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Tips to Camping Comfortably
The beauty of the great outdoors 

beckons millions of nature-loving 
individuals each year. Camping is a 
great way to fully immerse oneself 
in nature. However, there’s often a 
learning curve with tent camping, 
especially in regard to sleeping 
comfortably.

A tent is designed to keep campers 
out of the elements and to prevent 
bugs from bothering campers while 
they sleep. Tents come in a variety of 
shapes and sizes — with some larger 
tents even capable of sleeping six or 
more people. One of the most im-
portant components to consider when 
planning a camping trip is sleeping 
and bedding. A good night’s sleep is 
worth its weight in gold, and can mean 
the difference between an enjoyable 
experience and cranky, out-of-sorts 
campers.

The following are some guidelines 
to maximize tent comfort while camp-
ing.

Tent size and 
location

Calculate how many people will be 
on the camping trip and how much 
space they will need to rest comfort-
ably. Purchase or rent a tent that will 
provide enough space. Multiple tents 
also can be used if the goal is to sepa-
rate family members. 

The next consideration is where to 
set up camp. Look for a level area that 
is relatively free from debris. Clear 
away any rocks and twigs, as debris 
under the tent can damage it and make 
it harder to fall asleep. 

Families may want to camp a short 
distance from restroom facilities if 
they are available, which will make 
it easier for the midnight bathroom 
breaks that inevitably crop up. 

Invest in quality gear
In addition to the tent, campers will 

need a tarp/ground cover to place un-
der the tent. This helps prevent mois-
ture seepage from the soil. 

Next, determine how everyone will 
sleep, whether on the ground or in 
cots. Cots can be the most comfort-
able options, but they take up a lot 
of space and can be heavy to trans-
port — which is less than ideal when 
backpacking to a campsite. Infl atable 
mattresses or sleeping pads can be 
used in conjunction with sleeping bags 
to provide a soft, cushioned surface. 
Some are affordable at $40 while oth-
ers may cost as much as $300. Cost-
lier options may be best for frequent 
campers.

Account for temps
Temperature will go a long way 

toward improving or compromising 
comfort. Choose sleeping bags rat-
ed for the temperature. If you’ll be 
doing plenty of fall or winter camp-
ing, you’ll have a place to sleep that’s 
designed to be used at the time of year 
you’re camping.

When sleeping in warm tempera-
tures, dress so you can add or re-
move layers as needed. A portable, 
battery-operated fan also can be a 
game-changer if it is hot and stuffy in 
the tent. 

Adjust sound
Some people love drifting off to 

sleep to the sound of crickets, while 
others are kept awake by the nighttime 
sounds of nature. Foam earplugs can 
mute some of those sounds and even 
the snoring of a tent partner. Campers 
also can set up a charged smartphone 
with a white noise app and use that to 
block out unwanted noises.

Additional tips
When traveling with kids, bring a 

few creature comforts along, such as 
a favorite pair of pajamas or stuffed 
animals. This can make the unfamiliar 
sounds and sights of sleeping outdoors 
a little less scary. Also, if possible, 
do a trial run camping in the yard to 
gauge how kids react in advance and 
plan accordingly to make improve-
ments.
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Let’s Go State!
Students Enjoy Bid Day

On the Cover: Crockett County girls at Mississippi State University 
Sorority Bid Day… (front row) Molly Parlow, Chi Omega; Liv 
Morford, Pi Beta Phi; (back row) Raegan Holyfi eld, Delta Gamma; 
Hadley Mansfi eld, Chi Omega; Kendall Taylor, Alpha Delta Pi; and 
Ellie Hoover, Delta Gamma. Have as great school year ladies!
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Annual Walk for Life is 
Saturday, Oct. 1

Birth Choice will hold its an-
nual Walk for Life on Saturday, 
Oct. 1st at 9 a.m. at West Jackson 
Baptist Church for anyone in-
terested in fundraising for their 
ministry to women and men fac-
ing unplanned pregnancies. 

The Walk for Life uses peer-
to-peer fundraising. In the weeks 
leading up to the walk, walk-
ers ask friends and family to 
“sponsor” them by pledging or 
donating to Birth Choice. Walk-
ers meet on Oct. 1st to walk 
together, show their support for 
life, and enjoy several activities. 
People can register or learn more 
at birthchoice.biz.

Walkers can expect a 1.5 mile 
walk, food, games, activities, a 
Madison County Fire Depart-
ment puppet show, emergency 
response vehicles, and more. 
Admission is free for sponsored 
walkers/families and donors. 

Last year 153 precious babies 
were saved from abortion when 
people around the community 
answered God’s call to partner 
with the Birth Choice mission. 
Now that Roe v. Wade has been 
overturned, Birth Choice is pre-
paring to serve even more clients 
than ever before. Abortion may 

no longer be legal in Tennessee 
as of August 25th, but unplanned 
pregnancies will still happen. 
When they do, Birth Choice will 
be here to provide resources to 
support women throughout their 
pregnancies and beyond. Addi-
tionally, the ministry is still serv-
ing women who are considering 
abortion and at-risk of travelling 
out of state to obtain one. Provid-
ing free ultrasounds and sharing 
life-affirming resources to help 
clients make informed decisions 

is just as important as ever. 
Birth Choice’s goal is to raise 

$90,000 from the Walk for Life. 
The funds benefit all Birth 
Choice locations and Mobile 
Clinics that serve the West Ten-
nessee community. For more in-
formation about the walk, email 
tiffany@birthchoice.us or call 
731-453-8159 or 731-855-2900.

