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Bells Garden Club's Annual Flower Show
Carrying on a Beloved Tradition 

in an Exciting New Venue
BY JUDY POSTON

judyposton1963@gmail.com
 The Bells Garden Club has been 

an active entity within the Crock-
ett County Community for many 
years, adding beauty, color, and 
joy to the lives of many. Member 
Martha Berry has fond memories 
of its annual fl ower show being 
held at the Bells Methodist Church 
when she was a little girl. “My 
grandmother would let me pick a 
fl ower, put it in a coke bottle, and 
enter it in the contest. Sometimes 
I would get a ribbon,” she says. 
Nancy Freeman commits on Mar-
tha's story, “Even today, anyone 
can enter the fl ower show just like 
that.”

 The Bells Garden Club dates 
its beginnings to some time after 
World War II. Their civic activi-
ties include maintaining the fl ow-
er pots that grace the community 
of downtown Bells as well as the 
fl ower box that surrounds the sign 
on the front lawn at Crockett Me-
morial Library, and recognizing 
“The Yard of the Month” in the 
community of Bells. Too, they of-
ten provide seasonal arrangements 
to add to the décor at the Bells 
Nursing Home, the splashes of 

color, effectively bringing smiles 
to the faces of its residents. 

 The organization meets once a 
month with the exception of July 
when no meeting is held. Each 
meeting features a guest speaker. 

Anyone can attend. Member Ani-
ta Kail tells it is the practice of 
featuring a special speaker each 
month that fi rst drew her to the 
club. “I knew there was a wealth of 
information waiting on me there,” 

she says. 
 Their yearly plant sale takes 

place each year in early April. 
All plants are locally grown and 
knowledgeable individuals are 
present to answer questions and 
offer information on how to best 
care for customers' purchases. The 
plant sale is the group's only fund-
raiser. Money raised is used to help 
fi nance college scholarships, and 
cover the cost of the club's efforts 
to beautify the community. The 
group maintains a Facebook page 
which they use to announce, publi-
cize, and promote the spring plant 
sale as well as all their additional 
activities.

 Bells Garden Club holds their 
annual fl ower show during the 
month of June. This year, the spe-
cial event, which has not been held 
since 2019 due to the pandemic, is 
scheduled for Saturday, June 11. 
Public viewing will be held be-
tween the hours of 2:00 and 4:00, 
immediately following the judg-
ing, which is done by trained, cer-
tifi ed judges who are members of 
other garden clubs. 

 The members of the club and 
citizens of the town of Bells are 
pleased and downright excited to 
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announce a brand new venue for 
the show – The Bells Theater. The 
fl ower show will provide an oppor-
tunity for many to view the interi-
or of the new theater for the fi rst 
time, while participating in a fun, 
unique, and educational experi-
ence involving horticulture. There 
is no cost to attend and no cost for 
placing an entry for judging. Cate-
gories to be judged include artistic 
design, greenery, blooming shrubs, 
and more. Anyone who would like 

to enter fl owers and plants is wel-
come to do so. The plant's name 
and its scientifi c name should be 
given. Garden club members can 
help with this information. 

 Appropriate for the new venue 
is the theme for this year's fl ower 
show, “LET'S GO TO THE MOV-
IES.” A kid's category is available 
for entering for individuals up to 
age 18. The directions are to make 
a creative interpretation of a favor-
ite children's movie, with a display 
measuring 28” x 30” in dimen-
sions. Entries need to include the 
movie's title and a list of fl owers 
used in creating the display. Fresh 
or dried fl owers may be used. 

 An exceptional feature of the 
planned fl ower show will be the 
“Movie Category” with displays 
being created by the club mem-
bers for viewing by the attendees. 
The three categories are “Singing 
in the Rain,” “Breakfast at Tiffa-
ny's,” and “It's a Wonderful Life.” 
There will be four entries for each 
category. The entries will be set 
either on a pedestal or against a 
backdrop. Everything included in 

the display will be made of live or 
dried materials.

 Also, featured at the fl ower 
show, for sale, will be vases, plant-
ers, and other fl ower/plant contain-
ers, and garden books from the col-
lection of long time Bells Garden 
Club member and garden enthusi-
ast, Mrs. Georgia Elizer. A monthly 
gardening guide will also be avail-
able for purchase. When should a 
gardener cut back his hydrangea 
bush? When should tulip bulbs be 
planted? This and much more in-
formation is included in the guide. 
This alone, members of the garden 
club share, is more than worth any-
body's time to stop in and pick up.

 Anyone who is interested in at-
tending the garden club's monthly 
meetings, becoming a member, 
or participating in anyway in the 
fl ower show can contact the fol-
lowing individuals for more infor-
mation:

Martha Berry 663-0878
Nancy Freeman 695-4766
Anita Kail 663-9958
 Martha says of the Bells Garden 

Club, “We always welcome new 

club members as well as general 
pubic participation in the garden 
show. Roses, lilies, any blooming 
shrub or tree, hosta, zinnia – any 
fl ower can be entered. People 
should share what they grow.”

 Mark the date on your calendar. 
Check their Facebook page for up-
dates and information. Make plans 
now to attend the 2022 Flower 
Show sponsored by the Bells Gar-
den Club.
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Fashion Merchandising Students Attend 
Las Vegas MagicMart Trade Show

MagicMart, located in Las Vegas, 
is the most comprehensive fash-
ion trade show in the country. This 
year, eight fashion merchandising 
students from the University of 
Tennessee at Martin made their fi rst 
trip and met with brand representa-
tives, attended educational sessions 
and got a fi rst look at the upcoming 
fashion trends. 

The trade show, which was held 
in the Las Vegas Convention Cen-
ter, featured three different halls: one 
dedicated to the brands’ booths and 
educational sessions, one dedicated 
to men’s wear and streetwear and 
one dedicated to materials and sus-
tainability. Students visited booths 
belonging to established and up-
and-coming brands such as Pura 
Vida, Ugg, and Wasabi + Mint, net-
worked with brand representatives 
and learned about topics important 
to their studies, such as perfecting 
their brand pitch and forecasting up-
coming trends.

When Peyton Ross, a senior from 
Caruthersville, Missouri, began 
studying fashion merchandising, she 
never expected to meet a personality 
from one of her favorite television 
shows, let alone receive professional 
advice from one.

“I actually got to meet one of the 
Real Housewives from New Jersey, 
Melissa Gorga, and I got to take a 
picture with her. I kind of fangirled 
over that a little bit, just because 

anyone who knows me, I'm always 
watching any of (the cast members), 
doesn't matter which one,” Ross 
said. “I know she has a big platform, 
but she still knows how to utilize that 
and talk about her platform, and she 
knows how to pitch very well. You 
have to be able to pitch something, 
and you have to be able to perfect it, 
and she can do that.”

Although Ross had an interest in 
fashion and a drive to keep up with 
trends, fashion did not come to her 
as an immediate major choice. It 
wasn’t until she found out about UT 
Martin’s fashion merchandising pro-
gram that she considered a career in 
fashion.

“I was just struggling so hard to 
fi gure out what I wanted to do for 
the rest of my life that wouldn’t feel 
like a chore, and I wouldn't get tired 
of going to work,” Ross said. “I saw 
that Martin had a fashion program, 
and I was like, ‘This is perfect. I 
love what I'm gonna do. I will nev-
er get tired of it.’ There's something 
new every single day being invent-
ed in fashion that people don't even 
realize with fabrics or anything like 
that.”

The trip was an opportunity for 
Ross to learn more about the indus-
try she is passionate about and pre-
pare for her future career in fashion 
forecasting. Fashion forecasters ana-
lyze popular forms of media, interior 
design and architecture to try to fore-

cast what colors and styles will be on 
trend for the next year.

“Seeing (industry professionals) 
and the fashion forecasters and the 
other speakers talk, it just made me 
love fashion even more, and it makes 
me so excited about graduating col-
lege and getting started into the in-
dustry,” Ross said.

Because of the outcome of this 
year’s trip, other yearly trips will be 
planned for students to travel region-

ally, nationally, and even interna-
tionally.

