that 
day in a tragic accident.

In addition to keeping house for 
Mr. and Mrs. Finis Jordan, Min-
nie Pearl also worked in the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Moss Cher-
ry, helping that family with house 
cleaning, starting to work for them 
when she was only 21 years old.  It 

was at that time, the late Lana Moss 
Cherry Nichols remembered, that 
“a close bond began to develop” be-
tween the two women.  Lana began 
teaching at Crockett High School in 
1967 and had one of Minnie Pearl’s 
children in her American History 
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Class each year for the duration of 
the time she taught at Maury City.  
Mrs. Nichols, or “Mama Nic” as 
she was fondly known by her stu-
dents, thought so much of the Jur-
nett family, especially her friend, 
Minnie Pearl, that while sick and 
in the hospital, she made the effort 
to write a tribute to the family to 
be read, in her absence, at a special 
school program.

Of Minnie Pearl’s son, Terry, 
Lana wrote, “Boy, did Pearl and I 
have trouble with him – always tell-
ing us stories about why he wasn’t 
at school.  But it didn’t take long, 
with a little cooperation on Pearl’s 
and my part, that we put a stop to 
that.”

Lana recalls noticing that Pearl’s 
son William’s “pretty white front 
teeth had cavities in them.”  The 
caring teacher took it upon herself 
to obtain free dental service at the 
Maury City Dental Clinic.  Howev-
er, she had never given it a thought 
that William would refuse the care 
because he thought “it would hurt 
too much.”  But William had not 
taken into accout the determination 
of Mrs. Nichols.  Here in her own 
words is the rest of the story, “In 
1974, I had a long, black Lincoln 
Mark IV.  No one was ever given 
permission to drive that car but me.  
I told William if he would go get his 
teeth fi xed, I would let him drive 
my car to town for every appoint-
ment.”  She continued, “You know 
the rest of the story.  It wasn’t fun 
going to the dentist, but, what fun 
it was going through town being a 
‘big shot.’”

Lana’s own son, William, enjoyed 
a close friendship with Pearl’s son, 
Kenneth, the two playing with toy 
tractors and construction equipment 
when they were small.  When Lana 
and Bill decided to take a vacation to 
Hawaii, Minnie Pearl and Kenneth 
stayed in their home with William, 
the boys enjoying Pearl serving up 
heaping helpings of her delicious 
cooking and, on Saturday night, 
much to their delight, dancing for 
the eight-year olds to the sounds of 
“Soul Train” on TV.  Allowing the 
boys the treat of staying up all night 
unsupervised, Pearl realized her 
mistake the next morning when she 

awoke to fi nd a huge ink stain on 
the carpet.  While playing “offi ce,” 
the two boys spilled all of William’s 
mom’s ink, then tried soaking it up 
before Kenneth’s mom discovered 
the irreversible damage.

It was in 1974, that Tommy, teas-
ingly but lovingly called the “head 
honcho,” by his younger brothers, 
graduated from high school and 
signed up to join the U.S. Army, 
being stationed for a time in Ko-
rea.  Tommy, while away serving 
his country, faithfully sent home 
money from his wages to help 
his mother purchase school sup-
plies, clothes, and class rings for 
his younger siblings.  It was also 
Tommy who, in letters and during 
furloughs back home, bragged 
about life in the service to his im-
pressionable, younger brothers, 
infl uencing them to follow in his 
footsteps.

One by one, Tommy’s brothers 
joined the service until four more 
of Pearl’s boys were employed by 
Uncle Sam.  William and Terry, 
too, joined the Army just as Tom-
my had before them.  Kenneth en-
listed with the Navy and  youngest 
son, Keith, who had experienced a 
diffi cult time adjusting to life after 
his brother, Tracy, passed away, 
also decided Army life was the life 
for him.  Lana recalled the day, 
shortly before Christmas, when 
Keith stopped by the school to tell 
her good-bye.  She said, “I wanted 
to hug him but just couldn’t em-

barrass such a sharp looking young 
Army soldier.”

Army Staff Sergeant Terry Jur-
nett was the fi rst of Pearl’s sons to 
be deployed to the Gulf with his ar-
tillary unit shortly after Iraq invad-

ed Kuwait in August, 1990.  The 
following month, William, also an 
Army Staff Sergeant, followed his 
brother into the desert sands with 
his artillary unit.  Next, Kenneth 
headed for the Middle East aboard 
the battleship, Missouri.  On the 
December day that Keith bid Mrs. 
Nichols farewell, he told her that 
he, too, would be leaving to serve 
in Desert Storm after the fi rst of the 
year.  Tommy, by this time a Nash-
ville police offi cer, who remained 
in the Army Reserves, left for ser-
vice in the Persian Gulf as a supply 
specialist in February.

Minnie Pearl Jurnett was a fi ve-
star mom.  The Veterans of Foreign 
Wars sent her fi ve blue service stars 
to display in her home.  One star is 
awarded to families for each mem-
ber who serves their nation in the 
Armed Forces during any period 
of war or hostilities that the Unit-
ed States may be engaged in.  Then 
U.S. Representative John Tanner 
was quoted as saying of Pearl, 
“She is making a great personal 
sacrifi ce and is one of the most pa-
triotic mothers in the country.”

News agencies, national mag-
azines and newspapers from all 
over the country beat a path to 
Pearl’s door fi lling her front yard 

with cameras and reporters.  Re-
quests for interviews came from 
all over.  It was much as Minnie 
Pearl had pretended as a young 
child playing “movie star.”  She 
was fl own to new York.  Her lim-
ousine was surrounded by people 
eager to greet her.  She received 
letters from grateful citizens all 
over the country.  The proud moth-
er told The National Enquirer, “I 
am incredibly proud of those boys.  
They are all good soldiers.  Ameri-
ca can count on my boys to do their 
duty.  Saddam,” she said, “had bet-
ter watch out.”