Birth Choice is a pro-life, 
nonprofit pregnancy medical 
clinic in West Tennessee. Since 
1989, the ministry has empow-

ered thousands of women and 
men to choose life for their 
babies and eternal life in Christ! 
Their Mobile Units and clinics 
in Jackson and Gibson County 
offer free pregnancy testing and 
ultrasounds as well as pregnan-
cy and relationship information, 
parenting classes, and material 
assistance. The Mobile Units 
serve Fayette, Hardeman, Har-
din, Haywood and Henderson 
counties. 
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Crockett County’s Cotton Queens are pictured at last month’s West 
Tennessee Cotton Festival: Maddie Moore, Becca Butler, Mary Britton, 
Ada Johnson, Ella Cate Haynes and America’s Majestic Miss National 
Junior Princess Annie Matlock. Congratulations! We’re very proud of 
your accomplishments!

Ladies Win Crowns at
Annual Cotton Festival

PlanMember Services 
Hosts Ribbon-Cutting

A grand opening and ribbon-cutting ceremony was recently held for 
PlanMember Financial Center & Boone Insurance, a Firefl y Agency. 
PlanMember Financial Services and Boone Insurance are located at 
30 West Main Street in Alamo.
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BY JUDY POSTON
judyposton1963@gmail.com

 She refers to her job as a “very 
humbling experience.” She says, 
“It is definitely an honor to sit in 
this chair.” The deep-seated pas-
sion she holds for her work can 
clearly be seen in her eyes and 
heard in her voice as she explains 
her goal, “I really just want to help 
as many Veterans and their fami-
lies as I can to 
get the bene-
fits our country 
has promised 
them.” 

 Lindy Avery 
Register is new 
to her position 
as administra-
tor of Crockett 
County’s Vet-
erans Service 
Office, hold-
ing the post 
only since May 
17th. She is 
not, however, new to the county. 
An Alamo native and a graduate 
of Crockett County High School, 
class of 2001, Lindy is the daugh-
ter of Michael and Sandra Avery. 
Her grandfather, Wendell, was 
a World War II Combat Vet. At 
one point, Wendell served as the 
county’s Veterans Service Officer 
– the same position now held by 
his granddaughter. 

 Lindy joined the Navy right af-
ter high school. She served four 
years in active duty, all the while 
working on a college degree. She 
attended five different colleges, 
due to moving around with the 
military, before receiving her 
Bachelor’s Degree from the Uni-
versity of Tennessee at Martin 
in 2007. Lindy remained in the 
Navy, serving in the reserves for 

nine more years 
before retiring 
as an Air Force 
Lieutenant Col-
onel. She had 
worked for the 
Air Force for 
five years in the 
IET field. 

 Lindy tells 
that there are 
many Veterans 
and many ben-
efits available 
to Veterans out 
there. She ex-

plains that at one time, a consid-
erable length of time existed be-
tween the time a Veteran applied 
for a benefit and the time it was 
received. The “wait time,” Lin-
dy says, has now been shortened 
considerably. 

 Lindy also spoke of the mindset 
of many Veterans. They had bud-
dies who died serving their coun-
try. They are the ones who came 

home. They have all their limbs. 
Therefore, they feel they are not 
owed anything for their service. 

 Lindy says, IF she could stand 
on a rooftop and shout out to these 
Veterans, she would tell them, “If 
not for themselves, they should 
apply for their benefits for their 
families. When the Veterans have 
passed away, the benefits that 
would go to their spouses would 
help them greatly.” Just this week, 
Lindy has worked with three sur-
viving spouses. She is doing “the 
leg work,” to help the spouses to 
receive even more benefits than 
they realized they were due. 

 Lindy shares, too, that, today, 
the suicide rate for veterans just 
getting out, especially those re-

turning to rural areas, is very high. 
The second part of Lindy’s “roof-
top message,” is to these return-
ing Veterans and their families. 
She encourages these Vets and/
or their families to get in touch 
with her and stay connected. To 
the community, she says, these 
Vets need the support of family, 
friends, neighbors, and church, 
or else, they may quickly decline. 
Lindy says of her office, “There is 
much available to help make this 
transaction back into civilian life 
smooth and positive.” 

 Lindy also wants Veterans to 
know, “They do not have to have 
been in combat necessarily to re-
ceive benefits.” To non-combat 
Veterans, she extends an invita-

“Our debt to the 
heroic men and 
valiant women in 
the service of our 
country can never 
be repaid. They 
have earned our 
undying gratitude.” 

- Harry S. Truman

Alamo native Lindy Avery Register is the administrator of Crockett 
County’s Veterans Service Offi ce, holding the post since May 17th.
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tion to meet with her to find out 
more about benefits that may be 
available to them.

 Lindy says that the President 
has just signed a bill, “The new 
PACT Act,” which greatly extends 
the benefits available to Veterans 
and is applicable to a large num-
ber of Vets. Veterans and their 
families can learn more at VA.gov 
or by phoning 1-800-698-2411. 

