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Restoring
a Country Cemetery

BY JUDY POSTON
judyposton1963@gmail.com

Their love for him, their pride and 
joy – their fi rstborn – can only be 
imagined. They named their son, 
Jerry. They must have had great 
hopes for him and wondered what 
his future would hold as they held 
him close, pressed kisses to his baby 
cheeks, and rocked him to sleep. 
Their hearts were surely broken 
when he died. It was an ear infection 
that took his life in the days before 
antibiotics were readily available. 
A small stone in Brigance Cemetery 
reads simply, “Jerry Hill Lovelace, 
1938-1939, at rest.” Other precious 
babies would be born to the couple. 
Their family would grow to include 
beloved grandchildren. Yet, for 
Maulden (M.M.) and Dorothy Love-
lace, a piece of their hearts was most 
certainly buried with their sweet 
baby boy.

Phara Cantrell Williams can only 
imagine how diffi cult it must have 
been for her maternal grandpar-
ents, who were sharecroppers at the 
time, to afford to bury their little 
son. Phara clearly recalls her grand-
mother’s pilgrimages to the cem-
etery to take care of Jerry’s grave. 
Phara remembers, on one occasion, 
her grandmother returned from a 
visit visibly upset. She had been to 
visit the grave and found it in great 
disrepair. Phara’s parents, Jerry and 
Janie Cantrell, accompanied Dor-
othy on a return trip, taking along 
various gardening tools. Together, 
the family cleared the grave off 
and rerouted the drainage that was 
eroding it.

Phara tells, that, eventually, a 
volunteer took over the upkeep and 
care for the cemetery. A fund was 

set up to help with expenses and the 
country cemetery was well main-
tained for many years. 

In time, Phara’s grandmother 
passed away. Phara, however, never 
forgot the dedication of her grand-
mother in caring for the grave of her 
son. A couple of years ago, Phara 
and her husband, Clint, stopped by 
the cemetery and realized that, once 
again, it had fallen into disrepair. 
Dismayed, the two checked with 
both state and county offi cials hop-
ing to fi nd a solution whereby the 
cemetery could be maintained. They 
sought for an answer to no avail.

Then, one day, Phara’s father, 
Jerry, drove by the cemetery. Much 
to his surprise, he saw that work 
to clean up the cemetery again had 
started. He couldn’t wait to share 

the good news with Phara and the 
rest of the family. 

Jerry Cantrell started asking ques-
tions. He was eager to learn who 
was responsible for the work that he 
and his family so appreciated. His 
questions led him to Scott Pearson 
and Scott provided additional names 
– Sam and Dan Norville, Michael 
Avery, Dave Sherrod, and Dr. Tony 
Emison. How the work and work-
ers all came together – well, that’s 
another story, for which Phara, as 
she says, provided the thread, and I 
unraveled it. That story fi lls much of 
this month’s Crockett Rocket.

As for those who contributed to 
the clearing and repair at Brigance 
Cemetery, Phara says, “What I was 
DREAMING of making happen, 
they just made happen!”
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Zoey Attends National 
Leadership Forum at 

UC Berkeley
We are beyond proud of Zoey Rogers of Friendship and blessed to have 

mentors in her life such as Tonya Bain, who nominated Zoey for the Na-
tional Youth Leadership Forum: Explore STEM at UC Berkeley.

Zoey, the daughter of Jacob and Danielle Rogers, got to learn more about 
the fi eld of engineering, how engineering and technology go hand-in-hand, 
participate in two engineering simulations and have a focus in Robotics 
Programming.

During a robotics simulation, Zoey got to be a part of each step of the 
Engineering Design Process while learning the foundations of VEX EDR 
Robotics programming and exploring motion and mechanisms. During a 
civil engineering simulation, she got to test her civil engineering skills 
using CAD software and determining how to create a habitat capable of 
sustaining life on Mars.

She got to listen and talk to astronauts who have lots of experience actu-
ally in space and learn from an amazing team of doctors/professors from 
Stanford. And many more amazing skills that will help her reach her dream 
of becoming an aerospace engineer.

#NYLF #EnvisionExperience #stanfordbound
At right:

Zoey at the National Youth Leadership Forum at UC Berkley.

Ramey Boone also went to the National Youth 
Leadership Forum in Dallas.
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Brigance Cemetery
BY JUDY POSTON

judyposton1963@gmail.com
Brigance Cemetery. Established 

in 1850, it predates the formation of 
Crockett County, itself.  Trees sur-
round the perimeter of the grassy 
bluff, standing tall, like sentinels 
keeping watch over those whose 
earthly remains lie beneath the soil. 
A hawk soars overhead, casting his 
shadow in the afternoon sun over 
green grass and white stone. Near-
by stands the Brigance homestead. 
Built in the 1800s and now aban-
doned, it was home to families, 
well into the 1950s, who, within its 
walls, found shelter from the storms 
of life.  

James Franklin Brigance, a Civil 
War veteran and great-grandfather 
of Dave Sherrod, called this place 
home. It was James who built the 
house and farmed the land. Here 

he reared a family  and made a life, 
celebrating life’s joys and mourning 
its sorrows.  The cemetery on Low-
er Jackson Road, just past Walnut 
Hill near Bells, is his fi nal resting 
place. Dave’s grandfather, David 
Ethridge Sherrod, married James’ 
eldest daughter, Henrietta. When 
Henrietta died, David married her 
younger sister, Lillian. Lillian is 
Dave’s grandmother. Both daugh-
ters are buried near their father at 
Brigance Cemetery.

