
Page 1The Crockett Rocket - November 2022 www.TheCrockettNews.com



Page 2The Crockett Rocket - November 2022 www.TheCrockettNews.com



Page 3 The Crockett Rocket - November 2022Like us on Facebook!



Page 4The Crockett Rocket - November 2022 www.TheCrockettNews.com

The Crockett Rocket is printed by offset and published once per month. The deadline for advertisement and article submission in The Crockett 
Rocket is the last Friday of every month. Submissions received after that date will be published in the following scheduled publication.

What is Movember?
If you think you’re seeing more 

moustaches lingering over mens’ 
upper lips as November unfolds, 
chances are your eyes are not de-
ceiving you. November has long 
been synonymous with Thanksgiv-
ing and the start of the holiday sea-
son, but it’s also taken on a whole 
new persona in recent years, and 
moustaches are a significant part of 
that new identity.

Arguably as popular as ever, Mo-
vember® is a public health-focused 
effort designed to raise awareness 
of and support research into men’s 
health issues such as prostate can-
cer, testicular cancer and suicide. 
Men who participate in Movember 
typically begin growing moustach-
es on November 1 and keep them 
throughout the month.

The origins of Movember can 
be traced to 2003, when two men 
in Australia, Travis Garone and 
Luke Slattery, met for a beer in 
Melbourne. At that point in time, 
the popularity of moustaches had 
waned, but Garone and Slattery 
joked about restoring the stache to 
its once-lofty status. At the time, 
a friend’s mother was fundraising 
for breast cancer, and Garone and 
Slattery were inspired to combine 
their efforts to bring back the 
moustache with efforts to raise 
awareness about men’s health and 
prostate cancer. In a testament to 
the two friends’ skills in the art 
of persuasion, they were able to 
find 30 men willing to take up the 
challenge to grow a moustache. 
Those who accepted the challenge 
agreed to follow the rules of Mo-
vember, which included paying 

$10 to grow a moustache.

That initial campaign generated 
significant enthusiasm among the 
initial participants, so the following 
year a decision was made to for-
malize their efforts and officially 
support a worthy cause related to 
men’s health. After some research, 
prostate cancer was chosen as the 
issue to formally support. The 
Prostate Cancer Foundation of 
Australia, though not an official 
men’s health partner of Movember, 
agreed to accept any funds gener-

ated by the 2004 campaign. By that 
time, 450 men, including some in 
Spain and the United Kingdom, had 
agreed to take part, ultimately rais-
ing more than AUD $50,000.

Nearly 20 years later, the mous-
tachioed movement to raise aware-
ness about various men’s health 
issues is still going strong, having 
funded more than 1,250 men’s 
health projects since its inception. 
Individuals interested in learning 
more about Movember can visit 
us.movember.com. 
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150 Years for Christ
By Nancy Harper 

First Baptist Church Alamo celebrated 150 
years for Christ on Sunday, October 16, 2022.

It was a beautiful Sunday morning, and the 
parking lot was fi lling up, with families going to 
fi nd their classes, pews, and friends.  Everyone 
was excited to study the word of God with other 
Christians.

It was a very special day, as it promised to re-
mind us of the Christians gathering for worship 
back in the late 1800s, and then to see where we 
are today.  Christians have been in prayer over 
the years for the growth of Alamo First Baptist.

Going back to the beginning of the church 
sets up the narrative of how faithful Christians 
have persevered to meet together for Bible 
study and prayers. The church was organized 
on November 23, 1872. There was not always a 
church building for worship, which led the ded-

icated members to meet in other church build-
ings, members’ homes, and the courthouse, 
etc.  In 1905, there were 35 members who met 
in a framed, one room building (30’ x 40’) un-
til 1921.  Construction began on West Church 
Street where a basement was dug, and the con-
gregation met there.  It was more than a year 
before the roof was completed.  Church min-
utes tell us that the members enjoyed their hap-
py days while waiting for a brick church build-
ing.  In 1924, the basement debt was paid, and 
with a borrowed $8,000, the roof was removed 
from the church basement so that the upper sto-
ry could be built.  By 1972, the membership had 
grown to approximately 300.

A quote from Edgar A. Guest says,
“God sends no Churches from the skies,
Out of our hearts must they arise!”
In 2001, church members began talking about 

a new building to 
rise up and grow for 
the glory of God. 
A land search com-
mittee, led by Dean 
Hutchison, worked 
tirelessly to fi nd just 
the right place. It was 
located on the top of 
a hill off Hwy. 412 
and on Hwy. 88. La-
bor by Christian men 
and women began 
on the hill. On this 
150th year of cele-
bration, we mem-
bers meet inside our 
house of worship 
built with bricks. 
Our members, start-
ing in 1872, had a vi-
sion to carry the gos-

pel of Jesus. Our present pastor, Chris Rigby, 
brought the words that summarize our mission: 
Love Shines!