 There is also a Veterans Crisis 
Hot Line where help may be found 
by dialing 988, then press 1.

 Lindy endeavors to schedule 
appointments for Veterans who 
would like to meet with her. This 
way, she says, she is able to give 
them her utmost attention. To set 
up an appointment, she may be 
reached at the Veterans Service 
Office, 1-731-696-5464. Her cell 
number is 1-731-432-9835. She 
receives both calls and texts at her 
cell number. Lindy may also be 
reached by email at cvso.crockett 
@gmail.com.

 Welcome home to Lindy, her 
husband, Cary, a physician’s as-
sistant who has recently earned 
his PHD, and their two children, a 
girl and a boy, ages six and three. 
Thank you, Lindy, for the com-
passion you hold for our nation’s 
Veterans, their spouses, and their 
families, and your desire to help 
them get the benefits they have 
earned. Thank you for serving 
those who have served America. 

 AND, thank you to our Veter-
ans. “We remember those who 
were called upon to give all a per-
son could give, and we remember 
those who were prepared to make 
that sacrifice if it were demand-
ed of them in the line of duty, 
though it never was. Most of all, 
we remember the devotion and 
gallantry with which all of them 
ennobled their nation as they be-
came champion of a noble cause.” 
- Ronald Reagan 

 God Bless America!

FHS Graduates Plan
Reunion for Classmates 
from 1962, 1963, 1964
2023 will mark the 60th anniversary of the Friendship High 

School Graduation Class of 1963.
In the spirit of this remarkable milestone a proposal is being cir-

culated to assemble for a reunion on Saturday, November 5th.
The invitation to this event would also include the graduates of 

classes 1962 and the 1964 as well as other graduates interested in 
joining in the fun.

If you are interested in revisiting the joy of those good old days 
with a gathering of old friends please contact: 

Brenda Darty Nowlin: brendadartynowlin@yahoo.com  
Kittye Rice Roberts: kroberts3@outlook.com  
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Bells Assisted Living residents making Bingo Bags for all their Bingo prizes.

Little Red Riding Hood Visits Retirement Village
Residents of the Bells Retirement 

Village enjoyed visits with a special 
guest recently.

Little Red Riding Hood recent-
ly visited with residents to spread 
some cheer and laughter.

“Little Red Riding Hood” is a Eu-

ropean fairy tale about a young girl 
and a sly wolf. Its origins can be 
traced back to several pre-17th cen-
tury European folk tales. The two 
best known versions were written 
by Charles Perrault and the Broth-
ers Grimm.

The moral of “Little Red Riding 
Hood” is that children must be cau-
tious of strangers. While they may 
appear to be “tame, obliging and 
gentle,” they will eventually show 
their teeth and eat up innocent, un-
suspecting people.

Mrs Ellen Fetters had a visit from Little Red Riding 
Hood at the Bells Retirement Village.

Mrs Virginia Smith visits with Little Red Riding 
Hood.

Can Children 
Have High

Cholesterol?
High cholesterol levels are 

often associated with adult-
hood.

However, children also 
may experience high choles-
terol, which can affect their 
long-term health.

Pediatric high cholester-
ol, like its adult counter-
part, refers to high levels 
of low-density lipoproteins 
(LDL), also known as “bad” 
cholesterol. Elevated LDL 
can lead to fatty deposits 
that cause hardening of the 
arteries.

Complications such as 
heart attack, stroke and early 
severe diseases  are possi-
ble, according to Children’s 
Health. John’s Hopkins All 
Children’s Hospital warns 
that heart disease has its 
roots in childhood. There-
fore, it is important to be 
aware of children’s choles-
terol levels, as high levels 
can increase kids’ chances of 
heart disease and stroke as 
adults.

Childhood obesity, eating 
a diet high in trans fat and 
saturated fat, and having a 
parent or close family mem-
ber with high cholesterol are 
risk factors for children. A 
pediatrician can be consulted 
and a lipid profi le prescribed 
to check cholesterol levels.

Lipid profi les are recom-
mended between ages nine 
and 11, and again between 
ages 17 and 21.  
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Vickie Lambert, Linda Rice, Holly Coulter and Marsha Kendall are 
preparing for Crockett Memorial Library’s Fall Book Sale.

Library Preparing 
for Fall Book Sale

BY JUDY POSTON
judyposton1963@gmail.com

A harvest of good books awaits 
shoppers at Crockett Memorial Li-
brary’s fall book sale. The library’s 
staff invites book lovers to browse 
a great selection of books for pur-
chase during the library’s regular 
hours, September 19 – October 1. 

All genres will be available. There 
is something for everyone. Featured 
items include DVDs, audio books, 
and magazines, plus a wide variety 
of other miscellaneous reading ma-
terials. Prices will be marked based 
on materials.

The fall book sale is support-
ed by the Friends of the Library, a 
non-profi t organization vital to the 

library as it advocates for the li-
brary, promotes membership, and 
conducts fundraisers which benefi t 
library programs and help to pur-
chase new materials. If interested 
in joining Friends of the Library, 
please call the library @ 1-731-
696-4220 or email them @ cml-
staff4220@gmail.com.