The story of Brigance Cemetery 
is the same as many country cem-
eteries. Those dedicated to car-
ing for family graves pass away 
themselves. A caretaker assigned 

to oversee the cem-
etery dies as well. 
At Brigance, it only 
took fi ve or six years 
for the cemetery to 
fall into severe dis-
repair. Young sap-
lings grew up and 
overtook the acreage 
completely. 

When Michael Av-
ery arrived at the re-
alization that Dave 
had family buried 
there, he so wanted 
to see the cemetery 
repaired and saved 
that he gave Dave 
seed money to start 
a cemetery fund to 
fi nance the begin-
ning of the much 
needed work. Dave 
then approached 
family members who 
contributed further, 
helping to build up 
the fund. As folks 
learned of the de-
termination to clean 
up and preserve 
the cemetery, many 

of them asked, “What can I do to 
help?”

Soon Dave and his son, David 
Jr., found themselves busy with the 
project to restore the old cemetery. 

First thing on the agenda was cut-
ting and removing the numerous 
saplings that had taken over. Vol-
unteers took on the work with zeal. 
Michael Avery and Dr. Tony Emi-
son were among those who helped 
carry off and burn the cut trees by 
the truckloads. The volunteers then 
followed up by remov-
ing stumps and stobs and 
digging up roots. Sam and 
Dan Norville brought their 
disk and doall to handle 
dirt, grass cutting, and 
landscaping work. Bermu-
da grass was planted. Mi-
chael then led the effort in 
cleaning, repairing, and re-
setting the age old stones. 

Dave will head up the 
continued upkeep of the 
cemetery. Volunteers will 
keep the grass mowed. 
Dave has the fl agpole 
which will soon be raised 
on the premises, complete 
with a light that will shine 
on “Old Glory” through 
each night. Dave plans to 
improve the gates to the 
cemetery, complete with a new 
bronze type sign that reads, “Brig-
ance Cemetery.”

Contributions for the upkeep of 
Brigance Cemetery may be sent to: 

     Dave Sherrod
     3100 Lower Jackson Road
     Bells, Tennessee 38006
Contributions will immediately be 

deposited into the Brigance Ceme-
tery account at Bank of Crockett. 
Funds may be sent directly to Bank 
of Crockett account, as well.

Dave is proud and thankful for 
the work done and the hands that 
accomplished it. In this, he is not 
alone as the other stories in this se-
ries reveal.

Gate to Brigance Cemetery, established 1850



Page 6The Crockett Rocket - September 2021 www.TheCrockettNews.com

TEC Increases Fast Fiber Internet Access 
to Additional Parts of Big Sandy 

TEC will connect an additional 
500 residential and business 

customers to Fast Fiber Internet 

TEC, a leading provider of rural 
internet, has completed construc-
tion of its Benton County Fast Fi-
ber Internet project in the northern 
area of Big Sandy. The completion 
of the project will connect an ad-
ditional 500 homes and business-
es in Big Sandy. The company has 
already invested over $2.3 million 
into broadband infrastructure in 
Benton County, including rolling 
out service to the downtown area of 
Big Sandy and parts of Eva, Holla-
day and Sugartree. 

“Benton County Electric Sys-
tem is honored to work with TEC 
for many years in reaching these 
underserved communities,” _says 
Scott Owens, General Manager of 

Benton County Electric System._ 
_“Our open and mutual alliances al-
low TEC to connect more homes in 
Benton County using our open-ac-
cess fi ber model. Benton County 
Electric’s service helps TEC reach 
the areas, where TEC is able to 
build and connect the homes to a 
cutting-edge high-speed fi ber-optic 
Internet network. Once a dream for 
citizens is now quickly becoming a 
reality. Enabling opportunities like 
never before.”

Reliable internet service has be-
come more important than ever, 
providing benefi ts like the ability to 
work from home, and to attend on-
line education and virtual doctor’s 
appointments. Newly gained access 
to high-speed broadband also great-
ly improves the economic land-
scape for existing businesses and 
for potential businesses that want 

to locate in the Big Sandy area. 
“TEC is pleased to provide fi ber 

internet service to almost 2,000 lo-
cations in Benton county. Access to 
this level of high-speed broadband 
is life changing for many house-
holds”, says Lisa Wigington, TEC 
Vice President of Strategic Oper-
ations. “Having the ability to par-
ticipate in school virtually, attend 
doctor’s appointments through tele-
medicine, work from home, stream 
your favorite movies or all of these 
at once are now possible with Fast 
Fiber Internet.”

ABOUT THE PROJECT 
The project covers more than 20 

miles and will connect 500 residen-
tial and business customers to Fast 
Fiber Internet, providing symmetri-
cal Gigabit speeds and home phone 
services to Big Sandy. 1 Gig inter-
net connections give the best online 

experience for streamers, gamers, 
social media users, and families 
with multiple users at home. If you 
are interested in signing up for ser-
vice, go to www.TEC.com/SignUp 
to complete a quick form. 

ABOUT TEC 
TEC provides economic stability 

to its local service areas, employ-
ing more than 200 people across 
Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee, 
Georgia, and Louisiana. Currently, 
TEC has invested in and maintains 
approximately 1,500 miles of fi ber 
in its rural markets. For nearly a 
century, TEC has been a forerunner 
in providing telecommunications 
services to rural America and was 
the fi rst to bring internet options to 
many rural markets more than 20 
years ago. For more information, 
visit www.TEC.com or social me-
dia @TECconnects.
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It All Started with a Question…
BY JUDY POSTON

judyposton1963@gmail.com
Scott Pearson posted a query 

on the Crockett County TN Ge-
nealogy Facebook page: “Who 
is responsible for the upkeep of 
Brigance Cemetery?” The ques-
tion garnered much attention 
AND more than a few volun-
teers.

