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Matthew 25
Prayer for Children’s Education

Imagine how different your life would 
be if you had never learned to read or 
understand numbers. For millions of 
people in the developing world, this is 
their reality — and their lack of educa-
tion signifi cantly impacts their ability 
to step out of poverty. Join us in pray-
ing that people everywhere — especial-
ly children — will gain the education, 
wisdom, and discernment they need to 
reach the fullness of life God intends 
for each of them.

Worldwide, an estimated 260 mil-
lion children, adolescents, and youths 
weren’t in school in 2020. And more 
than 100 million youths were illiterate, 
as of 2019 data. Despite progress over 
recent decades, many children in school 
do not achieve functional literacy and 
numeracy skills due to overcrowded 
classes, lack of supplies, teachers who 
need more training, or disruption due to 
disasters and prolonged crises like the 
coronavirus pandemic.

The global health 
crisis is also impacting 

future students.
Following abrupt drops in household 

incomes, disruptions to the supply of 

affordable, nutritious foods, and inter-
ruptions to health, nutrition, and social 
protection services, up to 15% more 
children suffered from wasting in 2020 
compared with projections for 2020 
without COVID-19.

Whatever you did
for one of the least
of these brothers

and sisters of mine,
you did for me.

—Jesus (Matthew 25:40, NIV)
Twelve-year-old Rabson is back in 

the classroom and eager to learn.
At the age of 7, Rabson barely spoke. 

He struggled with tasks that others his 
age could master. His mother, Mkon-
da, says that he seemed absent-minded, 
so she and her husband thought he had 
something wrong with him. They didn’t 
send him to school, but instead had him 
tend the family’s biggest assets — their 
cattle.

For four years, he did this. “It used to 
hurt me a lot when I [saw] my broth-
er go to school while I looked after the 
cows, because I wanted to learn also,” 
says Rabson.

In 2018, the World Development Re-

port found that 55% of Zambian chil-
dren in second grade couldn’t read a 
single short text. To support the gov-
ernment’s literacy improvement efforts, 
World Vision promotes readings ac-
tivities for children both in and out of 
school.

One training encourages parents to 
establish reading corners and another 
teaches community volunteers to set up 
reading camps. In 2018, World Vision 
selected Mkonda to be part of a home 
reading corner class.

“Every day in the evening, I sat the 
children down and started teaching 
them. I noticed that Rabson started to 
take a keen interest in the lessons,” she 
says. “My husband at fi rst thought I was 
wasting time, but he never stopped me.”

After three months, Rabson learned 
the alphabet and began to put words 
together. He also started speaking more 
with his brothers.

In 2019, at age 12, Rabson began to 
read on his own. His parents decided to 
enroll him in school and took him for an 
assessment. Nearly 400 children com-
peted for 50 spaces in fi rst grade. Rab-
son earned one of those spaces with his 
impressive performance.

Now schools have reopened, so Rab-
son can get back to the classroom and 
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attend reading camps each Satur-
day. That will help him work to-
ward his dream of being a teacher.

Join us in prayer for the quality 
education of children worldwide 
and their support network of fam-
ily and teachers who enable their 
learning.

Pray for an end to 
the generational 

cycle of illiteracy 
and poverty.

Every year on September 8 we 
recognize International Literacy 
Day and the critical role reading 
plays in daily life. Without the abil-
ity to read and write, families are 
trapped in the relentless cycle of 
crushing poverty and day-to-day 
survival.

Great Teacher, children need 
an education to have the full and 
abundant life You came to give 
them. Your Word demonstrates how 
You touch people’s hearts to spur 
them to action for their own ben-
efi t. Bless people living in poverty 
by providing ways to learn to read 
and to apply this new skill to help 
lift their families out of poverty — 
for this generation and generations 
to come.

Pray for the 
protection of 

children who aren’t 
attending school.
Over 40% of the world’s refugee 

population is made up of children 

under the age of 18. Almost half of 
all refugee children aren’t in school, 
and accessing learning becomes 
harder as they get older. Since sec-
ondary education can lead to im-
proved employment opportunities, 
lack of education can ruin a young 
refugee’s dreams of a better future.

Father God, lay a blanket of 
protection over children who can-
not attend school, especially those 
whose educations are disrupted by 
confl ict, emergencies, and natural 
disasters. In Your mercy, we pray 
for You to provide opportunities for 
learning so that through education, 
children fi nd the hope and skills for 
a better future.

Pray for parents 
to support 

their children’s 
education.

Parental engagement and support 
greatly increase a child’s chances of 
access to quality education and sus-
taining a commitment to learning. 
But parents can also be a barrier to 
education when they support harm-
ful local traditions and customs, 
such as child marriage, or rely on 
their children’s income.

Faithful Shepherd, we pray for 
You to help parents understand 
the value of their children’s educa-
tion. May parents and other family 
members surround children with the 
support and encouragement to be-
come all who You made them to be. 
If economic support is an issue, may 
parents fi nd additional means of 
income to provide for their family.

Pray for children’s 
safety at school.

World Vision works to keep 
schools safe and free from all forms 
of violence, such as fi stfi ghts, and 
installs separate latrines for girls and 
boys to help prevent gender-based 
violence. Fulfi lling children’s need 
for and right to protection gives 
them the opportunity to develop in 
all areas, including education.

Almighty Lord, classrooms 
should be safe places for chil-
dren, but safety can’t be guaran-
teed. Protect children, and help 
teachers, administrators, and law 
enforcement offi cers to remain vigi-
lant against violence. Help them 
to create an environment where 
students can learn and fl ourish.

Pray for teachers 
everywhere to be 
men and women

of integrity.
Teachers, who spend more time 

every day with their students than 
possibly anyone else, have enor-
mous infl uence over children’s 
precious young minds. Ask God to 
inspire teachers to be the best role 
models — always speaking the 
truth in love to the children who 
look up to them.

Holy Spirit, we pray for You to 
be with teachers everywhere who 
are responsible for our children’s 
education. Put Your righteousness 
in their hearts and Your words on 
their lips to share with the children 
in their daily care. May classrooms 

not only fi ll students with knowl-
edge but also wisdom, discern-
ment, and integrity.

