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A Celebration of History
BY JUDY POSTON

judyposton@gmail.com
 For many years, Mrs. Allene Short’s 

customers’ coming and going made 
the entrance to her beauty shop, on 
the south end of First Street in Maury 
City, a revolving door. After her retire-
ment, she sold the building to Larry and 
Letha Johnson who, in turn, converted 
the shop into a lovely apartment. Larry 
picked cascade green as the color for the 
exterior of the building. It was then that 
he and Letha decided the place would 
be an excellent choice for the site of a 
mural dedicated to celebrating the his-
tory of the town.

 Who would the Johnsons get to com-
plete the mural? There was never any 
doubt. Letha sought out Dinah Fewell 
to fi nd out if she would be interested 
in taking on the project. Dinah was de-
lighted at the prospect. Her reply was 
quick. “I’m from Maury City,” she told 
Letha. “I’ll do it. I want to do it!” 

 The next step was to get others in-
volved. As soon as Dinah had com-
pleted the beautiful mural for the town 
of Friendship a short time earlier, she 
had been inundated with requests from 
folks hoping for something similar 
in their own Maury City community. 
Now, meetings were announced. In-
vitations were extended. All would be 
given the opportunity to participate, to 
make plans, to bring their ideas to the 
table. 

 However, before work on the mural 
could start, Covid-19 struck. As was 
true in communities across the nation, 
people in Maury City became ill. The 
virus spread. Plans had to be put on 
hold. 

 With the coming of spring, howev-
er, thoughts returned to fi nishing work 
previously left undone. By early sum-
mer, plans were in place. Nights were 
cooler than days so at days end, when 
the workday had ended, fi eld work was 
fi nished, housework done, gardening 
complete, volunteers turned their at-
tention to working on the mural. With a 

passion for what they were determined 
to accomplish, Dinah, her daughter 
Danni, Letha Johnson, Lana Stallings, 
Loretta and Gracie Bushart, Dean Tur-
nage, Stacy Sartain, Ginger Crossen, 
Megan Turnage, and Leigh Hay vol-
unteered their time, talents, effort, and 
work to get the job done. 

 It was a project that was complet-
ed in only 23 hours. Dinah credits 
this to thorough planning ahead of 
time. By the time, the on-site work 
began, workers knew exactly what 
they were going to do and how they 
were going to do it. Dinah had com-
pletely sketched out the mural on 
paper. With the help of a computer 
and projector to shine her drawing on 
the building, painting could be done 
at a quicker pace. Husbands came to 
put up scaffold the night before the 
painting began. In addition, Dinah 
credits those who kept busy washing 
out paint brushes and doing leg work 
so painters could continue to work, 

with helping the project move speed-
ily along.

 Letha and other volunteers, in turn, 
credit Dinah’s and Danni’s artistic 
talent with the creative beauty of the 
project. From the beginning Dinah 
made plans to complete the mural in 
layers – the pictures in each of the 

four corners being put in place first. 
 The upper right hand corner dis-

plays a picture of the first high school 
in Crockett County. Located in Mau-
ry City, Crockett High School, stood 
three-stories tall, with the Maury 
City Masonic Lodge #368 making 
its home on the third floor. Crockett 
High School provided education for 
generations of Maury City youth be-
ginning in 1913 until consolidation 
brought about its closure in 1983. 
The nation’s flag can be seen proudly 
waving from the top of the old build-
ing that was located on present day 
College Street. The wildcat, also pic-
tured, continues to be the mascot of 

Letha Johnson, Danni Fewell, Lana Stallings and Dinah Fewell pose for a 
picture in front of the town of Maury City’s new mural.
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the present day Maury City Ele-
mentary School.

 The lower right hand corner fea-
tures a stalk of cotton, heavy with 
bolls – white, ready for harvest. It 
is representative of the cash crop 
long important to the economy 
of the South. Memories 
of cotton sacks and cot-
ton scales, chopping cot-
ton in the summer, pick-
ing and tromping cotton 
in the fall, cotton rides for 
the youth, how much cot-
ton family members could 
pick by hand in a day, rid-
ing on a John Deere pick-
er, the whir of the cotton 
gin heard throughout the 
autumn nights... talk of 
such still often dominates 
conversation when friends 
and family gather.

 The illustration in the 
lower left hand corner is 
a church – a reminder of 
the importance faith plays 
in the lives of the towns-
folk. Dinah shares that 
while standing in front of 
the mural, no matter the direction 
one turns, there is a church to ac-
commodate the corporate worship 
of individuals and their families 
who love God and desire to honor 
Him.

 Next to faith is patriotism 
which is showcased in the mural’s 
upper left hand corner, which fea-
tures, a second time in the paint-
ing, the red, white, and blue, the 
stars and the stripes of the flag, 
meant to honor all Veterans. Five 
soldiers are pictured – a salute 
to the five Jurnett brothers, from 
Maury City, who served the na-
tion during Desert Storm.

 A movie camera painted off to 
the left is a nod to a more recent 
piece of Maury City history – the 
filming of the movie, “Brave New 
Jersey,” on the streets of Maury 
City in June of 2015. The story 
is a fictionalized account of what 
took place in a small New Jersey 
town on the night in 1938 when 
Actor Orson Wells dramatized, 
via radio, Author H.G. Wells’ sto-
ry, “The War of the Worlds,” a 
sci-fi tale of an alien invasion. 

 Dinah and her crew painted 
heavy green curtains featuring the 
golden yellow initials, “CHS,” at 
the top, to frame the mural which 
appears as a movie screen with an 
audience. The “stage,” curtains, 
and seating replicate the audito-

rium in the old school building 
where the earliest class compos-
ites hung from the surrounding 
walls. In the auditorium, be-
neath the curtain’s golden letters, 
Christmas pageants were staged, 
beauty reviews determined who 
would ride in the Strawberry Fes-
tival Parade, Future Homemak-
ers of America held their chap-
ter meetings, and speakers were 
brought in to address the student 
body. 

 Initially, the “audience” pic-
tured in the mural was divided 
into two parts with an “aisle” di-
viding the two sides. At the last 
minute, it was decided the aisle 
was unnecessary, and additional 
figures were added so that one 
group of spectators filled the en-
tire bottom of the mural without 
any division.

 It was late. Time to go home. 
Volunteers were growing tired – 
ready for a good night’s sleep. 
That was when weariness turned 
to silliness as is sometimes the 
case. Workers became slap-hap-
py – punch drunk. Someone not-

ed that the last figure drawn in 
the audience had a longggg neck. 
Looked like he didn’t belong 
there. Maybe, just maybe, he had 
snuck in... snuck in from a gal-
axy far, far away... It was Danni 
who added the figure’s antennas 

– a second allusion to the summer 
Hollywood came to Maury City.

 Letha tells the volunteers had a 
wonderful time working together. 
It was great fellowship. Camara-
derie developed along with a deep 
sense of pride in what they, the 
workers, were able to accomplish. 