A scripture in the New Testa-
ment says in part, “...let not thy 
left hand know what thy right 
hand doeth.” This very much 
describes the activity that went 
on at Brigance Cemetery for a 
period of time as various folks 
brought their tools and water 
bottles and donated time to do-
ing their part in cleaning up 
and repairing the cemetery. No 
one ever signed a volunteer list. 
No planning meeting was ever 
scheduled. No day was set aside 
for everyone to gather to work. 
People came when they could 
and did what they were able to 
do. No one person knows exact-
ly who all did help. Yet the job 
was completed and the cemetery 
grounds much improved.  

In response to his question, 
Scott learned there was a gentle-
men who lived in Michigan who 
had, for many years, made sure 

the grounds were mowed. How-
ever, during the past 5-6 years, 
the cemetery, located about a 
quarter of a mile from Scott’s 
home, had become overgrown 
with saplings and was in great 
disarray, with many headstones 
cracked, broken, and crumbling. 
Many inscriptions were unread-
able. The cemetery had suffered 
a similar fate in the 90s. Then, as 
now, a group of people came to 
its rescue, delivering it from its 
sad state. 

The avalanche of responses 
that came in answer to Scott’s 
question contained both simple 
verbal comments as well as of-
fers to lend a helping hand in 
the clean-up, AND as those who 
have attempted such a job well 
know, cleaning up an overgrown 
cemetery is no small matter. It 
requires attention, hard work, 
equipment, and determination.   

In addition to Scott, Michael 
Avery, Dr. Tony Emison, Sam 
and Dan Norville, Charles Wil-
liams, Dewayne Dove, and Har-
ry and Bonnie Hay, along with 
other volunteers, came to work, 
bringing tractors, backhoes, 
bush hogs, and even renting an 
excavator. Each paid their own 
expenses and did work on their 

own schedules, as their own per-
sonal jobs and responsibilities 
allowed. This meant there was 
never a huge group working to-
gether at any time. Some of the 
group Scott never met in per-
son. He corresponded with those 
on Facebook.  In fact, he says, 
much of the work hours put in 
by others took place while he 
was working at his own place of 
employment in Jackson. 

Scott brought his own bush 
hog to help with the progress. He 
and his sons loaded up much of 
the cut wood, carrying it to their 
farm to to make a burn pile. Bob 
also sprayed Roundup around 
the fence line of the cemetery.

As with the others, although 
the work was intensive during 
some very, warm weather, it was 
a labor of love for Scott, who is 
a lover of history and genealo-
gy, a trait passed down to him 
from his parents. During his 
childhood and youth, Scott’s 
mom and dad shared their own 
passion for history with him. 
Scott, who has been proven to 
be a distant relative of Dragging 
Canoe, a Cherokee well-known 
for his hostility to the European 
settlers, recalls that his parents 
corresponded extensively with 

people all across the country. 
Their corresponded via snail 
mail – the only mail at the time. 
In this way, they connected with 
people who shared their family 
tree in an effort to learn more of 
their family’s story. Their help 
was also valuable in helping 
others dig for their roots.  

Scott, therefore, has a great 
appreciation for the Brigance 
Cemetery with its 260 plus 
graves, the oldest of which 
dates back to 1850. Scott tells 
there are a number of unmarked 
graves there. Many of the graves 
found in the cemetery belong to 
children. He says, “There is an 
amazing number of children’s 
graves from around the turn of 
the century.” According to one 
headstone’s epitaph, the former 
Confederate soldier buried there 
served as an escort with Gen-
eral Nathan Bedford Forrest’s 
troops.

Thank you, Scott, for asking 
the question AND thank you 
to all those volunteers who re-
sponded by coming forward to 
help preserve history and honor 
lives that deserve to be remem-
bered.
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Paying Respects to Those
Who Have Gone Before Us

BY JUDY POSTON
judyposton1963@gmail.com

 Michael Avery had been involved 
in a car accident in 2017. The in-
juries sustained in the wreck were 
traumatic. They were so severe, in 
fact, that he didn’t believe he had 
much longer to live. He asked his 
daughter to accompany him to the 
Alamo Cemetery. He wanted to vis-
it the grave of his father, Wendell. 
Michael’s wishes were to be buried 
beside his dad. It was important to 
him that his daughter understand 
his requests so she could honor 
them when the time came. 

 Michael not only visited his fa-
ther’s gravesite, but took the oppor-
tunity to view the oldest section of 
the cemetery – the north side. Mem-
ories came fl ooding back. As a little 
boy, he spent a great deal of time in 
the homes of his great aunt, Nanny 
Ball, and his aunt and uncle, Mr. 
and Mrs. J.W. Jordan. Their hous-
es were next door to each another 
and just across the street from the 
cemetery. The aunts would place 
their young nephew in his stroller 
and push him outside, treating him 
to fresh air and sunshine. Often, 
they crossed the street and walked 
the paths that led across the cem-
etery. In this setting, 
Michael heard the sto-
ries of many of those 
whose earthly bodies 
lay beneath the marble 
and granite stones. On 
this day, as Michael 
viewed the grounds 
of the old cemetery, 
where the bones of 
many of his ancestors 
lay, the site before him 
looked very different 
from the place of his 
memories.