Pray for World 
Vision’s work 
to educate all 

children.
Children are the future of the 

world’s nations. If children are left 
uneducated, another generation will 
continue to struggle without life’s 
basics. World Vision’s education 
projects focus on sustainable activ-
ities that help kids gain access to 
quality and equitable education:
• Increasing access to basic educa-

tion, with special attention to girls 
and children with disabilities

• Partnering with parents, local or-
ganizations, the private sector, 
and governments to galvanize 
greater learning outcomes and 
opportunities

• Strengthening community in-
volvement in education to create 
enabling environments
Lord, Proverbs tells us that an 

education is invaluable and that 
we should pursue it, even if it costs 
everything we have. We praise you 
that millions more children are 
getting an education now than a 
decade ago. We ask for Your con-
tinued blessing on World Vision’s 
work to educate children world-
wide. We pray for You to help us 
build momentum around the world 
for education, so every child has 
the opportunity to go to school and 
learn how to read and understand 
basic math.
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Performing Arts Presents Awards at Banquet
The fi rst Performing Arts Banquet 

was held Sunday Aug 1 in the new 
Bells Theatre. Delicious food. A 
sing along. Trivia contest. Awards 
were a part of the celebration.

McLean Turnage, Lacey Loggins, 
Evie Kennedy, Harrison Paschall, 
Aaron Haliburton, Olivia Owens 
and Livvy Lee all received perfor-
mance awards.

Awards were also presented for 
the performance of Descendants:

Outstanding Performance: Kon-
nor Turnage, Kortney Turnage, Ca-
leigh Howell, Eva Burleson

Outstanding Dancer, Jamison 
Turnage

Outstanding Featured Actor, Ar-
cher Love

Outstanding Featured Actress, 

Reagan Paschall, 
Blakelyn Edwards, 
Callie Freeman

Outstanding Vo-
calist, Kaiden Phil-
lips

Outstanding Lead 
Actor, Braxton Gib-
son

Outstanding Lead 
Actress, Georgi 
Conley

For the perfor-
mance of Oliver, the 
following awards 
were presented:

Outstanding Performance: Kody 
Springfi eld, Kaiden Phillips, Brax-
ton Gibson, Kortney Turnage, Kon-
nor Turnage, Marlee Kellough

Outstanding Supporting Actor, 
Kristofer Phillips, Riley Kellough, 
Lane Foster, Dalton Milam

Outstanding Supporting Actress, 
Kyla Phillips, Ashley Boone, Kloie 
Kail

Outstanding Featured Actor, Jack 
Rawson

Outstanding Featured Actress, 
Bonnie Powell-Riddick

Outstanding Assistant Director, 

Ella Cate Haynes
Outstanding Stage Manager, Cade 

Loggins
Outstanding Lead Actor, Warner 

Boals
Outstanding Lead Actress, Alyssa 

Roy
Special thanks to Alamo dairy 

queen for donating gift cards for 
casts. By the way the Annie kids 
won the bravo award.
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Sex Traffi cking 
Investigation 
Snares Man 
from Haywood

By Brownsville Press
A Brownsville man has been 

arrested in connection with a 
Tennessee Bureau of Investi-
gation of human traffi cking. 
Six people have been charged 
including Jonathan Jarmon, 46, 
of Brownsville.

The undercover operation was 
conducted by special agents 
with the TBI Human Traffi cking 
Unit, and other police agencies 
in McNairy County.

Over a two-day period begin-
ning on July 14th, authorities 
placed several decoy advertise-
ments on websites known to be 
linked to prostitution and com-
mercial sex cases, according to a 
TBI press release.  The focus of 
the operation, the TBI said, was 
to identify individuals seeking to 
engage in commercial sex acts 
with minors.

Arrests included:
Jonathan Jarmon (DOB: 

12/12/75), Brownsville, TN: 
Two counts of Traffi cking for 
Commercial Sex Act, $75,000 
bond

James Johnson (DOB: 
2/14/73), Whiteville, TN: Two 
counts of Traffi cking for Com-
mercial Sex Act, $75,000 bond

Sara McCants (DOB: 
12/01/90), Corinth, MS: Promot-
ing Prostitution, $25,000 bond

Jason Parker (DOB: 2/16/77), 
Middleton, TN: One count of 
Traffi cking for Commercial Sex 
Act, $75,000 bond

Kenneth Pollard (DOB: 
4/12/76), Corinth, MS:  Two 
counts of Traffi cking for Com-
mercial Sex Act, $75,000 bond

Gregory Waters (DOB: 
7/4/59), Savannah, TN: Cited for 
Patronizing Prostitution

For more information on hu-
man traffi cking and the hotline, 
visit https://humantraffi ckingho-
tline.org/.

Annie Earns 
National 
Crown

Annie Matlock was crowned this 
summer as the America’s Majestic 
Miss National Jr. Princess, ages 4 to 
6 years old.

Annie, the daughter of Josh and 
Hannah Matlock, is a student at Ala-
mo City School.

In the pageant, she competed in 
interview, majestic wear, and eve-
ning wear. Each category was one-
third of the total score.

Bells
Nursing & 

Rehab
Celebrates 

July 4th
Bells Nursing& Rehabilitation 

Center recently celebrated July 4 by 
honoring veterans and residents.
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A Red Line in the Sand
Communities Participating in Red Sand Project

to Raise Awareness of Human Traffi cking
The Crockett County Health Depart-

ment in conjunction with the nation-
wide Red Sand Project held a Human 
Traffi cking Awareness Event recently.

At both Alamo City Hall with Mayor 
John Avery Emison and at Crockett Me-
morial Library with Director Linda Rice 
and library staff and patrons, red sand 
was spread in the cracks of the side-
walks to raise awareness for the victims 
of the traffi cking trade.

The Red Sand Project was created by 
artist Molly Gochman in 2014 to call at-
tention to those who “fall through the 
cracks” of human traffi cking.” The Red 
Sand Project is designed to shed light on 
human traffi cking. The red sand is used 
to draw attention to the human traffi ck-
ing victims that fall through the cracks 
of our society every day. Although Ten-
nessee has been nationally acknowl-
edged for our continuous efforts and 
improvements, human traffi cking con-
tinues to remain a major public health 
concern in our communities. In 2019, 
the National Human Traffi cking Hotline 
identifi ed 11,500 traffi cking situations, 
with 180 cases reported in Tennessee.

According to the Tennessee Bureau 
of Investigation, human traffi cking is a 
demand-driven crime that involves ex-
ploiting a person for labor, services, or 
commercial sex acts, particularly target-

ing women and children. Human Traf-
fi cking is also one of the fastest growing 
criminal industries in the country, with 
cases reported in all 50 states. 

The International Labor Organization 
estimates that forced labor and human 
traffi cking is a $150 billion industry 
worldwide.

The U.S. Department of Labor has 
identifi ed 148 goods from 75 coun-
tries made by forced and child labor.

In 2017, an estimated 1 out of 7 endan-
gered runaways reported to the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren were likely child sex traffi cking 
victims.