 David Bushart would come by 
with drinks and snacks for those 
working. When Danni couldn’t 
make it one night, Will Stallings 
took over her job of keeping the 
computer awake so the image 
could be projected on the side of 
the building without interruption. 
Before the words, “Maury City – 
Our Hometown – a Community 
of Faith and Agriculture,” were 
added to the center of the mural, 
a spectator wondered aloud what 
would go there. Members of the 
Jurnett family stopped by on a 
regular basis to view the progress. 
On one occasion, Minnie Pearl 
Jurnett pointed to the image repre-
senting her sons, telling all with-
in listening distance, “I am their 
mother.” The Jurnett family plans 
to meet at the mural for a photo 

session now that the artwork is 
complete. On the final evening, 
pick-up trucks, SUVs, cars and 
vans filled with excited specta-
tors, thrilled and proud over the 
face-lift the addition has brought 
to their hometown, parked near-

by, watching as the last 
touches were added. On 
the morning of our inter-
view, we watched from the 
air-conditioned interior 
of the building that once 
housed Lovelace’s filling 
station, as a van slowed, 
the occupant stopping to 
gaze at each detail of the 
mural.

 For Letha, Dinah, Dan-
ni, and Lana Stallings, 
the success of the com-
pleted mural has lit fire 
in their souls – a desire to 
bring back life to the little 
town’s First Street with 
future activities designed 
to bring people together 
for good fellowship, fun, 
and food. Letha shares the 
amazement she felt by the 

number of cars volunteers saw 
driving into Maury City during 
the short time work on the mural 
took place in the daytime. Peo-
ple came from out of town, out 
of the county even, searching for 
the bricks containing their fami-
ly’s name – bricks that were laid 
several years ago when an earlier 
attempt to revitalize the down-
town area had been underway. 
The foursome know that the work 
needed for such a project is not 
something that can be undertaken 
by just a few. The entire Maury 
City community would have to 
be involved. Can it be done? The 
lovely new mural is proof that 
it can be! It is a work of art that 
preserves history and brings back 
memories. It creates a pride in 
past heritage, while offering hope 
for tomorrow.

 Thank you to each volunteer 
who gave of themselves to create 
a work of art that lends beauty, 
vigor, and vitality to the town of 
Maury City. A celebration of his-
tory, indeed!

Mural celebrating the history of the town of Maury City
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Statewide Litter Pollution Study Underway
Problem outweighs 
$15 million annual 
taxpayers spend

The Tennessee Advisory Com-
mission on Intergovernmental Rela-
tions (TACIR) voted unanimously, 
20 to 0, to begin a comprehensive 
study of litter pollution in the state. 
This marks the fi rst fresh progress 
on statewide litter control in a gen-
eration.

The study will address topics such 
as the sources and composition of 
litter, fi nancial and environmental 
costs, economic opportunities of 
recovering waste, the effectiveness 
of existing efforts and proven solu-
tions to recover litter.

Tennessee CLEAN, an anti-lit-
ter initiative of Tennessee Wildlife 
Federation, advocated for the study. 

“There are groups out there do-
ing great anti-litter work but, ulti-

mately, litter control in Tennessee 
is fragmented. If we want to see re-
ductions in litter pollution, we need 
a comprehensive and statewide ap-
proach,” said Michael Butler, CEO 
of Tennessee Wildlife Federation. 
“TACIR is designed to closely ex-
amine complex issues like this and 
to recommend solutions that are 
reasonable and effective.”

TACIR is a nonpartisan body that 
serves as the research arm of the 
Tennessee General Assembly. The 
commission’s 25-member board 
consists of private citizens and pub-
lic offi cials representing all levels 
of government. 

Tennessee’s litter problem is well 
documented.

Despite $15 million in taxpay-
er money being spent to clean up 
around 23 million pounds of litter 
year after year, an estimated 100 
million pieces of new litter are al-
ways along Tennessee roads. The 
Tennessee River contains more 

microplastics per gallon than any 
other studied river in the world. 
Litter also causes direct damage to 
key parts of Tennessee’s economy. 
Tourism and tourist perception is 
negatively impacted and agriculture 
suffers an estimated $60 million in 
damages annually. 

“There have been enough propos-
als over the years that look at one 
slice of the problem and then go 
nowhere,” said Butler. “We sought 
this TACIR study, and designed the 
process Tennessee CLEAN creates, 
to be collaborative from start to 
fi nish because Tennessee can’t let 
self-interest and the objections of 
a few stop a meaningful discussion 
about how to solve this problem—
our water, wildlife and wild places 
are drowning in litter.”

In addition to the mixed perspec-
tives of TACIR, Tennessee CLEAN 
proposes any work toward litter 
reduction goals be overseen in the 
long term by a Tennessee CLEAN 

Commission. Members are to be 
leaders from agriculture, retail, 
manufacturing, single-use plastic 
distributors, local government and 
conservation, among others. 

“We invite all parties to be part of 
a meaningful solution,” added But-
ler.

Tennesseans can learn more about 
Tennessee CLEAN and voice their 
views on litter in the state at tennes-
seeCLEANact.org

About Tennessee Wildlife 
Federation

Tennessee Wildlife Federation is 
an independent nonprofi t dedicated 
to conserving Tennessee’s wildlife, 
waters, and wild places. The Feder-
ation has spearheaded the develop-
ment of the state’s wildlife policy, 
advanced legislation on air and wa-
ter quality and other conservation 
initiatives, helped restore numerous 
species, and introduced thousands of 
kids to the great outdoors. To learn 
more, visit tnwf.org.
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Crockett   
the 84th West    
  Strawberry   

Crockett County Middle School royalty 
Queen Addison Mitchell, First Maid Zoey 
Burleson, Second Maid Maddie Moore and 
a friend.Ada Johnson, Top Ten, Sr. Territorial Pageant

Avery Emison, Miss Hostess, and her mom, 
April Emison

Shamrockin’ in Berryland won 
third place. Riders included Bo 
and Bradley Conley and Knox 
and Braddock Conley.
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 Rocks 
  Tennessee
  Festival

Becca Butler, Miss West TN 
Cotton Festival Teen

Pipa Smith, Tink Willis, Ella Kate Haynes, Georgi Conley, and Callow 
Freeman.

Molly Parlow, second maid, 
Senior Territorial Pageant

Jackson Moore, Preston and Grayson Lambert, Avery Gourley, Cade 
Freeman, Gage Vandiver, Henry and Ella Kate Haynes, Jamison and 
McLean Turnage
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A Lesson Learned & 
BY JUDY POSTON

judyposton1963@gmail.com
     The weather forecast was 

dreary. The day gloomy. Clouds 
were dark. Skies gray. Rain pelted 
the windshield of her white GMC 
Terrain. The vehicle’s windows 
continually fogged up.

     It was an early Saturday morn-
ing, in late March, that promised 
a day fi lled with spring showers, 
heavy at times. She had been invit-
ed to Dickson by family – a spring-
time outing – a time to celebrate the 
Easter holiday with her loved ones. 
She was already in Jackson. How-
ever, as she neared the on-ramp for 
Interstate 40, she made a decision. 
Taking into consideration the messy 
weather, Carolyn King turned her 
car around to head back to Crock-
ett County. A visit with her family 
would have to be postponed for bet-
ter driving weather. 