“I am a strong proponent of expe-
riential learning, and travel aids the 
learning process,” Dr. Dr. Mercan 
Derafshi, assistant professor of fash-
ion merchandising and organizer of 
the trip, said.

For more information about UT 
Martin’s fashion merchandising 
program, contact Derafshi at mder-
afsh@utm.edu.

Dr. Mercan Derafshi, assistant professor of fashion merchandising, 
at the Las Vegas MagicMart Trade Show (from left, back row) and 
students Jordan Snyder of Arlington, Elizabeth Bass of Moscow, 
Olivia Pierce of Paris, Nyx De La Cerda of Somerville, (front row) 
April Vidal of Nashville, Peyton Ross of Caruthersville, Missouri, 
Madeleine Haynes of Halls, and Ameer Gray of Murfreesboro (not 
pictured).
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Scream loudly
 5. Antidepressant (abbr.)
 8. The bill in a restaurant
11. Oblong pulpits
13. Adult female chicken
14. Abnormal breathing
15. Financial obligations
16. Belonging to a thing
17. Winged
18. Peoples
20. College hoops tourna-

ment
21. An informal body of 

friends
22. Region of the world
25. In an early way
30. Connected by kinship
31. Type of tree
32. Offi cial order
33. Foundation for an idea
38. Small, faint constella-

tion
41. Book lovers
43. Vegetable
45. Cabbage variety
47. A way to heal
49. Illuminated
50. Dish that features a 

stick
55. Insurance-related costs 

(abbr.)
56. Solid water
57. Soldier’s gear
59. “Uncle Buck” actress 

Hoffmann
60. Former measure of 

length
61. Arabic name meaning 

“spring”
62. Doctors’ group
63. Actress Susan
64. Appropriate

CLUES DOWN
 1. Cool!
 2. Hebrew unit of measure
 3. Swedish rock group
 4. College army
 5. Black eye
 6. One who stopped work-

ing
 7. Teach a value
 8. Rhythmic patterns
 9. “MASH” actor Alda
10. “Friday Night Lights” 

director
12. Midway between south 

and southeast
14. Indian musical pattern
19. Fulfi ll a desire
23. Water soaked soil
24. Brass instrument
25. Before
26. Popular color
27. Peyton’s little brother
28. Partner to cheese
29. Put onto
34. “Much __ about noth-

ing”

35. A way to mend
36. Anger
37. Soviet Socialist Repub-

lic
39. Mobilized
40. Resembles an earlobe
41. Cut of meat
42. Nigerian people
44. Recently
45. Square stone building at 

Mecca
46. Adhere to orders
47. Adventure story
48. Marine bivalve mollusk
51. Retrospective analysis 

(abbr.)
52. Actor Pitt
53. Tibetan village
54. A way to change by 

heating
58. A beam 

of sunshine

Answers are 
on Page 31.
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God Bless America

Meleah Gateley Daniel Joyner

The new Performing Arts Class-
es of the Arts Council of Crockett, 
TN (ACCT) are proud to present 
their fi rst show.  The shows will be 
held in the new Bells Theatre June 
3 at 7:00 p.m. and June 4 at 2:00 
p.m.  Tickets will be available at 
the door and cost $10 each for ages 
12 and above.  For students young-
er than 12, the admission price will 
be $5.

The patriotic (summer) show will 
feature students of all ages (grades 
1 thru 12 and adults 18 and over).  
Current (Grade 1 – 12) students 
are:  Karalise, Evan and Katelyn 
Myatt, Alyssa Byrd, Anna Paige 
Laughlin, Olivia Owens, Archer 
Love, Bo Conley, Jolee Hardin, 
Caleigh Howell, Brenna Clement, 
Casen Mosier, Lacey and Cadie 
Loggins, Georgia and Adalyn Bak-
er, Josie Davidson, Samantha Scal-
lion, Millie Lovelace, Konnor and 
Kortney Turnage, Braxton Gibson, 
Carleigh McKeen, Luke Gateley, 
Miley Simmons, Dalton Milam, 
Laina Turpen, Presley Williams, 
Kyla, Kristofer and Kaidyn Phil-
lips, Alyssa Roy, Lauren, Parker 
and Lucy Nicks and Gracie Farmer.

Our show will also feature the 
new ACCT Community Choir 
which is adults ages 18 and over.  

Joining the Performing Arts Cast 
will be guest artist Daniel Joyner.  
Daniel is currently the Minister of 
Music at Malesus Baptist Church 
and sings with the Jackson Sym-
phony.  Daniel attended Crockett 
County High School and partici-
pated in the annual All-West TN 
Honor Choirs as well as the All-
State TN Honor Choirs.  He is an 
alumnus of Kincaid-Gooch Voice 
Studio and appeared on television 
during several rounds of “Ameri-
ca’s Got Talent” in 2016.  He grad-
uated in 2020 from Mississippi 
State University with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Music Education 
(Vocal and Band).  Daniel’s mu-
sical theatre experience includes:  
Guys and Dolls, Back to the 80s, 

High School Musical 2, Hello Dol-
ly, Smokey Joe’s Café, Hairspray 
and Footloose. 

Another guest artist will be Me-
leah Gateley.  Meleah is currently 
attending the University of Ken-
tucky to obtain her Master of Arts 
degree in Music Therapy.  Meleah 
attended Home Life Academy and 
also participated in the annual All-
West TN Honor Choirs as well as 
the All-State TN Honor Choirs.  
Meleah graduated from the Uni-
versity of TN at Martin in 2020 
with a Bachelor of Music degree in 
Vocal Performance. Meleah’s mu-
sical theatre experience includes:  
Hairspray, Guys and Dolls, Wizard 
of Oz, Oklahoma, The Music Man, 
Annie and Mamma Mia.

Don’t miss this show which will 
pay tribute to our great country, 
the U.S.A.  All men and women 
who are veterans or in active-du-
ty military service will be recog-
nized during the show.  Our show, 
which will feature live musicians, 
includes The Armed Forces Med-
ley, God Bless America, Hamilton 
Medley, Spirituals, Yankee Doodle 
Dandy and many other songs and 
dialogue that tell the story of our 
American History.  

The Performing Arts Studio Di-
rector is Kathy Kail.  Kathy is a 
retired choral teacher from Crock-
ett County High School.  A stu-
dent of the late Joe Kincaid, she 
has been teaching piano, general 
music, choir, voice and theatre for 
the past 40 years.  She is currently 
the Fitness Instructor at the Crock-
ett County Senior Center and the 
Pianist at Alamo First Methodist 
Church in addition to her work 
with the Arts Council.

To sign up for the Fall session 
of Performing Arts Classes (Grade 
1 thru 12 and all adults ages 18 
and up), email Ms. Kail at Kathy.
kail.7@gmail.com.  The Fall ses-
sion will begin in August with a 
Halloween Show in late Septem-
ber.



Page 10The Crockett Rocket - May 2022 www.TheCrockettNews.com

Ball Partners with Recycle Aerosol 
to Boost US Can Recycling Rates

Ball is partnering with Recycle 
Aerosol to increase the recycling 
rates of aluminium aerosol cans in 
the US.

Ball said it is committed to 
building strategic partnerships that 
can help the industry move toward 
a world where materials can be 
used over and over again.

Predrag Ozmo, sustainability 
manager, Ball Corporation, said, 
“Beverage cans are really setting 
the benchmark for aluminium 
packaging recycling and at Ball 
we are working towards those 
same high standards for aerosol 
cans. There are several reasons 
why aerosol cans still have some 
ground to make up, including 
a lack of consumer education 
around proper disposal and 
recyclability of aerosol cans in 
general. At Ball, we recognize 
the existing issues in the end-of-
life management of aluminium 
aerosol cans. We are committed to 
signifi cantly improving recycling 
rates worldwide, working together 
with the industry, our value chain 

partners and brand owners. We 
are confi dent that by joint efforts 
and dedicated work, we can 
make aluminium aerosol cans as 
recyclable as beverage cans and 
keep the precious metal they are 
built from in the infi nite material 
loop.”