The special worship service began on Sun-
day, October 16, 2022, with former pastor, 
Dr. Gayle Alexander, presenting the message.  
Pastor Jerry Barker and his family were also 
in attendance.  Bro. Chris, recuperating from 
a serious illness, watched on Facebook from 
home. Food was served and a lot of visiting 
and reminiscing took place. Deacon Raymond 
Ellis presented a “Where the Love of Christ 
Shines” book containing pictures and history 
for everyone to enjoy.  A great day was had by 
all.

To all those before us, starting back about 
1872, we say, “Thank you for your dreams and 
love for our Savior Jesus Christ!”  Happy Birth-
day, Alamo First Baptist, now on the hill!  You 
are invited to worship with us where the love of 
Christ shines!

Dean Hutchison, left, was a deacon who helped 
spearhead the construction of the current 
Alamo First Baptist Church.

Pastor Chris Rigby, center, with Bobby Castes, left, at the ribbon-
cutting for the current Alamo First Baptist Church. Watching in the 
back ground are (from left) R.A. Criss, Larry Tillman, and Wendell 
Harper.
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Cathey
Addresses 

FCA
Sixth graders were excited to hear a 

former Alamo School student speak at 
FCA last month. Bringing the devotion-
al for Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
was Crockett County High School se-
nior LeeAnthony Cathey.
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A-maize-ingly Tall Corn
You may remember the infamous Jack and his beanstalk, but now meet 

Ben Woodard and his amazing cornstalk.
While there are certainly no giants or a goose laying golden eggs at the 

top of this cornstalk, Woodard was dwarfed by the corn. Just for reference, 
Woodard stands at 6 feet, 2 inches tall. The tallest stalk was 15 feet tall.

A resident of Frog Jump, Woodard believes the corn was Hickory Cane 
Corn. A pre-1875 Heirloom white dent corn originally grown by Native 
Americans in Northern Florida and Southern Georgia, Hickory Cane was 
prized across the mountainous South and into the Appalachians for roast-
ing ears, creamed corn, grits, hominy, and particularly for white cornmeal, 
as well as fodder for animals.

Local WestStar Alumni 
Enjoy Annual Soybean 

Festival Luncheon
The 16th annual WestStar Soybean Festival Luncheon was held on Sept. 

9 at the Martin Public Library’s event center. Approximately 80 alumni 
and guests from 17 West Tennessee counties attended the event hosted 
by Martin Mayor Randy Brundige. Pictured are Virginia Grimes, West-
Star assistant director, Kyle East from Crockett County and Dr. Charley 
Deal, secretary for the WestStar board. The WestStar mission is to identi-
fy, encourage and equip community-minded people who want to become 
more involved. For more information about WestStar, contact Grimes, at 
vgrimes@utm.edu. 
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Leadership 
Crockett 

County Seats 
New Class
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Buschhaus To Discuss Bats, Biology 
And Undergraduate Research 

Dr. Nancy Buschhaus, interim 
dean of the college of engineering 
and natural sciences at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee Martin, will 
present “Listening to Bats – An 
Odyssey of Experiential Learning 
and Undergraduate Research” at 6 
p.m., Thursday, Nov. 10, in Room 
206 of the Boiling University 
Center. 

The event is part of a series cele-
brating the 50th anniversary of the 
Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi 
on the UT Martin campus. As the 
nation’s oldest and most selective 
multidisciplinary collegiate honor 
society, Phi Kappa Phi initiates 
more than 25,000 students, gradu-
ate students, faculty and staff each 
year on more than 325 campus-
es across the United States, its 
territories and the Philippines.

Buschhaus joined the UT Mar-
tin faculty in 1997, and her most 
recent research interests have 
focused on bat populations and 
variations, with multiple projects 
regularly involving undergrad-
uate student researchers. She is 
a member of Bat Conservation 
International, the Northeast, the 
Southeast, the Midwest and the 
Western Bat Working Groups, and 
has received numerous grants in 
support of this work.

“Bats are awesomely cool,” 
Buschhaus said. “While studying 
them can be a little tricky since 
they are active at night, they work 
very well as a model research 
organism for undergraduate re-
search projects.”

In addition to her role as 
interim dean, she continues as 
professor and chair of the De-
partment of Biological Sciences 
where she teaches courses in 
introductory biology, behavioral 
ecology, evolutionary biology, 
mammalogy and developmental 
biology. She was selected as 
the UT Martin Featured Faculty 
Scholar in fall 2016 and is an 

alumnus of the University of 
Tennessee Executive Leadership 
Institute program.

Concurrent with the lecture, 
student members of the American 
Chemical Society will provide 
a free, on-site science center for 
children 12 years old and under to 
attend.