     Carolyn had already 
crossed the county line. She 
was heading down 412 to-
ward her home. It was then 
that a deer suddenly ran 
across the highway. The col-
lision killed the deer. Car-
olyn’s car was totaled. She 
walked away from the ac-
cident without a scratch – a 
fact she is quick to give God 
praise and thanksgiving for. 

     What happened next, 
Carolyn shares with the 
hope of saving others grief 
and loss. Her insurance had 
provided a rental car for 
a short while. She was in 
Humboldt at a doctor’s ap-
pointment when they let her 
know the car would need to 
be turned back in within a 
couple of days. Still working her 
way through her fi rst year since 

the death of her dear husband, 
Bobby, and still shook up over 

the encounter with the deer, 
Carolyn knew she needed 
some time to search for the 
right vehicle to purchase. 
With this in mind, she de-
cided to reach out to Avis 
Car Rental, a company she 
had worked for many years 
ago in Washington D.C., 
with the hope of securing 
something for a couple to 
three more weeks.

     Her fi rst step was to 
google a phone number for 
Avis. Following her typing in 
her inquiry, several numbers 
came up on her telephone 
screen.  Her fi rst mistake, she 
now says, was not scanning 
down the list of numbers till 
she came to a local number, 
and choosing that number 

to call. Instead she dialed the fi rst 
number at the top of the list – a 

Bobby and Carolyn King
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number with an “888” prefi x. 
     The voice on the other end of 

the line offered a deal on a 2021 
Yukon rental. It was an Easter pro-
motional special, he told her. She 
could keep the car for a week or 
multiple weeks at that rate – what-
ever she needed. The price quoted 
included insurance and tax. 

     Carolyn told him she needed 
a few minutes to think it through 
and would call back in 30 min-
utes or so. “I don’t think so,” he 
told her angrily, and slammed the 
phone down. She dialed the num-
ber a second time. 

     This time, she was informed 
the company would not take a 
credit card other than American 
Express. Carolyn’s response was 
she did not have an American Ex-
press card, but her sister did and 
she knew her sister would gladly 
put the charge on her card. Again, 

the response on the other end was 
negative. The card had to be her 
own. The solution, he said, was for 
her to purchase a pre-paid Amer-
ican Express card, call back, and 
they would set things up for her. 

     Carolyn reveals she never 
thought she would be tricked by a 
scram. As she looks back, she notes 
red fl ag after red fl ag. However, at 
the time, she feels her mind was 
clouded with thoughts of Bobby, 
the accident with the deer,....she 
wasn’t thinking clearly – she was 
venerable – a  person in exactly the 
type of predicament that the dishon-
est prey on.

     Carolyn picked up the pre-
paid card at Dollar General, put-
ting $500.00 on it. According 
to the man she spoke with, this 
amount included a deposit she 
would get back upon turning the 
car back in. She called the number 

yet again to give all the informa-
tion and have everything set up 
for her to pick up her rental. The 
following morning, no one at the 
number would answer her calls. 
By now, Carolyn realized, too 
late, she had been had. 

     Upon phoning the local Avis 
Car Rental, Carolyn was told there 
was no such Easter Promotion-
al Deal here in West Tennessee, 
although Avis in New York was 
offering something similar to the 
deal that had been offered her. She 
called American Express. They in-
formed her the money was gone. 
The Better Business Bureau took 
her complaint and information. 
They inquired if she would be will-
ing to share her story with a local 
television station’s news crew. She 
agreed. However, no one ever con-
tacted her about sharing her story.

     Each time she had phoned the 

“888” number, the voice told her 
someone would return her call. 
Each time the person who called 
her was a different individual. 
Each one spoke with a foreign ac-
cent. At one point, following her 
giving the information for the 
American Express card, the per-
son told her the $500.00 would 
be put back on the card within 24 
hours. That never transpired. 

     Carolyn chalks it up as a les-
son learned. She says she is glad 
it was “only $500.00.” Of course, 
Avis Car Rental is totally inno-
cent in all this – the scam taking 
away from their business as well 
as hurting other innocent victims 
like Carolyn. Her only solace now 
is, that in sharing her story, some-
one else may be saved from mak-
ing the same mistake and losing 
their own hard earned money to 
reprehensible thieves.

Shared with Others
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City of Alamo Employees Receive 
Specialized Utility Training

Recently, the City of Alamo en-
tered into an apprenticeship train-
ing agreement with the Tennessee 
Association of Utility Districts, 
The National Rural Water Asso-
ciation, and the U.S. Dept. of La-
bor.  The program will prepare 
two Alamo Water & Sewer em-
ployees for state certifi cation in 
wastewater treatment operations.  
The apprentices, Michael Kee and 
Will Perry, will follow specifi c 
curricular guidelines through on-
the-job training (OJT) and related 
technical instruction (RTI).  The 
apprentices will complete 4000 
hours of OJT will under the super-
vision/mentorship of plant oper-
ator John Gorman.  Additionally, 
the apprentices will complete 288 
hours of RTI that is provided by 
Tennessee Association of Utility 
Districts.  These are specialized, 
industry-specifi c courses that fo-
cus on water and wastewater treat-

ment. The program will last for 24 
months.  The apprentices will leave 
the program with multiple industry 
certifi cations. 

The goal of this apprentice-
ship program is to produce highly 
trained system operators that will 
support existing facility operators 
and replace retiring operators.  This 
unique program strives to provide 
state-of-the-art trained individuals 
to serve and protect water sources 
and treatment in Tennessee’s rural 
communities.  Having skilled indi-
viduals operating our most essen-
tial resource facilities is important 
to the safety and confi dence of 
those communities.  

Funding for the apprenticeship 
program was made possible by the 
Tennessee Department of Labor’s 
Offi ce of Apprenticeship Grant and 
administered locally by the North-
west Tennessee Workforce Board.  

This apprenticeship opportunity 

was the vision of Alamo Mayor 
John Avery Emison and John “Ju-
nior” Gorman.  Their leadership 
and investment in this program 

will contribute greatly to the future 
growth and protection of the Ala-
mo water system.

Participating in the apprenticeship agreement signing at the City Hall 
in Alamo are (from left) apprentice Michael Kee, facility operator 
John “Junior” Gorman, and apprentice Will Perry.

NWTEDC Plans Mobile Food Distribution for July 14-15
The Northwest TN Economic Development 

Council in cooperation with the United States 
Department of Agriculture will be distributing 
commodities Wednesday and Thursday, July 14 
- 15, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in Crockett 
County.

Products will be distributed at 142 Conley 

Road in Alamo in the Family Resource Center 
with residents scheduled to pick up their com-
modities according to their last name. Resi-
dents whose last names begin with letters A - H 
pick up their food on Wednesday, July 14; last 
names beginning with letters I - Z, commodities 
will be available on Thursday, July 15.

For more information call 731-696-2871.
In accordance with federal law and (USDA) 

policy, the NWTEDC is an equal opportunity 
employer and does not discriminate in services 
to clients on the basis of race, creed, color, reli-
gion, age, national origin or disabilities.  
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Go Green with Personal Grooming
Cycling to work, bringing a reusable grocery 

tote to the store and choosing organic products 
are a few of the many ways people have accept-
ed the mission to reduce the impact their daily 
living has on the planet. Great initiatives have 
been borne out of a desire to be more 
eco-friendly. Indeed, eco-friendly 
living can extend to all parts of one’s 
lifestyle, including personal groom-
ing.