Each year in the US, a small 
portion of fi lled aerosol cans are 
deemed unsaleable and are never 
used by consumers, for a variety of 
reasons.

Gary Okey, executive vice-
president, Recycle Aerosol in Bells, 
said, “Recycle Aerosol has four 
decades of experience recycling 
unsaleable fi lled aerosol bottles 
and cans that include damaged 
packaging, manufacturing rejects, 
out of date contents or changed 
marketing campaigns which may 
not otherwise be recycled.  As our 
core business, Recycle Aerosol has 
developed and honed its engineered 
process to collect the fl uids and 
gases from the unused aerosol and 
provide these valuable separated 
ingredients to new end users.”

Not only does the partnership 
increase the recycling of aerosol 
cans, it also creates a closed-
loop process where used cans are 
recycled into new aerosol cans, 
according to Ball who said it is 
very energy and carbon effi cient to 
produce aluminium products from 
recycled aluminium. The alloys 
used for producing aluminium 
aerosols are of high purity, so 
when sourced specifi cally from 
recycled aluminium aerosol bottles 
and cans, there are effi ciency gains 
that also reduce the need for virgin 
aluminium.

Predrag Ozmo added, “Alumin-
ium is a prime example of true 
material circularity – 75% of all 
aluminium ever produced is still in 
use today and it can be recycled in-
fi nitely, without loss of quality. It is 
also one of the most valuable mate-
rials on the market, so no addition-
al incentives are needed to recycle 
it. Due to its superior properties, 
much of aluminium is ‘trapped’ in 
long lasting products like airplanes, 
buildings and window frames, and 

as a result only about one third of 
global demand for aluminium can 
be satisfi ed from recycled sourc-
es. That is why keeping valuable 
materials like aluminium in the 
material loop and having it recy-
cled over and over again is one of 
the foundations of the circular and 
low-carbon economy and why we 
at Ball are determined to improve 
collection and recycling of alumin-
ium aerosol cans worldwide”.

Once the used aerosol cans have 
been emptied, they are re-melted 
and the remelted secondary ingots 
(RSI) are then shipped to Ball, 
where they will be used to make 
new, “infi nitely recyclable” aerosol 
cans.

Groups Combine to Shoot Hunger Locally
Representatives from Tennessee Farm Bureau, 
Tennessee Farmers Cooperative, and Farm Credit 
Mid-America/Rural 1st donated a total of $2700 
($900 each) to Alamo City Schools, Bells City 
Schools, and Crockett County Schools to provide 
backpack meals for hungry kids in Crockett County.  
Funds were raised through Shooting Hunger Sporting 
Clay Shoots.  Since 2015, Shooting Hunger events 
have provided more than two million meals to hungry 
Tennesseans. Participating in the check presentation 
are (from left, front trow) Chad Hutchison, Sasha 
McCoy, (second row) Mary Carol Perry, Misty 
Bailey, Kelsie Henning, Stacey McAdams, Brooke 
Parkey, Misty Rhoads, Catherine Via, (third row) 
Lawrence Hardin, Steve Bailey, Ken Olds, Ross Via, 
(fourth row) Troy Matthews, Dean Speight, Rob 
DeLoach and Brandon McEarl. For more information 
visit www.shootinghunter.com.
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Making a Joyful Noise, 
Serving with Gladness

BY JUDY POSTON  |  judyposton1963@gmail.com
 Catherine grew up attending New Harmony Baptist Church in Savannah, 

Tennessee, her hometown. It was following high school graduation that she 
enrolled in the University of Tennessee at Martin where she fi rst encountered 
Bells native, Shirley Raines. Shirley would not only be- c o m e 
a best friend and college room mate, but would also intro-
duce Catherine to the man who would become her life's 
companion, her dearest friend, her closest confi -
dant, the father of her children, and the love of her 
life. 

 Ross was born in Memphis. As a young child, 
his parents carried him to church at Bellevue Baptist. 
When he was three years old, the family moved 
back to Crockett County and the Crossroads 
Community, where Ross has now 
been a part of the Crossroads Bap-
tist Church Family since 1947. 
Here, he and Shirley grew up to-
gether, attending revival meetings, 
experiencing Bible stories come 
alive in Sunday School, memoriz-
ing verses of scripture, learning the 
hymns, competing in Bible drills, 
enjoying church picnics and gath-
erings, participating in youth activ-
ities, becoming young leaders in 
their congregation, and taking with 
them that which would be light, 
guidance, comfort, strength, help, 
and encouragement, throughout 
their entire lives.

 Ross and Catherine Via mar-
ried while still students at UT 
Martin. They had dated for about 
nine months. They chose the date 
December 18, 1965, just one week 
before Christmas as their wedding date. Her mother made her dress. At the 
time, Ross was serving as music director at Mount Tirzah Baptist Church in 
Newbern. 

 Not long after their marriage, the newlyweds were in attendance at Cath-
erine's home church in Savannah, where the name “Via” is foreign to most 
people – not at all the common name it is here in Crockett County. Like ev-
eryone else in the congregation that day, Ross bowed his head and closed his 
eyes when Mr. Levi Ivy called on Ross VIC to close out the service in prayer, 
Catherine tapped Ross, “That's you,” she whispered, “Pray!” Ross prayed.

 After graduating from Martin, the couple moved to graduate school at 
Knoxville where they became involved at Calvary Baptist in the East Ten-
nessee town. While still in their early 20s, Ross and Catherine were entrusted 
with chaperoning a group of twelve teens to New Mexico on a church spon-
sored trip. 

 Ross and Catherine continued the practice of being in church wherever they 

were during the two years Ross spent serving his country in the United States 
Army. While stationed at Petersburg, Virginia, they attended Hopewell Bap-
tist. As a First Lieutenant in the Quartermaster Corps, he was in charge of sup-
plies soldiers used in Vietnam and Thailand during the Vietnam War. During 
the year he spent in Taiwan, Ross attended “military church.” When Catherine 
was able to join him and the two spent some time in Bangkok, true to habit, 
come Sunday, they attended a Baptist Church there.

 Ross tells that his time spent in Taiwan proved 
to be a valuable learning experience for him. 
He met and worked with many different 
people during his time there, including two 
Thai ladies – all of whom he enjoyed talking 
with and getting to know. They worked to-

gether to insure that the American soldiers on 
the front lines had everything they needed from 

food to fuel to toiletry items. He clearly re-
members the sight of a delivery truck, 
one morning, taking off down a steep 
hill WITHOUT its driver, AND the 
sight of the driver racing to catch up 
with his vehicle. It was of utmost 
importance to Ross that the things 
he said and did refl ect positively 
on him as a Christian and as an 
American, allowing him to rep-
resent his Savior and his coun-
try well.

 It was while Ross was sta-
tioned in Taiwan that his and 

Catherine's daughter, Candi, was born. 
The Red Cross notifi ed him of her birth. 
Candi was eight months old when Ross 
arrived home to lay eyes on her and hold 
her in his arms for the very fi rst time. 

 The year was 1971. Ross returned to 
Crockett County to farm. His great-grand-

father had owned a part of the property where he would now make his home. 
Too, Ross returned to the church of his youth – the place that already held so 
many memories. Here his roots ran deep. It was a place with many family ties. 

 Ross's grandfather, W.T. Via sang in the church. His father, R.V. led the 
church's music program until Ross took the helm in 1972. Ross's mother, Car-
nese Darden Via played piano and organ and taught Sunday School, serving 
her beloved church for some 69 years. Four members of Ross's high school 
graduating class at Bells High School – June Pigue, Jerry Cantrell, Wayne 
Bolding, and Rondle Jernigan, have made Crossroads Baptist their life-long 
church home as well, raising their own families there, remaining active in the 
church to this day.

 In the years that followed their return to the Crossroads Community, a sec-
ond daughter, Cherri, was added to the growing family. Three years following 
Cherri's birth, son, Ruste, joined the family.