Of those, 88% were in the care of so-
cial services or foster care when they 
ran.

The National Human Traffi cking Ho-
tline is a national, toll-free hotline, avail-
able to answer calls, texts, and live chats 
from anywhere in the United States, 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week, in more than 
200 languages. Call 1-888-373-7888 or 
text BeFree (233733).

In Tennessee, if you know someone 
who needs help to escape traffi cking, 
contact the Tennessee Human Traffi ck-
ing Hotline at 1-855-558-6484.

Marcy Laxton draws a line of red sand in the sidewalk cracks 
outside of Alamo City Hall as part of the Red Sand Project to 
increase awareness of human traffi cking.

Library Director Linda Rice, with the 
help of a four-legged fried, draws a 
red line in the sidewalk cracks in front 
of Crockett Memorial Library.
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CROCKETT COUNTY SCHOOLS
School Calendar

2022-2023

Fall Semester Spring Semester

July 25 New Teacher Orientation Jan. 3 Professional Development (no students) 
New Student 6/7 Gr. Orientation Jan. 4 Spring Semester Begins
Flex Day (Room Prep) Jan. 16 M L King Jr. Holiday

July 26 Professional Development Feb. 20 Presidents Day Holiday
July 27 Professional Development April 3-7 Spring Break
July 28 Open House:  (Admin. Day) April 7 Good Friday
July 29 Professional Development May 12 Strawberry Festival Holiday
August 1 1st Day of School May 18 End Spring Semester (½ Day)
September 5 Labor Day Holiday ½ Administrative Day
September 6 Prof. Development(no students) May 19 Administrative Day
October 3-7 Fall Break May 19 CCHS Graduation
October 10 Prof. Development (no students)
November 22 Abbreviated Day (½ Day)

Nov. 23-25 Thanksgiving Holiday
December 16 Abbreviated Day (½ Day)

CDL Training
Dec. 19-Jan. 1 Christmas Break

Back to School 2022 - 2023 Calendars
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The Central High School Alumni 
Association gave back to the com-
munity this summer by sponsoring 
a community garden.

Delicious and healthy fresh vege-
tables were available, for the pick-
ing, for community members to add 
to their dinner tables.

Kaleidoscope Summer Campers 
experienced the joy of aiding in 
both the planting and the harvest-
ing of the community garden lo-
cated next door to the Central High 
School Alumni Building/Communi-
ty Resource Center on Conley Road 
in Alamo.

The Kaleidoscope Summer Camp 
was held in the building under the 
direction of Monola Patterson.

Growing a Community
CHSAA Garden Helps Feed Neighbors



Page 10The Crockett Rocket - August 2022 www.TheCrockettNews.com

Community Celebrates 
Bowen’s Chapel

Cemetery Monument 
Dedication, Unveiling

BY JUDY POSTON
judyposton1963@gmail.com

Don Baker remembers that his 
great-grandmother played the church 
organ. George Rice recalls the build-
ing. Others remember attending ser-
vices there. Some recall having walked 
through the church. Its various rooms 
they can still picture in their memo-
ries. Still others remember references 
made by older family members whose 
Sundays were spent at the old country 
church. However, no one today knows 
exactly where Bowen’s Chapel Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church once stood. 
Some have speculated that the church’s 
location might have been in the very 
spot where the chairs were set up be-
neath sprawling, age-old trees whose 
branches reached to provide a peaceful, 
green canopy of shade for those gathered 
to remember and celebrate the lives of 
those buried in the church cemetery on 
a recent, warm June 
afternoon.

 Many of those 
attending that day 
could recall child-
hood days, journey-
ing to the cemetery 
with their fami-
ly. Together, par-
ents and children 
would pull weeds, 
spruce up and dec-
orate their fami-
lies’ graves, all the 
while sharing sto-
ries of their loved 
ones whose earthly 
remains are buried 
beneath the soil. 

 Bowen’s Chapel Church was built 
on property owned and, most likely, 
donated by David Bowen, who moved 
from Davidson County, Tennessee in 
the late 1820s, when European settlers 
fi rst came to this area. David settled his 

young family on what is believed to 
have been two sections of land reach-
ing from Miller Creek on the east to 
just beyond the present day Crockett 
County line – not far from present day 
Friendship City Limits. This was before 
the county of Crockett had been estab-
lished. David’s cousin, William Bowen 
Campbell was a volunteer who served 
in the Mexican American War. He was 
later elected to serve in the United 
States Congress and, still later, as fi f-
teenth governor of the state of Tennes-
see.

 In the 1840s, David donated land lo-
cated on the high ground of his property 
for establishing a church. Burial plots 
were provided at no cost and all were 
welcomed to be buried in the church 
cemetery. The oldest grave in the cem-
etery is that of Meek Boyd who was 
laid to rest over 170 years ago on May 
13, 1852. Ten years following that date, 

Sarah Bowen, wife 
of David, became 
the second to be 
interred there. Six 
years after that, in 
1868, David, him-
self, was buried at 
Sarah’s side. 

 There was a 
point in the 1980s 
when the grounds 
of the cemetery 
were neglected. A 
great need existed 
for clean up and 
repair. It was on a 
Sunday afternoon 
in 1987, that the 
fi rst meeting of the 

Bowen’s Chapel Cemetery Fund Drive 
was conducted in the home of Porter 
Bowen and Jennie Rice’s home. The 
amount of $580.00 was deposited into a 
fund at the Bank of Friendship. At that 
time, Doyle Sowell was hired to keep 

A special service was held in June to dedicate this new 
monument which stands at the entrance to Bowen’s Chapel 
Cemetery.

the grass cut on the grounds. 
 For the past fi ve to six years, a group have met annually the 
fi rst weekend in June to clean up the cemetery. The fi rst year, 
twelve participated. In 2021, there were at least twenty-two who 
attended. Volunteers have made an ongoing commitment to up-
date the cemetery. To make it a beautiful and tranquil spot – to 
honor their loved ones who once poured themselves, their toil, 
labor, tears, and prayers into the life of their family, their com-
munity, and their country making it possible for their descen-
dants to enjoy the life they now have.To keep it in pristine form 
is now their goal. Folks have donated time and effort, materials 
and equipment to make this happen. As the volunteers gather, 
there is work to do. However, time is also spent conversing 
about those things they would like to see done in the future re-
lated to the upkeep of the cemetery.

 In early May each year, a newsletter is sent out. Volunteers 
are reminded of the June workday. A fi nancial report is given. 
Goals and plans are shared. Donations are requested. Most of 
the money raised is placed in a CD at the bank.