Small changes in daily grooming 
habits can benefi t the planet in myr-
iad ways. And keeping clean and 
looking good while protecting the 
planet is simpler than one may think. 

Save water
Water is an essential component 

of many grooming techniques, so 
making an effort to conserve wa-
ter is a good place to begin making 
some eco-friendly changes. Invest 
in a low-fl ow showerhead and make 
a concerted effort to take shorter 
showers. Water and energy can be 
wasted when taking a bath, so lim-
it those in favor of showers. If you 
choose to take a bath, don’t fi ll the tub and con-
sider using old bath water for other purposes, 
such as watering houseplants or the garden. The 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency reports 
that Americans use approximately nine billion 

gallons of water every day to take care of their 
yards. Using old bathwater can reduce that num-
ber. When washing your face or brushing your 
teeth, turn off the faucet in between scrubbing 
and rinsing.

Reduce reliance on 
single-use plastics

Replace single-use items with others that are 

more environmentally friendly. Instead of dis-
posable razors, purchase an electric razor or one 
that has changeable head inserts on a reusable 
handle. Eco-friendly toothbrushes made of bam-
boo can help reduce reliance on plastics.

Buy locally made 
products

Opt for soaps and shampoos made 
from natural ingredients by local 
companies. The further the country 
of production, the more fuel and 
other resources necessary to get the 
product into your home. Scour local 
farmer’s markets and niche retailers 
in town, which often stock soaps 
and grooming materials made by 
community residents.

Read labels
Avoid products that are made with 

chemicals in favor of those made 
from ingredients you understand. 
Such a decision can reduce harmful, 
potentially dangerous runoff that 
ultimately ends up in waterways. 
Select products that are sold in con-

tainers made from recycled materials or those 
that limit excessive packaging.

Eco-friendly living can be extended to person-
al grooming, ensuring people look good while 
protecting the planet at the same time.

Ways to Pamper Yourself More Often
The COVID-19 pandemic has left many peo-

ple scrambling for ways to unwind without risk-
ing their health or the health of others. For more 
than a year, opportunities to let loose and have 
fun have been stymied by the cancellation of 
concerts, theater shows, sporting events, family 
holidays, and so much more in the name of pub-
lic safety. Individuals can look to coping strate-
gies to fi nd silver linings. Pampering oneself can 
be a healthy and enjoyable endeavor to explore.

Schedule a salon service
Hair, nail or skin services enable you to get 

away from home for an hour or more and devote 
time all to yourself. Plus, you’ll have the benefi t 
of walking out of the salon looking like the best 
version of yourself.

Take a nap
Getting enough restful sleep is essential for 

your overall health. The Sleep Foundation says 
people who work multiple jobs or for extended 
hours may not have enough time for suffi cient 
sleep, and the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention indicates one in three American 
adults do not get enough sleep. Getting seven 
or more hours of sleep per night is important, 
but you also can add to your sleep bank by tak-
ing short naps in the early afternoon. A nap can 
reduce stress and elevate the mood. Stick to a 
snooze of 30 minutes or less.

Indulge in a luxury item
Instead of splurging on something that is 

whimsical or unnecessary, allocate some dispos-
able dollars to something functional — but put a 
luxurious spin on it. Think of buying a set of silk 
bedsheets or indulge on a high-end cut of meat 
for a family dinner.

Take a hot bath
People may be pressed for time when engag-

ing in their daily beauty and grooming routines. 
A 10-minute shower before work might not pro-
vide the relaxation and sense of escape you need. 
Set aside a time in the evening to soak in the tub 
and let stress as well as aches and pains melt 
away in the water. 
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Layla Stewart: Where Her Journey Begins
BY JUDY POSTON

judyposton1963@gmail.com
 You might say that Layla Stew-

art is a horse-lover. However, that 
would be an understatement. She 
totally identifi es with a sign that 
reads, “NOTICE – If my horse 
doesn’t like you, I probably won’t 
either.” She says that her very fi rst 
word spoken was... “horse.” Layla 
also says, “I combine my horses 
in my everything.” And, Layla’s 
everything is a lot!

 Layla is the 11 year old grand-
daughter of Karen Raines. She 
resides in the home where her 
grandfather, David, grew up. Her 
room once belonged to her Great 
Aunt Shirley when SHE 
was a young girl. 

 Layla attends classes 
at Alamo City School. 
She will be entering the 
6th grade this fall. Her 
favorite subject is math. 
She also enjoys art.

 Each year, in May, 
Crockett County honors 
the memory of its Veter-
ans with a service held 
on the Sunday morning 
before Memorial Day. 
The time is early, 8:00 
a.m. Layla states, “I 
wanted to honor the fall-
en soldiers that fought 
for our country.” To do 
so, she sought the help 
of her grandmother Kar-
en, her trainer Mindy 
Harrison, and her dear 
friend Georgi Conley.

 Together, the foursome 
dressed in the colors of 
the fl ag and paraded on 
their horses that also 
sported red, white, and 
blue, tails smartly braid-
ed, the tune of a patriotic 
song playing, much to 
the delight of those gath-
ered for the occasion. It 
proved a fi tting tribute to 
those who paid the price 
for our nation’s freedom. 

A card attached to the blanket atop 
Layla’s horse listed the names of 
Veterans in Layla’s own family 
– names she doesn’t ever want to 
forget – Teddy Edward Robertson 
(United States Army, killed in the 
Korean War), Eulis Lee Robert-
son (who served in both the U.S. 
Army and United States Marines), 
Henry Thomas Robertson (United 
States Army), Jerry Thomas Rob-
ertson (National Guard), and E.P. 
Shepherd (U.S. Army).

 Layla made the ride in honor of 
another special person in her fam-
ily, her Pap Pap, a Veteran of the 
Vietnam War. He was told only to 
bring a chair and be there. He had 

no idea the treat in store for him. 
 It was not the fi rst time, Ser-

geant Kenneth Wayne Stewart aka 
Pap Pap, who resides in the town 
of Bolivar, has been honored by 
his great-granddaughter, Layla, 
who makes sure she often takes 
the time to say thanks to this most 
special man in her life. Layla has 
invited him to her home for pro-
grams planned just for him, an au-
dience of one. She has memorized 
poems to recite for his pleasure. 
She not only showers him with 
appreciation for his service to our 
country, but makes certain, she 
adds the personal heartfelt mes-
sage, “And, most of all, thank you 

for loving me.”
 Three horses reside 

on the Raines farm. 
Two of the horses came 
from Redemption Road, 
a non-profi t organiza-
tion located in Madison 
County and dedicated 
to the rescue, rehabili-
tation, and adoption of 
horses, ponies, donkeys, 
mules, and miniature 
horses in need. Layla ex-
plains, “We adopt horses 
from the rescue because 
I believe that those hors-
es become great horses. 
They have been through 
something and you get to 
see their improvement.” 