All the attention in the world, 
however, could not erase sleepless 
nights spent praying for her chil-
dren.  She often was found busying 
herself with cleaning an already 
spotless house.  In interviews, her 
sentences would sometimes trail 
off in tears.  When news reached 
her ears of a ceasefi re, Pearl was 
elated. She and her family fully 
supported the war.  However, a 
quick resolution was an answer to 
prayer.  Her boys were safe.

In a Jackson Sun interview, the 
humble mother told the report-
er, “...We’ve never had much but 
we’ve always been close....They 
act like they’re crazy about me, 
like there’s nothing they wouldn’t 
do for me.”

Now, there was a reunion to look 
forward to.

The Associated Press labeled 
it a “Joyous July 4th Homecom-
ing,” and Pearl told reporters that 
memories of the gathering were 
something she would long cher-
ish.  “They wrestled and one tried 
to outdo the other...,” she said.  A 
basketball hoop went up on the 
front lawn along with a challenge.  
Kenneth said, “I played a little, 
but mostly I just ate – burgers and 
more burgers.”

One newspaper, which shared 
the story of the Jurnetts, began by 
telling of Pearl, “She had little but 
love to offer her children, so when 
5 of them joined the military, she 
was proud.  Her boys would go 
places.”  And go places they have, 
continuing to make their mother 
proud of their service and their ac-
complishments.
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Today, Minnie Pearl’s family has 
grown to include 32 grandchildren 
and 47 great-grandchildren.  There 
are those in this number who, fol-
lowing the family tradition, have 
joined the Armed Forces in ser-
vice to their country.  One grand-
child, Keith’s daughter, is named 
“Storm,” for the country’s military 
operation that so affected her fam-
ily’s lives.  William presently lives 
in Crockett County while Tommy, 
Terry, Kenneth, and Keith all re-
side and work in Nashville.

Daphne keeps a treasured scrap-
book fi lled with newpaper articles, 
pictures, letters, and other memo-
ribilia that detail the story of her 
family.  Inside are clippings saved 
from various sources that list oth-
ers from Crockett County who 
served in Desert Storm.  As the na-
tion observes the 27th anniversary 
of the beginning of Desert Storm 
this month, the Crockett Rocket sa-
lutes these military personnel and 
their families which, in addition to 
the fi ve Jurnetts, include:

Randy Clark
Thomas Lucy
Gregory Lynn Lents
Dwight Maness
Charlie G. Dupree
Robert Sanderson
Phillip S. Carter
Todd Grant
Kenneth Nance
Bill D. Vaden
Eric Tomlinson
Luther Potts
Brian Cook
Jack French
Sean Dupree
Kevin Jones

As a white index card saved 
in Daphne’s scrapbook, written 
and signed in pencil by Destiny 
Mitchum, a young student at the 
time, reads, “Thank you for fi ghting 
for America.”

*Thank you to Minnie Pearl’s 
daughter, Daphne Yancy, who wrote 
her own version of her family’s sto-
ry, from which I borrowed heavily 
for details included in this story.

Crockett Chi Omegas
Crockett County Chi Omegas at The University of Tennessee, Martin 
(form left) New Alumni Kadye Love, Active Ansley Smith, New 
Members Danni Fewell and Hadleigh Arnold, and Active Emma 
Hilliard.
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Crockett County Teacher Stacey McAdams 
Participates in WestTeach Program

Stacey McAdams, a school counselor who also 
teaches guidance and gifted enrichment at Bells 
Elementary School, is a member of the second 
WestTeach class, sponsored by the University 
of Tennessee at Martin’s WestStar Leadership 
Program. McAdams is one of 22 educators from 
across the region to participate in the 2019-20 
program, which seeks to connect West Tennes-
see’s teachers with the region’s communities 
and industries and give them increased insight 
into the economic needs and opportunities of the 
area.

The program, founded in 2018, provides pro-
fessional development for participants over a 
fi ve-month period. Program sessions are held 
across West Tennessee, and topics include West 

Tennessee Agriculture (held Aug. 26 in Martin), 
entrepreneurship in West Tennessee (held Aug. 
27 in Union City), the humanity of leadership 
(Sept. 24 in Jackson), partnerships for economic 
development (Oct. 29 in Dyersburg) and industry 
tours (Nov. 26 in Covington and Brownsville).

All applicants were nominated by their princi-
pal and the director or superintendent of schools. 
Selection is based on leadership achievements 
and the potential to contribute to the region’s ed-
ucation system. One teacher per school district 
is selected with no more than 30 members per 
class.

For more information, contact Virginia Grimes, 
WestStar program coordinator, at 731-881-7298 
or email vgrimes@utm.edu. 
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F
U
N

FALL 
PICKIN’

BY JUDY POSTON
Summer had almost reached its end, but, it was still a very warm Sep-

tember Saturday that he headed east on Interstate 40, pulling off at Exit 93, 
following the signs for a farm sale.  As he reached his destination, before 
he had even turned off the key in the ignition of his pickup, he saw it.  It 
was love at fi rst sight.  A relic from the past to be sure, but, he wondered, 
“Could it still do a day’s work?”  Glenn Allen was determined to fi nd out.

He made his purchase, buying it for next to nothing.  Still not knowing if 
it would run, he brought the 1953 Minneapolis Moline one row corn picker 
home to Crockett County.  Much to Glenn’s delight, replacing a chain was 
just about the only work needed.  The corn picker was already greased and, 
now, ready to go to the fi eld.

Glenn’s young friend, Patrick Horner, picked corn on a sunny afternoon 
with fall defi nitely in the air.   Glenn waited his turn to pick.  His good 
friend, Jane Harden, he said, loved old farm machinery and couldn’t wait 
to see it run.  A piece of the past – still able to pick today.  Got a tale of your 
own about an antique farm implement brought back to life?  Shucks, give 
Glenn a call.  He’ll be all ears!

