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The First MLB All-Star 
Game Was a Home Run

Anticipation is reaching a fever pitch 
as baseball fans await Major League 
Baseball’s All-Star Game. On July 15, 
2025 at Truist Park in Atlanta, the best 
players from the National League and 
the American League will face off in 
the Midsummer Classic. The All-Star 
Game is a celebration of the season’s 
top talent.

While the All-Star Game may seem 
like something that has been cemented 
in baseball history, the tradition of the 
Midsummer Classic is less than 100 
years old. Here are some fun facts about 
the inaugural MLB All-Star Game.

 The fi rst All-Star Game was held 
on July 6, 1933 for a crowd of around 
50,000 fans.

 The game took place at Chicago’s 
Comiskey Park. This was the historic 
home of the Chicago White Sox from 
1910 to 1990, and was often referred to 
as the “Baseball Palace of the World.” 
Comiskey was demolished in 1991 to 
pave the way for a new stadium.

 Arch Ward, a sports editor, was the 
brainchild behind the MLB All-Star 
Game. The event was designed to boost 
interest in baseball during the darkest 
years of the Great Depression. Atten-
dance at games had plummeted starting 
in 1930, and the average player’s salary 
fell. The All-Star Game was an attempt 
to draw fans back to the game.

 Babe Ruth played in the fi rst All-
Star Game. In fact, Ruth hit the fi rst 
All-Star home run in the bottom of the 
third inning when he launched a two-
run shot.

 Some other players who show-
cased their talents during the game 
included Lou Gehrig, Lefty Gomez, 
Jimmy Foxx, Joe Cronin, Al Simmons, 
Charlie Gehringer, and Lefty Grove for 
the American League. The National 
League featured Bill Hallahan, Gabby 
Hartnett, Chick Hafey, Carl Hubbell, 
Pie Traynor, and Chuck Klein.

 This year marks the return of All-
Star players wearing their own team 
jerseys, a change from custom-de-
signed All-Star jerseys. During the fi rst 
All-Star Game, the National League 
wore gray NL uniforms, while the 
American League wore the home uni-
form of their respective teams.

 The American League won the 
game 4-2.

 The game’s popularity prompt-
ed Baseball Commissioner Kenesaw 
Mountain Landis to establish the 
MLB All-Star Game as an annual 
event. The game also set a precedent 

for similar all-star exhibitions in other 
sports. 

 The fi rst MLB All-Star Game 
didn’t feature a Home Run Derby. 
That event was added in 1985 and has 
undergone some format changes since 
then. Many of baseball’s most prolif-
ic hitters have competed in the Home 
Run Derby, including Carl Ripken, 
Jr., Barry Bonds, Ryan Howard, Da-
vid Ortiz, Giancarlo Stanton, Aaron 
Judge, and Pete Alonso. Teoscar Her-
nandez of the Dodgers won the Home 
Run Derby in 2024.

Baseball fans will be eager to see 
who makes headlines this year. With 
its 92-year history, the MLB All-Star 
Game is a tradition that has endured 
and excited fans for nearly a century.

On July 15, 2025 at Truist Park 
in Atlanta, the best players from the 
National League and the American 
League will face off in the Midsum-
mer Classic. 
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Crockett Native, Physician,
World War I Veteran, Brigadier General

Meet Robert Clarence McDonald
BY JUDY POSTON

(judyposton1963@gmail.com)
 Some 40 years ago, Bells resi-

dent Dennis Jenkins was working 
at the gin, hauling cotton. It was 
here, one fall evening, while shoot-
ing the breeze with other work-
ers, that he fi rst heard the name of 
Crockett County native, physician, 
World War I Veteran, and Brigadier 
General Robert C. McDonald. He 
learned that a hospital, in another 
state, is named in his honor. Mc-
Donald’s burial place? Arlington 
National Cemetery. Dennis’s curi-
osity was peaked. However, try as 
he might, he has never discovered 
another person in Crockett County 
who recognizes the name of Brig-
adier General McDonald. Dennis 
still has many questions, though the 
discoveries he has made on his own 
have only fed his longing to know 
more about the man AND fueled his 
desire that this Crockett County na-
tive’s life and contributions not be 
forgotten. 

 Robert Clarence McDonald was 
born on a winter’s day, February 
18th, 1881, in Crockett County. 
Some sources say he was born and 
reared in Bells, others list Gadsden 
as his hometown. His parents were 
James Robert McDonald, originally 
from Mason Grove, and Sara Eliz-
abeth “Sallie” (Moore) McDonald. 
(The McDonald family is related, 
not only to the Moore family, but 
the Evans family of Bells and the 
Conley family of Alamo, as well.) 
Robert was one of 12 children, in-
cluding older brother, Samuel Eg-
bert McDonald. 

 Robert’s brother, Dr. Sam Mc-
Donald, was a fi xture in the coun-
ty. A beloved physician, Dr. Sam, 
is still remembered today as being 
one of the fi rst doctors in the area to 
treat his patients with penicillin. He 
is described by those who knew him 

as a “good man and a great doctor.” 
Sherry Kail recalls when they were 
children, her sister, Lynn, became 
ill with a bone infection. It was Dr. 
Sam who used the new drug to cure 
the sick little girl, saving her life, 
much to the relief and appreciation 
of the family.

 A third brother, Dr. Theophilus 
Malcolm, known simply as “Tom,” 
spent his adult life in his adopted 
home of Wolf City, Texas, where 
he died and is buried, after having 
served the people of that communi-
ty as a dentist. His son followed in 
his footsteps and became a doctor, 
also. At least one other member of 
the McDonald family, a nephew of 
the three doctors, entered the fi eld 
of medicine as well.