The event is open to the public, 
and free parking is available in the 
Boiling University Center parking 
lot on Wayne Fisher Drive off Mt. 
Pelia Road. Parking permits are 
available online at www.utm.edu/
departments/publicsafety by se-
lecting the “Online Visitor Parking 
Permit” link.

For more information, contact 
Dr. Abigail Shelton, president of 
Phi Kappa Phi Chapter 127, at 
731-881-7462.
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Scaring Up a Good Time 
for a Good Cause

BY JUDY POSTON
judyposton1963@gmail.com

 Three southern belles enjoying 
tea time. Buzz Lightyear eager to 
help a neighbor in need. Superhe-
roes dressed in scrubs. A horse with 
a body made of hay. No, you are not 

imagining things. Yes, those were 
minions on the courthouse lawn.

 Chances are if you drove around 
court square during the latter, beau-
tiful, autumn days of October, these 
characters and others made you 
do a double take. If you stopped, 

parked your car, 
and walked around 
the courthouse, it 
is for certain that 
scarecrow standing 
on his head, the one 
dressed in a pon-
cho and sombrero, 
AND the fellow 
roasting his marsh-
mallow over a fl am-
ing campfi re, along 
with the numerous other scenes 
brought smile after smile to your 
face. Perhaps your little ones chose 
a book offered by Crockett Memori-
al Library and the scarecrow with a 
black bird reading over his shoulder.

 It was the brainstorm of the staff 
at Sports Plus Rehab to invite indi-
viduals, churches and schools, busi-
nesses and organizations, to set up 
scenes created with scarecrows for 
the enjoyment of the community.

Conley’s Lawn Care displayed 
their scarecrow atop a riding lawn 
mower.

The Cafe Lounge’s scarecrow 
was displayed enjoying his cup of 
joe along with pastries.

Crockett Spine and Sport’s scare-
crow was all ready to work on the 
bones of a skeleton stretched out on 
a bale of hay.

The cherry on top of the event is that 

entry fees go to support N.O.A.H., 
an organization that has brought as-
sistance and hope to so many across 
the county. This was the second year 
for the event which Sports Plus plans 
to continue as an annual fall tradition 
in Crockett County.

 The staff at Sports Plus, which 
offers PT/OT and is the sports med-
icine provider for Crockett County 
Schools, is committed to being ac-
tive and involved within the com-
munity.

“We are so blessed to have a 
group like N.O.A.H. in our commu-
nity and are thankful to be able to 
sponsor this fun event for our com-
munity.” 

 Thank you to the staff at Sports 
Plus for the work and time contrib-
uted to this project of scaring up a 
good time for a good cause.  
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Farmer’s Daughter Annual Pink 
Night and Business After Hours
On Thursday, Oct. 

13, Farmer’s Daugh-
ter, located in Friend-
ship, held its Annual 
Pink Night & Chamber 
Business After Hours.

The event hosted a 
variety of vendors, a 
Runway for a Cure 
Fashion Show, and a 
Silent Auction.

Proceeds from the 
event will be donated 
to the American Can-
cer Society!
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Taxidermy by Shane
Celebrates Ribbon Cutting
A ribbon-cutting ceremony held 

for Taxidermy by Shane was con-
ducted by the Crockett County 
Chamber of Commerce on Sep-
tember 22, 2022. Representing the 
Chamber were Chamber staff mem-
bers, fellow Chamber members, 
and the board of directors.

Owner Shane Hay opened Taxi-
dermy by Shane on July 1, 2022. 
Hay attended Central Texas School 
of Taxidermy in June 2022.

Hay has spent most of his life 
hunting deer and waterfowl and 
has high respect for animals. It has 
been a life-long desire for him to 

own and operate his taxidermy shop 
and as he is planning his retirement 
from his 29 years of service from 
his current employment, he is look-
ing forward to this next stage of life 
to grow his taxidermy shop and jig 
business to serve Crockett County 
and all of the surrounding areas. His 

goal is to provide good quality work 
and excellent personalized service.

For more information call (731) 
443-6602, email sales@taxidermy-
byshane.com or visit us on Face-
book @taxidermybyshane.
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October is National Manufac-
turing month. For this occasion, 
manufacturers open their doors, 
showcase the potential of modern 
manufacturing, and foster interest 
in manufacturing careers.

Mr. Rusty McKnight’s manu-
facturing students from Crockett 
County High School were able to 
tour two local manufacturing facto-
ries in Alamo.

The students started the tour at 
Southern Pride BBQ Pits and Smok-
ers. The students then traveled to 
Hitachi, where lunch was provided 
with an informational presentation 
and a tour of the facility.

Also in attendance were Janna 
Hellums (TNECD), Ariel McGahey 
(Workforce Innovations, Inc.) and 
Randa Hardin (Crockett County 
Chamber of Commerce).