MCES celebrates studying apples with an apple 
tasting party as well as a visit from Johnny Apple-
seed, AKA Jack French.

Students Enjoy 
Annual Visit
with Mr.

Lions, Tigers, and Bears, oh my! Cub Scout Pack 53 
marched proudly in CCHS homecoming parade. Next up: 
October Camp-out!

Ho
me

co
mi

ng
20

19
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Assistant Coach Jenny Wede (left) and Head Coach Doug Wede 
(right), Player Kristen Lewis with parents Jason and Candida Lewis, 
Player Sarah “Kat” Cherry with parents Johnny and Nancy Cherry, 
Player Casey Thornton with parents Regen and Laura Thornton, 
Player Ester Procopio with parent Isabel Procopio, Player Libby 
McBride with parent Bridget McBride.

Lady Cavs Honor 
8th Grade Soccer 

Players
A fun night was had in Crockett County Soccer as we honored the 8th 

grade Lady Cavaliers for 2019.
This group of 8th graders had a chance to lead our team to certain confi -

dence and success throughout the 2019 campaign.
In our last practice, 8th graders addressed their teammates in the tradi-

tional “One Last Pass” where they are able to pass on the wisdom they 
have gained throughout middle school by giving a speech to the under-
class. This moment was tear jerking and eye opening to the leadership we 
already see in them.

Then, at the game, Coach Jenny Wede was able to present the ladies 
to the fans by telling them some information about them, of these ladies 
having aspirations of careers ranging from Veterinarian to being a teacher. 
They also had fun on the side by telling their favorite Disney princesses of 
Belle, Moana, and Rapunzel.

What a diverse and fantastic group of ladies that we are honored to coach 
here at Crockett County Middle School!

Lady Cavs Win 3 of Last 4 Games
The middle school girls soccer 

team fi nished their season 5-5 re-
cently.

Our last four games of the season 
we outscored our opponents 10-3 
and won three of the four of those 
games. This was a great way to fi n-
ish our season!

The team was led by captains: 
Sarah Cherry, Stephanie Joyner and 
Casey Thornton.

“I cannot tell you how proud I am 
of every soccer play for the middle 

school Lady Cavalier soccer team,” 
said Coach Doug Wede. “We played 
to the end in every game, and we 
pulled out some enormous wins 
through the hard work and determi-
nation of these young ladies. 

“I appreciate all of their work eth-
ic and know it will translate to the 
classroom and beyond for years to 
come.” 

Because of injuries throughout 
the season, the Lady Cavs were 
able to utilize younger talent. This 

may not have produced big wins, 
but it “produced big talent for 
Lady Cavalier Soccer to build on 
for the coming years,” Wede said.
Thank you to the parents for your 

support – “great parents,” Wede 
said, “are the foundation of the 
great program we have for middle 
school soccer.”

Common Cancer Risks
You Can Control

No person, regardless of gen-
der, age, ethnicity, or economic 
background, is invulnerable to 
cancer. According to the World 
Health Organization, cancer 
is the second leading cause of 
death across the globe. In fact, 
about one in every six deaths 
worldwide is due to cancer.

But cancer is not an unbeat-
able adversary. The WHO notes 
that around one-third of deaths 
from cancer are due to fi ve be-
havioral and dietary risks that 

can be avoided, including:
• high body mass index,
• low fruit and vegetable intake,
• lack of physical activity,
• tobacco use, and
• alcohol consumption. 

By taking steps to maintain 
a healthy weight, millions of 
people can reduce their risk for 
cancer. The same can be said 
for people who resolve to quit 
smoking, or avoid tobacco use 
entirely, and consume alcohol 
in moderation, if at all.
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NOAH’s Third Annual
Fall Fashion Show

BY JUDY POSTON
NOAH’S third annual fall fashion show 

was held in the Activity Building at Ala-
mo’s First United Methodist Church.  It 
was a lovely weekend afternoon as ladies 
from across the county greeted one another 
with hugs, smiles, and laughter, choosing 
their seats, settling in at their tables, chat-
ting away as they waited for the fi rst of the 
lovely models to take their walk down the 
“runway.”

Miss Tennessee, Brianna Mason, who 
was introduced by Mary Marvin, chair 
of NOAH’S Board of Directors, served 
as Mistress of Ceremonies for the special 
“sold-out” event.  Sissy Davis led in prayer 
before attendees dined on a delicious lun-
cheon catered by Brandon Maddux.

Local models representing Deep South-
ern Class, Doris Ann’s, Emma Grace’s, 
Farmer’s Daughter, Meri’s Boutique, Mer-
le Norman and Just for You, Trends and 
Traditions, and Vine and Branch showed 
off lovely fashions in the latest fall colors 
and trends that made all present long for 
cooler weather, Friday night Cavalier foot-
ball, hay rides, bonfi res, and other annual 
autumn events that have Crockett County 
folk celebrating the season of harvest.

Mothers, daughters, and granddaughters 
modeled exciting clothes that demonstrat-
ed to those in attendance why gals from 
all over West Tennessee make the drive to 
Crockett County to check out its shops and 
boutiques.  Even Miss Tennessee revealed 
that, during the upcoming Miss America 
Pageant, to be fi lmed in New York, during 
the month of December, she will be wear-
ing fashions from selected from Deep 
Southern Class.

NOAH’S Board of Directors thanks all 
of the shops, models, sponsors, volunteers, 
and attendees for their faithful support of  
NOAH.  Thank you to Crockett County, 
where its always in fashion to love and 
lend support to those neighbors in need of 
a helping hand.

Lots of sweet volunteers 
from throughout the 
county helped NOAH by 
modeling fashions from 
local boutiques at the 
third annual Fall Fashion 
Show. 
Thank you everyone for all 
of your help!