 Dr. Sam and Dr. Tom dedicat-
ed their lives to the noble cause of 
taking caring of the folks of their 
respective communities. Robert 
(most likely known as Bob to his 
family and friends), like his broth-
ers would undertake a career in 
medicine. However, his path would 
differ in that it would not allow for 
putting roots down in one place, but 
would carry him far and wide from 
the steps of his Tennessee boyhood 
home.

 Robert graduated from the Pea-
body College for Teachers, in Nash-
ville, in 1903. Three years later, 
he began classes at the Vanderbilt 
School of Medicine, also in Nash-
ville. Here, he completed his fi rst 
two years of medicine in just one 
year, then transferred to the School 
of Medicine at Tulane University in 
New Orleans, where two years later, 
in 1909, he received his MD degree. 

 Robert then moved to Texas to 
practice medicine. A year later, he 
was commissioned in the Medi-
cal Corps of the Army from Texas. 
This was the beginning of a remark-
able journey that would take Rob-

ert across this nation and beyond as 
he dedicated his life to serving his 
country and his fellow man. Rob-
ert served fi ve months at Fort Sam 
Houston, before entering the Army 
Medical School in Washington D.C. 
He then served with the Coast Artil-
lery in San Francisco for the length 
of one year. 

 While in San Francisco, Robert 
accompanied General Hugh L. Scott 
on a trip to the Hopi Indian Reser-
vation. General Scott had been se-
lected by the War Department to 
settle a controversy regarding the 
education of Indian children. 

 Robert served on the Mexican 

Border with the infantry, before 
being assigned to Honolulu, in 
January, 1913 with the Coast Ar-
tillery where he was stationed at 
Fort Kamehameha on Pearl Harbor. 
1913 was also the year Robert mar-
ried Olive Elizabeth Berry. The two 
were married at Francis E. Warren 
Air Force Base in Cheyenne, Wy-
oming. Olive’s father was also a 
Brigadier General and a graduate 
of West Point, who served in Field 
Artillery with the U.S. Army. Both 
Robert and his father-in-law served 
with General John J. Pershing. Rob-
ert and Olive’s fi rst two children, 
Robert, Jr. and Lucien, were born 

Offi cial photograph of Brigadier General Robert C. McDonald, 
Medical Corps, United States Army
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while Robert was stationed at Fort 
Kamehameha. 

 Back on the main land, Robert 
served on the Mexican Border once 
again until being sent by his Uncle 
Sam to France with the First Di-
vision in command of Ambulance 
Company Number 6, a part of the 
American Force Mobile Hospital. 

 The American Force Mobile 
Hospital was a World War I mo-
bile hospital unit that operated on a 
tiered system of medical care treat-
ment for sick and wounded soldiers. 
This was a precursor to the Mobile 
Army Surgical Hospital (MASH) 
units that became famous in later 
confl icts like the Korean War. The 
First Sanitary Trains were a part of 
that tiered system of care. 

 A Sanitary Train was attached 
to an infantry division and was re-
sponsible for that entire division. 
Each Sanitary Train was made up 
of two battalions. Each Battalions 
was composed of two fi eld hospi-
tal companies and two ambulance 
companies.

 Previous to the American Force 
Mobile Hospital, soldiers wound-
ed in battle needed to be carried 
on stretchers to carts, wagons, and 
later motorized ambulances, which 
then carried them to hospitals set 
up behind lines. In World War 1, 
more advanced weaponry such as 
machine guns and explosive bullets 
led to an unprecedented number of 
casualties. The farmers’ well-ma-
nured fi elds in France were fi lled 
with bacteria which made infection 
a tremendous problem. Time spent 
in moving the wounded greatly 
reduced their chances of survival 

as did the trauma infl icted by the 
transportation itself. 

 The Americans borrowed the 
idea of a mobile hospital from the 
French, themselves. The mobile 
medical units were designed not 
just for transportation, but were 
equipped to provide rapid response 
and treatment to the wounded. 

 Robert served six months with 
the ambulance company before 
serving fi rst as instructor and 
then director of the Army Sani-
tary School in Langres, France. 
He then served six months in the 
Inspector General’s offi ce at Gen-
eral Pershing’s headquarters in 
France, before returning to the 
states. 

 Once back in the states, Robert 
was assigned to Lovell General 

Hospital in Fort Sheridan, Illinois. 
The year was 1919. After serving 
there a year, he transferred to Law-
son General Hospital in Atlanta, 
Georgia. While in Honolulu and 
at Lovell and Lawson Hospitals, 
he served in the specialty area of 
eye, ear, nose, and throat.

 In October of 1921, Robert was 

serving in the Surgeon General’s 
Offi ce in the division of planning 
and training. Some four years lat-
er, he took the course at the Com-
mand and General Staff School 
at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. In 
the years that followed, Robert 
continued to serve in a variety of 
places and capacities.
1926-1929: Director of the 

Military Art Department, 
Medical Field Service School, 

Carlisle Barracks, PA. 
1929-1930: Student, graduated 

from the Army War College, 
Washington D.C.

1931-1935: Executive Offi cer, 
Surgeon General’s Offi ce

1935-1939: Executive Offi cer, 
Letterman General Hospital, 
San Francisco, CA

1939-1940: Post Surgeon, Fort 
Leavenworth, KS 

1940-1941: Surgeon of the Third 
Army, San Antonio, TX

1942-1943: Service Command 
Surgeon, Headquarters, Third 
Service Command, Baltimore, 
MD 

1943: Chief of the Hospitalization 
and Evacuation Branch, 
Headquarters, ASF 
(Aeromedical Staging Facility), 
Washington D.C.