Students Tour Businesses for Manufacturing Month
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As Christians, should we always 
be particular or selective about 
whom we help, or to whom we do 
good?  Many would answer that 
question with a resounding “Yes!”  
However, let’s not forget that we 
have a guide that directs us in this 
and every other aspect of our lives 
– God’s word.  “As we have there-
fore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men, especially unto them 
who are of the household of faith” 
[Galatians 6:10].  Yes, we are to 
give priority to our brothers and 
sisters in Christ, but the command 
that the Holy Spirit gave to Paul 
says “…all men…,” or all man-
kind.

 This is necessarily the same 
attitude that God and Jesus Christ 
possess. To whom does God offer 
the greatest good that ever exist-
ed?   “For the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation hath appeared 
to all men, Teaching us that, deny-
ing ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
we should live soberly, righteous-
ly, and godly, in this present world; 
Looking for that blessed hope, and 
the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
Who gave himself for us, that He 
might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto Himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works” 
[Titus 2:11].  For whom did Je-

sus die?  “For the love of Christ 
constraineth us; because we thus 
judge, that if one died for all, then 
were all dead:  And that He died 
for all, that they which live should 
not henceforth live unto them-
selves, but unto Him which died 
for them, and rose again” [2 Cor-
inthians 5:14-15].

 When the fi rst gospel sermon 
was preached on that wonderful 
Pentecost day after Jesus’ resur-
rection, what were Peter’s words?  
“Then Peter said unto them, ‘Re-
pent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  
For the promise is unto you, and 
to your children, and to all that are 
afar off, even as many as the Lord 
our God shall call’” [Acts 2:38-
39].  Note the continuing reference 
to “every one” and “all.”  Since 
this greatest good, salvation, is of-
fered to all, and is contingent on 
honoring Jesus Christ, we see that 
all are commanded to honor Him.  
“For the Father loveth the Son, 
and sheweth Him all things that 
Himself doeth: and He will shew 
Him greater works than these, that 
ye may marvel.  For as the Father 
raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth 
them; even so the Son quickeneth 
whom he will.  For the Father jud-

geth no man, but hath committed 
all judgment unto the Son:  That all 
men should honour the Son, even 
as they honour the Father. He that 
honoureth not the Son honoureth 
not the Father which hath sent 
Him” [John 5:20-23].

 How then, since God gave us 
the name, Christian (meaning “like 
Christ”), are we to treat everyone?  
“And the servant of the Lord must 
not strive; but be gentle unto all 
men, apt to teach, patient, In meek-
ness instructing those that oppose 
themselves; if God peradventure 
will give them repentance to the ac-
knowledging of the truth; And that 
they may recover themselves out 
of the snare of the devil, who are 
taken captive by him at his will” 
[2 Timothy 2:24-26].  “Put them in 
mind to be subject to principalities 
and powers, to obey magistrates, 
to be ready to every good work, 
To speak evil of no man, to be no 
brawlers, but gentle, shewing all 
meekness unto all men” [Titus 3:1-
2].   “Recompense to no man evil 
for evil. Provide things honest in 
the sight of all men.  If it be pos-
sible, as much as lieth in you, live 
peaceably with all men” [Romans 
12:17-18].  

 Whom are we to love?  Re-
member John 3:16:  “For God so 
loved the world, that He gave His 

only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.”  Thus-
ly we are commanded.  “And the 
Lord make you to increase and 
abound in love one toward anoth-
er, and toward all men, even as we 
do toward you:  To the end He may 
stablish your hearts unblameable 
in holiness before God, even our 
Father, at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ with all His saints” 
[1 Thessalonians 3:12-13].  For 
whom are we to pray?  “I exhort 
therefore, that, fi rst of all, suppli-
cations, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks, be made for all 
men; For kings, and for all that 
are in authority; that we may lead 
a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and honesty.  For this is 
good and acceptable in the sight of 
God our Saviour; Who will have 
all men to be saved, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth” [1 
Timothy 2:1-4].  Do good to all, to 
everyone!

church of Christ at Crossroads
Charles Yawn

Please visit us at:
2118 Johnsons Grove Road
Bells, TN 30006

God’s Word is Truth
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Bud Hogan
Flying High in Service of His Country

BY JUDY POSTON
judyposton1963@gmail.com

It was identifi ed by the code 
name,“Operation Ivy.” The histor-
ic event took place some 
70 years ago. Bud Ho-
gan was just twenty-two 
years old at the time, but 
was selected to play a vi-
tal role in its undertaking. 
The experimental endeav-
or would cost the life of a 
friend and co-worker. A 
recent footnote to the sto-
ry, however, has brought 
some closure to Bud and 
his new acquaintance, 
who was only 3 years old 
at the time of Operation 
Ivy.