 The passage of 
time had weathered 
the headstones. Many 
names, dates, and ep-

itaphs were unreadable. Too 
many were broken, with 
pieces scattered throughout 
the grounds. Some stones 
had broken parts that were 
completely out of sight – hid-
den beneath the soil. Others 
stones had just disappeared. 
They were nowhere to be 
seen. The disrepair had con-
tinued throughout many 
years without anyone taking 
the time or interest to inter-
vene. 

 The scene before him 
touched Michael’s heart and, 
as his health returned, creat-
ed within him a desire and a 
passion that he determined 
he would put feet to. “Our 
ancestors deserve better,” 
became his fervent belief. 
He was also awakened to the 
knowledge that, “Cemeteries 
speak to you.” At least, they 
speak to those who will make 
the time to listen.

 In a time when history is 
being diminished, effaced, 
erased, and changed, it is import-
ant to know where we come from 
as families, communities, and as a 
nation, to learn from the mistakes 

made by those who came before us, 
but, also to build upon the eternal, 
transcendent truths and values that 
so molded and shaped their lives, 

making them worthy 
to emulate. It was of-
ten their blood, sweat, 
and tears, that made 
possible the churches 
we attend, the farms 
we call home, the land 
we love, and the free-
dom we cherish.

 Reparations at the 
Alamo Cemetery took 
most of that spring. 
Michael turned to the 
internet and found 
valuable information 
from YouTube videos. 
He began his work 
with the use of dows-
ing rods which helped 

him locate unmarked 
graves. A probe could 
then be pushed down 
into the soil. Listen-
ing carefully, Michael 
could determine if 
the probe hit against 
any type of stone. If 
so, Michael began to 
carefully work to un-
cover complete stones 
buried over time. He 
also discovered miss-
ing pieces of stone 
both underground 
and throughout the 
cemetery, fi nding at 
least one piece sev-
eral yards away from 
its original placement. 
Then Michael be-
gan the tedious pro-
cess of putting stones 
back together as best 
he could, bringing in 
tractors and repur-
posing tools and farm 
implements to pick up 
the heavy pieces, us-

ing construction cement and metal 
bands to put the stones back togeth-
er. Sometimes, there would be a 
missing piece that was never found. 
A product called “Wet and Forget” 
was applied twice to both the re-
paired broken stones and those that, 
although they were not broken, 
could not be read easily. The dif-
ference is remarkable, the diligent 
work adding years to the life of the 
stone.

 Walking through the cemetery, 
Michael points out inscriptions on 
stones that tell a short version of the 
story of the Crockett County citizen 
buried there long ago – Caswell A. 
Goodloe, a Confederate veteran, at-
torney, and a Grand Masonic Mas-
ter over the entire state of Tennes-
see. John Evans, also a Civil War 
veteran and the great-grandfather of 
Scott Pearson. JCW Nunn’s stone 

The repaired headstone at the grave site of J.C.W. 
Nunn, ancestor of Tommy Allen. The headstone is 
located in the old northern section of Alamo Cemetery.

The shell of Zion Church is all that remains.
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reveals he was both a Mason and 
a Confederate, Civil War veteran, 
having served as a private with 
the 12th regiment of the Tennessee 
Calvary. Nunn was the great-great 
grandfather of Tommy Allen.

 Avery, Quincy, Wortham, Por-
ter, McLeary-James, Brigance, 
and Mt. Zion Cemeteries are 
smaller cemeteries found in ru-
ral parts of the county that have 
benefi ted from the benevolence 
of Michael Avery and others of 
a kindred spirit, willing to give 
of their time and effort to restore 
and preserve important history. At 
least some seventy different indi-
viduals have volunteered time and 
effort to restoring the cemeteries.

 Especially dear to Michael’s 
heart is the Mt. Zion project. 
Near Friendship, down a country 
road, sits the shell of what once 
was Mt. Zion Methodist Church. 
The church’s outward red brick 
walls covered in thick, winding 
vines are all that remain of the 
little country church. In the early 
seventies, there were but a small 
handful of church members left to 
fi ll the pews. These realized when 
they passed away, the church 
would most likely shut its doors. If 
those walls could talk, they would 
most certainly tell of parishioners 
who once knelt at the mourners’ 
bench, joining in prayer for lost 
loved ones, of revivals that reju-
venated the soul, of blissed wed-
dings, solemn funerals, and joyful 
baby dedications, of preachers 
who preached hell hot and heav-
en sweet – the hymns of old echo-
ing throughout the building. Just 
across the way is the cemetery 
that sits in the curve of the road. 
There stones mark the fi nal rest-
ing place of bodies whose souls 
have long ago winged their way to 
their heavenly home, their bodies 
laid to rest facing east – to witness 

the return of their Savior when the 
“dead in Christ” shall arise fi rst. In 
the ensuing years, the church had, 
at one time, been used as a barn 
and the cemetery had fallen into a 
sad state of disrepair as well. 

 Michael’s maternal grandpar-
ents are buried at Mt. Zion. Many 
other families in the county can 
trace their family roots back to 
those buried here as well. Civil 

War Veteran, Captain A.T. Field-
er, kept a diary detailing the four 
years of the Civil War as he ex-
perienced them. It has been pub-
lished verbatim.