A treasure trove of great reading 
awaits readers between the covers 
of the books at the library’s fall 
book sale. Mark your calendars! 
Make your plans! The library’s staff 
— Linda Rice, Marsha Kendall, 
Vickie Lambert, and Holly Coulter 
— will happily assist you any way 
they can. See you there!
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How to Prepare for a 
Child’s First Hunting Trip

Millions of individuals across the 
globe are avid hunters. The passion 
many of those people have for hunt-
ing began on their fi rst childhood 
hunting trip, and countless hunters 
fondly recall this milestone moment 
in their lives.

If there’s a fi rst time for every-
thing, parents know that kids’ ini-
tial forays into any activity comes 
with ups and downs. Hunting is no 

exception to that trend, but parents 
can consider these measures as they 
prepare their youngsters to go hunt-
ing for the fi rst time.

• Emphasize the importance of 
safety. Safety is of the utmost im-
portance on any hunting trip. Kids 
should be aware of all safety pro-
tocols pertaining to their guns and 
the hunting grounds. Hunter’s edu-
cation courses can teach kids about 
hunting safety, but parents can quiz 
youngsters in the days leading up 
to the trip to reinforce safety proto-
cols.

• Explain how hunting trips 
typically unfold. Giving kids an 
idea of how a hunting trip may un-
fold is another good idea. Explain 
the timing of the trip and why it’s 
beginning when it is. Kids with-
out such knowledge may be less 
enthusiastic about early morning 
hunting excursions if they don’t 
understand why they need to get 
out of bed early on a day off. But 
they might be more excited if they 
recognize they’re more likely to 
see wildlife and enjoy a success-
ful trip if they’re willing to sacri-
fi ce sleeping in.

• Bring some extra activities 
for kids to do. Screens are a no-
no, as they could deter wildlife. 
But hunting requires patience, 

which is not exactly a virtue many 
youngsters possess. So bring some 
books along or encourage kids to 
keep a diary of their fi rst trip, de-
scribing it in detail so they have 
something to look back on as they 
get older.

• Purchase comfortable hunt-
ing attire. Kids will likely be 
wearing new attire on their fi rst 
trip, so parents should have them 
try the clothing on prior to the 
trip. When shopping for hunting 
clothing, make sure it meets all 
safety standards and is function-
al for hunters, but don’t overlook 
comfort. Hunting involves a lot of 
waiting, and the trip will be more 

enjoyable for everyone if kids are 
comfortable throughout the slow 
periods.

• Recognize the day could be 
emotional. A child’s fi rst hunt-
ing trip can be an emotional roller 
coaster, as kids may feel excit-
ed, bored, nervous, sad, and even 
guilty at any point during the day. 
Parents must allow kids to express 
any of these emotions during the 
day and emphasize that it’s alright 
to express their emotions. 

A child’s fi rst hunting trip is a 
milestone moment. Parents can 
take steps leading up to the trip to 
ensure their children are ready for 
what’s to come.
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Stir Up Dinner Quickly
Speedy Beef Stir-Fry with Chunky Vegetables

Serves 4
1 tablespoon dry sherry or 

Shaoxing rice wine
1 tablespoon water
1⁄2 teaspoon soy sauce, optional
2 teaspoons cornstarch
8 ounces lean boneless beef, thinly 

sliced
3 tablespoons chicken stock
2 teaspoons soy sauce
1⁄2 teaspoon granulated sugar
1⁄2 teaspoon salt or to taste
2 tablespoons vegetable oil
2 teaspoons chopped garlic
2 teaspoons fi nely chopped fresh 

gingerroot
11⁄2 cups baby corn
1⁄2 cup sliced water chestnuts
1⁄2 cup frozen tiny peas

1. In a bowl, combine sherry, 
water, dark soy sauce, if using, 
and cornstarch and stir well into a 

smooth paste. Add beef and stir to 
coat well. Set aside for 10 minutes.

2. In a small bowl, combine 
chicken stock, soy sauce, sugar and 
salt and stir well.

3. Heat a wok or a large deep skil-
let over high heat. Add oil and swirl 
to coat pan. Add garlic and ginger 
and toss well until fragrant, about 
15 seconds. Add beef mixture and 
spread into a single layer. Cook, un-
disturbed, until edges change color, 
about 1 minute. Toss well.

4. Add chicken stock mixture, 
baby corn and water chestnuts. 
Cook, tossing occasionally, until 
beef is cooked through., about 2 
minutes more. Add peas and cook, 
tossing once for 1 minute more. 
Transfer to a serving plate. Serve 
hot or warm.
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2022 Lady Cavalier Volleyball Schedule

Day Date Time Location Visitor Home
Result 
(Record)

Tue Aug 2/22 5:00pm Varsity CCHS Union Playday -

Sat Aug 6/22 3:00pm Var Only CCHS FHU Playday -

Mon Aug 15/22 5:00pm JV, V CCHS 3 Halls 1 W (1 - 0)

Tue Aug 16/22 4:30pm Var Only CCHS 3 Liberty 0 W (2 - 0)

Sat Aug 20/22 9:30am MTCS 
Tourney

CCHS 0 MTCS 2 L (2 - 1)