 Recently, Greenfi eld Monuments were contracted to restore 
and repair some thirty-fi ve of the older headstones which were 
leaning and in disrepair. Dirt was hauled in and spread by Jim 
Rice and his crew in order to restore burial sites. Jim Rice and Jim 
Carmen tore down and removed an old fence on the cemetery’s 
west side. Older headstones were sprayed with a product called, 

A reading by Randy Brown
summed up the sentiment

of all those present on this day.

May this monument be a 
reminder of what is most en-
during, the immortality of the 
soul, memories that never fade, 
and love that remains.

We remember our departed 
family members and others to-
day and we honor them as we 
dedicate this monument as a 
sign of love and respect for all.
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“Wet and Forget,” which when 
used, as the rains fall, headstones 
are washed clean so that engravings 
which had become unreadable are 
once again clear and easy to read, 
thus greatly enhancing and adding 
years to the life of the stone.

 Now, on this day of celebration 
and remembrance, a lovely new 
monument featuring the name of 
the cemetery has been purchased 
and placed in its place, ready to 
be dedicated. It is a day an entire 
community of people have worked 
toward, including the cemetery’s 
current board members: Perrylin 
Harber, Jim Rice, Melinda Evans, 
Ann Utley, Jon Gentry, Don Baker, 
Kittye Roberts, and Randy Brown.

 Some fi fty-fi ve guests regis-
tered, with the ones traveling the 
greatest distance coming from the 
Nashville/Gallatin area . Jim Rice 

had set up chairs for their comfort 
and brought in gators to carry peo-
ple from their cars parked across 
the road to the site under the trees. 
Kittye Roberts, Mistress of Cere-
monies, welcomed those attend-
ing. Dr. Kevin Utley opened with 
prayer, describing the event as a 
day to “honor and remember fam-
ily – who defi ne who we are as a 
people.” Ken Roberts shared the 
early history of the cemetery. Jim 
Rice spoke of the more recent his-
tory. Those attending were invited 
to share their memories, just before 
Anna Utley led those attending in 
singing the hymn, “Morning Has 
Broken.” During the dedication of 
the monument, a responsive read-
ing was led by John Gentry. A re-
ception followed at the close of the 
ceremony following the unveiling 
of the monument, allowing for a 

time of fellowship for all.
 An expression of gratitude was 

offered for all those, who from the 
beginning of the cemetery, volun-
teered their leadership and effort 
and contributed donations, deeds, 
and encouragement, making the 

site the place that was celebrated 
on this day.

Bowen’s Chapel Cemetery is lo-
cated just off of TN-189, between 
Friendship and Tigrett. Please 
view their Facebook page for more 
information.

Pictured with the new monument just before its unveiling are the oldest 
and youngest attendees of a June service to dedicate the new monument 
at the entrance to Bowen’s Chapel Cemetery: (from left) George Rice, 
Dixie Phillips, Charlotte Rowland, Thomas Gentry and Anna Utley.
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Volunteers Saddling Up
for Annual St. Jude Trail Ride
Dear Supporter:

The Buck Creek St. Jude Trail 
Ride has been a major part of 
Crockett County for over twenty 
years. We are extremely fortu-
nate to have St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital, that has 
provided hope for so many in our 
community, within a short driv-
ing distance. We are in full swing 
fi nalizing plans for the upcoming 
Trail Ride to be held at Weav-
er Farms located at 95 Weaver 
Road, Alamo, Tennessee, on Sep-
tember 22nd through September 
25th, 2022.

September is Childhood Can-
cer Awareness Month. We are 
asking the community to be 
more involved the entire month 
of September leading up to the 
Trail Ride to raise awareness and 
help support our efforts to pro-
vide fi nancial support to St. Jude. 
We are planning different events 
within the school system during 
September and challenging local 
businesses to get involved with 
hosting events and donating to 
the Buck Creek St. Jude Trail 
Ride. We will spotlight any indi-
vidual or business on the Face-
book page and Website and share 
pictures to help raise awareness. 
We have hundreds of visitors to 
Crockett County during the last 
week of September and we want 
to make them feel the love that 
our community has for the chil-
dren at St. Jude.

There are so many individuals 
who dedicate countless hours 
of their time behind the scenes 
throughout the year to make this 
event possible. The main focus 
of the Trail Ride is the kids at St. 

Jude. Several businesses have 
contacted us with an interest in 
providing sponsorships for this 
year’s Buck Creek St. Jude Trail 
Ride. Therefore, we have created 
different levels of sponsorship 
to allow the community to be 
recognized for the tremendous 
support that we receive in plan-
ning this event. The deadline to 
be printed on banners and printed 
materials is AUGUST 31, 2022.  
We will accept sponsorships and 
donations at any time, but after 
AUGUST 31, 2022, your name 
will not be listed at the event on 
printed materials.

Attached are details of four 
different sponsorship levels that 
are available this year. Each 
level has a different benefi t to the 
sponsor with additional benefi ts 
as the levels increase. If you have 
other questions, you may contact 
Jane Harden at 731-225-5101 or 
Vickie Branch at 731-676-2230 
or by emailing buckcreekstjude@
gmail.com.

THANK YOU in advance for 
becoming a sponsor of the Buck 
Creek St. Jude Trail Ride. We 
appreciate your support of the 
children of St. Jude through our 
local event and look forward to 
providing you with the details in 
the future of how your commit-
ment has made this Trail Ride 
a success. Please follow our 
Facebook page BUCK CREEK 
TRAIL RIDE and website http://
www.buckcreektrailride.org/ for 
updates and pictures.

Sincerely,

Jane Harden & Vickie Branch
Co-Chairmen



Page 13 The Crockett Rocket - August 2022Like us on Facebook!



Page 14The Crockett Rocket - August 2022 www.TheCrockettNews.com



Page 15 The Crockett Rocket - August 2022Like us on Facebook!



Page 16The Crockett Rocket - August 2022 www.TheCrockettNews.com



Page 17 The Crockett Rocket - August 2022Like us on Facebook!

One of the great things inherent 
in being a Christian is that, not 
only are our sins forgiven, but also 
God has promised to deliver us 
from temptations that could lead 
us to sin.  As Paul wrote to the 
Corinthians, who were literally 
surrounded by temptation:  “There 
hath no temptation taken you but 
such as is common to man: but 
God is faithful, who will not suffer 
you to be tempted above that ye are 
able; but will with the temptation 
also make a way to escape, that ye 
may be able to bear it.” [1 Corin-
thians 10:13].