 Catherine loves trees. Where she grew up, near Savannah and the Tennes-

Ross and Catherine Via
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see River, in Cerro Gordo (Big Hill), 
there were many trees. At her new 
home in Crockett County, there were 
none. It didn't take long for Ross to 
remedy that by planting some 75 sap-
lings on the land. In the years since, 
the trees have grown strong and tall, 
providing shade for warm summer 
days and homes for songbirds and 
scampering squirrels to build their 
nests and raise their young. 

 Ross and Catherine consider it a 
privilege to give back to their church 
and community. In addition to leading 
the music at Crossroads Baptist, Ross 
has taught Sunday School, served as 
a deacon and chairman of the dea-
cons, and as a member of the pulpit 
committee, all volunteer positions, of 
course, though a lady once told him, 
very seriously, “I DON'T think you 
need a raise.” He has also taught and 
served on the board at the Linden Val-
ley Church Camp and been involved 
with the Carson Springs Camp as 
well. Catherine has likewise stepped 
in to fi ll various roles including that 
of pianist. In the beginning, she 
played piano while her mother-in-law 
played organ. 

 Ross has served on board for the 
Mid-South Farmers Co-Op at both 
the county and state level. Again, he 
shares that this was a great learning 
experience for him as he helped nav-
igate through a time when “farming 
methods shifted greatly.” Ross main-
tains much respect for Terry Sellers, 
Ray Neal Turner, and the entire team 
at Alamo's Co-Op stating, “They are 
an awesome group of people, so help-

ful to their customers.” Ross appreci-
ates and enjoys the friendship that he 
shares with them.

 Recently, on a very special 
LORD'S Day, a crowd gathered at 
Crossroads Baptist Church. Some, 
like Ross, held precious memo-
ries of the church, having grown up 
there, then moved away, returning 
for this special day. Other folks from 
the community came. Dear friends 
from other churches and areas visit-
ed much to the surprise and delight of 
Ross and Catherine. Folks had come 
to worship, but also to say, “Thank 
you,” “We love you,” and “We ap-
preciate you,” to Ross and Catherine 
on the occasion of their retirement as 
music ministers at Crossroads.

 The day was a testament to the fact 
that Ross and Catherine have touched 
many lives as they live lives that tes-
tify to the value found in living for Je-
sus. Their faithfulness and service to 
God have been touchstones for oth-
ers, giving them an example and en-
couragement to live out the Christian 
faith in their own lives. Others have 
made building lives, marriages, and 
homes on the Rock, Christ Jesus, a 
priority due to the fruit they have wit-
nessed in Ross and Catherine's lives. 

 Pastor Josh Simmons is one who 
has benefi ted greatly from the friend-
ship he enjoys with the Vias. Josh 
credits his Heavenly Father, with us-
ing his dear wife, Cynthia, and Ross 
as infl uences upon him accepting the 
call to pastor. Josh says, “Anyone who 
knows Ross knows he loves to joke 
and laugh.” However, he was solemn 

and serious as he spoke to Josh the 
words God laid on his heart to en-
courage his young friend in accepting 
the call God had placed on his life. 
As for Ross and Catherine, they can 
not say enough about God's goodness 
in providing a pastor for Crossroads 
Baptist through Josh Simmons. “He 
is the epitome of what a pastor should 
be,” says Ross. 

 Josh and the congregation took the 
opportunity of the special day, which 
just happened to land on Catherine's 
birthday, to celebrate the couple's 50 
years of faithful commitment and 
dedication to the church. Josh also 
challenged others present that day to 
follow in the footsteps of Ross and 
Catherine in using their own gifts to 
serve the LORD, being an example to 
others as this couple had been to those 
present as well as others throughout 
the community.

 Son Ruste is a fourth generation 
deacon at Crossroads Baptist. He 
and Sara Jane are the parents of Andi 
Cate, Brooks, Jesse, and Sail. Candi 
engages in the farming business with 
her dad, following in the footsteps of 
both her grandfather and great-grand-
father before her who were farmers as 
well. She and husband Justin (Moore) 
have a son, Keegan. Cherri is a teach-
er and has her master's degree in 
teaching the deaf. She and her hus-
band, Howie (Freeman) have three 
children, Hudson, Cade, and Callie. 
Like her parents, Cherri and Howie 
also met while students at U.T. Mar-
tin. 

 Ross and Catherine have been 

married for 56 years. As every other 
family will admit, they say that life 
has been a struggle at times. And, yet, 
they both state emphatically, “WE 
HAVE BEEN SO BLESSED.”

 At the beginning of our interview, 
Ross made mention of a favorite 
scripture, very appropriate for a min-
ister of music, the fi rst verse of Psalm 
100. The entire Psalm goes far in de-
scribing the philosophy of life Ross 
and Catherine have lived out before 
God and others. Because they have 
blessed God in their lives, He has 
blessed them in return.

Psalm 100: 1.Make a joyful noise 
unto the LORD, all ye lands. 2.Serve 
the LORD with gladness: come 
before his presence with singing. 
3.Know ye that the LORD is God: it 
is he that hath made us, and not we 
ourselves, we are his people, and the 
sheep of his pasture. 4. Enter into his 
gates with thanksgiving, and into his 
courts with praise, be thankful unto 
him, and bless his name. 5. For the 
LORD is good, his mercy is everlast-
ing, and his truth endureth to all gen-
erations.

 Thank you Ross and Catherine Via 
for the example you have set before 
us, the life you have lived, the ser-
vice you have given to your church, 
the community, and our country. We 
love you and pray God's rich bless-
ings upon you as you retire. The fruits 
of your love for the LORD will live 
on long after you have gone to your 
heavenly reward.

Ross and Catherine with their children and grandchildren

Bro. Josh Simmons presenting a custom plaque to Ross Via
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Death Notices
James Van Holyfi eld

August 25, 1948 to April 27, 2022

Mr. James Van Holyfi eld went 
to his eternal heavenly home 
Wednesday April 27, 2022.

Van was born in Humboldt 
Tennessee, August 25, 1948, to 
the late James and Lois Holy-
fi eld.

Van is survived by his daugh-
ters, Christina Crater (Glenn) 
and Melissa Newman; brother 
Ray Holyfi eld; grandchildren 
Jacob Crater, Andrew Crater, 
Allie Newman and Lauren New-
man; and niece Carol Scheele.

He was a proud veteran of 
the United States Army. He re-
ceived many medals, commen-
dations, and awards, some of 
them include National Defense 

Service Medal, Vietnam Ser-
vice Medal with 4 bronze ser-
vice stars, Combat Infantryman 
Badge, Expert Rifl e, and the 
Purple Heart.

Pallbearers were James Bub-
ba Simmons, Derek Holyfi eld, 
Kyle Holyfi eld, Gary Rodg-
ers, Danny Scheele, and Colin 
Scheele.

Visitation for family and 
friends was held Saturday April 
30, 2022, immediately followed 
by the funeral service. Buri-
al was at Centery Cemetery in 
Gadsden, TN, with military 
honors.

Ronk Funeral Home of Alamo 
had charge of the services.

Mary Lee Castellaw Reilly
August 11, 1951 to April 26, 2022

Mrs. Mary Lee Castellaw 
Reilly passed away peacefully 
Tuesday April 26, 2022 at Bells 
Nursing Home and Rehab.

Mrs. Reilly was born August 
11, 1951 to the late Leon and 
Mary Castellaw of Maury Junc-
tion, TN.

She is preceded in death by 
her parents and brother Jimmy 
Clark Castellaw.

Mrs. Reilly is survived by her 
husband of 48 years, Mr. Wil-
liam Conley “Ted” Reilly II; 
son, William Conley Reilly III 
(Lauren); daughters, Colleen 
Reilly Moss (Jeff) and Camille 
Reilly Morrow (Nick); sister, 
Sally Castellaw Burrow; grand-
children, Lucy McClain Shaw, 
Michael Conley Shaw, Reilly 
Rose Morrow, Rhett Morrow, 
Avery Reilly, Harper Grace 
Reilly, and William C.” Liam” 
Reilly IV.