Sat Aug 20/22 11:30am MTCS 
Tourney

CCHS 0 Summertown
2

L (2 - 2)

Sat Aug 20/22 1:30pm MTCS 
Tourney

CCHS 1 Univ. School 
of Nashville 2

L (2 - 3)

Sat Aug 20/22 3:30pm MTCS 
Tourney

CCHS 2 Grace 
Christian 1

W (3 - 3)

Sat Aug 20/22 5:30pm MTCS 
Tourney

CCHS 0 Eagleville 2 L (3 - 4)

Tue Aug 23/22 5:00pm JV, V Obion Co 0 CCHS 3 W (4 - 4)

Thu Aug 25/22 5:00pm JV, V South 
Gibson 1

CCHS 3 W (5 - 4)

Mon Aug 29/22 5:00pm JV, V Northside CCHS -

Mon Aug 29/22 7:00pm Var Only Liberty CCHS -

Tue Aug 30/22 5:00pm JV, V Lexington CCHS -

Thu Sep 1/22 5:00pm JV, V CCHS Dyer Co -

Tue Sep 6/22 5:00pm JV, V Milan CCHS -

Wed Sep 7/22 5:00pm Var Only Dyersburg CCHS -

Sat Sep 10/22 TBA Var Only CCHS Tupelo 
Tournament

-

Mon Sep 12/22 5:00pm JV, V CCHS Northside -

Tue Sep 13/22 5:00pm JV, V CCHS South Gibson -

Wed Sep 14/22 4:15pm Var Only Madison CCHS -

Thu Sep 15/22 5:00pm JV, V CCHS Milan -

Mon Sep 19/22 5:00pm JV, V TCA CCHS -

Tue Sep 20/22 5:00pm JV, V CCHS Obion Co -

Thu Sep 22/22 5:45pm Var Only CCHS Lausanne @ 
Covington

-

Thu Sep 22/22 7:00pm Var Only CCHS Covington -

Sat Sep 24/22 TBA Var Only CCHS Crockett Co 
Tournament

-

Mon Sep 26/22 5:00pm JV, V CCHS Southside -

Tue Sep 27/22 5:00pm JV, V CCHS Dyersburg -

Thu Sep 29/22 5:00pm JV, V Dyer Co CCHS -

Mon Oct 3/22 TBA Var Only CCHS District 
Tournament

-

Tue Oct 4/22 TBA Var Only CCHS District 
Tournament

-

Thu Oct 6/22 TBA Var Only CCHS District 
Tournament

-

Mon Oct 10/22 TBA Var Only CCHS Region 
Tournament

-

Tue Oct 11/22 TBA Var Only CCHS Region 
Tournament

-

Thu Oct 13/22 TBA Var Only CCHS Sub-State -

Tue Oct 18/22 TBA Var Only CCHS State 
Tournament

-

Wed Oct 19/22 TBA Var Only CCHS State 
Tournament

-

Thu Oct 20/22 TBA Var Only CCHS State 
Tournament

-
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A phrase we are beginning to 
hear – more often than we se-
niors would like – is “end of life 
planning.”  It makes us feel that 
our government would prefer to 
go ahead and dump us into the 
grave.  That is bad enough; but 
what is of much greater impor-
tance is the spiritual situation 
we will face at the end of our 
physical lives.  What spiritual 
consequences will we face at the 
end because of a lack of planning 
on our part?  God warns us of 
this in His word:  “For they are a 
nation void of counsel, neither is 
there any understanding in them.  
O that they were wise, that they 
understood this, that they would 
consider their latter end” [Deuter-
onomy 32:28-29]!  “The prophets 
prophesy falsely, and the priests 
bear rule by their means; and My 
people love to have it so: and 
what will ye do in the end there-
of” [Jeremiah 5:31]?

We need to ask ourselves how 
this is going to end in regard to 
our relationship with God.  We 
will be called into account for 
refusing to acknowledge Him, 

to confess Him:  “Know there-
fore this day, and consider it in 
thine heart, that the LORD He 
is God in heaven above, and 
upon the earth beneath: there is 
none else” [Deuteronomy 4:39].  
“Only fear the LORD, and serve 
Him in truth with all your heart: 
for consider how great things 
He hath done for you.  But if 
ye shall still do wickedly, ye 
shall be consumed, both ye and 
your king” [1 Samuel 12:24-
25].  “Now consider this, ye 
that forget God, lest I tear you 
in pieces, and there be none to 
deliver.  Whoso offereth praise 
glorifieth Me: and to him that 
ordereth his conversation aright 
will I shew the salvation of God” 
[Psalm 50:22-23].  Consider the 
latter end!

What about our relationship 
with Jesus Christ?  What are we 
commanded?  “Whosoever there-
fore shall confess Me before men, 
him will I confess also before My 
Father which is in heaven.  But 
whosoever shall deny Me before 
men, him will I also deny before 
My Father which is in heaven” 

[Matthew 10:32-33].  Is He your 
Lord?  Consider the end:  “Not 
every one that saith unto me, 
‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of My Father 
which is in heaven.  Many will 
say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied 
in Thy name? and in Thy name 
have cast out devils? and in Thy 
name done many wonderful 
works?’  And then will I profess 
unto them, ‘I never knew you: 
depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity’” [Matthew 7:21-27].  
“And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, 
and do not the things which I 
say” [Luke 6:46]?  We will be 
called into account for refusing 
to obey Him: “Then shall He say 
also unto them on the left hand, 
Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fi re, prepared for the 
devil and his angels…” [Matthew 
25:41].   