 “Keeper” was named 
by Layla and so-called 
because as soon as Lay-
la saw her, she knew 
for certain “she was a 
keeper.” Willow’s for-
mer owner had had her 
since she was 6 months 
old. Tears of joy, love, 
and gratitude fi lled Lay-
la’s eyes when Karen 
recently gave Willow 
to her. Miss Goodnight 
was named for Katha-
rine Hepburn’s character 
in the movie, “Rooster 
Cogburn,” co-starring 

John Wayne as the title character 
who bid her a nightly adieu with 
the words, “Good night, Miss 
Goodnight.” Layla has willingly 
done her part in taking care of the 
horses since she was small. She 
regularly assists in mucking the 
barn and other chores related to 
taking care of the horses and the 
farm. 

 Layla’s trainer, Mindy Harri-
son, is owner of the Broken Wheel 
Ranch located in Trenton. She 
has worked with Layla and her 
horse to “despook” the animal so 
that Layla may carry a fl ag while 
riding and to prevent the equine 
from startling at sounds and sights 
during parades. Layla is working 
with Mindy to learn the technique 
of barrel racing. She loves being a 
part of Mindy’s horse camps. Min-
dy teaches the parts of the horse 
and saddle, horse-safety, and how 
to care for a horse to her students. 
It was time together in this set-
ting that made Georgi and Layla 
inseparable. Layla is glad to help 
out in any way she can at Mindy’s 
ranch including mucking the barn 

Layla and Keeper in their fi rst 
Memorial Day program.

Carrying the fl ag at the Memorial Day Weekend’s 
Service held in honor of those who paid the price for 
our freedom, court square in Alamo
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and cleaning up in the arena. With 
Mindy’s guidance and Karen’s 
support, she earned a total of 43 
ribbons at various horse shows in 
just one season. Layla rides annu-
ally in the Strawberry Festival and 

Trenton Tea Pot Parades as well 
as in the town of Kenton’s White 
Squirrel Festival. She participates 
in the St. Jude Trail Ride.

 Layla’s interests lie in helping 
others. She is always glad to com-
bine her love for horses with help-
ing out for a good cause. She has 
been involved with the Elf Ride 
(from atop her horse, of course,) 
for Relay for Life. She chooses to 
participate in Relay for Life events 
in memory of her Great Nana Lin-
da Dubois and in honor of her Un-
cle Ben Sykes, Larry Carter, and 
Bonnie Cook. The fi rst Memori-
al Day tribute she participated in 
was last year with Oakfi eld Sad-
dle Club. It was at the saddle club, 
Layla says, that she made her fi rst 
gallop on Keeper.

 Layla wanted to share some-
thing unique in honor of Redemp-
tion Road’s ten year anniversary 
celebration. Dressed as a lovely 
fairy, she led her horse, disguised 
as a unicorn – pink all over with 
a multi-colored mane and a single 
golden horn. Stacy Sartain had in-
vited her and her unicorn to take 
part in a special outdoor family 
celebration planned and prepared 
for by Stacy and the staff at Emma 
Grace’s Boutique. However, the 
coming of Covid-19 put a hold on 
that event. Layla and her unicorn 
are now, however, available for 
appearances at children’s birthday 
parties and events. 

 While Covid-19 curbed the ac-
tivities of many, it created a spe-
cial opportunity for Layla and she 
made the most of it. When vehi-
cles from across the county, West 
Tennessee, and even other states 

lined up to gain entrance to near-
by Safari Park, Layla, their neigh-
bor, set up a lemonade stand in her 
front yard, offering lemonade and 
cookies to travelers as they waited 
their turn to enter the park. All do-
nations went to Redemption Road. 
Thanks to this enterprise, Layla 
was able to donate some $120.00 

a week to help fi nance the good 
work accomplished there. Layla 
tells she supports the work at Re-
demption Road because she says, 
“I want to give horses a second 
chance in life.” 

 In addition, Layla has donated 
her own pony tail two different 
times to Locks of Love/St. Jude. 
She donates purses fi lled with es-
sential items to the Dream Center 
in Jackson and Christmas Boxes 
to Samaritan’s Purse for Opera-
tion Christmas Child.

 Karen, who has also donated 

her hair to Locks of Love, assists 
and supports her granddaughter 
in every way possible. Karen, 
who has, in the past, worked with 
EMS, served in the fi eld of nurs-
ing, and driven a truck with her 
husband for 30 years, moved into 
the farmhouse, where her in-laws, 
J.A. and Irene Raines reared their 

own children, eight years ago. As 
she began to clean up fence-rows, 
weeds, and outbuildings, she 
found all sorts of farm equipment 
used in days gone by.

 Both Layla and Karen are true 
farm girls. Layla has helped with 
fencing. She works alongside Kar-
en to gather in the green beans, 
purple hull peas, cucumbers, and 
other vegetables from the gar-
den. Karen says she knows Layla 
would have been great at the task 
of cotton-picking.

 Today Karen serves as a foster 

Layla and her Pap Pap

Layla and Miss Goodnight

Taking part in the Elf Ride in 
support of Relay for Life
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parent. Over the last 23 months, 
some 74 youth have found tem-
porary shelter, a safe place to 
lay their heads at night, a loving 
home, and a kind heart to care for 
them with Karen. Each have had 
a taste of living on a farm and 
breathing clean, fresh country air. 
They have reveled in taking pole 
in hand and fi shing from the pond 
which Karen stocked seven years 
ago.

 One young girl especially enjoyed 
lending Layla a hand with the lem-
onade stand. That girl turned 18 the 
day of our interview and, although 
she no longer lives on the farm with 
Karen and Layla, she sent Karen a 
message the morning of her birth-
day. Karen shares that Layla sets a 
good example for those who come 
to live with them, teaching them 
good values, showing them love, 
and modeling care and kindness. 

 When Covid hit, Karen became 
sick. Foster children, who had the 
virus came to stay with her for the 
duration of their recovery. Layla 
never caught it!

 Karen says everywhere she looks 

both on the farm and in the house, 
she sees glimpses of Mr. J.A. and 
Mrs. Irene. She says she knows 
Mrs. Irene is looking down on the 
farm, smiling, while Mr. J.A. is just 
rolling his eyes.

 As for Layla’s future, she hopes 
to attend U.T. Martin one day. She 
would love to be involved there 
with horses and barrel racing. Karen 
and Layla credit Mindy’s infl uence 
and instruction as being instrumen-
tal in all that Layla does today with 

her horses. Layla is appreciative of 
the support of her family in all her 
endeavors including her great-un-
cle, Carey Raines, who is sponsor-
ing her this year at Oakfi eld Saddle 
Club.

 Layla is always aspiring to im-
prove herself . She says, “I would 
like to do more because it inspires 
me to push forward in the barrel 
racing industry. It you don’t push 
forward, you aren’t going to get 
better.”

 And this, Layla says, is where 
her journey begins. Best of luck to 
you Layla in all that you do as you 
continue your journey. We know 
you will continue to do much to 
make your family and community 
proud. 