 It was a warm, summer day, the 
day he and his twin sister, Mary 
Lee were born, August 22, 1928. 
He was meant to be named after 
his Grandfather Hogan, but all he 
was ever given were the initials, 
J.T. In time, he came to be known 
simply as, “Bud.”

 While the twins were still small 
tots, the family moved from Bay, 
Arkansas, near Jonesboro, to a 
farm two miles west of Monette in 
the same state.

 Their parents did not send them 
to school with any regularity, so it 
was that Bud, Mary Lee, and their 

older brother all ended up in the 
same grade in school. The Hogan 
children attended nearby Upper 
Popular Ridge Grade School, then 

Monette High School. 
 Mary Lee grew up to become 

a teacher. Their older brother, be-
cause of being held back in school, 
was just beginning ninth grade 
when he left to join in the fi ghting 
that was the Second World War. 

 As for Bud, he joined the Air 
Force branch of the United States 
military on January 17, 1950, un-
dergoing basic training at Lack-
land Air Force Base in San Anto-
nio, Texas. In Wichita Falls, Texas, 
he attended air craft and engine 
school. His goal was to become a 
crew chief. At near-by Sheppard 
AFB, Bud was schooled on the Zipping the woven lead blanket around one of the planes’ pilots.

Bud’s aircraft which fl ew through the stem 
of the mushroom cloud formed when the 
fi rst hydrogen bomb was detonated. Bud 
was the squadron’s crew chief.
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F-84, completing his training just 
before Christmas, 1950. Just a cou-
ple of days later, on Christmas Eve, 
he and his entire class were put on 
a bus and taken to Bergstrom AFB 
in Austin, where they were told 
to report for duty right after New 
Year’s on January 2. Bud was as-
signed to a squadron of planes. He 
had reached his goal of becoming 
a crew chief.

 In late 1952, the Atomic En-
ergy Commission took control 
of a squadron ofU.S. Air Force 
F-84G Thunder-jet planes. Four-
teen planes were modifi ed for a 
special assignment. Bud was one 
of two crew chiefs chosen to aid 
in the mission. An aircraft carrier 
set sail from San Diego, carrying 
the men to their destination – the 
Enewatak Atoll of the Marshall Is-
lands. Not long after leaving San 
Diego’s port, Bud became seasick. 
He remained seasick for the entire 
duration of the trip.

 One of the modifi cations made 
to the Thunder-jets, was the attach-
ment of a woven lead blanket, bolt-
ed to the back of the pilots’ seats. 
Another modifi cation involved fi l-
ters that would scoop up samples 
from the air for analysis. As the 
pilots climbed into their cockpits, 
Bud was one who helped them pull 
the blankets around their bodies 
and zip them up. Bud recalls of 
the fourteen blankets, thirteen had 
wide zippers. One had a narrow 
zipper that was diffi cult to man-
age...

 On November 1, 1952, the ex-
periment took place. The fi rst hy-
drogen bomb was launched and 
detonated on Elugelab Island. 

Nicknamed “Mike,” it was the 
fi rst successful, full-scale test of 
a multi-megaton thermonuclear 
weapon using the Teller-Ulam de-
sign. This was only one of a series 
of American nuclear tests known 
as Operation Ivy.

 The result of the detonation was 
10.4 megatons – almost 500 times 
the yield of the bomb dropped on 

Nagasaki. The entire island was in-
stantly and completely vaporized. 
Now it was time for the F-84G 
Thunder-jets and their pilots to go 
to work.

 Bud knows four of the Thun-
der-jets fl ew through the resulting 
mushroom cloud’s stem to collect 
radiochemical samples to be stud-
ied and analyzed. Each of the pi-

lots made it safely back to land, 
except one.

 Twenty-eight-year-old Jimmy 
Priestly Robinson, a West Tennes-
see native, a World War II Veteran 
and POW, along with his wing-
man, Bob Hagan, encountered 
diffi culties after fl ying out of the 
cloud. Robinson hit an area of se-
vere turbulence which resulted in 

him spinning out of control. He 
was barely able to remain con-
scious. He regained control only to 
discover an electromagnetic storm, 
a result of the detonation, had dis-
rupted his instruments.

 With no working instruments, 
rain, and poor visibility, both Rob-
inson and Hagan were unable to 
fi nd the KB-29 tanker air craft for 

refueling. By now, both men were 
dangerously low on fuel. Before 
they could land their planes, both 
depleted their reserves. It was 
nothing short of a miracle that Ha-
gan was able to glide, landing safe-
ly on the runway. 

 Robinson, however, was just too 
far out. He had been in radio con-
tact. His last transmission made it 
known that he could see the sup-
port helicopter and was about to 
parachute out of his plane to safety. 
This never happened. Did it have 
anything to do with the narrow zip-
per attaching his lead blanket to his 
seat...the zipper that jammed?His 
attempt to land on water resulted 
in his plane crashing and fl ipping. 
He was survived by his wife and 
daughter. His young daughter was 
only three years old at the time of 
her father’s death.