We all face temptations and 
trials every day, but God has 
promised to deliver those who 
belong to Him.  “Grace be to you 
and peace from God the Father, 
and from our Lord Jesus Christ,  
Who gave Himself for our sins, 
that He might deliver us from this 
present evil world, according to 
the will of God and our Father…” 
[Galatians 1:3-4].  We who have 
presented ourselves to God as 
living sacrifi ces can trust in God 
to deliver us:  “For we would 
not, brethren, have you ignorant 

of our trouble which came to us 
in Asia, that we were pressed 
out of measure, above strength, 
insomuch that we despaired even 
of life:  But we had the sentence 
of death in ourselves, that we 
should not trust in ourselves, but 
in God which raiseth the dead:  
Who delivered us from so great a 
death, and doth deliver: in whom 
we trust that he will yet deliver 
us…” [Corinthians 1:8-10].

God’s desire is for all to be 
saved:  “The Lord is not slack 
concerning His promise, as some 
men count slackness; but is long-
suffering to us-ward, not willing 
that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance.  But 
the day of the Lord will come as 
a thief in the night; in the which 
the heavens shall pass away with 
a great noise, and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat, the 
earth also and the works that are 
therein shall be burned up” [2 Peter 
3:9-10].  Note that “But…”  “Ye 
therefore, beloved, seeing ye know 
these things before, beware lest ye 
also, being led away with the error 
of the wicked, fall from your own 

stedfastness.  But grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him 
be glory both now and for ever. 
Amen” [2 Peter 3:17-18].

God the Father and His Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, both love 
us dearly:  “Hereby perceive 
we the love of God, because He 
laid down his life for us: and we 
ought to lay down our lives for 
the brethren” [1 John 3:16].  “For 
God so loved the world, that 
He gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life.  For God sent not His 
Son into the world to condemn 
the world; but that the world 
through Him might be saved” 
[John 3:16-17].

Since so great a price has 
been paid for our salvation, God 
wants us to persevere, to over-
come the trials and temptations 
of this world.  He expects us to 
make known His power;  “Now 
thanks be unto God, which always 
causeth us to triumph in Christ, 
and maketh manifest the savour 

of His knowledge by us in every 
place” [2 Corinthians 2:14]; to 
show that we are born of God:  
“For whatsoever is born of God 
overcometh the world: and this 
is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even our faith.  Who 
is he that overcometh the world, 
but he that believeth that Jesus is 
the Son of God?  This is He that 
came by water and blood, even 
Jesus Christ; not by water only, 
but by water and blood. And it 
is the Spirit that beareth witness, 
because the Spirit is truth” [1 John 
5:4-6]; and to receive our reward:  
“And He said unto me, It is done. 
I am Alpha and Omega, the begin-
ning and the end. I will give unto 
him that is athirst of the fountain 
of the water of life freely.  He 
that overcometh shall inherit all 
things; and I will be his God, and 
he shall be My son” [Revelation 
21:6-7].

church of Christ at Crossroads
Charles Yawn

Please visit us at:
2118 Johnsons Grove Road
Bells, TN 30006

God’s Word is Truth
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Death Notice
Nancy Rebecca Poston Brasher
January 8, 1952 ~ July 1, 2022

Nancy Rebecca Poston Brasher, 70, of Deca-
turville, TN, passed away Friday, July 1st, at 
Jackson-Madison Co. General Hospital.

Nancy was born January 8, 1952 in Crockett 
County to the late Frank and Martha Wayne 
Poston.

She attended Vennard College in Iowa be-
fore going to cosmetology school. She was a 
retired beautician, and she attended Amazing 
Grace Church in Parsons. She grew up attend-
ing Pond Creek Methodist Church in Crockett 
County.

Nancy is  survived by a step daughter, Jennifer Brasher, of Mem-
phis, TN; a step son ,Brice Brasher, of Memphis, TN; two sisters, 
Marilyn (Tim) Hicke, of Port Naches, TX; Ann (Andy) Hartman, of 
Cookeville, TN; a brother, Ralph (Patsy) Poston, of Alamo, TN;  2 sis-
ters-in-law, Anne Poston, of Alamo, TN and Joyce Poston, of Spring-
field, GA; 2 brothers-in-law, Walter Brasher, of Parsons, TN and 
Frank Brasher, of Jackson, TN; several cousins, nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Ray Cole “Mutt” Brash-
er, and 2 brothers, Franklin and Robert Poston.

Her funeral service was held on Thursday, July 7, 2022, with the 
Rev. Bernie Gerald, Bedford, Texas, officiating. Burial followed at 
Mount Lebanon Cemetery, Decaturville.

Marian K. Heathcott
July 31, 2022

Memorial services for Marian K. Heathcott, 
81, were held Wednesday, August 3, 2022 at 
the Bellevernon Cemetery with the Rev. Trevor 
Sewell officiating.

Mrs. Heathcott died on Sunday, July 31, 
2022, st her residence after a lengthy illness.

She was born in Friendship, TN, daughter of 
the late Hubert and Fern Thompson Welch and 
had lived most of her life in the area. She was 
a retired employee of the Crockett Telephone 
Co. as a bookkeeper and a member of the Eliz-
abeth United Methodist Church.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by a daughter, 
Debbie Heathcott York.

Survivors include her daughter, Daphne Garrestt (Bill) of Friend-
ship, TN, grandchildren Joe Garrett, Brandy Adams (Chad), Jody 
Garrett, Danny Adams and Haleigh Adams.

At her request, she was cremated.
Materials may be made to NOAH, Bellevernon Cemetery or the 

Alzheimer’s Association.
Friendship Funeral Home had charge of the services.

Arts Council of Crockett TN
Upcoming Opportunities
Performing Arts 

Classes
These classes are being taught by 

Kathy Kail.  Kathy is a voice, pia-
no, band and choral student of the 
late Joe Kincaid.  She has a Master 
of Arts degree in Education.  Kathy 
has 40 years of experience teaching 
school music and choral music to 
children in Pre-K through Grade 12, 
accompanying college age students 
at Lambuth University, serving as 
Music Director and Pianist for two 
churches, serving as Music Direc-
tor and Pianist for local theatre and 
teaching private voice and piano.

Please email her (kathy.kail.7@
gmail.com) if you’d like for any-
one in your family to participate in 
this opportunity.  Classes will be 
held after school at the Bells The-
atre.  The classes are provided at no 
cost to members of the Arts Council.  
Family memberships are $50.00 per 
year.  This includes everyone in your 
household.