What was Jesus Christ’s parting 
command before He ascended 
back to heaven?   “And Jesus 
came and spake unto them, say-
ing, ‘All power is given unto Me 

in heaven and in earth.  Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world. Amen’” [Mat-
thew 28:18-20].  Are we doing 
these?  Consider the latter end! 

What should be our end of 
life planning?  The apostle John 
wrote the church at Smyrna, 
“Fear none of those things which 
thou shalt suffer: behold, the 
devil shall cast some of you into 
prison, that ye may be tried; and 
ye shall have tribulation ten days: 
be thou faithful unto death, and 
I will give thee a crown of life” 
[Revelation 2:10].  Consider the 
latter end!

church of Christ at Crossroads
Charles Yawn

Please visit us at:
2118 Johnsons Grove Road
Bells, TN 30006

God’s Word is Truth
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Paul Kreider: A Blessed Life
BY JUDY POSTON

judyposton1963@gmail.com
 It began as a day like any other. 

However, when Elaine Hamilton 
Davis reached her work place at 
Kellwood, in Trenton, she found 
her co-worker, a good friend, over-
joyed, bubbling with excitement. 
Her friend’s boyfriend, Charlie 
Dick, who was stationed in Jack-
sonville, Florida, would soon be 
coming home for the weekend. 
AND, Elaine’s friend told her, he 
was bringing with him a friend. 
Would Elaine be available to make 
it a foursome, her friend asked?

 During his tenure in the Navy, 
while stationed in Jacksonville, 
Paul Kreider became friends with 
Charlie Dick, who hailed from Frog 
Jump, Tennessee. Charlie was mak-
ing plans to travel home for a few 
days, enthusiastic about the chance 
to spend some time with his girl. 
He invited Paul to be his traveling 
companion and asked his girlfriend 
to fi nd someone for Paul so the four 
could double date. 

 Paul and Elaine hit it off splen-
didly. The couple long distance 
dated for some four years before 
they were married on December 14, 
1986. Elaine states emphatically, 
“The time we have been together 
has been the happiest time of my 
life.” Paul wholeheartedly agrees, 
declaring, “God brought me to Ten-
nessee and He brought us together.”

 Paul’s history began on October 
27, 1922 – the day he was born in 

Enola, Pennsylvania, a town he 
describes as “about the size of Al-
amo.” Enola was a railroad town, 
and like all the other men who lived 
there, Paul’s father was a railroad-
er. His mother was a hairdresser 
in Harrisburg. Located fi ve miles 
from Enola, Harrisburg, Paul says, 
was their Jackson. Paul was an only 
child. 

 Paul grew up during the era of 
the Great Depression. Times were 
hard on everyone. Families had it 
rough. Even though unemployment 
was high and people struggled, Paul 
says people in Enola were happy, 
more God-fearing than is common 
now. He notes that every genera-
tion since the Depression has had it 

easier, but keeps getting farther and 
farther away from God. 

 Paul describes himself as an av-
erage kid who got into as much 
trouble as he could. There were no 

toys other than the ones he made 
on his own. Paul enjoyed football. 
There were no bats or balls, yet Paul 
played a lot of baseball. He would 
grab an old broomstick, throw a 

Paul Kreider grew up in a small 
Pennsylvania town.

“Bell bottom trousers, coat of navy blue. She love her sailor, and he 
loves her, too.” (as sung by Guy Lombardo) - Elaine’s beloved sailor.
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rock high in the air, and hit it on 
its way down. He would walk 
around on smashed tin cans. A 
game of tag was often enjoyed 
with the other children in his 
neighborhood. Cars were just 
starting to come in. Paul’s fa-
ther owned one. The Model T 
Ford had to be hand-cranked to 
get started and were very few 
in number so children often lei-
surely played in the middle of 
the town’s streets. 

 The fi rst bike Paul ever 
owned was a second hand pur-
chase his father made for $7.00. 
It’s color was red. It was a thing 
of real beauty to Paul. As the 
proud owner, he felt he was 
“in tall cotton.” In his knickers, 
he pedaled to school, all over 
town, wherever he went.

 The iceman, the milk man, 
and the ice cream man all came 
by daily. A sweet truck also 
made its rounds offering home-
made delicacies. Cakes, pies, 
sticky buns – everything costed 
a nickle. 

 Every Saturday, IF he could 
get ten cents and IF he could 
get to Harrisburg, Paul could 
be found at the bijou enjoying 
his favorite westerns where 
Roy Rodgers, six-shooters on 
his hips, was hailed as “King 
of the Cowboys.” Trigger was 
the cowboy’s trusty Palomino, 
Dale Evans – his leading lady. 
It was a time when the good 
guy in the white hat always 
came out on top. The following 
week would be spent acting out 
Roy’s scenes, reliving the tales 

of the ole west seen on the big 
screen, accompanied by his 
own BB gun. Those, Paul says, 
were the good ole days.