1943: Commanding Offi cer of the 
Thomas M. England General 
Hospital, Atlantic City, NJ

1944-1945: Surgeon, Fourth 
Service Command, Atlanta, 
Georgia 
 This last position he held until 

he reached mandatory retirement 
age and retired on February 28, 
1945. He was recalled the very 
next day, March 1, 1945 and re-
tired the second time on March 4, 
1946. He had served a total of 36 
years in the Army Med Corps hav-
ing advanced to the rank of Briga-
dier General, in 1945.

 Robert was awarded the Dec-
orated Legion of Merit, Mexican 
Border, Victory, and Pre-Pearl 
Harbor Medals. He was a Fellow 
of the American College Sur-
geons, a member of the American 

A 2021 rendering of the McDonald Army Health Center at Fort Eustis 
in Williamsburg, Virginia.
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Medical Association, and a Ma-
son.

 Robert passed away on March 
17, 1958, at the age of 77 at Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center, while 
living in Washington D.C. He, 
along with wife, Olive, and their 
infant daughter, also named Olive, 
are buried at Arlington National 
Cemetery, in Arlington, Virginia. 

 He and Olive were the parents 
of fi ve children: four sons, Lu-
cian Berry, Henry South, Robert 
Clarence Jr, and James Gordon. 
Their daughter Olive Elizabeth, 
lived only three months before her 
death.

 All four of Robert and Olive’s 
sons served their country in the 
Armed Forces: 

 Lt. Colonel Robert C. McDon-
ald, Jr., a West Point graduate, 
chose Field Artillery upon gradu-
ation and served in General Pat-
ton’s Third Army in France and 
Germany during World War II.

 Lt. Commander Lucian B. Mc-
Donald served with distinction 
in the United States Navy for 33 

years. He was a Veteran of World 
War II, the Korean War, and the 
Vietnam War.

 First Lieutenant James Gordon 
McDonald served with the Signal 
Corps, United States Army.

 Seaman (SN) Henry S. McDon-
ald served with the U.S. Navy.

 In 1961, the military treatment 
center at Fort Eustis, Williams-
burg, Virginia, was renamed Mc-
Donald Army Health Center to 
posthumously honor Robert C. 
McDonald.

 Robert C. McDonald’s name is 
not included in the list of names of 
the Crockett County Veterans Me-
morial as he did not sign up to join 
the military in Crockett County 
which is a requirement for inclu-
sion in the Memorial.

 Thank you to Dennis Jenkins 
for his tireless research on Robert 
C. McDonald. If anyone has any 
additional information on Brig-
adier General McDonald, please 
feel free to contact the Crockett 
Rocket.

Answers on Page 19.
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A Big Yellow School Bus Offers
an Opportunity for Building Relationships

BY JUDY POSTON
(judyposton1963@gmail.com)
 Soon the sight of Crockett Coun-

ty’s big yellow school buses will 
be once again visible both in town 
and on country roads, early each 
morning picking up students from 
their homes and delivering them to 
their schools, then returning their 
young passengers to their houses 
and families each evening. In those 
early morning hours, many students 
board the bus only to promptly fall 
asleep again, catching a few more 
winks before arriving at school for 
breakfast with their friends, then 
on to the classroom to begin their 
workday of reading, writing, arith-
metic, and more. 

 Afternoons aboard the bus are 
much more lively. On August and 
September days, students have the 

heat to contend with. It gets HOT 
on those big yellow school buses. 
AND it gets LOUD. Sometimes 
things get edgy. On any given day, 
there may be those bus riders who 
have not had such a great day at 
school and the heat and the noise 
just add to their frustration. These 
students need a buffer – someone 
they can talk to who can bring a 
calmness and peace to their situa-
tion.

 Director of Crockett County 
Schools P.A. Pratt and the Crock-
ett County School Board would 
love to provide just such a person 
to ride along on county school bus-
es during the afternoon commutes. 
Director Pratt shares that his own 
purpose and career has always been 
fi rst and foremost about building 
relationships. Current bus drivers 

are encouraged to greet each child 
as they board the bus, interacting 
with students and establishing a re-
lationship with them.

 A “ride -along,” however, could 
give full attention to the students, 
inquiring about their day, letting 
students know someone cares 
about them. If a student has had a 
bad day, the “ride-along” has the 
opportunity to offer a sympathet-
ic, listening ear, a word of encour-
agement, an assurance that every 
day won’t be like today. Mr. Pratt 
shares the chance to sway or infl u-
ence someone for good is always 
going to start with that person un-
derstanding you have a genuine in-
terest in him and want what’s best 
for him.

 Dr. John Freeman is one individ-
ual who intends to take Mr. Pratt 

up on his offer to be a “ride-along” 
this fall. He looks forward to estab-
lishing relationships and making 
a difference in the lives of those 
children who ride his assigned bus.

 P.A. Pratt fully realizes the job 
will be hard and demanding. It is 
a position that has been offered for 
years now. Dr. Freeman is the fi rst 
to accept the challenge. It is a job 
not to be taken for the money so 
much as it is for the one who longs 
to make a difference in someone 
else’s life AND in their own.

The position pays $20.00 per 
hour. Those participating will 
serve in the afternoons only. For 
those interested in learning more 
or applying for the position, please 
visit the Crockett County Board 
of Education, 102 North Cavalier 
Drive, in Alamo.