Our next show is “Halloween on 
Broadway” and will be presented in 
the Bells Theatre Sept. 23 and 24.  
After a 2 week break, classes will re-
sume and the “Christmas in Crock-
ett” show will be Dec. 2 and 3.

Classes meet once a week except 
for a few extra rehearsals prior to the 
shows.  All ages from Grade 1 thru 
12 and all adults are invited to par-
ticipate.  

  The recent “God Bless America” 
show in June featured 45 singers 
from Grades 1 – 12 and adults from 
ages 18 – 70.  We had capacity audi-
ences and rave reviews.  

The classes (and shows) include 
singing, choreography and acting.  
Email Kathy  by August 8 if you’re 
interested. 

Fall Elementary 
Musical

The fall musical will be directed 
by Sarah Conley, a speech and the-
atre student of the late Freda Kenner.  
She has a Master of Arts degree in 
Education. She has 40 years of ex-
perience teaching school students, 
serving as School Librarian, working 
with students at church in Sunday 
School and Vacation Bible School 
and directing dozens of musicals. 
Sarah owns and operates Crockett 
Day School in Alamo and is Presi-
dent of the Arts Council of Crockett, 
TN.  

Kathy Kail will serve as Music 
Director and Pianist for the fall 
musical which will be “The Wiz.”  
Auditions sre August 16, 17, 18 at 
the CCHS Theatre from 3 to 5.Stu-
dents in Grades 4, 5 and 6 are invit-
ed to audition. The musical which 
includes the hits Home, Ease On 
Down the Road and Everybody Re-
joice, will be presented Nov. 10, 11, 
12 and 13.
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Alfresco Pasta Brand, LLC
to Expand, Relocate to Crockett

Nashville-based 
artisan specialty foods 
manufacturer to invest 
nearly $4 million in 
relocation and expansion 
to Northwest Tennessee

Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee, Depart-
ment of Economic and Community 
Development Commissioner Bob 
Rolfe and Alfresco Pasta Brand, 
LLC announced recently the com-
pany will invest $3.8 million to 
expand and relocate its operations 
from Nashville to Bells, Tennes-
see.

The project represents the cre-
ation of 35 new jobs in Crockett 
County.

“Increasing the number of 
high-quality jobs in rural Tennes-
see is one of my top priorities, and 
I appreciate Alfresco Pasta for cre-
ating employment opportunities 
for residents in Crockett County. 
This community will benefi t from 
this investment for years to come,” 
said Gov. Bill Lee.

Alfresco Pasta’s expansion and 
relocation to Northwest Tennes-
see will support the company’s 
growth and increasing product de-

mand. Located at 278 Evans Road 
in Bells, the company plans to be 
operational in 2022.

“Alfresco Pasta’s decision to 
continue to do business in our state 
underscores Tennessee’s business 
friendly climate and highly skilled 
workforce,” said TNECD Com-
missioner Bob Rolfe. “Tennessee 
provides companies with a number 
of advantages to help them grow 
and succeed, and we believe Al-
fresco Pasta will fi nd a welcoming 
home in the Bells community. We 
thank Chris and his team for their 
continued investment and job cre-
ation in Tennessee.”

With more than 20 years in the 
artisan food industry, Alfresco Pas-
ta specializes in handcrafted fresh 
pasta, sauces, pizza dough and 
prepared meals. Since its founding 
in Nashville in 2000, the compa-
ny has grown its restaurant, hotel 
and high-end foodservice custom-
er distribution network to include 
more than 10 warehouses serving 
40 states.

In the last fi ve years, TNECD has 
supported more than 40 economic 
development projects in North-
west Tennessee resulting in nearly 
6,500 job commitments and ap-

proximately $1.5 billion in capital 
investment.

“We appreciate the tremendous 
support we’ve gotten from TNECD 
and other groups within Crockett 
County, and we love the solid work 
force and strong shipping lanes 
for transportation that the area of-
fers. Moving to our new location 
in Bells will enable Alfresco Pasta 
to increase our production capac-

ity by over six times our current 
rate, helping us meet the growing 
demand for our high-end product 
line including with large national 
accounts. It also gives us the abil-
ity to expand our offering with in-
novative new products to keep up 
with the rising demand for fresh, 
healthy foods,” said Chris Grisson, 
president, Alfresco Pasta Brands, 
LLC.
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All About The Kids
BY JUDY POSTON

judyposton1963@gmail.com
 He was appointed, in 1984, by 

Mayor C.H. Conley, to serve on the 
school board at Alamo City School. 
He has served for thirty-eight years 
now, including a number of years 
when he held the offi ce of chair-
man. “My focus,” he says, “Has al-
ways been the kids....it’s all about 
the kids.” The children are a subject 
close to his heart, so much so, that 
it is diffi cult for him to speak of the 
subject without his eyes welling up 
with tears. Now, ACS is showing its 
appreciation for the many years of 
service Lawrence Harden has giv-
en to the school and its children by 
serving on its school board.

 Lawrence made his entrance into 
this world in 1946. Born just out-
side of Alamo, in the community of 
Quincy, Lawrence recalls the store 
on the corner there where he says 
he ate “many a bologna sandwich, 
growing up.” Lawrence’s dad was a 
tenant farmer. It was a goal of the 
community to keep their little one 
room school house operating there 
for as long as possible. Towards 
that end, they rounded up as many 
children as they could muster, in-
cluding Lawrence. Even though he 
was only 5 years old, he began his 
school career in fi rst grade at the 
Quincy school house. Of course, his 
early entrance into public learning 
caused him to graduate at age 17. 
Upon graduation, he could not get a 
job because he hadn’t turned 18 yet.

 The family would move to Car-
roll County where his father con-
tinued to farm, then near Brazil, the 
location of his granddaddy’s farm. 
Lawrence graduated from Spring 
Hill.

 Melba Nichols’ family lived on 
a farm in the Elizabeth Communi-
ty near Friendship. Soon after her 
father passed away, she and her 
mother and sister moved to Alamo. 
Lawrence and Melba fell in love 
and married in 1964. While living 
on Church Street in Alamo, they 
welcomed into their home the fi rst 

of their two daughters, Stephanie.
 At this time, Lawrence was 

working for the railroad in Jackson. 
It was a job he had landed after he 
turned 18. He worked at this job for 
some 7 ½ years. Lawrence rented 
land at Quincy and 35 acres of cot-
ton, working night shift at the rail-
road, farming by day. He continued 
this schedule until he could make a 
living by farming full-time.