Mrs. Reilly graduated from 
Hamlett Robertson High School 
in 1969. Mrs Reilly continued 

her education at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee in Martin. 
She graduated in 1972 with a 
Bachelors Degree of Science 
in accounting. She worked as a 
Financial Advisor with Interna-
tional Paper for 27 years until 
her retirement.  She loved her 
family and was an extremely 
proud LeeLee to her beautiful 
grandchildren.

Funeral Services were Mon-
day, May 2, 2022 at Barkers 
Chapel.  Visitation was Sunday, 
May 1, 2022 at Ronk Funeral 
Home Chapel.
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Warning Signs of Mental Health Issues
A 2017 study from the Institute for 

Health Metrics and Evaluation estimat-
ed that 792 million people across the 
globe lived with a mental health disor-
der. If that fi gure is startling, it’s likely 
even greater as a result of the pandemic. 

Data from the Kaiser Family Foun-
dation indicated that about four in 10 
adults in the United States reported 
symptoms of anxiety or depressive dis-
order during the pandemic. That marked 
a signifi cant uptick since the summer of 
2019, when one in 10 adults reported 
such symptoms.

The National Alliance on Mental Ill-
ness notes that each mental illness has 
its own symptoms, so anyone concerned about 
their own mental health or the health of a loved 
one can speak with a mental health profession-
al for more information. In the meantime, the 
NAMI notes that these are some common signs 
of mental illness in adults and adolescents.

• Excessive worrying or fear
• Feeling excessively sad or low
• Feelings of confusion or diffi culty concen-

trating and learning

• Extreme mood changes, including uncontrol-
lable “highs” or feelings of euphoria

• Prolonged or signifi cant feelings of irritabil-
ity or anger

• Avoiding friends and social activities
• Diffi culty understanding or relating to other 

people
• Changes in sleeping habits or feelings of fa-

tigue and low energy
• Changes in eating habits, such as increased 

hunger or lack of appetite
• Changes in sex drive
• Diffi culty perceiving reality (delu-

sions or hallucinations, in which a per-
son experiences and senses things that 
don’t exist in objective reality)

• Overconsumption of substances 
such as alcohol or drugs

• Multiple physical ailments without 
obvious causes, such as headaches, 
stomach aches and vague and ongoing 
aches and pains

• Suicidal thoughts
• Diffi culties handling daily life, in-

cluding an inability to carry out activi-
ties or handle problems and stress that 

arises each day
• An intense fear of weight gain or concern 

with appearance
Individuals who are experiencing any of these 

symptoms or those who recognize them in loved 
ones, including children, are urged to contact a 
health care professional, including their gener-
al physicians, who may be able to recommend 
a mental health specialist. More information is 
available at www.nami.org.
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Alamo City School hosted its 
fi rst Annual Spring Fling Fest. 
Students, parents, teachers, 

staff and community members 
enjoyed a host of fun activities 

including Easter themed games, 
infl atable obstacles courses 

and jumpers, a train ride, songs 
sung by students, pictures 

with the Easter bunny, face 
painting, as well as great food 

and fellowship! Thank you to 
our PTO and all the community 
volunteers for helping to make 

this event a HUGE success!

How to Throw 
— and Enjoy — 

a Graduation 
Party

Graduation is a momentous 
occasion for students that marks 
an end to many years of dedication 
to studies. Most people look back 
fondly on the day they received 
their degrees and diplomas. But 
often what is remembered most 
when a person graduates is the 
party that commemorated the 
event.

For parents planning graduation 
parties for their children, gradua-
tion season may be fi lled with nos-
talgia about their own childhoods 
and experiences. While parents 
can borrow from what they learned 
along the way, graduation parties 
for their kids should defi nitely 
focus on the here and now — and 
what is important to the new grad. 
In fact, the guest of honor should 
be tapped to help create the party 
of his or her desires. 

Book early
Most area schools host com-

mencement ceremonies in May. 
With so many people planning 
parties around the same time, ven-
ues and vendors will be snatched 
up quickly. As soon as you learn 
the graduation date, reserve a party 
space.

Host an open house party
An open house party enables 

guests to arrive and depart freely 
according to their schedules so 
graduates can hop from one party 
to the next. This occurs over a 
long period of time (four to fi ve 
hours is a good window) and the 
party does not follow any strict 
schedule.

Pick a theme
A theme can make a graduation 

party even more enjoyable. Tie the 
theme into the grad’s personality 
or future plans or go with a classic, 
such as a Hawaiian luau, which is 
fi tting for outdoor events.
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Avery Emison 
reminds us to get 

ready for the
2022 Strawberry 

Festival!

Ella Cate Haynes 
and Maddie Moore 
were hostesses for 
the Miss Volunteer  

America Teen 
Pageant last 

month!
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God’s Word is Truth
What’s your superpower?  

Young people familiar with the 
myriad of fictional super heroes 
and super anti-heroes often joke 
about having totally off-beat 
super powers, like being able to 
forget anything in five seconds.  
However, there are real super-
powers available to everyone, 
and you don’t have to be bitten 
by a radioactive spider!  Paul 
expresses well the availability 
and source of these superpow-
ers:   “I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me” 
[Philippians 4:13 NKJV].  All 
things!  Those are superpowers 
there!  He wrote to the Corin-
thian congregation about them 
all having superpowers: “For 
though we walk in the flesh, 
we do not war after the flesh:  
(For the weapons of our war-
fare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling 
down of strong holds;) Casting 
down imaginations, and every 
high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into captivity ev-
ery thought to the obedience of 
Christ…” [2 Corinthians 10:3-
5].

These are different kinds of 
superpowers, powers to be used 
to save your enemies, to bring 
them salvation, not destruction:  
“Ye have heard that it hath been 
said, Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bour, and hate thine enemy.  
But I say unto you, Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and per-
secute you; That ye may be the 
children of your Father which 
is in heaven: for he maketh his 
sun to rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sendeth rain on 
the just and on the unjust.  For 
if ye love them which love you, 
what reward have ye? do not 
even the publicans the same?” 
[Matthew 5:43-46].   “But the 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentle-
ness, goodness, faith, Meek-
ness, temperance: against such 
there is no law.  And they that 
are Christ’s have crucified the 
flesh with the affections and 
lusts.  If we live in the Spirit, 
let us also walk in the Spirit” 
[Gal 5:22-25].  As you learn to 
forgive our enemies, you have 

Christ as your perfect example:  
“And when they were come to 
the place, which is called Cal-
vary, there they crucified him, 
and the malefactors, one on the 
right hand, and the other on the 
left.  Then said Jesus, Father, 
forgive them; for they know not 
what they do. And they part-
ed his raiment, and cast lots” 
[Luke 23:33-34].  

Now, through and in Christ 
and God, you can overcome the 
world:  “Ye are of God, little 
children, and have overcome 
them: because greater is he that 
is in you, than he that is in the 
world” [1 John 4:4].  Christ can 
even take you out of this world!  
“If the world hate you, ye know 
that it hated me before it hated 
you.  If ye were of the world, 
the world would love his own: 
but because ye are not of the 
world, but I have chosen you 
out of the world, therefore the 
world hateth you” [John 15:18-
19].