 Captain Fielder, at age 47, left 
behind bride and home to fi ght 
for the Confederacy, enlisting 
with what was originally called 
the Friendship Volunteers. Fielder 
fought in the battles of Belmont, 

Shiloh, the Kentucky Campaign, 
Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, 
Missionary Ridge, and the Atlan-
ta campaign. Fielder was severely 
wounded, recovered, and rejoined 
the Army of Tennessee in time for 
the surrender in April, 1865. His 
diary is currently one of the most 
detailed Civil War diaries in the 
possession of the Tennessee His-
torical Society. 

 At Brigance Cemetery, the path 
to restoration took over a month. 
Some days, Michael worked alone. 
Other days, he worked alongside 
other volunteers. Following the 
cutting of numerous saplings, Dr. 
Tony Emison rented machinery to 
help remove the cut trees from the 
premises. 

 The very day of our interview, 
Michael and Dr. Emison jour-
neyed to Rose Hill Cemetery in 
Humboldt to help with the repa-
rations on a stone. Michael is glad 
to meet with others interested in 
restoring a cemetery, glad to lend 
his expertise that came about with 
“learning by doing.” 

 Michael and others interviewed 
for this month’s Crockett Rocket 
edition hold high hopes that their 
story will encourage others to take 
an interest in maintaining and re-
storing stones in their own family 
plots or church cemeteries. Af-
ter all, Michael shares, “There is 
more to caring for a cemetery than 
simply keeping the grass mowed.” 
Michael says, “Each of us are only 
here for a short while. Nobody 
knows how long. We should each 
make some effort to help humani-
ty in the time we have.” 

 A poem, Michael shares, ex-
plains the connection he feels to 
those who have gone before him. 
It is a reminder of the reason be-
hind the need to pay respects to 
these who paved the way for us to 
have the life we enjoy.

Michael Avery and Dr. Tony Emison partner to repair a headstone at 
Rose Hill Cemetery in Humboldt.

DEAR ANCESTOR
“Your tombstone stands among the 

restoration
Neglected and alone.
The name and date are chiseled out
On polished marble stone.
It reaches out to all who care.

It is too late to mourn.
You did not know that I exist.
You died and I was born.
Yet each of us are cells of you
In fl esh, and blood, and bone.
Our blood contracts and keeps a 

pulse
Entirely not our own.
Dear Ancestor, the place you fi lled,
One hundred years ago,
Spreads out among the ones you left
Who would have loved you so.

I wonder how you lived and loved.
I wonder if you knew
That someday I would fi nd this spot
And come to visit you.

By Walter Butler Palmer
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Buck Creek St. Jude Trail Ride is Sept. 23-26
September is Childhood Cancer 

Awareness Month.  The team or-
ganizing the Buck Creek St, Jude 
Trail Ride to be held September 
23-26th is busy making plans, dec-
orating and getting the community 
involved in this annual event.  Red 
yard signs are displayed at local 
businesses and homes throughout 
West Tennessee showing they are 
a proud supporter.  Signs are avail-
able for a donation of $20 and may 
be picked up at the Crockett Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce, Peoples 
Bank, Grow Nutrition, Maury City 
Nutrition, Nutrition on the Farm, 
Friendship Nutrition, Judy Mask 
or Angela Webb.  All of the local 
schools are doing a change drive 
through September 15th and win-
ning classes from each school will 
receive t-shirts and extra incen-
tives. 

Beginning Thursday, September 
23rd, the fun kicks off with a pa-

rade leaving 95 Weaver Road in 
Alamo at 4:00 pm and will travel 
into the city of Alamoon West Main 
Street circling court square and 
ending at Alamo Nursing Home.  
Everyone is invited to participate 
in the parade with golf carts, side 
by sides, trailers, horses or ride in 
the wagon. Spectators may line up 
along West Main Street and around 
court square in Alamo.  Music will 
be provided by Kimberlie Helton 
Band on Thursday night, Theron 
Gean and the Cowboys and Mick-
ey Utley Band on Friday night, and 
Matt Boone and Ronnie McDowell 
on Saturday night.  The campfi re 
cookoff will be judged on Friday 
night at 6:00 pm.  Categories in-
clude main dishes, soups/stews, 
and desserts.  Friday and Saturday, 
goat roping practice will begin at 
6:00 pm and roping at 7:00 pm 
each night.  

Saturday is packed full of events 

including the organized horse ride 
and the Iron Horse Ride leaving 
Weaver Farms at 9 am after an ae-
rial group picture and prayer for 
safety.  A local Boy Scout troop 
will also be providing a fl ag cer-
emony.  For more information on 
the Iron Horse ride please contact 
Jolanda Hargett at 731-431-4310.  
All horses entering Weaver Farms 
will need to provide a negative 
coggins and out of state horses will 
also need a current health certifi -
cate.  The live auction will begin at 
2:00 pm.  If you have auction items 
to donate, you may contact Jane 
Harden 731-225-5101 or Vickie 
Branch 731-676-2230 or drop off 
at Mid-South Farmers Co-op in Al-
amo.  Games will be held through-
out the weekend such as Don’t For-
get the Lyrics and Bingo.  The Best 
Western Showcase featuring all 
ages dressed up in their best west-
ern outfi t will be judged on Best 

Overall, Best Hat, Best Boots, Big-
gest Belt Buckle, Best Chaps, Best 
Button Up, Best Smile, Best Per-
sonality and Best Hair. Campsites 
will have a friendly competition of 
being judged as cutest campsite, 
coziest campsite, most patriotic 
campsite, and best representation 
of your hometown. 