A fairy and her unicorn - ready to take their fun to  birthday parties 
and events for children

Layla with her Great Uncle 
Carey Raines, her sponsor in the 
Oakfi eld Saddle Club
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 Jesus Himself unequivocal-
ly states who is His friend:  “Great-
er love hath no man than this, that a 
man lay down his life for his friends.  
Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoev-
er I command you” [John 15:13-17].  
Abraham had proved himself:  “Was 
not Abraham our father justifi ed by 
works, when he had offered Isaac his 
son upon the altar?  Seest thou how 
faith wrought with his works, and by 
works was faith made perfect?  And 
the scripture was fulfi lled which saith, 
‘Abraham believed God, and it was 
imputed unto him for righteousness: 
and he was called the Friend of God’” 
[James 2:21-23].

 How does a friend of Jesus Christ 
treat others?  That friend is hospitable:   
“Be not forgetful to entertain strang-
ers: for thereby some have entertained 
angels unawares” [ Hebrews 13:2].  
“Distributing to the necessity of saints; 
given to hospitality” [Romans 12:13].    
“And let us not be weary in well do-
ing:  for in due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not.  As we have therefore 
opportunity, let us do good unto all 
men, especially unto them who are of 
the household of faith” [Galatians 6:9-
10].

 A friend of Jesus Christ does not 
suggest alternatives to God’s words:  
“From that time forth began Jesus to 
shew unto His disciples, how that He 
must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer 
many things of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and 
be raised again the third day.  Then 
Peter took Him, and began to rebuke 
Him, saying, ‘Be it far from Thee, 
Lord: this shall not be unto Thee.’  But 
He turned, and said unto Peter, ‘Get 
thee behind Me, Satan: thou art an of-
fence unto Me: for thou savourest not 
the things that be of God, but those 
that be of men’” [Matt 16:21-23].    

 A friend of Jesus Christ tries to 
see things from His viewpoint:  “Let 
this mind be in you, which was also in 

Christ Jesus:  Who, being in the form 
of God, thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God:  But made Himself 
of no reputation, and took upon Him 
the form of a servant, and was made in 
the likeness of men:  And being found 
in fashion as a man, He humbled him-
self, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross” [Philip-
pians 2:5-8].  In the light of seeking 
to understand Jesus’ viewpoint, con-
sider this:  “In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.  The same was 
in the beginning with God” [John 1:1-
2].  So, a friend would want to get to 
know Jesus better:  “Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly in all wis-
dom; teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spir-
itual songs, singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord” [Colossians 3:16].

 A friend of Jesus Christ would 
seek to enter His kingdom:  “Jesus 
answered and said unto him, ‘Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the king-
dom of God.’  Nicodemus saith unto 
him, ‘How can a man be born when 
he is old? can he enter the second time 
into his mother’s womb, and be born?’  
Jesus answered, ‘Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God’” [John 3:3-
5].

 Finally, a friend of Jesus Christ 
will trust Him to the end:  “For the 
which cause I also suffer these things: 
nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I 
know Whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that He is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto Him 
against that day” [2 Timothy 1:12].    

Charles Yawn
Romans 16:16
church of Christ at Crossroads
Visit us at 2118 Johnsons Grove Rd., 
Bells, TN.
or at www.coccrossroadsrd.com

God’s Word 
is Truth



Page 21 The Crockett Rocket - July 2021Like us on Facebook!

Capturing the Beauty

Darin Emison pictured with wife Kimberly, their family and friend 
Terry Ehrlich

The latest cover of Taxidermy Today, a national publication, features 
the work of Darin Emison.

Darin recently completed this 
deer for his brother, Greg. He won 
1st place in The Master’s Division 
and Best Whitetail Award from 
Walnut Hollow.

BY JUDY POSTON
judyposton1963@gmail.com

 His expertise attention-to-detail 
has been well-known for sometime 
within the county and across the re-
gion. However, just recently, recog-
nition of his work has spread across 
the nation with the release of the 
May/June 2021 issue of Taxidermy 
Today which features both Darin 
Emison’s story and a photograph of 
his work on its cover.

 Darin has long loved the great 
out-doors. When hunting and fi sh-
ing, he is truly in his element, revel-
ing in the joy that the sports afford. 
For him, it has always been a family 
affair. Growing up, he learned the 
peace and pleasure the woods and 
streams offer as well as an appre-
ciation for God’s creation from his 
parents and his brother. Following 
high school, Darin chose a profes-
sion that is an extension of these 
values.

 Darin is the owner of Emison’s 
Taxidermy which he operates out 
of his home near Cypress. He is 
dedicated to the task of “restor-
ing the animal to its natural look.” 
His goal is to “capture the ani-
mal’s beauty, allowing the hunter 
to connect with that moment in 
time” when he fi rst caught sight 
of the creature in its wild habitat. 
Darin states that his desire is “to 
recreate God’s work in a way that 
helps bring the creature back to 
life.”

 Darin has entered his work in 
state and regional competitions in 
which he has placed on a regular 
basis. He has enjoyed the priv-
ilege of mounting deer for both 
of his parents who enjoy hunting. 
The coyote pictured on the cover 

of Taxidermy Today was complet-
ed for a fellow Crockett County 
hunter. Darin’s proud dad, Phil, 
explains, that it may take weeks, 
even months, rather than hours 
to complete an animal. The fi n-
ished work of art speaks for itself. 
Taxidermist Ferry Van Tangeren 
describes the process, “It’s about 
capturing and holding beauty, not 
death.”

 Congratulations Darin on rec-
ognition well-deserved. May 
you continue to receive joy from 
bringing joy to others through 
your beautiful works of art.

 Those interested in obtaining 
Darin’s services may contact him 
through Facebook. 

 Quotes taken from May/June 
2021 issue of Taxidermy Today.

“There is a pleasure in the pathless woods.

 There is rapture on the lonely shore...” 

F. Scott Fitzgerald
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Did You Know?

The Art of Tattooing Is
One of Oldest in History

Tattoos are a form of body modi-
fi cation that dates back to 3250 B.C.

The oldest known person to have 
a tattoo was found beneath a gla-
cier in the Alps. His body displayed 
more than 60 tattoos, composed 
mainly of simple dot and line de-
signs.

The tattoos of today are much 
more complex and colorful. Ac-
cording to Tattoodo, tattooing in-
volves the use of a tattoo machine 
that has groupings of needle points 
to push into the skin. Tattoo ink is 
injected directly into the dermis, or 
the second layer of skin.

A University of Arizona study 
found that nearly every brand of 

tattoo ink uses different 
ingredients, and there are 
no regulations governing 
tattoo ink. Pigments in-
clude heavy metals, orig-
inal minerals and veg-
etable- or plastic-based 
colors.

Inks also use a carrier to 
keep the ink more evenly 
mixed. Alcohols, distilled 
water and propylene gly-
col are some common 
carriers.