N OA H
 Neighbors
 Offering
 Assistance &
 Hope
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Miss Tennessee, Brianna Mason, Mistress 
of Ceremonies, for the 3rd annual NOAH 
fashion show.



Page 14The Crockett Rocket - October 2019 www.TheCrockettNews.com



Page 15 The Crockett Rocket - October 2019Like us on Facebook!



Page 16The Crockett Rocket - October 2019 www.TheCrockettNews.com

Join the Halloween FunJoin the Halloween F
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Jena Eubanks Becomes First Female
Promoted to Sergeant in Jackson THP

Colonel Dereck R. Stewart re-
cently announced the promotion of 
Trooper Jena Eubanks to sergeant 
in the Tennessee Highway Patrol 
Jackson District Special Programs 
Division.

”Jena is the fi rst female ever to 
be promoted in the THP Jackson 
District. Congratulations and all the 
best,” said Colonel Stewart.

Sgt. Eubanks is the daughter of 
Barry and Ena Eubanks of Gadsden.
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Choose You This Day

Now the leader of the Israelites, 
Joshua delivered a strong ultima-
tum to them all:  “And if it seem 
evil unto you to serve the LORD, 
choose you this day whom ye will 
serve; whether the gods which your 
fathers served that were on the oth-
er side of the fl ood, or the gods 
of the Amorites, in whose land ye 
dwell: but as for me and my house, 
we will serve the LORD” [Josh-
ua 24:15].  It was time for them to 
make a choice that would determine 
their destinies, a choice to be made 
“this day.”

In a like manner, Jesus delivered a 
strong ultimatum to the Jews of His 
day – and to us today:  “Enter ye 
[choose ye to enter] in at the strait 
gate: for wide is the gate, and broad 
is the way, that leadeth to destruc-
tion, and many there be which go in 
thereat:  Because strait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way, which lea-
deth unto life, and few there be that 
fi nd it” [Matthew 7:13-14].  This 
was, and is, a choice that, likewise, 
would determine their, and our, 
eternal destinies.

Deciding to do the righteousness 
of God is a matter of choice; de-
ciding to do evil is also a matter of 
choice.  “Little children, let no man 
deceive you: he that doeth [choos-
es to do] righteousness is righteous, 

even as He is righteous.  He that 
committeth sin [chooses to commit 
sin] is of the devil; for the devil sin-
neth from the beginning. For this 
purpose the Son of God was man-
ifested, that He might destroy the 
works of the devil.” [1 John 3:7-8].  
Choosing not to do the righteous-
ness of God is also a bad choice:  
“Then shall He say also unto them 
on the left hand, ‘Depart from me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fi re, pre-
pared for the devil and his angels:   
For I was an hungred, and ye gave 
me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye 
gave me no drink:  I was a stranger, 
and ye took me not in: naked, and 
ye clothed me not: sick, and in pris-
on, and ye visited me not.’  Then 
shall they also answer Him, say-
ing, ‘Lord, when saw we Thee an 
hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or 
naked, or sick, or in prison, and did 
not minister unto Thee?’  Then shall 
He answer them, saying, ‘Verily I 
say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it 
not to one of the least of these, ye 
did it not to Me.’  And these shall go 
away into everlasting punishment: 
but the righteous into life eternal” 
[Matthew 25:41-46].  Christ takes 
these things personally!

One of the worst choices too many 
are making today is defending that 
which is not righteous:  “Woe unto 
them that call evil good, and good 
evil; that put darkness for light, and 

light for darkness; that put bitter for 
sweet, and sweet for bitter!  Woe 
unto them that are wise in their own 
eyes, and prudent in their own sight!  
Woe unto them that are mighty to 
drink wine, and men of strength 
to mingle strong drink:  Which 
justify the wicked for reward, and 
take away the righteousness of the 
righteous from him!  Therefore as 
the fi re devoureth the stubble, and 
the fl ame consumeth the chaff, so 
their root shall be as rottenness, 
and their blossom shall go up as 
dust: because they have cast away 
the law of the LORD of hosts, and 
despised the word of the Holy One 
of Israel.  Therefore is the anger of 
the LORD kindled against His peo-
ple, and He hath stretched forth His 
hand against them, and hath smitten 
them: and the hills did tremble, and 
their carcases were torn in the midst 

of the streets. For all this His anger 
is not turned away, but His hand is 
stretched out still” [Isaiah 5:20-24].

Now consider this:  “He that 
despised Moses’ law died with-
out mercy under two or three wit-
nesses:  Of how much sorer pun-
ishment, suppose ye, shall he be 
thought worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and hath 
counted the blood of the covenant, 
wherewith he was sanctifi ed, an un-
holy thing, and hath done despite 
unto the Spirit of grace” [Hebrews 
10:28-29]?  Make the right choice!  
Repent and be baptized!

Charles Yawn
Romans 16:16
church of Christ at Crossroads
Visit us at 2118 Johnsons Grove Rd., 
Bells, TN.
or at www.coccrossroadsrd.com

God’s Word is Truth



Page 21 The Crockett Rocket - October 2019Like us on Facebook!

OBITUARIES
Annie Joyce Spann Castellaw

Funeral services for Annie Joyce 
Spann Castellaw, 84, were held on 
Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2019 at 11:00 
a. m. at the Friendship Funeral Home 
with Mike Roberts offi ciating. Buri-
al followed in the Friendship Cemetery.

Mrs. Castellaw died on Sunday 
Sept. 15, 2019 at the Jackson-Madison 
County General Hospital after long ill-
ness. 

She was born in Marion, Alabama daughter of the late Frank Boyd and 
Opal Baughn Scroggins but had lived most of her life in Crockett County, 
TN. Mrs. Castellaw was a retired seamstress and a long time member of 
the Friendship Church of Christ.