 (Analysis of the samples from 
the mushroom cloud led to the im-
portant discovery of two new ele-
ments.)

 Intrigued by Bud’s story, Lindy 
Avery Register, Crockett Coun-
ty’s Service Offi cer, knew it was 
a story that needed to be shared. 
One person who especially need-
ed to hear his story, she believed, 
was the daughter of Jimmy Priestly 
Robinson. Lindy was instrumental 
in bringing Bud and Becky, Jim-
my’s daughter, together. The two 
have conversed a couple of times 
over the past few months. Bud had 
believed that Jimmy’s body was 
never recovered from the water. 
Becky told him her father’s body 
had been found. Bud, in turn, was 
able to tell Becky that her father 
was a good guy. 

Bud Hogan, United States Air Force Veteran
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 Today, Becky works with atomic 
veterans making sure their stories 
are told. A white headstone in Ar-
lington National Cemetery honors 
the memory of her father, Captain 
Jimmy Priestly Robinson.

 The bravery of the atomic veter-
ans remained untold for decades as 
their work was part of a top-secret 
mission. Only recently, has the in-
formation been declassifi ed so that 
memories may be shared, stories 
can be told, questions answered.

 Two weeks following the det-
onation of the hydrogen bomb, 
a smaller A bomb was dropped. 
Bud’s squadron fl ew through that 
cloud, gathering samples once 
again. The men and planes were 
then put back on an aircraft carrier 
headed for home. On their way to 
the mainland, the carrier stopped in 
Honolulu for a brief time.

 Experiencing terrible seasick-
ness again on the return trip, Bud 
was elated to get off the boat. He 
got a room at the YMCA, a room 
that didn’t dip, spin, or rock as he 
tried to rest. A huge meal that night 
was prepared for all the service-
men. Bud tells he ate his weight 
in food. When the men once again 
boarded the aircraft carrier for the 
remainder of the trip home, you 
guessed it...Bud was seasick again. 

 Bud’s military career spanned 
a little over twenty-four years. He 
retired a Senior Master Sergeant. 
He is a Veteran of the Vietnam War, 
who after fi fteen days in Saigon, 
was assigned to Thailand, where 
the planes he was sent to work on 
were moved. 

 A later assignment meant provid-
ing transportation for astronauts in-
cluding the crew for Apollo 13 and 
Neil Armstrong. Bud has served in 
many locales throughout the states 
and across the world. Included in 
his assignments were teaching po-
sitions as well as offi ce work.

 Bud and his fi rst wife, a native 
of Maine, were living in Maryland, 
when she passed away following a 
bout with cancer on the day after 
Christmas. Nearly a year later, Bud 
called his older brother who lived 
just outside of Bells. “If I come 
to Tennessee, can we go fi shing?” 
Bud asked. “Come on,” his brother 

quickly answered. 
 It was on that fi shing trip that 

Bud met a close friend of his sister-
in-law’s, Walnut Hill Native Juan-
ita Foust. Love blossomed. The 
two wed. Nine years later, Juanita 
passed away from complications 
with Alzheimer’s Disease. 

 In his retirement years, Bud has 
been active in his church, much in-
volved with Cursillo, a retreat sim-
ilar to Emmaus, and has served as a 
Eucharist Minister, one who helps 
the priest in the Catholic Church 
with the communion service. In this 
capacity, he was assigned to elder-
ly shut-in church members whom 
he visited and carried communion 
to each month. This is something 
that he misses doing since moving 
to West Tennessee.

 Bud resides in the Retirement 
Home in Bells. His three children 
live out of state. Bud attends church 
in Humboldt. He enjoys breakfast 
and fellowship at the Front Porch 
Restaurant most mornings. He is 
a tremendous story teller, giving 
spellbinding accounts of his life 
and time in the service of his coun-
try. 

“They served...
Reliving memories that will not 

die,
Giving their all for you and I - 
Friends taken,
Lives shaken...” (by Muse)

 Thank you, Bud, for your ser-
vice. God bless you for all that you 
have sacrifi ced and given for our 
nation. Service like yours in the 
United States Air Force has kept 
our country fl ying high. 

 To Bud and all those who have 
served, again, thank you for help-
ing to keep America’s light of free-
dom shining brightly. God bless 
America and God bless you!

Take time to thank a Veteran for 
his/her service this Veteran’s Day 
and, as we gather around the table 
with our families this Thanksgiv-
ing to count our many blessings, 
let us give thanks to God for the 
blessing of freedom and for those 
who have labored in the service of 
our country.