T-shirts will be sold throughout 
the weekend and vendors and food 
trucks will be providing delicious 
meals for visitors. If you have been 
collecting can tabs for the Ronald 
McDonald House, there will be 
a container located by the stage.  
Cody Nance, PBR Bullrider, will 
be attending this year with his 
mechanical bull and visiting with 
his fans. Weekend armbands will 
be available at the gate for $30 or 
daily passes for $15.  ALL PRO-
CEEDS benefi t St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital.  Please make 
plans to attend.  
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9/11
An Attack on the World

The terrorist attacks of September 
11, 2001 were perpetrated on Amer-
ican soil and in American airspace, 
but the tragedy that unfolded on 
9/11 affected countries across the 
globe.

The attacks on 9/11 claimed the 
lives of citizens of 78 countries.

People around the world mourned 
those who perished in the attacks, 
and various world leaders made 
comments that refl ected the global 
impact of the senseless acts of vio-

lence that were perpetrated on 9/11. 
The comments from then-German 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder re-
fl ect how shaken the world was in 
the aftermath of the attacks.

“They were not only attacks on 
the people in the United States, 
our friends in America,” Schroeder 
said, “but also against the entire civ-
ilized world, against our own free-
dom, against our own values, values 
which we share with the American 
people.”
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Boxes of Blessings
BY JUDY POSTON

judyposton1963@gmail.com
     Vicki Edwards’ roots extend to Crockett 

County. Her grandparents, Willie and Mary Ed-
wards, fi lled a pew with their children at Pond 
Creek Methodist Church each Sunday, as they 
reared their family. Vicki’s father, Max, grad-
uated from Hamlett Robertson 
High School in Crockett Mills. 
His sisters, Vickie’s aunts, Carolyn 
Prescott and Joy Nell Woods, con-
tinue to live in Crockett County 
where they have reared their own 
families.

     As the daughter of an Air Force 
career veteran, Vicki grew up in 
a variety of locales as her family 
moved wherever Uncle Sam beck-
oned. She graduated from high 
school in Germany. She graduat-
ed college in Georgia. Max’s fi nal 
assignment landed the family in 
Texas.

     It was here, in Dallas, that 
Vicki began her 35 year, (and still 
counting) teaching career. Fol-
lowing eight years in the inter-
city school system and her mom’s 
death, Vicki knew she was ready 
for a change. She longed for a place 
with four seasons, whereas, Tex-
as, she says, seemed to have only 
three - “hot, hotter, and holy cow!” 
Vicki sought the LORD, and she 
tells, He provided..... Chattanooga, 
Tennessee is home to Vicki now.

     Vicki had begun her teach-
ing career in regular ed. In time, 
she took a position working with 
intellectually gifted children. This year, she con-
tinues this work with an itinerary that includes 
teaching at fi ve different schools. Vicki loves her 
work.

     Vicki shares that she fi nds herself led peri-
odically to pray the Prayer of Jabez as found in 
I Chronicles 4:10, “And Jabez called on the God 
of Israel, saying, “Oh, that thou wouldest bless 
me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine 
hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest 
keep me from evil...” Vicki can clearly attest, 
“God really does answer prayer.”

     In 2019, Vicki was assigned to work with 
Ooltewuah School. The Holy Spirit put it upon 
her heart to inquire of the principal if she might 
be allowed to conduct a prayer group with inter-
ested faculty and staff. Upon obtaining permis-

sion, Vicki gave out the invitation. Thirty of her 
co-workers signed up to participate in the week-
ly prayer time held every Wednesday afternoon 
at the close of the school day. 

     Vicki made it a tradition to draw a name 
once a month for one in the prayer group to re-
ceive a small gift. It was the month of February 

and Vicki was considering what she might give 
for that month. She decided to use the themes of  
“Christ, love, and hope,” incorporating them into 
short inspirational notes written on small post it 
notes which she folded and tucked into a jar. The 
result? It was a grand hit with the recipient.

     Vicki began to think about the possibilities 
of taking this a step further. Her mind even be-
gan to consider turning it into a small business. 
However, there were improvements she wanted 
to make fi rst. One idea centered around rolling 
the small pieces of paper to look like little scrolls 
– since many would hold scripture, she thought 
this appropriate. For this, she decided she would 
need tiny rubber bands. But, where to fi nd them? 
Vicki quickly located just what she needed on-
line at Sally’s Beauty Supply. Vicki’s excitement 

was building. However, she hadn’t yet put feet to 
her plans. Something held her back.

     It was April, 2020. Covid-19 was making 
vast and drastic changes in our society. Vicki’s 
spirit was heavy. She was under a two week 
quarantine, and she still didn’t know what she 
was supposed to do with the scrolls. Vicki looked 

out her window. She recalls the ex-
act spot she stood in, the date, the 
very hour, when the Holy Spirit 
again spoke to her assuring her she 
WOULD do something else with 
her small scrolls. They WOULD 
be her “bread and butter.” BUT, 
fi rst, there was something else she 
must do. The fi rst scrolls were to 
be given away for free. 