She was preceded in death by her husbands Edard Spann and later by Ger-
ald Castellaw. Survivors include sons, Larry Spann (Shirley), Clermont, 
Florida, Randy Spann (Rhonda Martindale), Friendship, TN, daughters, 
Patsy Rose, Covington, TN, Pamela Ray (Jerry), Friendship, TN, brother, 
James Scroggins, Columbia, TN, sisters, Betty Scroggins, Flint, Michigan, 
Kay Armstrong, Dyersburg, TN, eight grandchildren, 14 great-grandchil-
dren and one great-great-grandchild.

Pallbearers were Randy Lynn Spann, Zack Kail, Kolby Scallions, Austin 
Miller, Jon Reynolds and Chris Cook. Honorary pallbearers were Keith 
Jackson and Kevin Spann. 

Visitation was at the funeral home on Tuesday Sept. 17th from 5 until 8 
p.m. Friendship Funeral Home 731-677-2673.
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A Family                                                  
Tradition

BY JUDY POSTON
The solemn sound of his bag-

pipe drifted across the hillside 
as Crockett County Sheriff Neal 
Klyce was laid to rest.  His pipes 
added to the festivities on Court 
Square as the county celebrated 
the retirement of hometown hero 
Lieutenant John “Glad” Castellaw.  
The familiar patriotic melodies he 
played contributed to the tribute 
paid to the community’s vets as 
the county’s Veterans’ Memorial 
was dedicated on the courthouse 
lawn.  While the name, Dennis 
Dudley, may not be familiar to 
many folks in Crockett County, 
his music has touched the com-
munity’s lives in times of sorrow 
and in times of joy.  Dennis con-
tinues a longstanding custom that 
has been handed down through 
his Scottish family, generation by 
generation.  He is a bagpiper. 

Still dressed in his kilt on a quick 
run to the grocers as he had just 
returned from playing the pipes 
for a funeral, Dennis cut quite a 
dashing fi gure.  His presence did 
not go unnoticed by two little la-
dies who struck up a conversation 
with him, adamantly describ-
ing their love of the old hymn, 

“Amazing Grace,” as played on 
the bagpipes.  Dennis was glad for 
them to accompany him outside 
where he serenaded them with a 
command performance of the be-
loved hymn.

Dennis’s grandfather, a bagpip-
er, hailed from Clackmannan, in 
the central lowlands of Scotland, 
the land of his ancestors.  During 
World War II, he served with the 
51st Gordon Highlanders, a line 
infantry regiment of the British 
Army that existed for 113 years.  
When Dennis’s aunt wed his Un-
cle Larry, Dennis’s family gained 
yet another piper.  Larry, too, 
served in WWII.  His tenure was 
spent with the 36st Royal Ulster 
Rifl es.  Both men served their 
units as regimental pipers. 

While stationed in Scotland 
during his military service in the 
late sixties – early seventies, Den-
nis’s dad met a lovely Scottish 
lass whom he fell head over heels 
in love with.  When he returned 
to the states, it was to his native 
home, Jackson, Tennessee, that 
he brought his new bride.  By this 
time, Dennis’s grandfather and 
Uncle Larry were both widow-
ers.  Very protective of his only 

child, the decision was made by 
Dennis’s grandfather to make the 
move as well in order to be near 
his beloved daughter.  Not one to 
be left behind, Uncle Larry came, 
too.  Dennis, who attended South 
Side High School, was blessed 
to grow up under their infl uence, 
surrounded by their love.

Dennis got his fi rst pipes when 
he was only about 9 or 10 years 
old.  It was as soon as his fi ngers 
could stretch just enough to reach 
the notes on the pipe.  Ready and 
willing to spend countless hours 
under the tutelage of the senior 
members of his family, Dennis 
asked time after time to play with 
them in public only to be told time 
and again he was not quite ready.  
He points to the back of his head, 
laughing as he declares it is fl at 
because of all the times the two 
men popped it repeating to him 
the oft-spoken phrase, “You’re 
not doing it right.”  He can still 
hear the declaration spoken in the 
strong Scottish brogue.  Finally, at 
age 13, he was told he would be 
allowed to accompany his grand-
father and uncle for the fi rst time 
at an event.  Dennis well recalls 
how he could scarcely contain 

himself as he bounced around 
the family vehicle that day much 
like an excited puppy, chanting,  
“Come on.  Come on.  Let’s go!  
Let’s go!”  “I was on top of the 
world,” he remembers. 

Dennis’s dear mentors passed 
on, not only their knowledge of 
the bagpipes to Dennis, but a deep 
abiding love and respect for the 
music and the heritage and history 
it represents.

Dennis became a history buff.  
Although he might drift off to 
sleep in history class at school, he 
consistently made top grades on 
tests in  class.  Thinking he was 
cheating, the teachers put him in 
a room alone to take the tests.  
His test scores remained consis-
tent, thanks to the family that in-
stilled in him a hunger and desire 
to know the stories of people and 
events from the past.

As for the history of the bag-
pipe, the Scots used the bagpipes 
in times of war to rally their men 
on the battlefi eld.  This explains 
why the bagpipe can only be 
played outdoors.  It is too loud 
for an indoor performance.  The 
bagpipe remains an important part 
of  the British Army even today.  
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Following WWII, locating a bag-
piper was a tough assignment as 
so many had given their lives on 
the battlefi eld; many of them earn-
ing the Victoria Cross, the highest 
honor given for great valor to mil-
itary in Great Britain.  The bagpip-
ers would have been the only men 
UNARMED on the battlefi eld.

At a time earlier in history when 
England and Scotland found them-
selves at odds, the British out-
lawed the playing of the bagpipes, 
knowing how the music stirred the 
patriotic spirit of the Scots.  The 
penalty for anyone found play-
ing the instrument was death or 
having their hands cut off so they 
could not play.  The threats and 
persecution only heightened the 
desire and longing for the music 
of the bagpipes and the Scots con-
tinued to play, howbeit, confi ning 
their music to the highest of the 
highlands where they did not be-
lieve the English would ever go. 