How much of a superpower 
can you have?  Paul expresses 
that well:  “Who shall sepa-

rate us from the love of Christ? 
shall tribulation, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword?  
As it is written, For thy sake 
we are killed all the day long; 
we are accounted as sheep for 
the slaughter.  Nay, in all these 
things we are more than con-
querors through him that loved 
us.  For I am persuaded, that nei-
ther death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things 
to come, Nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the 
love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” [Romans 8:35-
39].  Get your superpowers by 
being put into Christ through 
baptism! Hear the Word, be-
lieve it, repent, confess Christ 
as the Son of God, be immersed 
for the forgiveness of sins, and 
continue to grow as a Christian.

church of Christ at Crossroads
Charles Yawn
Please visit us at 2118 Johnsons 

Grove Road, Bells, TN 38006
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A Once in a Lifetime CelebrationA Once in a Lifetime Celebration
BY JUDY POSTONBY JUDY POSTON

judyposton1963@gmail.comjudyposton1963@gmail.com
 It was a birthday fi t for a queen,  It was a birthday fi t for a queen, 

and deservedly so, an event and deservedly so, an event 
complete with proclamations and complete with proclamations and 
recognition from many, including recognition from many, including 
none less than the President none less than the President 
of the United States. A day of the United States. A day 
fi lled with friends and family fi lled with friends and family 
– howbeit, in a time when – howbeit, in a time when 
Covid remains a concern, Covid remains a concern, 
most visits came by way of most visits came by way of 
Zoom. Some 700 cards fi lled Zoom. Some 700 cards fi lled 
with congratulations and with congratulations and 
best wishes, appreciation and best wishes, appreciation and 
thanks, were delivered by the thanks, were delivered by the 
U.S. Mail. There was delicious U.S. Mail. There was delicious 
homemade ice cream in the homemade ice cream in the 
afternoon. And after dark, afternoon. And after dark, 
fi reworks brightened the night fi reworks brightened the night 
sky. sky. 

 A handwritten note  A handwritten note 
came that read, “Happy came that read, “Happy 
100th! I want to express my 100th! I want to express my 
gratitude for your service and gratitude for your service and 
commitment to our county. commitment to our county. 
Your sacrifi ce and love to Your sacrifi ce and love to 
those you served is evident those you served is evident 
by this celebration. May God by this celebration. May God 
bless you and I thank you for bless you and I thank you for 
being a signifi cant part of our being a signifi cant part of our 
history.” The note was signed, history.” The note was signed, 
“Phillip A. Pratt, Director of “Phillip A. Pratt, Director of 
Schools.”Schools.”

 The proclamation signed by  The proclamation signed by 
Crockett County Mayor Gary Crockett County Mayor Gary 
Reasons goes far in detailing Reasons goes far in detailing 
the amazing life led by the amazing life led by 
Virginia Wade, who recently Virginia Wade, who recently 
celebrated her 100th birthday. celebrated her 100th birthday. 
The proclamation reads as The proclamation reads as 
follows:follows:

Centennial Birthday Centennial Birthday 
RecognitionRecognition

WHEREAS Ms. Virginia WHEREAS Ms. Virginia 
Dickerson Wade, a resident of Dickerson Wade, a resident of 
Crockett County, Tennessee, was Crockett County, Tennessee, was 
born in Mason, TN on March 29, born in Mason, TN on March 29, 
1922;1922;

WHEREAS Virginia Dickerson WHEREAS Virginia Dickerson 
married Travis Wade in January, married Travis Wade in January, 
1948, and was blessed with six 1948, and was blessed with six 
children (Jo Anne, Travis Jr., Floyd, children (Jo Anne, Travis Jr., Floyd, 
Beverly, Wendell, and Mendel),Beverly, Wendell, and Mendel),

along with her responsibilities of along with her responsibilities of 
being a wife and mother, she has being a wife and mother, she has 
been active in church and civic been active in church and civic 
responsibilities;responsibilities;
WHEREAS Ms. Virginia attended WHEREAS Ms. Virginia attended 
Crockett County Schools, graduated Crockett County Schools, graduated 

salutatorian in her high school salutatorian in her high school 
class, received her certifi cation class, received her certifi cation 
in education from Lane College in education from Lane College 
in Jackson, Tennessee, was the in Jackson, Tennessee, was the 
fi rst black female to become a fi rst black female to become a 
principal at an elementary school in principal at an elementary school in 
Friendship, Tennessee, then taught Friendship, Tennessee, then taught 
kindergarten at Central High School kindergarten at Central High School 
in Alamo, TN, before retiring from in Alamo, TN, before retiring from 
Alamo City Schools;Alamo City Schools;

WHEREAS, living a long WHEREAS, living a long 
and productive life, she has and productive life, she has 
demonstrated in countless ways her demonstrated in countless ways her 
dedication to the welfare of  others, dedication to the welfare of  others, 
and has earned the respect and and has earned the respect and 
affection of people from all walks affection of people from all walks 

of life and all ages, answering the of life and all ages, answering the 
question that Dr. Martin Luther question that Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. asked so many years ago, King, Jr. asked so many years ago, 
“What are you doing for others?” “What are you doing for others?” 
and;and;

WHEREAS, she lived during WHEREAS, she lived during 
the most eventful century of this the most eventful century of this 
world’s history, and, in her quiet world’s history, and, in her quiet 
way, has been a force of good and way, has been a force of good and 

a stabilizing infl uence on those a stabilizing infl uence on those 
around her during these turbulent around her during these turbulent 
years,she takes care of herself and years,she takes care of herself and 
continues to enjoy life in her new continues to enjoy life in her new 
status as a Centenarian;status as a Centenarian;

WHEREAS, life must have WHEREAS, life must have 
been simpler, and reaching this been simpler, and reaching this 
century-marker is certainly century-marker is certainly 
a privilege, Galatians 2:20 a privilege, Galatians 2:20 
states, “Istates, “I
have been crucifi ed with have been crucifi ed with 
Christ; it is no longer I who Christ; it is no longer I who 
live, but Christ lives in me, live, but Christ lives in me, 
and the life which I now live and the life which I now live 
in the fl esh, I live by faith in in the fl esh, I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave Himself for me,”and gave Himself for me,”

NOW THEREFORE, I, Gary NOW THEREFORE, I, Gary 
Reasons, Mayor of Crockett Reasons, Mayor of Crockett 
County, do hereby deem it an County, do hereby deem it an 
honor and pleasure to extend honor and pleasure to extend 
this Certifi cate of Recognition this Certifi cate of Recognition 
to Ms. Virginia Dickerson to Ms. Virginia Dickerson 
Wade on the occasion of her Wade on the occasion of her 
Centennial birthday, with Centennial birthday, with 
sincere congratulations and sincere congratulations and 
best wishes for many more best wishes for many more 
happy, productive years.”happy, productive years.”

 In celebration of her very  In celebration of her very 
special birthday, Virginia began special birthday, Virginia began 
her day of festive activities her day of festive activities 
with a Zoom party with all with a Zoom party with all 
her family. It was her nephew, her family. It was her nephew, 
Bishop Dickerson Wells who Bishop Dickerson Wells who 
facilitated the Zoom call. facilitated the Zoom call. 
Nieces and nephews, friends Nieces and nephews, friends 
and community members, and community members, 
used this method to share used this method to share 
with Virginia their birthday with Virginia their birthday 
greetings. Children, grand-greetings. Children, grand-
children, and great grand-children, and great grand-
children were on hand to help children were on hand to help 
her celebrate. Nephew James her celebrate. Nephew James 
Simmons of Alamo, Sister Simmons of Alamo, Sister 

Anne Wyatt of Ohio, and Brother Anne Wyatt of Ohio, and Brother 
James Dickerson of Memphis, were James Dickerson of Memphis, were 
special speakers. A video of the special speakers. A video of the 
family, their life and history, was family, their life and history, was 
shown.shown.

 Proclamations and recognition  Proclamations and recognition 
poured in from others including poured in from others including 
Tennessee Governor Bill Lee, Tennessee Governor Bill Lee, 
Tennessee State Senator Brenda Tennessee State Senator Brenda 
Gilmore, Virginia’s National Gilmore, Virginia’s National 

Virginia Wade recently celebrated her 100th birthday.
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Church Bishop J. Drew Sheard, and Church Bishop J. Drew Sheard, and 
National Mother Barbara M. Lewis.National Mother Barbara M. Lewis.