July 2025   The Crockett Rocket   Page 8Find Us on Facebook! www.TheCrockettNews.com

Chicken-Fried Finger Foods, Yes!
Country-fried or chicken-fried are 

terms given to breaded and deep-
fried poultry and meat. In fact, 
chicken-fried steak is an institution 
in the American south, where thinly 
sliced cuts of cubed steak are pre-
pared in this way and served with 
country gravy and biscuits. ThereÕs 
not much room for improvement in 
this classicÉ or is there?

In ÒBest-Ever Steak Fingers,Ó 
chicken-fried steak gets a makeover 
into easily picked up fi nger foods 
tailor made for dipping in a savory 
sauce. They are perfect for picnics 
and meals on the go. Dig in, cour-
tesy of ÒLord Honey Traditional 
Southern Recipes with a Country 
Bling TwistÓ (Pelican Publishing) 
by Chef Jason Smith.

Best-Ever Steak Fingers
Serves 6

Veggie oil for frying
2 cups all-purpose fl our
2 tablespoons all-purpose steak 

seasoning, divided
1 cup buttermilk
1 egg
4 pounds beef cube steak

Dipping sauce
1 cup mayo
1Ú2 cup sour cream

2 tablespoons yellow mustard
1 package dry Italian salad dressing
2 tablespoons dried dill

Preheat oven to lowest tempera-
ture.

Pour 1 inch oil into a large cast-
iron or other thick-bottomed skillet. 
Turn heat to medium low. Place the 
fl our in a shallow pan. Sprinkle half 
the steak seasoning over fl our, and 
mix together.

Cut steak into 1-inch strips. Add 
the rest of the steak seasoning, rub-
bing into each piece. Turn heat to 
medium on skillet. Place each strip 
in the fl our mix, then into the milk 
and egg mix, then back into the 
fl our. Shake off excess and place 
each strip on a plate. Repeat until 
all strips are coated.

Sprinkle a few drops fl our over 
oil. If it sizzles, itÕs ready to fry. 
Using tongs or a fork, place strips 
side by side in hot oil. DonÕt crowd 
the pan, or it will cool the oil.

After about 2 to 3 minutes, when 
strips start to brown on bottom, turn 
over. When second side is brown, 
remove and place on a cooling rack 
that has been set on a cookie sheet. 
Set the sheet in the preheated oven. 
Repeat until all fi ngers are cooked.

In a bowl, whisk together all dip-
ping sauce ingredients. 

Savor a Summer Fruit Salad
Even as summer winds down, there tends to 

be plenty of time to reap the rewards of back-
yard gardens and warm-weather entertaining. 
Refreshing salads are favored at such gath-
erings, and the interesting pairing of peaches 
and tomatoes makes the most of these fruits 
when they’re at their peak.

Sweet and savory fl avors combine in this 
recipe for “Peachy Tomato Salad” courtesy of 
“The Mediterranean Diet Cookbook” (Rock-
ridge University Press). This delicious side 
pairs best with grilled fare.

Peachy Tomato Salad     Serves 2

2 ripe peaches, pitted and sliced into wedges
2 ripe tomatoes, cut into wedges
1Ú2 red onion, thinly sliced
 Sea salt and freshly ground pepper, to taste
3 tablespoons olive oil
1 tablespoon lemon juice

Toss the peaches, tomatoes and red onion in 
a large bowl. Season to taste. Add the olive oil 
and lemon juice, and gently toss. Serve at room 
temperature.
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Ellis, Kissell
Graduate WestStar 

Leadership Program
Two members of the Crockett 

County community are members of 
the WestStar Leadership Program’s 
Class of 2025.

Hayden Ellis, principal insurance 
agent for East Financial Services 
of Alamo, and Austin Kissell, as-
sistant principal at Friendship Ele-
mentary School, graduated June 17 
in Jackson as members of the West-
Star Leadership Program’s Class of 
2025.

WestStar Leadership Program par-
ticipants learn new leadership skills 
and develop strategies for assisting 
communities in solving problems 
and maximizing potential. The pro-
gram was established in 1989 and 
has more than 1,000 graduates. 

To graduate the course, Ellis and 
Kissell participated in seven ses-
sions from Jan. 30 through June 
17 for its 34 participants, including 
an orientation and the graduation 
ceremony. WestStar is a program 
of The University of Tennessee at 
Martin.

For more information about the 
WestStar Leadership Program, vis-
it www.utm.edu/weststar or call 
731-881-7298. For more informa-
tion about UT Martin, visit www.
utm.edu or call 1-800-829-UTM1 
(-8861).

Hayden Ellis

Austin Kissell

Crockett Residents Earn 
Degrees from UT Martin
Several Crockett County residents were among students who re-

ceived degrees from the University of Tennessee at Martin during 
spring commencement ceremonies held May 3, 2025, with some 600 
students participating.

Students receiving undergraduate degrees were:
Alamo – Adam Seth Castellaw; Benjamin Neely Joyner; Miriam 

R. Procopio.
Bells – Harley Adriana Estrada; Kelsie Renee Laster; Giselle Zu-

rita Estrada.
Maury City – Dawn M. Snipes.

Students receiving graduate degrees were:
Alamo – Colton Brian Kail.
Bells – Jenifer Trimble.