As Dennis grew up, he realized 
that the only thing he ever want-
ed to do with his life was to fl y 
a military plane.  He and a close 
friend set out to make the dream 
a reality.  Dennis was well on his 
way to realizing that dream when 
disaster struck.  He was involved 
in a terrible motorcycle accident.  
Part of one leg had to be ampu-
tated, dashing his hopes of being 
accepted into the U.S. Military.

Dennis has continued to play 
his bagpipes much to the delight 
of those who enjoy the unique 
sound.  He played for the funer-
al of former Tennessee Gover-
nor Ned Ray McWherter as well 

as the dedication of the military 
cemetery at Parkers Crossroads.  
He has been told by those in the 
military, “When we hear you guys 
play, we stand a little taller.” 

Not long ago following a fu-
neral, several attendees followed 
him to his car, the group all the 
while continuing their conversa-

tion which Dennis found himself 
engrossed in.  Upon reaching his 
car, he laid his pipes on the car’s 
roof as he focused on what was 
being said.  A few moments later, 
when he climbed in his vehicle, 
put his key in the ignition, and 
backed out of his parking space, 
he never gave his pipes a second 

thought.  As he pulled onto the 
main highway, a noise caught his 
attention.  Too late, he realized 
it was the sickening sound of his 
pipes crashing to the payment.  
He quickly pulled over, got out of 
the car, and prepared to rescue the 
pipes which by now, much to his 
consternation, lay in the middle of 
the busy roadway.  However, be-
fore he could reach the bagpipes, 
a car speeding down the road, ran 
over his pipes, dashing his hopes 
of saving his much loved instru-
ment.  As soon as possible, Dennis 
obtained a new set sent from Scot-
land, still the location where most 
bagpipes are made today.

Dennis believes he has played 
for most every sheriff and police 
department in West Tennessee, as 
well as many military funerals, 
parades, and festivals.  It is a thrill 
for him to share a family tradition 
with others who appreciate the 
history of the age-old instrument 
and the bagpipe music. 

Dennis Dudley, bagpiper
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Floyd’s Chapel Aids 
Maury City School

Our day was made at Maury City Elementary School when these ladies 
came with a donation for every teacher on behalf of Floyd’s Chapel United 
Methodist Church! We are so thankful and blessed to have giving people 
like you to help make our classrooms and learning more fun for our awe-
some students!! Thank you!!

ACS Celebrates
GRANDParents 

Day 2019
130 Chorus Members welcomed Alamo City School’s grandparents in 
September for Grandparents Day. Their medley paid tribute to the 
50th anniversary of America’s Moon Landing.
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MCES Honors Bus Drivers
Maury City Elementary School is so Blessed with 4 Wonderful Bus 

Drivers!! They get our kids to and from school Safely Everyday and we 
just want to Recognize them.

• Kathy Martin • Melissa Posey • Josh Holt • Joann Friend

In the Driver’s Seat
Crockett County Middle School recently honored its bus drivers, 

Sandy Qualls and Duke Kail, for Bus Driver Appreciation Day.

Fudgy Cupcakes Are 
a Gooey Masterpiece
Baking homemade treats is a great way to spend time with family in the 

kitchen. It’s easy to craft creative and decadent desserts throughout the 
year, and controlling portion sizes and using the right ingredients can make 
these dishes a little less diet-unfriendly.

Mississippi Mud Cake is a luscious combination of sweet chocolate, 
crunchy pecans and gooey marshmallows atop a rich chocolate cake. It’s 
a variation on Mississippi Mud Pie, which uses many of the same ingre-
dients but is served in pie form. This version of “Mississippi Mud Baby 
Cakes” from “Cooking Light: Fresh Food Superfast” (Oxmoor House) by 
The Cooking Light Editors doesn’t skimp on taste, but makes dessert more 
accessible to those sticking to healthier eating plans.

Mississippi Mud Baby Cake
Yield: 24

 Cooking spray
1 13.7-ounce package fat-free 

brownie mix
1 6-ounce carton French vanilla 

low-fat yogurt
3 tablespoons fi nely chopped pe-

cans
3⁄4 cup miniature marshmallows
24 chocolate kiss candies

Preheat oven to 350 F. Place 24 
paper miniature muffi n cup liners 
in miniature muffi n cups; coat with 
cooking spray.

Prepare brownie mix according 

to the package directions, using 
French vanilla yogurt. Spoon bat-
ter evenly into prepared muffi n 
cups. Sprinkle evenly with pecans.

Bake at 350 F for 19 minutes. 
Remove cakes from oven. Place 3 
marshmallows on top of each baby 
cake; place 1 chocolate kiss in 
center of marshmallows. Bake an 
additional 1 minute. Gently swirl 
melted chocolate kiss to “frost” 
each cake and hold marshmallows 
in place. Cool in pans on wire racks 
10 minutes; remove from pans. 
Cool completely on wire racks.
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Building Friendship
BY JUDY POSTON

Jeremy and Natasha MacDonald were residing 
in Dyersburg.  They were considering a move to 
Searcy, Arkansas, the location of the headquar-
ters of “Anytime Fitness,” the business Jeremy is 
employed with.  However, the more they thought 
about it, the more they felt like it was just not 
the right time to make an out-of-state move.  In-
stead, they decided to return to the place where 
Jeremy had grown up – a locale that already held 
a special place in his heart –  the small town of 
Friendship.  The young couple found a home 
at peaceful Cedar Point.  The next thing they 
knew, other couples were suddenly interested in 
the same quiet housing subdivision.  They soon 
found themselves welcoming new neighbors 
whose love for the serenity of small town life 
matched that of Jeremy and Natasha’s.  Jeremy 
says, not only is the town’s inhabitants growing 
in number, “it’s growing younger,” as young 
families choose the friendly town with an excep-
tional school and welcoming churches as a home 
in which to rear their children.