 In the afternoon, Brother-in-law  In the afternoon, Brother-in-law 
M.D. Wade made homemade ice M.D. Wade made homemade ice 
cream for those who were there, in cream for those who were there, in 
person, to enjoy. Virginia’s great-person, to enjoy. Virginia’s great-
grandchildren ran through the grandchildren ran through the 
fi elds on the family farm, messing fi elds on the family farm, messing 
up their clean shoes and clothes up their clean shoes and clothes 
as they sloshed through the soggy as they sloshed through the soggy 
mud – the result of heavy, spring mud – the result of heavy, spring 
rains. Son Wendell brought out the rains. Son Wendell brought out the 
tractor and trailer, offering a ride for tractor and trailer, offering a ride for 
the children who yelled at the top the children who yelled at the top 
of their lungs as they rode across of their lungs as they rode across 

Virginia’s fi rst school in Friendship, Tennessee, 
in the 1960’s. She was the fi rst African American 
female principal in Friendship, Tennessee.

Some of the grandchildren feasting as they celebrate their 
grandmother’s special day.

fi elds, making memories they will fi elds, making memories they will 
cherish even more as years go by. cherish even more as years go by. 

 As the last fi reworks faded from  As the last fi reworks faded from 
sight, the sky grew dark again, and sight, the sky grew dark again, and 
children, tired from a day, in the fresh children, tired from a day, in the fresh 
air, fi lled with cousins and activities air, fi lled with cousins and activities 
on the farm, grew quiet and still, in on the farm, grew quiet and still, in 
soft tones, the family refl ected on soft tones, the family refl ected on 
their day and the take-aways from their day and the take-aways from 
their matriarch’s centennial birthday their matriarch’s centennial birthday 
celebration. The realization that celebration. The realization that 
they had just witnessed a once in a they had just witnessed a once in a 
lifetime celebration fi lled them with lifetime celebration fi lled them with 
awe. It was a day they would each awe. It was a day they would each 
remember forever. Thankfulness remember forever. Thankfulness 

fi lled their hearts fi lled their hearts 
for the one whose for the one whose 
life they were life they were 
celebrating – the celebrating – the 
one whose life one whose life 
was responsible was responsible 
for giving them for giving them 
life. As for life. As for 
Virginia, she Virginia, she 
declared to her declared to her 
granddaughters granddaughters 
she didn’t feel a she didn’t feel a 
day over fi fty.day over fi fty.

Virginia was Virginia was 

awarded a plaque from the Central awarded a plaque from the Central 
High School Alumni Association. High School Alumni Association. 
It’s words express the sentiments It’s words express the sentiments 
of all those who have known and of all those who have known and 
loved her and been touched by her loved her and been touched by her 
life – a life well lived. It reads as life – a life well lived. It reads as 
follows:follows:

“In grateful appreciation for “In grateful appreciation for 
going above and beyond – you are going above and beyond – you are 
a shining example in our county. a shining example in our county. 
Thank you!”Thank you!”

 God bless you, Mrs. Virginia, and  God bless you, Mrs. Virginia, and 
Happy 100th Birthday!Happy 100th Birthday!
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One Family’s Service
BY JUDY POSTON

judyposton1963@gmail.com
 Carol was home from college for 

the Christmas holidays. Kirk had 
only recently moved to West Ten-
nessee. Mary Ann Patterson, who 
enjoyed a close relationship with 
Carol, was one of the fi rst to be-
friend Kirk at work.

 At a family holiday get-together, 
Mary Ann asked Carol if she would 
allow her to fi x her up with a blind 
date. Reluctantly, Carol agreed. 
Both she and her mother never re-
ally expected him to call. He called.

 Carol and Kirk agreed on lunch 
at Rafferty's – nothing more. Carol 
had nothing nice to wear. Most of 

her clothes were in her closet in her 
dorm at college. She had brought 
home mostly sweatshirts, casual 
clothes. “Oh well,” she thought, 
“This one date and I'll never see 
him again – what does it matter 
what I wear?” 

 It was New Year's Eve. Carol's 
mother was worried. She was not at 
all fond of the idea of her daughter 
going out with someone she did not 
know. During the luncheon, Car-
ol phoned her mom to assuage her 
fears. “He's really nice,” she said.

 Carol, the daughter of Edwin and 
Jewel Tritt, grew up in the town of 
Bells. She and her brother attended 
Bells Elementary. Following her 

graduation in 1989 from Crock-
ett County High School, Carol at-
tended Union University where she 
received her diploma in 1993. She 
went on to earn her master's degree 
from Murray State University, then 
a second master's degree from the 
University of Tennessee. Her fi eld 
of expertise is in clinical physiology 
and clinical social work. She served 
in the Crockett County School Sys-
tem during the years between 1997 
and 2005. Also, during 1997, she 
began teaching at Union University. 

 Kirk Venable's family have their 
roots in Mayfi eld, Kentucky. Born 
in Albany, Georgia, he grew up 
a “Navy Brat,” living in a total of 
13 different places by the time he 
fi nished high school. He was just a 
year old when his dad went to Viet-
nam. Kirk's mom moved the little 
family back to Mayfi eld, where 
they lived with her in-laws, Kirk's 
grandparents. They were able to be 
with family there, until his father 
came home. Kirk didn't know his 
dad when he arrived back home. 
The two had to become acquainted 
all over again. 

 The family was then stationed 
in California. Next, they made the 
move to Germany. Kirk's young-
er brother was born here and Kirk 
started to kindergarten in a German 
school where he was the only En-
glish-speaking student.

 Texas, Florida, Georgia, Milling-
ton, Tennessee, Maryland, Rhode 
Island, Ventura, California, Puer-
to Rico – all were places Kirk and 
his family called home during his 
growing up years. From the cold, 
frosty climate of Germany's long 
winters, to a house on a warm, sun-
ny beach back in the states, wherev-
er and whenever Uncle Sam beck-
oned, the family answered the call, 
pulling up stakes and starting over 
again in yet another locale – new 
town, new school, meeting new 
people, making new friends. With-
in a few months, a year or so, they 

would pack up and do it all again, 
glad and proud to be of service to 
their country.

 Kirk graduated from high school 
in Puerto Rico. There were around 
33 students in his graduating class 

which included a number of military 
kids. Kirk enjoyed participating in 
sports – soccer, cross country, track, 
baseball. His pole vaulting coach 
was a former Olympian. One of the 
coolest things, Kirk says, was the 
opportunity to compete in soccer 
with the U.S.O. Team. Since people 
all over the world play soccer, every 
foreign ship to dock in Puerto Rico 
could put together a soccer team – 
formidable opponents to meet on 
the fi eld on many a sunny after-
noon for friendly competition. After 
school, he and his brother sampled 
the beauty found beneath the blue 
waters of the sea while snorkeling.

 Following high school gradua-
tion, Kirk fl ew to the states to spend 
a couple of weeks with his pater-
nal grandparents back in Mayfi eld, 
Kentucky. During this time, his par-
ents made a move to West Virginia. 
Following his visit with his grand-
parents, Kirk began his four year 
stint at the United States Military 
Academy West Point, located in 
New York. While studying at West Church directory photo around 2000

Kirk’s offi cial Brigade 
Command photo from 2018 
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Point, Kirk would earn his bache-
lor's degree in Systems Engineer-
ing. Later on, he would receive a 
master's in Business Administration 
from University of Memphis, then a 
second master's in Strategic Studies 
from the United States Army War 
College. 

 During his physical examination 
at West Point, doctors found one of 
Kirk's shoulders to be higher than 
the other. They suspected the worst 
until Kirk explained that he had 
pole-vaulted during his high school 
sports career, an explanation that 
satisfactorily answered the doctor's 
questions.

 Following graduation from West 
Point, Kirk was fi rst stationed at 
Fort Drum, New York. While here, 
his fi rst deployment landed him in 
Haiti, the poorest country in the 
Western Hemisphere. The fi rst 
things that caught Kirk's immedi-
ate attention when he disembarked 
from the plane was the stifl ing heat 
and the stench which was a result of 
the city's poor sanitation. 

 When Kirk moved from active 
duty to weekend reserves, he began 
to search for a civilian job to hold 
during the week. He stayed with his 
parents, who had relocated to Hunts-
ville, Alabama, while sending out 
resumes and going for interviews. 
His search for employment led to a 
position with Quaker Foods in Jack-
son. The years was 1996. It was at 
the year's end that he met Carol. 