UT Martin is a comprehensive regional institution in the Universi-
ty of Tennessee System offering 23 bachelor’s degree programs and 
eight master’s degree programs. The main campus in northwest Ten-
nessee is one of fi ve primary UT campuses, and UT Martin regional 
centers are located in Jackson, Parsons, Ripley, Selmer, Springfi eld 
and Somerville. For more information, visit utm.edu.
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Avery Kail at the West Tennessee 
Strawberry Festival in Humboldt 
in May.
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Coming Full
Circle with 

Jerry Warren
Special live recording 
event Friday, July 
25, at 6 p.m. and 
Saturday, July 26, at 
4 p.m. at Wortham 
Chapel Baptist 
Church in Alamo. 
Free and open to the 
public. Must be age 
12 or older to attend.

BY JUDY POSTON
(judyposton1963@gmail.com)
 The middle child in a family of 

nine children, one of Jerry War-
ren’s earliest memories is that of his 
mother teaching him to sing, “Jesus 
loves me this I know, for the Bi-
ble tells me so. Little ones to Him 
belong. They are weak, but He is 
strong.” In the ensuing years, that 
song and message has brought com-
fort, color, and clarity to Jerry’s life. 

 Tragedy struck Jerry’s childhood 
home when his abusive father took 
the life of his mother. Not wanting 
the children to be separated, Jerry’s 
grandmother, Jennie Lee Jones, 
brought them from their home in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, to Alamo to 
live with her on Twiddy Lane where 
she loved them well.

 Jennie Lee received govern-
ment assistance in the sum of about 
$11.00 to aid in feeding and cloth-
ing the children. She worked faith-
fully for the Jerman family for many 
years. In her later years, when it 
was Jennie who needed help as she 
grew older, Jerry, without reserva-
tion, put his career on hold in order 

to care for her, giving back to the 
dear woman who had given him so 
much all the while loving him and 
his siblings unconditionally.

 During his growing-up years, 
Jerry chopped and picked cotton 
and strawberries for Max Cates. He 
also worked on Almeta and Andrew 
Green’s dairy farm. 

 Jennie Lee attended Midgett’s 
Chapel Methodist Church. Here 
Jerry became music director at 
the tender age of just 6 years old. 
He has served at Maury City’s 
Church of God in Christ and now 
at Wortham Chapel Baptist Church 
in Alamo. His love for music, intro-
duced to him at his mother’s knee, 
coupled with a singing talent, plus 
much hard work have taken him far 
in life, to heights he could only have 
once dreamed of achieving.

 Jerry attended school at Central 
High in Alamo before moving to 
Toledo, Ohio, where he graduated 
from Scott High School. Jerry then 
moved to Detroit where he got his 
start singing professionally. Jerry’s 
fi rst recording contract was with 
Brunswick Records. Under this la-
bel, he recorded a song called, “I 
Really Love You,” with the Detroit 

Symphony Orchestra and the Billy 
Beck Ohio Players, produced by 
Tony Hester. The recording was 
well received, especially in the 
United Kingdom, and became a 
classic hit of the eighties. Later, Jer-
ry began recording for the Wright 
Record Label.

 Jerry has had the opportunity 
to be a part of two Broadway mu-
sicals, the fi rst being, “Your Arms 
Too Short to Box With God,” based 
on the New Testament Book of Mat-
thew. When Jerry left this play to 
join the production of “Please Don’t 
Take My Rhythms and Blues,” his 
role was taken over by Singer and 
Songwriter Al Green. 

 After performing a matinee one 
afternoon, Jerry was invited to a 
nearby studio to sing back-up with 
gospel singer Dorothy Norwood, 
whose recordings that day includ-
ed “There’s Got to be Rain in Your 
Life,” which proved to be one of 
her biggest hits. Jerry has also had 
the privilege of singing back-up 
with the great Lena Horne.

 Jerry is managed by Dr. Jazzii 

Anderson, an artist in her own right. 
Jazzii, also a Crockett County na-
tive and the fi rst African American 
to be awarded the key to the city 
of Alamo, has been honored by her 
home state with September 17 be-
ing named annual “Jazzii A. Day” 
in the state of Tennessee. When 
Jerry approached Jazzii, his former 
Lincoln Street neighbor and friend 
since school days, who had man-
aged him in previous years, asking 
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her to be his manager once again, 
Jazzii, came out of retirement to 
do so, offering her encouragement, 
knowledge, and expertise. It was 
Jazzii who helped Jerry begin to 
collect royalties due him from pre-
vious projects.

 Now Jerry has an unique op-
portunity. Soon he will record his 
third album. It has been a long-time 
dream of his to record live. Not 
only will his next album be record-
ed live, BUT it will be recorded live 
at Jerry’s home church, Wortham 
Chapel, in his hometown of Alamo. 
It seems life for Jerry has come full 
circle. 

 Never before has a live record-
ing taken place in Crockett County. 
The project has the full support of 
Wortham Chapel’s minister Kirby 
Holloway and wife, Lady Lakeesha 
Holloway. Jerry has a close relation-
ship with the Holloways, who have 
served at Wortham Chapel for a little 
over a year. Lakeesha grew up sing-
ing. Pastor Kirby sings with a quartet 
so the couple share a commonality in 
their love of music with Jerry.

 It was not long after the Hollo-
ways came to Wortham Chapel that 
Jerry fi rst heard Lakeesha sing. 
He immediately recognized a spe-
cial talent in her soulful voice and 
told her, “You have got to get in 
the studio.” Jerry, himself, made 
this happen. On the day of the in-
terview, Lakeesha had just returned 
from recording in Detroit, “still on a 
high from being in Detroit and from 
being in the studio.” Lakeesha’s 
vocals will be heard on the song, 
“Thank you,” which will be one of 
the songs featured on the upcoming 
live recording. 