It wasn’t long until the MacDonalds’ desire to 
become involved in the life of the town they now 
call home became known.  A small group of peo-
ple had become dedicated to the goal of reviv-
ing downtown Friendship and bringing in more 
businesses and they invited Jeremy and Natasha 
to join them in making their dream come true.  
The pair were more than happy to become a part 
of this team and brought with them fresh excite-

ment, enthusiasm, and ideas.
It had all started with Anna Claire Smith and 

Mallory Hargett starting a fan page on Facebook.  
It is called Friendship TN fan club and celebrates 
all that is unique and inviting about the town, 
whose name celebrates the cooperation between 
the proprietors of  the fi rst stores opened follow-
ing the town’s birth.

Just last month, this group of friends, that now 
include Diane Summerlin, Bailey Hutchison and 
Christy Hutchison enjoyed the results of their 
hard work which culminated in “the biggest 
thing Friendship has ever seen.”  The “Friend-
ship Street Festival” brought in hundreds who 
enjoyed an outdoor concert under the stars, food 
trucks and other vendors, a pageant, baseball 
tournament, and rodeo activities.  There was 
something for everyone and fun to be had for the 
entire family.  However, the group are not about 
to rest on the laurels of past success.  Instead the 
outcome of this event is only spurring them on to 
do more in their quest to make their hometown 
“a place that’s thriving.”  The desire is to offer 
“something of quality” that families will be ea-
ger to participate in.

A special event, “Pink Night,” designed to 
spotlight breast cancer awareness, will debut the 
night of October 17, 5:30 – 8:30.   Everyone is 
invited to wear pink, grab supper from one of the 
food trucks that will be present, take in a fashion 
show, bid on any of the awesome items offered in 
the silent auction, and enjoy a night of shopping, 

all the while supporting a worthwhile cause.
The friends also anticipate bringing back an 

old and much loved holiday tradition – Friend-
ship’s Annual Christmas Parade.  They are al-
ready working to make this year’s parade bigger 
and better than ever before.

The food trucks that were a part of summer 
weekends earlier this year will be returning with 
fall.

Friendship’s Drug Store continues to offer it’s 

Jeremy and Natasha MacDonald

Kirt Woodruff, winning runner
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famous cokes and ice cream for a 
price that hasn’t been seen else-
where in many decades.

Farmer’s Daughter brings custom-
ers from near and far for a unique 
and fun shopping experience.

And now, Jeremy’s parents, Jeff 
and Cheryl MacDonald, the owners 
of “Ms. Mac’s Barbecue and Grill,”  
located in the building that was for-
mally home to Scotty Nash’s Cafe, 
serve up daily lunch specials, South-
ern barbecue, slices of homemade 
pie, and other favorites including a 
tasty half pound cheeseburger that 
anyone would be hard pressed to 
beat.  Opened six days a week, they 
also offer unique items such as the 
“barbecue sundae.”  When stopping 
by, be sure to inquire about the “Pig 
Pen” special.  You won’t go away 
hungry and you won’t go away dis-
appointed AND you just might have 
enough to share.

Jeremy and Natasha, a profes-
sional photographer, are excited as 
they watch the interest and enthu-
siasm of others grow for the proj-
ect of growing Friendship.  Lasting 
friendships are being built as they 
and their youthful friends commit 
themselves to building Friendship 
– the community that has long held 
a claim on their small-town-lovin’ 

hearts.



Page 28The Crockett Rocket - October 2019 www.TheCrockettNews.com

Making a Difference…
One Child at a Time

BY JUDY POSTON
The truth is startling. The facts are 

staggering and the numbers over-
whelming. A child is abused or ne-
glected every 47 seconds in the U.S. 
The national statistics show that ev-
eryday, four children die as a result of 
child abuse. Three of these four are 
under the age of four years old. In the 
state of Tennessee alone, there were 
over 38,000 cases of child abuse last 
year. That’s 104 children every day.

“Alone we can do so little; 
together we can do so much.” 

(Helen Keller)

Bethany Outlaw grew up in 
Brownsville. After graduating high 
school, she attended college at Lam-
buth. Following in her father’s foot-
steps, she entered the fi eld of educa-
tion as a seventh grade teacher. Early 
in her career, a life-changing event 
tore at her heart. She learned that one 
of her students was living in a fright-
fully abusive situation. Shaken to her 
core, Bethany determined she would 
learn all she could about child abuse.

That journey 
brought her to her 
fi rst job at Crockett 
County’s Chapter 
of the Exchange 
Club – Carl Per-
kins Center for 
the Prevention of 
Child Abuse. The 
year was 1992. 
Bethany went 
back to school 
and earned her 
Master’s Degree. 
Shortly, thereaf-
ter, she was trans-
ferred to the Tipton County offi ce. It 
was only about four years ago, that 
the opportunity presented itself for 
her to return to Crockett County as 
director of the center – a chance she 
says to “fi nish what she started some 
28 years ago.” Since that time, she has 
been able to help directors in six or 
seven other nearby counties get their 
programs underway. “It is,” Bethany 
says, “such a rewarding job.”

It was in 1992 that an offi ce was 
opened to provide services to the peo-

ple of Crockett County. Their space at 
that time was in the county schools’ 
education resource center located 
on Conley Road. Soon the need for 
more space arose, and the city of Ala-
mo “graciously offered the use of the 
fl oor above city hall.”

Sadly, as child abuse cases contin-
ued to rise in epidemic proportion 
across the entire country, the need 
to extend the center’s services con-
tinued to grow, increasing the need, 
once again, for more room.