 Paul graduated from high 
school in 1940. Two years later, 
instead of waiting to be drafted, 
he enlisted for six years with 
the U.S. Navy.

The year that Elaine was born 
into the Alamo home of Gra-
ham and Colleen Hamilton, 
Paul was stationed in Milling-
ton.

 In 1942, Japan seized the 
remote, sparsely populated is-
lands of Attu and Kiska in the 
Aleutian Islands. Attu is the 
very last island in the chain 
of islands, located only a little 
over 1000 miles from the main-
land of Alaska. It was the plan 
of the Japanese to set up a sec-
ond front whereby they could 
attack the United States’ West 
Coast. Paul says, “The U.S. 
kicked them out of the area in 

1943.” Paul’s squadron then 
was sent to patrol the Northern 
Pacifi c, ensuring the Japanese 
did not return. 

 Paul then served in the area 
of the Banana River which is 
now the location for Cape Ca-
naveral, in Florida. Norfolk, 
Virginia, Cecil Field Naval 
Air Station in Florida, then ten 
years serving with air craft car-
riers, alternating between duty 
on land and sea duty. Lastly, 
he took up recruiting duties in 
Jacksonville, Florida, for a total 
of twenty years of service. Paul 
is quick to tell that he would go 
back into the Navy right now if 
they would only let him.

 Elaine and her son, David, 
moved to Florida after Paul 
and Elaine’s marriage. Here, 
the family lived for four years. 
The couple enrolled David in 
a Christian School there. At 
school, David was introduced 
to the good news of the gospel 
of Jesus. Soon David made a 
most important decision. He 
received Jesus as his LORD 
and Savior. Paul had never 
been to church before he en-
tered into military service. 
Elaine had not really grown 
up in church either. Together, 
with David, they began to at-
tend church, regularly, for the 
fi rst time.

 Paul and Elaine decided to 
retire in Crockett County. Wil-
liam and Peggy Peterson built 
their new home next door to 
Elaine’s parents on Park Street 
in Alamo. Elaine’s sister, Judy, 

Paul Kreider graduated from 
high school in 1940.

Paul, Elaine, and David

had been the fi rst to attend church at Pond Creek 
Congregational Methodist. Judy shared with her 
family her love for the church, telling them that 
the folks there were very friendly. Elaine had 
been saved there when Brother Thomas Mc-
Donald was the church’s pastor. Following their 
move to Crockett County, Paul and Elaine be-
gan attending there as well.

 It was at this time the two became very in-
volved in the church, teaching Sunday School 
Classes and being active in the outreach pro-
gram there. Elaine served as president of the 
Women’s Missionary Society. Paul served as 
Sunday School Superintendent and became pas-
sionate about visitation, partnering with then 
Pastor Jack Leslie and others to share Christ 
at every opportunity. I remember once, while 
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cleaning up the fellowship hall, 
Paul, took the mop and mop buck-
et from me, which I gladly yield-
ed. “This is how you swab a deck,” 
he told me. Then, he proceeded to 
clean the fl oor, showing me how it 
was done.

 For the fi rst two years after 
moving to Crockett County, Paul 
worked for Piggly Wiggly. For 
many years, he and Bunt Cleek, 
along with others,walked faithful-
ly each day at the gym at what was 
then the Family Resource Center 
on Conley Road. Having a pace 
maker put in put an end to that ex-
ercise. Paul often enjoyed break-
fast at the Dairy Queen with other 
retired Veterans as well. Paul also 
served the community by carrying 
Meals on Wheels to senior resi-
dents.

 In recent years, Paul and Elaine 
have had to slow up a bit. Howev-
er, their love for the LORD remains 
passionate. Their desire to serve 
Him, the goal of their life. Their 
eagerness to help others shines like 
a beacon. Elaine’s banana pudding 
is always a greatly anticipated treat 
at church dinners. Paul places cop-
ies of the Daily Bread Devotion-
al in the waiting rooms of some 
of the physicians and dentists in 
Crockett County. Earlier, this sum-
mer, he once again stood before the 
adult class at Pond Creek to teach 
a Sunday school lesson. Well-pre-
pared, knowledgeable, his love for 
the LORD radiating from his face, 
written in his smile, and heard in 
his soft voice, he never faltered as 
he shared the Word, blessing his 
intent listeners. 

 On Thursday, October 27th, Ed-
ward Paul Kreider will celebrate 
his 100th birthday. On Sunday, Oc-
tober 30th, the Pond Creek Church 
Family plans to celebrate the spe-
cial occasion with him, his family 
and friends. Following the morn-
ing worship service which begins 
at 10:45, there will be a luncheon 
held in his honor. Paul’s family and 
friends are invited to attend both 
the special service and the meal. 

 Paul is the oldest Veteran in 
Crockett County. He is believed to 
also be the oldest voter in the coun-
ty. He has two children – one who 

lives in Alabama and one in Flori-
da. He is a great-great grandfather. 
He enjoys solving Bible crossword 
puzzles. 