 From the beginning of his ten-
ure on the school board, Lawrence 
always pushed for students to get 
whatever was needed in order for 
them to be well educated during the 
time they spent at the elementary 
school. The question that always 
determined which direction he de-
sired to go was, “What’s best for the 
kids?” He says, “ACS is involved in 
the backpack program. A signifi cant 
number of children depend on this 
program in order to have food to eat 
on the weekend.” When he served 
as chairman, his goal was always to 
do the best he could with what they 
had. “I wanted to make the money 
stretch as far as we could and get 
the most bang for our buck,” he 
tells. 

 A current problem at ACS in-
volves the need for a larger lunch-
room. The school has already taken 
out a wall and added the space of 
two classrooms to make the cafe-
teria larger. Still, it is not enough. 
It takes three shifts to get students 
through the line and seated. 

 Current board members which 
include present Chairman Jor-
dan Spraggins and Lawrence have 
sought how to best address this 
problem. A loan has now been ap-
proved. Construction for an exten-
sion on the lunchroom has started. 
Lawrence says the larger and more 
effi cient lunchroom will create 
more time for teachers to spend 
teaching their students. It is hoped 
that this project will be completed 
by the fi rst of the year although that 
will be determined by many vari-
ables beyond the school board’s 
control. ACS is in the process of up-

grading other parts of the building, 
including doors and windows. They 
are also looking to hire, as soon as 
possible, a School Resource Offi cer 
to aid in school safety.

 Melba worked for many years at 
the People’s Bank, retiring in 2013. 
Lawrence put in one more crop be-
fore following her into retirement 
from farming in 2014. Daughter, 
Stephanie Ramey, her husband 
Charles, and their two daughters, 
Stormy and Summer reside near 
Gadsden. Youngest daughter, Hol-
ly, attended business school follow-
ing her high school graduation and 
worked as a scheduler for Dr. Kail 
for 16 years. She now lives in her 
maternal grandmother’s house in 
Alamo. 

 This past spring when school 
board members, teachers, staff, stu-

dents, and community met for the 
ground-breaking ceremony for the 
new addition for the cafeteria, a 
special announcement revealed that 
the cafeteria would be named in 
Lawrence’s honor. When the con-
struction is complete, the new room 
will be fi lled with the excited chat-
ter of happy children as they brake 
for lunch and enjoy a hearty meal 
with their friends and classmates, 
before returning to their classrooms 
and the instruction of their teachers. 

 It was the desire of each of these 
who chose this honor for Lawrence 
to show their appreciation for all 
the years he has served and contin-
ues to serve the children and their 
families at ACS. Thank you, Law-
rence, for always making it.... all 
about the kids.

Lawrence Harden
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ACS Students Illustrate Book
The 10 Alamo City School 6th grade Color of Music winners illustrated 

“Good Night Alamo,” and hope to get it published. Check out the ACS 
Facebook page to see their drawings of the “Small Town with a Big Heart.”
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Crockett Christian School…

Ready for a New Year

Zach Cooke
Graduate of Crockett Christian School, class of 2020

BY JUDY POSTON
judyposton1963@gmail.com

 She tells that she found the LORD at age 
14. It was at that time that she fi rst attended 
a Christian school. It was a combination of 
these two events that changed her life and 
made her realize, “This is what I want to 
do with my life.” Brandy Smith has been 
working with students for the past twelve 
years. The last six have been in Christian 
Education. The past four-fi ve at Crockett 
Christian School in Maury City. 

 Brandy grew up in Dyersburg where she 
resides today with her husband of twen-
ty-two years and her four children. Her 
two older children graduated from Crock-
ett Christian School. Her two younger 
children remain students there. Brandy is 
happiest when she is spending time with 
her family or her church family. She loves 
to accompany the youth of the church on 
their outings and activities. 

 Brandy is drawn to children with special 
needs and began her career working spe-
cifi cally with them. Within the church she 
attends in Union City, she works with this 
group in their Sunday School Classes.At 
CCS, she loves the challenge of working 
with a child who previously struggled and 
seeing them excel in their work and in life.

 Brandy tells of the school, that the chil-
dren and adults have become family. In 
the past couple of years, nine students – 

a large part of the student body at CCS – 
have graduated. Those students are greatly 
missed. Brandy stays in touch with each 
of these. They remain in her thoughts and 
prayers. 

 Brandy shares that she loves to just 
have fun with her class at CCS as well as 
spend time with them learning. They en-
joy thoughtful discussions in class that en-
hances and builds on the learning complet-
ed with their consumable text books and 
on-line learning. 

 Brandy tells that CCS is a great school 
and adds that she has seen many chal-
lenged students excel there. 

 When not teaching, Brandy can often 
be found volunteering her time at Crockett 
Mission Store. 

 Zachary Cooke is a proud graduate of 
Crockett Christian School, class of 2020. 
He began attending classes there during 
his freshman year of high school. At fi rst, 
things were a tad diffi cult. He knew no one 
there. He was not accustomed to the meth-
od of teaching used at CCS. And, he tells 
he was not so familiar with Christianity 
and the teachings of the Bible.

 As time went on, Zach started to excel 
socially where before he had been some-
what withdrawn. Ms. Brandy says, “He 
really came out of his shell.” He began to 

enjoy his school work. Zach tells that he liked that his science 
focused on creation. He also appreciates that one of his math 
courses taught practical life skills – checking, saving, taxes, 
and interests. 

 Zach also learned to appreciate the “chart system” used at 
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Brandy Smith, teacher at Crockett Christian School, in Maury 
City, pictured with her husband of 22 years.

CCS. Each student has a chart. When a 
book is completed, students, who work 
at their own pace, earn a star. Students 
use this visual which aids them in eas-
ily understanding the progress they 
have made each quarter. This was part 
of Zach’s motivation which encour-
aged him to do his best. 

 Zach also enjoyed the game consoles 
that students were free to use during 
their break times as well as corn hole, 
table tennis, and board games. 

 Today, Zach attends Computer Infor-
mation Technology Classes at Tennes-
see College of Applied Technology in 
McKenzie where he makes good grades 
and will soon take his Core 2 Exam. 

 Zach also works at Crockett Mis-
sion and enjoys going to the gym in his 
spare time. 

 Crockett Christian School uses 
A.C.E. Curriculum which is a Chris-
tian-based, Christ-centered curriculum 
that is used nation-wide as well as in 
other countries and is a popular re-

source with missionaries using it with 
their own children. It is an accredit-
ed school which offers individualized 
learning which means students work 
at their own pace. Ms. Brandy shares a 
highlight of the curriculum, “They of-
fer a superior English program.”

 For more information on Crock-
ett Christian School, please contact 
Brandy by calling or texting 1-731-
334-7927 or by emailing her at crock-
ettchristian@hotmail.com. Brandy 
would be delighted to share how to en-
roll your student. 