     The Spirit told her, “Forty 
Days of Hope.” It would become 
her theme for this initial project. 
Vicki expressed a willing trust to 
do as the LORD led. She told Him, 
“I don’t know how....,but, I will be 
obedient.” Her mind immediately 
went to II Kings 4 – and the widow 
who had no money to pay her cred-
itors that her family might live in 
peace and freedom. The only thing 
of value she had in her home was 
a pot of oil. Elisha, the prophet, 
told her to borrow from her neigh-
bors as many vessels as she could 
obtain. This she did. Elisha then 
told her to fi ll every vessel with oil 
from her pot. She did. There was 
enough to fi ll every vessel and still 
there remained oil in her pot. Eli-
sha then told her to sell the vessels 
of oil and use the money to pay her 

debts. 
     Just as Gideon put out a fl eece, Vicki, too, 

asked God, for confi rmation. Then she sat and 
waited. She began to feel a warmth as though she 
were wrapped in light. She knew the LORD was 
about to do something. 

     She had determined it would take a hundred 
dollars just to purchase the number of rubber 
bands she needed from Sally’s Beauty Supply. 
She also knew the “Bank of Edwards” was run-
ning mighty low. At that moment, Vicki’s phone 
rang. It was her long-time friend, Jana. Excit-
edly, Vicki shared with her dear friend what the 
LORD was doing in her life. By the time she fi n-
ished her story, Jana had caught the excitement 
as well. “Would it help if I gave you one hundred 
dollars?” she asked. Vicki asked that Jana go on-

Nanise Cabrera, Director of Emergency Department at Montfi ore 
Hospital in the Bronx. She loved the scrolls and shared with all her 
associates. She said the 1st one she opened felt like it was meant for 
her. The writer of the message even had the same initials as her and the 
words, she said, were beautiful.
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line to spend the money with Sally’s which she 
did. The rubber bands were scheduled to arrive 
at Vicki’s address the following week. 

     Vicki realized the LORD’S direction was 
guiding her toward making scrolls for those in 
the medical fi eld serving on the front line in 
the battle against Covid. She reached out to her 
prayer partners to aid in discerning what should 
go on the scrolls. In the end, it was adults, fami-
lies, and even children who contributed to what 
should be put on the scrolls. 

     As Vicki continued toward the goal God had 
laid on her heart, everything fell into place. An-
other friend, Tricia, owned a printing company. 
It was Tricia who offered to format and print the 
messages. She also had a fancy machine to com-
plete the cutting done to form the scrolls from 
sheets of pretty paper. 

     Vicki’s home is small with little extra space. 
It would take lots of room to roll the pieces of 
paper into scrolls. The project would also take a 
good amount of time to create the sets of small 
scrolls. Again, God met the need.

     Numerous volunteers, including youth and 
children, helped with the rolling of the papers 
into scrolls. Most of these came to Vicki’s home 
to pick up the papers, took them to their home, 
completed the work, and returned them to Vicki’s 
house. Some volunteers lived forty miles round 
trip, but gladly drove the distance, contributing 

the time and effort to help. A former student of 
Vicki’s – a Hindu family – aided with the rolling 
of the scrolls. The words of Christ were on every 
single page. Various individuals prayed over the 
scrolls including members of the congregation 
at Vicki’s home church. The fi nished product is 
placed in pretty boxes. The idea is to pull a scroll 
from the box each day, unroll it and read it for 
help, comfort, strength, and encouragement. 

     Some of these scrolls went to the medical 
workers who staff the Mercy Ships which had 
been in New York City, but had moved to anoth-
er area by the time the scrolls were ready. The 
LORD directed Vicki to send some to Montefi o-
re Hospital in the Bronx.  As Vicki began to pre-
pare these to give away, she felt a special burden 
for the New York City Police Force. She hoped 
to get the small boxes of scrolls into their hands. 
In each instance, the LORD opened a door, 
making possible the sharing of the scrolls with 
top personal. The chief of staff over Montefi ore 
Hospital let Vicki know the scrolls had been “the 
greatest blessing” to him. Vicki says, assuredly, 
“You can hear from God. As long as you seek to 
do His will, and not put your own spin on things, 
He will open doors.”

     Now that Vicki has been obedient to the 
LORD in the thing He asked her to do, He has 
freed her “do her thing,” which remains a min-
istry for Him, His glory, and His honor. Vickie 

calls her ministry, “Boxes of Blessings.” Boxes 
Vickie had created include those for adults who 
are coping with anxiety, children who are wor-
ried and need encouragement, high school grad-
uates, and for bride and grooms beginning their 
life’s journey together. 

     A Mary Kay representative asked her to 
make some she could give to encourage others 
who work with her in the cosmetic business. 
Offi ce workers in a church draw a card from a 
box every Friday to use for their staff’s devotion. 
Carolyn King asked Vicki to make one to give as 
a gift to her granddaughter on her wedding day. 
A mom and her children draw one every day on 
their way to school. They use this as a devotion 
as they are driving along. Children’s boxes in-
clude cards that have questions and answers.  

     Vicki feels the leading of the LORD is di-
recting her next project to include boxes with 
scrolls for those who are grieving. She plans to 
prepare “grief” boxes for adults, youth, and chil-
dren. There are plans for the children’s grief box-
es to be marketed in both English and Spanish 
versions. She hopes, also, to market some of the 
grief boxes directly to funeral homes. 

     “I love pretty paper,” says Vicki, who cus-
tomizes the orders to suit the taste of the one re-
ceiving the box. For instance, scrolls may be done 
in various shades of blue, bright neon colors, or 
soft shades of pastels. A box given as a wedding 
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gift could be customized to match wedding col-
ors or the décor of the couple’s new home. Vicki 
offers everything from patriotic paper to simple 
black and white to paper that resembles bricks, 
rocks, water, and trees. Most boxes are 4x4 inch-
es in size. The boxes made for the Mary Kay 
ladies were 3x3 and contained about 35 scrolls 
The grief boxes contain about 77 scrolls. Others 
may contain 365  - one to be opened for each day 
of the year.