 The beatitude found in Psalm 
1:1-3 so wonderfully describes 
Paul’s life:

Blessed is the man
That walketh not in the counsel 

of the ungodly,
Nor standeth in the way of sin-

ners,
Nor sitteth in the seat of the 

scornful.
But his delight is in the law of the 

LORD;
And in His law doth he meditate 

day and night.
And he shall be like a tree,
Planted by the rivers of water,
That bringeth forth his fruit in his 

season;
His leaf also shall not wither;
And whatsoever he doeth shall 

prosper.

 The word, “blessed” introduces 
this beatitude. It is a word of con-
gratulations upon one’s prospects. 
It does not suggest material pros-
perity, but suggests that the righ-
teous will achieve that which is 
truly worthwhile and that which 
will last into eternity.* It describes 
the life that Paul lives. 

 In Isaiah 40:19-20, names of 
trees are listed of which God says, 
“I will plant in the wilderness......
that they may see and know, and 
consider and understand togeth-
er, that the hand of the LORD has 
done this....”

 Not only has God richly bless-
ed Paul, He has blessed the lives 
of everyone who knows him, by 
planting him in their lives. His life 
is a landmark, a living testament 
to the value of a life well-lived for 
Christ. For this blessing, Paul’s 
family and friends and church fam-
ily give thanks.

 Happy 100th Birthday, Paul! We 
love you. You are a treasure to our 
lives!

*Taken from “The Wesley Bi-
ble... A Personal Study Bible for 
Holy Living.”

Happy soon to come 100th birthday!
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Birth Choice Sponsors Walk for 
Life, Free Parenting Classes
Walk for Life

Help women facing unplanned 
pregnancies and raise funds for the 
Birth Choice ministry by Walking 
for Life! Ask friends and family to 
sponsor your walk by pledging or 
donating. Register at birthchoice.
biz. Walk is Oct. 1st, 9 AM at West 
Jackson Baptist Church.

There will be activities, food and 
fun for all ages. You can still raise 
funds even if you can’t attend the 
walk.

Birth Choice is a pro-life, non-
profi t pregnancy clinic in West TN 
that saw 153 babies saved from 
abortion last year. For more infor-
mation, please call 731-855-2900.

Free Parenting 
Classes

Birth Choice of Jackson and Gib-
son County offers free parenting 
classes for pregnant women in the 
community. Topics learned are pre-
natal care, childbirth, breastfeeding, 
parenting, and making healthy life 
choices. Students earn “mommy 
money” that allows them to pur-
chase several needed items in our 
boutique, including diapers, formu-
la, baby and maternity clothes, baby 
furniture and equipment, and much 
more! 

If interested, please call our offi ce 
at 731-664-8443 or 731-855-2900.

Staying Physically Fit
Residents of Bells Assisted Living doing exercises with Dr Bianca 
Simmons, DPT, GCS of Infi nite Rehab and Wellness of Jackson.
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Death Notice
Stephen Neal Burress

September 12, 1951 to August 15, 2022

Stephen Neal Burress, born Sep-
tember 12, 1951, passed away on 
Monday, August 15, 2022 at his 
home.

He was preceded in death by his 
father, Everett Neal Burress.

Steve is survived by his mother, 

Onita McAdoo; a sister, Cindy Kail; 
three sons Jeff {Pat) Burress, Jay 
(Amy) Burress, and Brent Burress. 
He also leaves grandchildren, Gage 
Burress, Brooke Burress, and Remi 
Burress.

He will be dearly missed by many.

Nancy Carolyn Ward
January 5, 1928 to August 12, 2022

Funeral services for Nancy Caro-
lyn Ward were held on Wednesday, 
August 17, 2022 at First Baptist 
Church in Maury City, where she 
was a member, with Rev. Susie Riley 
and Rev. Mike Waddey offi ciating.

Burial followed in Maury City 
Cemetery.

Mrs. Ward was born in Maury 
City, daughter of the late Ernest and 
Sudie Cates Jetton, and lived all 
of her life in Crockett County. She 
was a homemaker and employee of 
Kellwood Mfg.

Other than her parents, she was 
preceded in death by husbands 
James D. Ward and Carman Vernon.

Survivors include sons Jimmy 
Ward (Edith) of McKenzie and Bu-
ford Ward of Maury City; daughter 
Nancy Ann Bromley of Memphis; 
grandchildren Nancy Alice Brom-
ley, James Barton Ward and James 
Martin Ward; great-grandchild 
Paige Ward Moore (Cannon).

Maury City Funeral Home, 731-
656-2113, had charge of the ser-
vices.
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Local Families Attend Legacy Luncheon
Anna Goldsby of Crockett Coun-

ty and Hannah Tinker of Alamo 
Tinker attended the University of 
Tennessee at Martin’s annual Leg-
acy Luncheon on Aug. 18, an event 

for incoming fi rst-year students 
who are the children and grandchil-
dren of university alumni.

Goldsby plans to study health and 
human performance. She is pictured 

with her parents, Tres and Brittney 
Goldsby, who are both 1998 UT 
Martin graduates.

Tinker plans to study health and 
human performance. She is pic-

tured with her parents, Regina and 
Tony Tinker. Tony is a 1992 UT 
Martin graduate.

UT Martin fall classes began Aug. 
22.

Anna Goldsby with her parents, Tres and Brittney Goldsby Hannah Tinker with her parents, Regina and Tony Tinker
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