 The new live album will feature 
other hymns including a remake of 
the song, “People Get Ready,” and 
“Walk Around Heaven.” In addi-
tion to Lady Lakeesha Holloway’s 
vocals, other voices featured on the 
recording will include Rosemere 
and Roseann Matthews, Dr. Tony 
Booker and the Booker Production 
Choir, and Jerry’s good friend and 
manager, Dr. Jazzii Anderson. 

 Grammy award winning pro-
ducers Brothers Kern and Valdez 

Brantley will have charge of the live 
production. West Tennessee’s own 
Hikeem Smith Sound Production 
team will provide sound. Nationally 
known Roy Hill Video Services, of 
Jackson, will fi lm the event.

 The event, which is open to the 
public, free of charge, will take 
place over the span of two days and 
will be hosted by Dr. Jazzii Ander-
son. The dates are Friday, July 25th 
@ 6:00 p.m. and Saturday, July 26th 
@ 4:00 p.m. The live recordings 
will take place at Wortham Chap-
el Baptist Church, 37 West Church 
Street, Alamo, TN 38001. No chil-
dren under 12 will be allowed due to 
the event being recorded live. Also, 
no devices for taping, recording, or 
streaming will be allowed. CDs and 
videos of the event will be available 
for purchase at a later time. 

 Today, Jerry once again lives in 
Alamo. While taking care of his 
grandmother and not actively pur-
suing his singing career, he began 
a cattle business which he contin-
ues to maintain. He has been a stu-
dent of both The Tennessee Master 

Beef Producer Program and the ad-
vanced version of the class offered 
by UT Extension. He has been fea-
tured three times in the Tennessee 
Cattle Business Magazine and, in 
2016, was named Cattle Producer 
of the Year.

 Whether pertaining to his cattle 
business or his singing career, Jerry 
realizes he needs the Heavenly Fa-
ther’s blessing over everything he 
undertakes to do. He and the Hol-
loways have prayed much over the 
upcoming live event and yearn for 
it to be used for the glory and hon-
or of God. One song on the proj-
ect which expresses the theme of 
the occasion, “Never Let You Go,” 
speaks of an appreciation for the 
LORD, a desire for His Presence, 
and a determination to never let go 
of His hand.

 Congratulations, Jerry, on a 
dream come true. Blessings on your 
new project. Your hometown and 
community celebrate with you your 
accomplishments as you come full 
circle in your life and in your music.
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God’s expectation for us – and His com-
mand – is that we would, of course, change 
everything about ourselves that is not pleasing 
to Him. This is the transformation that Paul 
mentions: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifi ce, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable service. And be 
not conformed to this world: but be ye trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect, will of God” [Romans 12:1-2]. 
Have you been transformed by the renewing 
of your mind? Have you studied? “Study to 
shew thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly divid-
ing the word of truth” [2 Timothy 2:15]. “But 
as touching brotherly love ye need not that I 
write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of 
God to love one another. And indeed ye do it 
toward all the brethren which are in all Mace-
donia: but we beseech you, brethren, that ye 
increase more and more; And that ye study to 
be quiet, and to do your own business, and to 
work with your own hands, as we commanded 
you; That ye may walk honestly toward them 
that are without, and that ye may have lack of 
nothing” [1 Thessalonians 4:9-12].

 Have you studied the right material? “O 
Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy 
trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and 
oppositions of science falsely so called: Which 
some professing have erred concerning the 
faith. Grace be with thee. Amen” [1 Timothy 
6:20-21]. Understand that the word “science” 
just means knowledge. Many things taught 

in “science” classes are truly falsely called 
“knowledge.” Evolution actually doesn’t even 
qualify as a “theory,” because a theory is based 
on proven facts, which leaves out “the theory 
of evolution.”

 Have you started the renewal process? “That 
ye put off concerning the former conversation 
the old man, which is corrupt according to the 
deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of 
your mind; And that ye put on the new man, 
which after God is created in righteousness 
and true holiness. Wherefore putting away ly-
ing, speak every man truth with his neighbour: 
for we are members one of another. Be ye an-
gry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon 
your wrath: Neither give place to the devil. 
Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let 
him labour, working with his hands the thing 
which is good, that he may have to give to him 
that needeth. Let no corrupt communication 
proceed out of your mouth, but that which is 
good to the use of edifying, that it may minis-
ter grace unto the hearers. And grieve not the 
holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto 
the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, and 
wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speak-
ing, be put away from you, with all malice: 
And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s 
sake hath forgiven you. Be ye therefore fol-
lowers of God, as dear children; And walk in 
love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath giv-
en Himself for us an offering and a sacrifi ce to 
God for a sweetsmelling savour” [Ephesians 
4:22-5:2].

 A major key to this transformational process 

is seeking to have the mind of Christ – as com-
manded. What better way to be transformed 
than to be able to think like the only perfect 
being to walk upon this earth.  “ F u l f i l 
ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the 
same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 
Let nothing be done through strife or vainglo-
ry; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem 
other better than themselves. Look not every 
man on his own things, but every man also on 
the things of others. Let this mind be in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being 
in the form of God, thought it not robbery to 
be equal with God: But made Himself of no 
reputation, and took upon Him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
And being found in fashion as a man, He hum-
bled Himself, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross” [Philippians 2:2-
8]. And get that mind: “For who hath known 
the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? 
But we have the mind of Christ” [1 Corinthians 
2:16]. That is how Paul and the other apostles 
were able to able to commit themselves one 
hundred percent to a lifetime of suffering in 
order to preach the gospel to the whole world.