Just weeks ago, the center held an 
open house and ribbon cutting for its 
brand new facility. Its rooms, warm 
and inviting, were fi lled to capacity 
with folks eager to catch their fi rst 
glimpse of a dream fulfi lled. It was 
a dream held by an entire communi-
ty who had offered up prayers, giv-
en sacrifi cially of fi nancial gifts, and 
donated hours of labor and volunteer 
work to make the dream come true. 
It was a happy celebration and a day 
of anticipation, looking ahead to all 
the good the center will bring. Beth-
any explains, “Since the inception 
of the center, we have been treating 
children, doing our best, all along. All 
that was missing was our ‘haven,’ our 
home-like environment.”

AND stepping through the cen-
ter’s front door does feel, indeed, 
like coming home, and, THAT is by 
design. Upon entering, visitors’ eyes 

fall immediately on a sofa colored 
a shade that immediately evokes 
thoughts of Blue Suede Shoes and 
the man whose heart was so touched 
by a picture in the newspaper and 
the story of a little boy abused, that 
he lent his name and support to the 
project being undertaken at the time 
by the Jackson Exchange Club. Much 
thought and planning went into the 
layout, the rich colors of paint and 
furniture, the vibrant rugs, pillows, 
and accents that create a calm, wel-
coming atmosphere, where folks 
can let down their guards and relax. 
There’s a homey kitchen that includes 
a refrigerator stocked with drinks and 
snacks for visiting children and fam-
ily. A playroom with a child-sized ta-
ble and chairs and games like “Candy 
Land” invites youngsters in for care-
free moments and the chance.... to be 
a kid. Brightly decorated sitting areas 
offer comfortable space for conver-
sations and counseling. This room’s 
name refl ects the cooperative partner-
ship created between the center and 
the Crockett Mission Store. Cubbies 
stocked with stuffed animals and 
copies of Dr. Seuss’s book, “Oh, The 
Places You Will Go,” fi ll the walls 
allowing each child to choose a gift 
to take home with them. The home-
like setting provides children a place 
to talk about what has happened to 
them in a non-threatening environ-

Ribbon cutting and Open House for The Exchange Club - Carl Perkins Center for the 
Prevention of Child Abuse

A painting of Rockabilly Artist Carl Perkins looks down on Volunteers 
at the Circles of Hope Telethon.
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ment rather than a police station or 
courtroom.

In addition to Bethany, six oth-
er staff members keep the ministry 
going with their dedicated service. 
Britton Stockdale serves as clinical 
therapist. Molly Servin is a family ad-
vocate while Lauren Davis works as a 
victim advocate. Barbara Wilson is a 
certifi ed volunteer and support work-
er. Sidney Turner is the center’s foren-
sic interviewer. Melissa Brown is also 
a family advocate and, in addition, 
provides a service of teaching parent-
ing through both men and women’s 
weekly classes at the local jail. In 
addition, Angie Scallions is an intern 
student working on her degree at the 
Master’s Level while assisting at the 
center. Together, these highly-trained 
individuals makes up a caring group 
of professionals that join together to 
help a child cope and deal with abuse. 
Their goal is to provide the child with 
the best care possible and accomplish 
a path to healing, helping these cou-
rageous children, who have experi-
enced such horror, move on and be 
happy, healthy children.

The Crockett County Center offers 

services that put families back togeth-
er and literally save the lives of chil-
dren. Currently, a majority of the cases 
are children who have been sexually 
abused. Referrals come to the Center 
from the Department of Children Ser-
vices, Juvenile Court and other court 
systems, school systems, attorney 
agencies, and self referrals. Crockett 
County’s Center served, during this 
past year, 237 children and approxi-
mately 500 individuals within those 
families. The Center serves anyone in 
need of any of their services and does 
not charge a fee.

Their mission is to support families 
in preventing and dealing with child 
abuse in West Tennessee and to help 
both parents and children meet the 
practical needs of preserving and im-
proving the quality of family life.

How members of the
community can help:

If you see child abuse happening, 
call 911 immediately.

If a child comes forward with a 
report of abuse, law enforcement 
should be contacted by phoning 911. 
Contact the Department of Children 
Services at 1-877-237-0004. These 

calls should be made at once and 
without exception.

The Exchange Club – Carl Perkins 
Center for the Prevention of Child 
Abuse cannot continue to provide its 
much needed services without the fi -
nancial support of generous people. 
It takes a community of caring indi-
viduals to make a difference in the 
lives of these children and families. 
Those who donate are investing in 
lives. Your donation will change fu-
tures and give hope for generations to 
come.

In addition to monetary donations, 
the Center accepts non-perishable 
food items for its food pantry which 
exists to help families at times when 
they have an emergency situation. 
With Thanksgiving and the Christ-
mas holidays nearing, children will 
be out of school and families will 
be in need of food for meals usually 
served in school.

The center’s board, staff, and volun-
teers are busy this time of year mak-
ing certain that all their children and 
families have the best possible holi-
day season and that no one is over-
looked. Individuals and organizations 

may help a family by sponsoring a 
child or making a monetary donation.

“Cubbies in the playroom can be 
purchased in honor or memory or 
individuals. From these cubbies, chil-
dren are given a stuffed animal friend 
or a copy of Dr. Seuss’s book, “Oh, 
The Places You Will Go.”

For more information on the Center 
and its programs, goals, and efforts, 
please contact Bethany at the center 
using the following information. 

731-696-2452
312 S. Bells, Alamo, TN 38001

www.carlperkinscenter.org
email: (Director Bethany 

Outlaw) boutlaw@
carlperkinscenter.org

Visitors are always welcome, too. 
The Crockett County Carl Perkins 

Center has an advisory board made 
up of 17 members. President of the 
board for the 2019-2020 year is Don-
na Nanney. The center has a variety 
of opportunities for individuals to 
volunteer. 

The Center is grateful for the sup-
port the community has shown, work-
ing together, making a difference, one 
child at a time.
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