Mr. and Mrs. J.T. “Bud” Hogan
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Students Entertain for 
Fall Events

Grades pre-k thru sixth entertained the Fall Fun 
Festival families at Alamo Elementary last month. 

They also entertained at the witches ride and on 
Halloween day!

Did You Know?
Veterans Day in the Unit-

ed States and Remembrance 
Day in Canada are celebrat-
ed annually in November to 
honor the many individuals 
who have served in each 
country’s military.

That fi gure is a sizable 
one in the United States, as 
data from the Department of 
Veterans Affairs indicates 
there were around 19 mil-
lion U.S. military veterans in 
2021.

Population estimates in-
dicate that Canada has a little 
more than one-tenth the total 
population of its immediate 
neighbor to the south, so the 
number of living Canadi-
an veterans is signifi cantly 
smaller than it is in the U.S.

However, analysis of Vet-
erans Affairs Canada data es-
timates there were just under 
618,000 veterans of Canada’s 
military in 2021.
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Festival of  Trees to 
Benefi t Stella’s Pantry

BY JUDY POSTON
judyposton1963@gmail.com

 There is nothing quite like the 
sight of an evergreen tree festooned 
with twinkling lights, velvety bows, 
shiny balls, and glistening tinsel to 
bring out the holiday spirit... well, 
except, maybe, the warm glow that 
comes from within when you have 
helped another in need of a help-
ing hand. THAT is the true spirit 
of Christmas! Those who serve the 
community through Stella’s Pan-
try bring these two joys together as 
they present, once again, what has 
become a Crockett County holiday 
tradition, the Festival of Trees. 

 The congregation of First Baptist 
Church of Maury City and their pas-
tor, Mike Waddey, invite the entire 
Crockett Community to participate 
in this year’s Festival of Trees. The 
event will be held in the church’s 
fellowship hall on Saturday, De-
cember 3rd, 9:00-4:00, and on Sun-
day, December 4th, 1:00-4:00. 

 Individuals, churches, schools, 
businesses, and organizations are 
invited to display a tree. There is no 

entry fee. Included in the event is 
an opportunity for the public to vote 
on their favorite, “The People’s 
Choice,” by a donation of money 
and/or cans of food. Judges will 
also select winners in the following 
categories: Most Traditional, Most 
Beautiful, Most Unique, and Best 
Sunday School Class.

 Adding to the festivity of the 
event, there will be a bake sale plus 
entertainment on Saturday. New to 
this year’s festival will be the op-
portunity to purchase food from 
food trucks on both days.

 All funds raised from the event 
will go to Stella’s Pantry. On the 

last Thursday of each month, Stel-
la’s Pantry distributes food boxes 
to those in need in the communi-
ty. (In the event a holiday falls on 
the last Thursday of the month, the 
food will be distributed at an earlier 
date.)

 These are challenging times in 
which we live. The cost of living 
continues to increase. Food prices 
are on the rise. For senior citizens on 
fi xed incomes, there are no raises to 

compensate. For many of our elderly 
neighbors, a food box from Stella’s 
Pantry means not having to choose 
between medicine or utilities, and 
food. A delivery from one of Stella’s 
Pantry’s volunteers brings a smile, a 
warm thank-you, and healthy food 
choices on what might otherwise 
be an empty refrigerator shelf. Stel-
la’s Pantry’s volunteers realize, too, 
that many of the senior citizens may 
not have a vehicle for driving to the 
church to pick up a food box. For 
this reason, volunteers now deliver 
the boxes to homes. For more infor-
mation, please contact Bro. Mike @ 
1-731-336-3655, Loretta Bushart @ 

1-731-445-1433, or the church @ 
1-731-656-2844. 

 For those wishing to decorate a 
tree for the Festival of Trees, please 
contact Loretta by calling or tex-
ting to her number listed above, or 
email her @ tuttichickenmama@
gmail.com. She will gladly share 
more information, as well as set up 
a convenient time for those wishing 
to put up a tree to be able to do so.

 “And the King shall answer and 
say unto them, Verily I say unto 
you, Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 
Matthew 25:40
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Gibson EMC Donates to Enhance 
Friendship Industrial Property

Gibson Electric Membership Corporation granted the Industrial Devel-
opment Board of Crockett County $5000 for Economic Development. 
These funds will be used on future plans for the Friendship Industrial 
Property.

Learning from Leaders
Group Attends Gov Con ’22

Representatives from Crockett County recently attended the Tennessee 
Department of Economic and Community Development’s 2022 Governor’s 
Conference in Nashville.

During the event, attendees heard from Governor Bill Lee and TNECD 
Commissioner Stuart McWhorter, as well as CBS Sports Lead Play-by-Play 
Announcer Jim Nantz and a host of other speakers who discussed topics 
ranging from entrepreneurship to workforce to foreign direct investment 
and the programs that help build strong communities throughout the state.