 Kirk planned a ride in a hot-air 
balloon. When he and Carol ar-
rived, a Jackson Sun photographer 
was waiting. He asked the couple, 
“Can I ride with y'all? I need to 
take some pictures from aboard the 
hot-air balloon.” The three climbed 
aboard. The balloon was launched. 
The next thing Carol knew, Kirk 
was down on one knee, pulling 
out a ring. Flashbulbs started pop-
ping. The next day, a picture of the 
proposal graced the Jackson Sun, 
garnering much attention for the 
future Mrs. Venable and her beau. 
The couple recently celebrated their 
24th wedding anniversary.

 The fi rst reserve unit Kirk served 
with was located in Birmingham, 
Alabama. For his once a month 
weekend service and training date, 

he would leave early on Friday 
morning. He would fulfi ll his du-
ties, then drive back home in time to 
report to work at his week day job 
on time on Monday morning. In all 
his years of weekend reserves, Kirk 
never missed being back at work on 
time come Monday morning. Kirk 
would go on to serve with reserve 
units headquartered in Jackson, 
Nashville, Indianapolis, St. Louis, 
and Huntsville, serving in a number 
of different capacities.

 Carol was 23 weeks pregnant 

with twins when she was put on bed 
rest in an effort to allow the little 
ones to grow and develop as much 
as possible before they made their 
entrance into the world. Kirk was 
given 2 months notice that he would 
soon be spending a year in the Mid-
dle East. It was a stressful time. One 
day, in the midst of his getting ready 
to leave, Kirk looked over at Jew-
el and Edwin, Carol's parents, and 
simply said, “I'm sorry.” He would 
never forget his father-in-law's soft 
response, “Go, take care of you. 

We'll take care of her.”
 Kirk and Carol were thrilled to 

welcome into their home twin boys, 
Will and Reid. Right after the babies' 
births, Kirk left for his fi rst deploy-
ment in Kuwait. Carol stayed with 
her parents who helped with the 
boys who started out life in the Jack-
son General's NICU unit. Early on, 
one baby needed eye surgery. How-
ever, in spite of the fact the twins 
were born early, neither had any se-
rious health issues – a blessing Kirk 
and Carol are quick to give thanks 
for. It was late 2004 by the time Kirk 
returned home from the Middle East. 
He had been gone a year.

 With Kirk away, friends helped 
Carol put the babies' car seats in the 
back seat of her car as well as count-
less other tasks. When Kirk returned 
home from his deployment, life was 
very different than before he left. 
Before, the two had been a couple. 
Now they were also parents. They 
could no longer, on the spur of the 
moment, run out for a bite to eat, or 
decide to take in a movie. Instead 
they had two little ones to consider. 
Kirk didn't know how to feed the 
boys. Carol had to write down their 
feeding times for him.

 The boys were four, almost fi ve, 
when Kirk returned home after a 
year spent in Iraq. Carol, sick with 
fl u-like symptoms, picked him up at 
the Nashville airport on December 
30. He had wanted to delay Santa's 
appearance until he could be home 
with the his sons to experience their 
excitement and anticipation. Carol, 
hating to disappoint him, told him, 
“No, they couldn't wait.” The boys 
were old enough that they already 
knew exactly how many sleeps un-
til Santa came. They were counting 
down the nights, had been for some 
time. However, though they were 
defi nitely excited about the Jolly 
Old Elf's visit that year, that excite-
ment could not compare to that ex-
hibited when their mom told them 
their Daddy was coming home. 
They gasped! They began hugging 
one another, all the while jumping 
up and down. Their exuberance at 
the thought of his return could not 
be contained.

 Carol, too, could not wait for 
her husband's return. While in Iraq, 

Above: Kirk and Carol with the boys, born January 16, 2004 at 10 
weeks premature. Will weighed 2 pounds, 14 ounces, and Reid weighed 
2 pounds, 7 ounces!  They stayed in the NICU for 31 days.

Below: Kirk and the boys on the day he returned home from Iraq on 
December 30, 2008.
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Kirk had to make calls home us-
ing a cell pack. It seemed that ev-
ery time he was free to phone, his 
call came right at the moment Carol 
was walking into her class room at 
Union where her students sat await-
ing the start of class. A hurried con-
versation and hasty, “I love yous,” 
were often all they could manage. 

 That day, on the way home from 
Nashville, with Carol sick, Kirk had 
to drive part of the way home. Upon 
arriving home, Carol sacked out on 
the couch, while Kirk took over with 
the boys – the three of them getting 
to know and enjoy one another again. 
That night he gave them their baths 
and got them ready for bed. Will and 
Reid were quick to inform their dad 
that he did do things a little different 
than their mom. 

 In his assignments with the Army, 
Kirk was called on to travel exten-
sively. One year, he was at home 
for only 6 weekends. Holding down 
a civilian job in addition to being a 
part of the reserves meant free time 
was scarce. Rarely did he and Carol 
celebrate a wedding anniversary to-
gether. When Carol told him, during 
a phone call, about Reid asking each 
night for “one of milk,” Kirk wrote 
the quote down on a sticky note and 
put the note on his computer where 
he would read it often lest he forget 
the quirky little phrase used by his 
young son. Kirk missed the boys 
obsession with Thomas the Train. 
He missed the boys' all-important 
fi rst and last days of school as well 
as band concerts and entire soccer 
seasons. Will and Reid never once 
complained.

 Leadership at Kirk's civilian job 
changed while he was away. His 
boss left. Kirk didn't go back to the 
same job as he had before at work. 
In addition to adjustments to make at 
home, he had to adjust to a new job. 
Some people he worked with died 
while he was away. He didn't know 
until he returned and inquired about 
them when he realized they were no 
longer there. Fellow workers would 
talk about things that had happened 
while he was gone – he wouldn't 
know what they were talking about. 

 When the pandemic hit, Kirk was 
stranded at Fort Bliss, in Texas. All 
air travel ceased. His replacement, 

who was due to take over once Kirk 
got things set up, could not get there. 
A planned seven week stay turned 
into a fourteen week stay. Right be-
fore he left home for this assignment, 
Kirk had been thinking seriously 
about retirement. Will and Reid had 
only two years of high school left. 
He wanted to be at home to experi-
ence those years with his sons. As it 
turned out, this assignment during 
the height of Covid 19 was to be his 
last. He retired in April, 2021.

 Kirk's brother also chose the mil-
itary as his life's work and remains 
on active duty with the Army. Both 
men have achieved the status of Col-
onel. Kirk's sister-in-law is a native 
of Ukraine.

 Kirk, today, serves as the Supply 
Chain Manager for Conagra Foods, 
in Jackson. 

 Will and Reid will graduate high 
school this spring from U.S.J. Kirk 
and Carol tell that their boys are the 
greatest joys of their lives. Kirk adds 
“Without the boys really knowing it, 
a lot has been asked of the two...” 

 When a parent serves, the en-
tire family serves. Would Kirk do 
it all again? He answers that ques-
tion with a resounding, “YES.” In 
fact, both Kirk and Carol agree that 
they would both do it all over again. 
“We are proud of our service to our 
country,” they share. “It has made 
us who we are today.”

 Thank you Kirk, Carol, Will, and 
Reid for your family's service to our 
nation. We know it was not without 
sacrifi ce. Our nation owes you and 
others like you a great debt of grati-
tude. May we never forget...

“Without memory, there is no cul-
ture.

Without memory, there would be 
no civilization, no society,

No future...” (Elie Wiesel)

“Memorial Day is the day that's 
set aside 

To remember, with gratitude and 
pride,

All those who served and died for 
our country

And for our freedom.
May your day be fi lled with mem-

ories and peace...
GOD BLESS AMERICA”

Above: Kirk and his dad in 2011

Middle: Kirk sitting on one of Saddam Hussein’s thrones in Iraq in 
2007.

Bottom: Kirk on a camel in Kuwait in 2004.
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Answers to Crossword Puzzle from Page 8.
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