A recent study from Psychology 
Today found that people with tat-
toos are more likely to be “experi-
ence seekers.” In addition, a poll re-

leased by the Oxygen Network and 
Lightspeed research indicates that 
59 percent of women in the Unit-
ed States have tattoos compared to 

only 41 percent of men. 
An interesting subject. How 

many people do you know with at 
least one tattoo?
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Gary Graves and His Life
on His 50-Acre Farm

BY JUDY POSTON
judyposton1963@gmail.com

Ping-Ping-Ping - 
$35.00

Plunk-Ping-Plunk - 
$50.00

 And so begins an “Auto Re-
pair Price List” which hangs on 
the showroom wall at Alamo Tire 
Company. To glance around the 
room at various pieces of memora-
bilia is to learn a little more about 
the owner, who he is and what he 
stands for. Not only does he have 
a sense of humor, but he loves his 
country, does not take lightly his 
2nd amendment rights, and proud-
ly supports the Veterans who have 
served America. A display offers 
honey from his own hives for pur-
chase. And there’s something else 
on the end of the counter, copies 
of a book, “Life On My 50-Acre 
Farm.” Its pages feature stories of 
someone who has “been there and 
done that on a farm,” along with 
much of what he has gleaned from 
those experiences and can pass on 
to others. The book’s author? Gary 
Graves, owner of Alamo Tire AND 
a 50-acre farm near Trenton.

 Gary Graves graduated from 
Hamlett Robertson High School at 

Crockett Mills, class of 1980. His 
wife of 36 years, Diane hails from 
the town of Paris. It is to her that 
the book is dedicated. The cou-
ple have three adult children, An-
drea, Ethan, and Micah. The 
50-acre farm once belonged 
to Gary’s great-grandfather, 
A.D. Graves. It was home to 
the Graves family – the place 
where they reared their fi ve 
children, including Gary’s 
granddaddy, A.D. Graves, Jr.

 Cows, rabbits, chickens, 
guineas, peacocks, sheep, 
horses, pigs, and honey bees 
– Gary has worked with them 
all in his adventures with grass 
farming. He relays to his read-
ers “what worked and what 
didn’t,” what was profi table 
and what was not. 

 During the heat of one warm 
summer, a calf was born on 
Gary’s farm. In West Tennes-
see, summer is not the best 
time for calves to be born due 
to the high temperatures. Two 
calves had already perished 
in the heat. Not long after 
the third calf was born, Gary 
found the young bovine “lay-
ing on his side and breathing 
very hard.” 

 The following morning, the calf 
was lying right where Gary had 
found him the evening before. Gary 

picked the calf up, bringing him 
close to his mother, hoping to help 
him to be able to suck. The calf re-
fused to take nourishment so Gary 
laid him down on his other side.

The next day went similar with no 
improvements in the calf’s health. 
On the third day, with the calf still 
struggling, still unable to get to his 

feet, Gary knew he would have to 
put the calf out of his misery soon 
if there was no change. He had no 
idea what to do to help the poor an-
imal. 

 As he was dwelling on this, 
Gary says, “Something told 
me, ‘You are a praying person, 
why don’t you pray?’” Gary 
tells that even though he had 
never prayed for an animal, he 
knew God could do anything. 
So, he thought, “Why not? 
God knows my every need 
and want.” 

 Later that evening, when 
Gary went to check on the 
calf, he couldn’t fi nd him. 
He wondered if a coyote had 
dragged the little animal off. 
The following morning, he 
found the mother cow in the 
tall grass. He noticed she 
kept looking behind her. Sure 
enough, as he came closer to 
investigate, there was the calf, 
alive, standing... walking... 
doing well. Gary says, “I will 
tell anyone I meet that God 
knows our every need! God 
wants to and can do anything 
for us.”

 Gary was invited to attend 
a one day conference in Cookeville 
conducted by the Tennessee Cattle 
Association. It was here that he fi rst 
heard of a relatively new breed of 

The cover of “Life On My 50-Acre Farm” 
written by Gary Graves
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cattle called South Poll. 
The breed had been de-
veloped by Teddy Gentry, 
bass player and vocalist 
for the award-winning, 
country music group Ala-
bama.

 Like Gary, Teddy, who 
was born and reared on 
Lookout Mountain in Fort 
Payne, Alabama, pur-
chased a family farm. He 
bought the land from his 
grandfather with his fi rst 
check from RCA records. 
Teddy set out to develop a 
breed “that could tolerate 
heat and fescue (grasses), 
but would also be a gen-
tle cow and give plenty of 
milk for her calf.”

 Gary did some research 
and decided to try the 
South Poll on his farm. 
This summer, on the last 
Saturday in June, another 
one day conference was 
held promoting the South 
Poll breed. This time the 
location was Gary’s farm 
where he has succeeded 
at raising the breed. The 
special speaker was Ted-
dy Gentry, himself. The 
event brought in some 400 
farmers who traveled from 
near and far to benefi t from 
Teddy’s and Gary’s experi-
ences and expertise.

 According to the note on 
the back of the book,“Life 
On My 50-Acre Farm” 
seeks to answer questions 
such as, “Do pigs really go 
wee wee wee all the way 

home?” and “Why might 
a farmer need a cowboy 
hat?” He explains how to 
determine how much room 
to give in a pasture per cow 
and when to move the cow 
to fresh pasture. He shares 
the story of his family’s 
fi rst attempt at butcher-
ing chickens and why this 
should never be done close 
to a pond. The book offers 
the feel of “talking to an 
experienced farmer over 
his back fence.” 

 Anyone who has ever 
lived on a farm can testi-
fy that the hours are long, 
the work hard. Yet the farm 
is full of life and living 
on the farm makes for an 
amazing, interesting life. 
These days fi nd Gary put-
ting in a full day’s work 
at Alamo Tire, then jour-
neying home to bottle feed 
his calves and complete 
other chores, checking on 
and caring for his animals. 
Because of experiences he 
has learned from, profi ted 
and grown from, his story 
is a reminder of a line from 
a song, “Ain’t much an old 
country boy can’t hack.”

 In the conclusion of 
the introduction to this 
fun and educational book, 
Gary states, “Our life, and 
farming, is a mix of so 
many wonderful things... 
as is this book.” Copies of 
Gary’s book may be pur-
chased at Alamo Tire.

Gary Graves at home on the farm

Candace Francine Williams
February 28, 1927 to July 1, 2021

Candace Francine Williams, age 49, 
passed away on Thursday, July 1, 2021, at 
her residence in Bells, TN, from an appar-
ent heart attack. A Private Family Grave-
side service will be conducted at the Oak 
Hill Cemetery of Gadsden, TN.

Candace was born in Memphis, TN, on 
February 28, 1972. She graduated from 

Crockett County High School, Class of 
1990. She worked as a stylist in the dif-
ferent communities around Bells for many 
years, at one time owning her own salon in 
Friendship, TN. She was an active member 
in the lives of those she served.

Candace is survived by her mother Caro-
lyn Williams; one brother: Clint Williams, 
III (Phara) of Bells, TN; three sisters: 
Mary Jon Williams, Macy Pierce, and Tara 
Privette (Bobby) all of Fruitvale, TN; one 
Aunt: Sue Crockett; and her close friend: 
James Hines of Bells, TN.

She was preceded in death by her father, 
Clint Williams, Jr.