 “Be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind.”

Please visit us at 2118 Johnsons Grove Road, 
Bells, TN 38006

church of Christ at Crossroads
Charles Yawn
Please visit us at:
2118 Johnsons Grove Road
Bells, TN 30006

God’s Word is Truth
A Transformational Analysis Part 1
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Residents Enjoy Fun Festival
Bells Assisted Living and Retirement Village held their 3rd Annual Fun 

Festival recently.
A big thank you to sponsor Infi nite Rehab and Wellness Services of Jack-

son for bringing gifts and food for everyone. Also, thank you to Medical 
Center Home Heath Rep for coming to be a huge help!

Everyone had a great time and can’t wait til the next time! Residents 
participated in a cake walk, bowling, water balloon toss, corn hole and 
many other games.

They all went to bed a little early after a fun fi lled day, staff included!
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What an Adventure!
Part 1 of the Story of Glad and Wanda Castellaw
BY JUDY POSTON

(judyposton1963@gmail.com)
 Wanda was his sister’s room-

mate at Union University. When 
she and Glad first met, he was a 
student at U.T. Martin and was 
engaged to another girl. Wanda, 
herself, was in a serious rela-
tionship. Glad and his dog came 
in from a day of working in the 
field, hot, dirty, and grimy. His 
sister and Wanda were in his par-
ent’s yard. Wanda was dressed 
in a white pantsuit. Without hes-
itation, Glad’s dog ran to Wan-
da, greeting her enthusiastically 
and promptly jumping up on her 
white pantsuit, dirty paws and 
all. 

 Time went by, and later, Glad’s 
sister told him, concerning Wan-
da, “She’s available.” Having 
broken up with his fiancee’, 
Glad, too, was available. 

 Glad went to pick up a hay 
baler from being repaired. While 
driving down the road, a piece 
from the hay baler suddenly 
flew up, and hit and broke the 
windshield of an oncoming car. 
Glad promised the car’s driver 
he would pay for the repair of 
the windshield. He then left the 
hay baler on the side of the road. 
He would return later to fetch 
it home, but he had a date with 

Wanda and he didn’t want to be 
late.

 Glad raced to the Union cam-
pus to pick her up. One look at 
Wanda in her red mini-skirt, and 
the hay baler on the side of the 
road was completely forgotten. 
That night, the pair went to the 
movies. They saw, “Paint Your 
Wagon,” the 1969 Western mu-
sical starring Lee Marvin and 
Clint Eastwood.

 When Glad and Wanda came 
out of the theater, much to Glad’s 
surprise, there stood his father. 
His dad, worried that Glad might 
be overwrought concerning the 
hay baler and the accident, had 
followed them and was waiting 
on them to exit the theater. “Are 
you alright?” Glad’s dad asked, 
a look of concern clouding his 
face. Glad, once again looked 
over at Wanda standing beside 
him, stunning in her red mini-
skirt. “Yeah,” he said, “I’m al-
right.”

 When Glad asked Wanda to 
marry him, he spoke of a life-
time spent living on a farm, rural 
life in the peaceful countryside. 
“That,” he says, “was the FIRST 
lie I told her.” BUT, what an ad-
venture.......

 Hollis and Retha Cogburn 
were Glad’s maternal grandpar-

Glad and Wanda Castellaw dressed for a night out in Washington 
D.C., attending the Washington Institute of Foreign Affairs, May, 2025
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ents. They lived in Memphis and 
Hollis drove a horse drawn trol-
ley for the city until they moved 
to Crockett Mills in the 1920s. 
Not long after the birth of Glad’s 
mother, Bettye Jean, his grand-
mother died of Sepsis. Hollis 
was left alone to raise a baby 
daughter and a young son. Hol-
lis asked his sister, Gussie, who 
had never married, to come live 
with the family and care for the 
children. 

 Bettye and her brother, John 
Hollis, attended school at Ham-
lett Robertson in Crockett Mills, 
where Bettye met her future hus-
band, Leslie Gerald Castellaw. 
At Hamlett Robertson, Bettye 
was known for her prowess on 
the basketball court. At home, 
she worked on the farm and in 
the field beside her dad. In her 
spare time, the high-spirited 
young woman loved to go rab-
bit hunting. She held dreams of 
flying a plane one day. In the 
meantime following high school 
graduation, she attended Union 
University, preparing for a ca-
reer in teaching.

 In 1946, Bettye’s brother, 
John, was living in Memphis 
and was employed by Firestone 
Tire and Rubber Company. His 
childhood friend, Finis Fennell, 
worked for Firestone as well. 
On a warm July day, the for-
mer Crockett County boys flew 
home for a visit in Finis’s small 
plane, landing at the home of his 
parents. Later, that same day, as 
they started back to Memphis, 
the plane nosedived into a near-

by field killing both young men. 
Finis was 20, John was 21. Bet-
tye, working in a field close to 
the scene, witnessed the horrific 
accident firsthand. 

 Following college graduation, 
Bettye returned home to teach 
at Hamlett Robertson. In 1948, 
she and Gerald, the son of Paul 
and Reba Castellaw, married in a 
Christmas Eve ceremony.

 John “Glad” Castellaw was 
born in 1950. He was named in 
loving memory of his mom’s 
brother. His family lived first on 
Colvett Road, later where Shane 
Prescott’s home is today. The 
address where the Boar’s Nest 
is located was his father’s farm. 
Gerald was a livestock trader 
and also a meat processor.