 The school is located at 175 Chest-
nut Bluff Road, Maury City. It is 
housed in the same building as Crock-
ett Mission. Classes at CCS are held 
Monday-Thursday, 8:00-2:30 each 
day. Classes for the 2022-2023 school 
year begin shortly after Labor Day on 
September 7th.

 Brandy is ready to begin a new 
school year and is looking forward to 
welcoming students back to class AND 
is eager to see a few new faces as well.
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Crockett Keeps on Rocking
BY JUDY POSTON

judyposton1963@gmail.com
Five year old Cannon Stribling 

walked into Crockett Memorial Li-
brary, glanced over at a Crockett 
Rocket display near the door and let 
out a shout. Pointing to the Rock-
et’s July cover, he said excitedly, 
“That’s the rock I found.”

 As soon as Janie Williams Lewis 
heard about the project, she texted 
Stacy Gibson Sartain, “I want to 
paint rocks,” she told her. She soon 
made her fi rst contribution – a bag 
fi lled with painted rocks – happy 
reds and blues, cheerful oranges and 
greens,bright purples and lavenders 
– backgrounds ready for others to 
add eye-catching drawings and en-
couraging words. “I am as excited 
as any kid,” Janie said. 

 The Crockett Rocks Facebook 
page, birthed and moderated by 
Stacy Gibson Sartain, features 
pictures of rocks that have been 
located. Crockett County Trustee 
Gary Spraggins has most recently 
found the “Be Happy” rock which 
has been hid and re-hid. With its 
yellow daisies drawn on a spring 
green background, the very sight 
of it invites a smile. The “Hope” 

rock, with it’s white letters painted 
against a multicolored background, 
is the rock that, so far, wins the 
award for “Most Traveled.” It has 
been hid and found at least 9 times! 

 In addition to photos of rocks 
that have been found, clues are of-
ten given on the Facebook page as 
to where a rock has been hidden. 
“Grab a sweet treat and a cup of Joe 
to go or ‘Lounge’ with us while you 
savor your selection,” led readers to 
the Cafe Lounge on Caviler Drive, 
one of Crockett County’s newest 
businesses. “If your animal is feel-
ing under the weather, you’d better 
get here really quick. These gals 
treat them all – really big and really 
small,” had rock hunters stamped-
ing towards Alamo’s Animal Clinic.

 The two outside dates for paint-
ing rocks which were previously an-
nounced had to be canceled due to 
the extreme heat. Madelyn Woods 
had some great ideas for rock paint-
ing at the indoor event held at Mau-
ry City First Baptist(her rocks look 
exquisite)and agreed to share some 
of her painting techniques at the 
second indoor event held at Crock-
ett Memorial Library.

 Alamo Learning Academy stu- Eli Cecil, wearing a fl ag shirt, gladly shows off his fl ag rock, paint still 
wet - just one of his original creations while rock painting at Crockett 
Memorial Library. 

Crockett County Trustee Gary Spraggins displays the “Be 
Happy” rock he found. Just look at the smile it brought to his 
face. 

dents and teachers added rocks they 
decorated to the basket to be hid.Eli 
Cecil, who participated in the library’s 
event, along with his family, found joy 
in painting fl ags (similar to the one on 
his shirt) on the rocks he decorated. 
If you fi nd one with a sequined purse 
which encourages, “Shop Crockett,” 
that’s one I made! 

 With school starting back and 
fall activities getting underway, the 
Crockett Rocks Spreading Kindness 
Project is a fun activity for class-
rooms, church youth groups, scout 
groups, senior citizen groups, or the 
family gathered around the kitchen 
table. It’s a project that crosses gener-
ational boundaries and creates fun for 
every age group. 

 For those who would like to attach 
the message of explanation, here it is 
in its entirety. Stacy attaches with rib-
bon. Remember: Please do not hide on 
private property without permission. 

 “I am part of the Crockett Rocks
 Spreading Kindness Project!
 Please take your picture with me 

and
 Post it on the Crockett Rocks Face-

book page.
 Then hide me where someone else 

can fi nd me.
 It’s all about spreading smiles and 

kindness throughout Crockett County. 
 Have a Great Day!
 Crockett Rocks!”
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Cannon Stribling discovers the “Dream” rock while exploring for 
fi reworks. 
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Seven Flags for Seven Brothers
BY JUDY POSTON

judyposton1963@gmail.com
 A family of 12 – Father Luther, 

Mother Adelle, and 10 siblings. The 
boys – Billy, Jack, Ray, Otha, Gene, 
Joe, Weldon and their sisters – Dor-
othy, Kathryn, and Frances.

The Camp family were share-
croppers. During the heat of the 
day, they worked together in the 
fi elds. They played together as the 
sun sank low in the evening.

Then the clouds of war began to 
gather. 

Billy was the fi rst to leave in 
1942. That same year, Luther and 
Adelle said good-bye to their son 
Jack as he, too, went off to war. Two 
years later, Ray began a 20-year ca-
reer with the Navy. The following 
year, Otha, took up arms to answer 
the call of his Uncle Sam. He, too, 
would give 20 years of his life serv-
ing his country. World War II would 
come to an end. However, the three 
younger brothers, Gene, Joe, and 

Weldon, would also proudly serve 
their country, the United States of 
America, with Joe serving a career 
of 23 years.

All total, the years the seven broth-
ers gave, in full-time active duty to 
their nation, numbers 76. Only Joe 
and Gene remain. The others have 
gone on to their eternal reward. 

With their parents’ grave-sites 
being located on the hill overlook-
ing Tennessee Highway 189, in 
Friendship (Sudbury) Cemetery, it 
was thought a perfect spot to place 
a memorial to the brothers in hon-
or of the parents who reared them. 
Looking just beyond the graves of 
Luther and Adele, is a stone, en-
graved with the words, “Camp 
Family Brothers.” Pictures of the 
seven brothers in their uniforms are 
included. First come the pictures of 
the four brothers to serve in World 
War II. Underneath these are the 
other three brothers who served in 
the years following that war. Beside 

each picture is the men’s rank and 
the years they served. Behind the 
monument, seven fl ags fl y...seven 
fl ags for seven brothers. Joe says, 

“We did it in honor of our parents.”
Thank you to the Camp family. 

Because of you and others like you, 
Old Glory fl ies.

Directly behind the graves of Luther and Adell Camp is a monument 
dedicated to their serven sons who served a total of 76 years in full-
time active service to their country.

Seven Flags for Seven Brothers
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