In lieu of fl owers, memorial donations 
may be given to The Jackson Madison 
County Humane Society, 23 Pinnacle 
Drive, Jackson, TN 38305

Patricia Ann Harper Eskew
September 16, 1942 - June 12, 2021

Patricia Ann Harper Eskew, age 78, died 
on Saturday, June 12, 2021, at her home in 
Friendship after a short illness.

She was born the tenth of 15 children 
to Killis and Drucilla Harper in Crockett 
County. Patricia grew up learning how to 
cook, cleaning house, gardening, farming, 
and caring for children. All her brothers 
and sisters loved Patricia, who was a loving 
and great sister.

She married, Jerry “Buck” Eskew, on 
January 30, 1959. They were blessed with 
two children, Roxanne and Jeff Eskew. She 
worked at Kellwood, Little King, Angelica, 
and Crockett County School System where 
she was a hard worker and good friend. She 
loved mowing the lawn, raising fl owers, 
fi shing, putting up vegetables and fruits, 
and loving her family.

She is survived by her beloved husband 
of 62 years, Jerry “Buck” Eskew; son, Jeff 
Eskew; grandchildren, Haley Williams 
(Adam), Chloe Eskew, and Lilly Eskew; 
great-grandchildren, L exie Williams and 
Sawyer Williams; sister Janice Mullaly 
(Chuck); brothers, Wendell Harper (Nan-
cy); Norman Harper, and Jerry Harper 
(Mary); and a host of nieces and nephews.

She is preceded in death by her beautiful 
and beloved daughter, Roxanne Eskew; sis-
ters: Wilma Puckett, Mildred Tull, Dorothy 

Badgett, Maxine Schroll, and Betty Ken-
nedy; brothers: Pete, Wade, Joe, Percy, and 
Johnny.

Pallbearers were Adam Wiliams, Dewey 
Barnard, Randy Jones, Shannon Tull, Ter-
ry Tull, and Taylor Branch. Honorary Pall-
bearers were Tommy Crawford, Ron Rog-
ers, Rusty Badgett, and Joe Hale.

Visitation was June 15, 2021, and a me-
morial service followed at Ronk Funeral 
Home. Bro. Scott Cooper offi ciated.

The family wishes to thank everyone who 
has called, visited, prayed, and brought 
food.

Obituary Notifi cation from Ronk Funeral 
Home, Inc.

Death Notices
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Young Ladies Represent Crockett at
Miss Tennessee Volunteer Pageant

Crockett: Crockett County had lots of 
representatives at this year’s Miss Ten-
nessee Volunteer Pageant held in Jackson 
in June.

Iris Princesses from Crockett County 

were Avery Emison, Mary Britton, and 
Annie Matlock.

Competing for the title of Miss Ten-
nessee Volunteer were Ella Cate Haynes, 
Ada Johnson and Becca Butler. 

All of these young ladies made Crock-
ett County proud. Excellent job repre-
senting your home very well!

Ada Johnson
Miss Hub City Iris Teen

Iris Princess Annie Matlock Miss TN Pageant: Iris Princess 
Avery Emison

Becca Butler, Miss TN Soybean 
Teen Volunteer

Ella Cate Haynes, Miss Crockett 
County Iris Teen

Iris Princess Mary Britton
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How to Master Grilling a 
Thick Cut of Meat 

A thick cut of meat grilled over 
an open fl ame can make for a 
mouth watering meal. While such 
an endeavor likely won’t lead to 
any complaints around the dinner 
table, many people still shy away 
from grilling especially thick cuts 
of meat.

A thick cut of uncooked meat can 
intimidate even the most devoted 
grilling enthusiast. Such cuts tend 
to take a long time to cook, and 
many a grilling devotee has put in 
that time only to end up with a dried 
out piece of meat. So what do? The 
following are some ways to master 
the art of grilling thick cuts of meat.

• Reverse sear the steak. Accord-
ing to Omaha Steaks, reverse sear-
ing involves bringing the steak up 
to temperature via indirect heat fi rst, 
then searing the outside second. Re-
verse searing ensures the outside of 
the steak does not become charred 
while the inside takes its time cook-
ing. This requires using both direct 
and indirect heat. When using a gas 
grill with multiple burners, it’s easy 
to create direct and indirect heating 
zones by only turning one set of 
burners on. When using a charcoal 
grill, move the hot coals to one side 

of the grill and leave the other side 
empty. Omaha Steaks recommends 
maintaining a grill temperature be-
tween 250 and 300 F and placing 
the meat over indirect heat fi rst, 
keeping the steak there until a digi-
tal thermometer reads roughly 10 to 

15 degrees below the desired tem-
perature of the meat. The steak can 
then be moved over direct heat so 
all sides can be seared.

• Salt the meat overnight. People 
hesitant to salt their meat out of 
fear of overconsumption of sodium 

should know that it’s not necessary 
to use a lot of salt to create a fl avor-
ful piece of meat. A sprinkling of 
kosher salt over the surface of the 
meat is all that’s necessary. Once 
the meat has been salted, store it in 
the refrigerator, uncovered, over-
night, which allows ample time for 
the cut to fully absorb the salt, ul-
timately contributing to a juicy cut 
of meat.

• Be patient. Once the meat has 
been taken off the grill, let it sit for 
awhile before slicing into it. The 
goal is to allow the juice inside the 
meat to redistribute so each bite 
is as mouth watering as possible. 
This is the same principle that leads 
Thanksgiving cooks to let turkeys 
sit for awhile when they fi rst come 
out of the oven. While turkeys may 
require roughly 30 minutes of sit-
ting, meat typically only needs 
between 10 and 20 minutes, with 
thick cuts requiring more time than 
thin cuts.

Grilling affi cionados need not be 
intimidated by thick cuts of meat. 
A few tricks of the trade can make 
it easy to serve up a thick piece of 
meat where each bite is juicy and 
full of fl avor.

Smokey Corn Is A Classic Campfi re Dish
Many different foods call to mind 

campfi re cooking. Foods cooked 
over an open fi re take on a unique, 
smokey and savory fl avor that is 
hard to replicate. 

Although s’mores may be the 
fi rst treat that comes to mind when 
considering classic campfi re foods, 
everything from casseroles to soups 
to cobblers can suffi ce. Corn on the 
cob is a tasty side dish that is tai-
lor-made for campsite cooking. The 
sweet fl avor of corn complements 
just about any meal, and those ker-

nels take on a robust fl avor when 
touched with a little char. Enjoy this 
recipe for “Campfi re Corn on the 
Cob,” courtesy of Kampgrounds of 
America (KOA). 

Campfi re Corn
Serves 4

4 corn on the cob (do not husk) Wa-
ter

1⁄2 to 1 cup sugar (optional)
Butter to taste
Salt to taste (optional)

Mix the water and sugar in a 
clean bucket, cooler or large pan 
(add enough water to cover corn). 
Add the corn to the water mixture 
and soak for 1 to 2 hours. Remove 
the corn from the water and place 
over the campfi re or on the grill, 
turning often to avoid over-burn-
ing the husk. Cook for approx-
imately 20 to 30 minutes or un-
til tender; remove corn from the 
fi re. Peel back the husk and silk, 
spread with butter and/or salt. En-
joy steaming hot. 
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