 Glad, like his parents, received 
his early education at Hamlett 
Robertson. When Glad was a 
senior at U.T. Martin, a Marine 
Corps Officer Selection Officer 
enticed Glad to join a rigorous 
training program at Officer Can-
didate School, Quantico, Virgin-
ia.

 Glad attended Basic Infantry 
Training at Quantico, as well. 
When asked about his interests, 
he replied, “I’m a farm boy. Give 
me something big and green.” 
The Marines assigned Glad to an 
“amtrax,” an amphibious tractor. 
These vehicles were crucial for 
ship-to-shore operations. The 
“amtrax” allowed Marines to 
land on beaches and move in-
land.

 Like his mom before her 
brother’s accident, Glad always 

wanted to fly. However, when he 
told her the news that the service 
was going to give him that op-
portunity, the memories of that 
July day came back to haunt her. 
Glad, however, eventually flew 

26 different aircraft for the Ma-
rines without incident. 

 Stay tuned for the August is-
sue of the Crockett Rocket and 
Part II of the adventurous story 
of Glad and Wanda Castellaw.

Puzzle On Page 6.
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Betty Lou Webb
February 14, 1933 to June 2, 2025

Betty Lou Webb passed from life 
here to be received in Heaven on 
Monday June 2, 2025. A beloved 
mother, grandmother, great-grand-
mother, wife, and friend.

The daughter of Thomas Tavern 
Crabtree & Faye Laverne Taylor 
Crabtree was born on Valentine’s 
Day in 1933.

Betty’s life was defi ned by her 
incredible love for her family. She 
was preceded in death by her hus-
band Billy Neal Webb. She was a 
loving wife to Billy Neal Webb, 
sharing over 65 years togeth-
er. Their love was a cornerstone 
of Betty’s life, and together, they 
raised three children, Billy Neal 
Webb Jr.,(Anna Margaret) Laura 
Edwards, Shirley Williams, (James 
Harris) eight grandchildren, and 
eight great-grandchildren, all of 
whom carry a piece of her heart.

Family was everything to Betty. 
She not only nurtured and cared 
for her own children but extended 

that same love to her grandchildren: 
Gary Lee Edwards, Justin Edwards, 
Alesha Edwards, Melissa Webb 
Williams, Dan Webb, Misti Floyd 
Litland, Cara Floyd Konecci, and 
George Floyd Jr. Great grandchil-
dren include: Leif, Gunnar & Elin 

Litland, Josh Edwards, Makenzie 
Edwards, Conner Konecci, Caro-
line Webb, Hadley, Charley, Marley 
& Allyanne Floyd. 

Betty was a woman of many tal-
ents and an unwavering work eth-
ic. She earned her LPN license at 
39 years of age and worked at the 
Women’s Clinic in Jackson, Ten-
nessee, where she touched countless 
lives with her compassion and care. 
But her work didn’t stop there—she 
also became a licensed realtor at the 
age of 50 plus years. She worked 
alongside her husband Billy Neal in 
their family business, Webb Realty.

Her energy, drive, and dedication 
were evident in everything she did. 
Beyond her professional accom-
plishments, Betty found joy in the 
simple pleasures of life. She loved 
spending time with her family, and 
at the Webb family home by the 
Tennessee River. This was a place 
of many happy memories—gather-
ing with loved ones and friends.

Betty and Billy enjoyed traveling 
together, making memories in new 
places and continuing to grow clos-
er as they explored the world side 
by side.

Betty was also an active member 
of Walnut Hill Baptist Church, a 
church she grew up going to. Her 
involvement in the church was just 
another testament to her caring na-
ture and desire to serve others.

Graveside services were held on 
Wednesday, June 4th at Walnut Hill 
Cemetery in Bells conducted by 
Bro. Troy Crossnoe. The family re-
quest that memorials be directed to 
Walnut Hill Cemetery Fund. Ronk 
Funeral Home had charge of the 
services.

Betty’s legacy will live on in the 
hearts of her family and all the lives 
she touched. While we will miss her 
deeply, we take comfort in knowing 
she is now resting peacefully, re-
united with loved ones who have 
gone before her.

We All Scream for Ice Cream, All Year!
Few treats are more popular on 

a warm day than ice cream. With 
its rich fl avor and cooling nature, 
ice cream is perfect in a cone, cup, 
cake, or even as a sidekick to a 
brownie or piece of pie. Summer 
may be the season when ice cream 
is enjoyed the most and many peo-
ple have fond memories of chasing 
down the neighborhood ice cream 
truck on summer afternoons, but ice 

cream is a favorite all year long.
The number of ice cream fl avors 

is only limited by the imaginations 
of ice cream shop owners. Despite 
the infi nite number of fl avor com-
binations, certain ice cream fl avors 
are more popular than others. Ac-
cording to the International Dairy 
Foods Association 2022 Ice Cream 
& Frozen Novelty Trends Survey, 
these fl avors are tops in the eyes of 

Americans.
1. Chocolate
2. Cookies ‘N Cream
3. Vanilla
4. Strawberry
5. Chocolate Chip
6. Cookie Dough
7. Butter Pecan
8. Chocolate Chip Cookie Dough
9. Caramel
10. Salted Caramel

Vanilla stands as the global ice 
cream favorite, but some key fl a-
vors also stand out in countries 
around the world. In Japan, Green 
Tea is a popular fl avor, Venezuelans 
prefer Banana, and in Thailand Co-
conut reigns supreme. 

Ice cream preferences vary across 
the globe. However, ice cream in all 
fl avors and forms is a beloved des-
sert few can resist.

Death Notice
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