ThreeStar Community Development Certifi cation efforts were recognized 
by county representatives, Commissioner McWhorter and TNECD Com-
munity Development Director Jody Sliger. 

ThreeStar serves to promote economic and community prosperity through 
collaboration to positively impact every Tennessean. Crockett County has 
fulfi lled the requirements to receive its Three Star Certifi cation for 27 con-
secutive years.

Representing Crockett County at Gov Con were Alice McDearman (City 
of Bells Alderman) and Randa Hardin (Crockett County Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director).

Celebrating Crockett County’s 27th consecutive ThreeStar 
Community Development certifi cation at Gov Con 22 are (from left)
Blake Swaggart (TNECD), Jody Sliger (TNECD), Alice McDearman 
(City of Bells Alderman), Stuart McWhorter (TNECD Commissioner), 
Randa Hardin (Crockett County Chamber of Commerce Executive 
Director), Kristie Bennett (Dept. of Labor & Workforce), and Janna 
Hellum (TNECD).
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A Home for the 
Holidays

This is home of Audrey and Danny Sides in Gadsden. They love decorat-
ing for every holiday!
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Death Notices
Peggy Jo Loftis

June 22, 1936 to October 20, 2022

Mrs. Peggy Jo Loftis earned her 
heavenly wings and went home to 
be with her Lord, Thursday, Octo-
ber 20, 2022. 

Peggy was born in Alamo, Ten-
nessee, June 22, 1936 to the late 
L.O. (Jack) and Ada Cates. 

She is preceded in death by her 
parents; husband, J.D. Loftis; and 
brother Larry Cates. 

She is survived by her daugh-
ters, Lynn Reece and Cindy Por-
ter (Ricky); sister Joan Gibbons; 
grandchildren, Cheryl Hearn (Ben), 
Justin Conrad (Sarah), Heath Porter 
and Ada Johnson; great grandchil-
dren, Carlee Hearn, Deaton Hearn, 
McKinley Conrad and Paisley Con-
rad. 

Peggy was a devoted Christian, 

a selfl ess loving Mother and an ex-
tremely kind soul. Her wisdom and 
grace will be greatly missed. 

Visitation was in the Ronk Funer-
al Home chapel, Sunday, October 
23, 2022 from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm. 
Peggy’s funeral service were held 
at Johnson Grove Baptist Church, 
Monday, October 24, 2022. The 
burial was at Robertson Cemetery.

Jackie Mosier
October 2, 2022

Mr. Jackie Mosier, age 75, passed 
away Sunday October 2,2022 at his 
home in Alamo. He was a native of 
Humboldt, TN and the retired busi-
ness owner of Mosier Automotive 
in Alamo. 

Jackie never met a stranger and 
enjoyed hunting, fi shing and danc-
ing.

He was preceded in death by 

his parents Gilbert and Katherine 
Mosier.

Surviving relatives include his 
wife, Nan Mosier; daughters Wen-
dy Morford and fi ancé Bill Pearson; 
Lynda Snider and husband Tracy; 
grandchildren Dylan Snider, Seth 
Snider and Liv Morford; brother 
Pat Mosier and wife V-Ann.

The family would like to give a 

special thank you to Edna Taylor 
and other caregivers for taking such 
good care of Jackie,

Visitation for Mr. Mosier was 
Thursday, October 6, 2022 at Ronk 
Funeral Home in Alamo. A grave-
side service followed at the Alamo 
Cemetery. Minister for the service 
was Tracy Snider.

Pallbearers for the service were 

Dylan Snider, Seth Snider, Bryan 
Woodruff, Anthony Williams, Jeff 
Knox and Jim Knox, Honorary 
pallbearers were Jim Ward, Don 
Thompson and Dave Randall.

In lieu of fl owers, memorials may 
be directed to N.O.A.H.; the Crock-
ett Co. Imagination Library or a 
charity of your choice.
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Direct Customer Solutions Hosts Ribbon-Cutting
On Tuesday, October 11th, a Ribbon Cutting 

was held for Direct Customer Solutions in Bells.
Direct Customer Solutions was founded to 

provide cost-effective, high-quality logistic ser-

vices to the pharmaceutical and related health-
care industry. DCS creates partnerships to fi nd a 
solution for every need. 

Their mission is to enhance the pharmaceuti-

cal logistics industry by offering manufacturers 
alternative distribution options via innovative 
pathways.  

Kindergarten
Celebrates 50th 
Day of School

Congratulations to the kindergarten students at Alamo City 
School. They celebrated their 50th day of school with a 1950’s 
themed dress up day.
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Saturday, October 15th, the Gadsden Volun-
teer Fire Department held a Push-In Ceremo-

ny for their “New-to-Them” fi retruck. Con-
gratulations!

Gadsden 
Volunteer
Fire Gets 
New-to-Them
Firetruck 
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