     Vickie also uses the name of the person 
the box is for in some of the messages to make 
them seem more personable. Too, she customiz-
es the messages whether they are for a teacher or 
pastor, a mom or a nurse, male or female. Vicki 
relies on the LORD to give her the words as she 
prays for the person who will receive the box.

     In regards to the grief boxes, Vicki is re-
minded that no two people grieve in exactly the 
same way, yet, as she seeks the LORD’S direc-
tion, there is the fi rm belief that God has guid-
ed her in such a way to those 77 messages that 
when a person opens a scroll on a particular day 
in their grief process, that message will minister 
to the heart, bringing the exact help and healing 
needed since the LORD knows that person’s 
specifi c need for that specifi c day. “The LORD 
is awesome,” Vicki declares.

     For more information on how to purchase 
Boxes of Blessings, please contact Vicki by 

phoning 423-486-8680. You can also learn more 
at letusblessyou.com.

The great preacher, C.H. Spurgeon,said some-
thing I feel compelled to share. “The highest sci-
ence, the loftiest speculation,the mightiest phi-
losophy that can ever engage the attention of a 
child of God, is the name, the nature, the person, 
the work, the doings, and the existence of the 
great God whom he calls His Father.” 

John 17:3 “This is eternal, that they might 
know Thee, the only true God.”

     Remember that we are spiritual beings and 
this broken, sin sick world is not our home. Our 
time on earth is fi nite, but our time in Heaven 
will be infi nite.

     If  you are feeling overwhelmed by the state 
of the world, open the Word of God and just read 
for a while. Spend time in the Old Testament and 
watch how God moved in the lives of his people.  
Learn about His unchanging character, either for 
the fi rst time or as a refresher. It’s astonishing 
how joyous your heart feels when you ponder 
God for a while, as Spurgeon admonished us to 
do. Compare those feelings with the ones you 
have while considering the state of our planet to-
day. It’s kind of like savoring the delicious fl avor 
of a fresh, juicy peach and then taking a bite of 
imitation, sugar free jello. There is no favorable 
comparison. So what will you spend your time 
pondering today?

Strips of paper ready to be rolled into scrolls 
to be placed in the boxes and sent to medical 
personal on the front lines in the Covid 
pandemic.
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God’s Word is Truth
One of the most powerful tools that we 

possess is our tongue.  With that same 
tool, someone could speak the gospel to 
another and save a soul, or cause one to 
believe a lie and be damned.  One could 
encourage another and help that person 
to gain or regain confidence and go on to 
be a success; or one could destroy anoth-
er by careless or evil-intentioned words.  
An uncontrolled tongue has no place in a 
Christian.  James makes the issue abun-
dantly clear:  “If any man among you 
seem to be religious, and bridleth not 
his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, 
this man’s religion is vain” [James 1:26].  
“Even so the tongue is a little member, 
and boasteth great things. Behold, how 
great a matter a little fire kindleth!  And 
the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: 
so is the tongue among our members, that 
it defileth the whole body, and setteth on 
fire the course of nature; and it is set on 
fire of hell” [James 3:5-6]. 

Solomon pointed out the value of the 
right word at the right time:  “A word 
fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pic-
tures of silver.  As an earring of gold, 
and an ornament of fine gold, so is a 
wise reprover upon an obedient ear” 
[Proverbs 25:11-12].  This is especial-
ly true of words of compassion, love, 
and encouragement.  “A man hath joy 
by the answer of his mouth: and a word 

spoken in due season, how good is it!” 
[Proverbs 15:23].  The right word at the 
right time can accomplish wondrous re-
sults.  “Pleasant words are as an honey-
comb, sweet to the soul, and health to the 
bones” [Proverbs 16:24].  “The tongue 
of the just is as choice silver: the heart 
of the wicked is little worth” [Proverbs 
10:20].

To do these things, however, we must 
plan and imbue ourselves with this type 
of behavior.  Diligent study of God’s 
word, taken to heart, is the only start-
ing point that will work.  “The heart of 
the righteous studieth to answer: but the 
mouth of the wicked poureth out evil 
things” [Proverbs 15:28].  “The heart of 
the wise teacheth his mouth, and addeth 
learning to his lips.  Pleasant words are 
as an honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and 
health to the bones” [Proverbs 16:23-
24].  Sometimes, the best course is in 
knowing when not to speak:  “He that 
hath knowledge spareth his words: and a 
man of understanding is of an  excel-
lent spirit.  Even a fool, when he holdeth 
his peace, is counted wise: and he that 
shutteth his lips is esteemed a man of un-
derstanding” [Proverbs 17:27-28].

We must prepare ourselves to speak 
right words.  “The preparations of the 
heart in man, and the answer of the 

tongue, is from the Lord” [Proverbs 
16:1].  “Hear counsel, and receive in-
struction, that thou mayest be wise in thy 
latter end” [Proverbs 19:20].  “In the lips 
of him that hath understanding, wisdom 
is found: but a rod is for the back of him 
that is void of understanding.  Wise men 
lay up knowledge: but the mouth of the 
foolish is near destruction” [Proverbs 
10:13-14].

We must always give due consideration 
to the impact of our words.  “Let your 
speech be alway with grace, seasoned 
with salt, that ye may know how ye ought 
to answer every man” [Colossians 4:6].  
“There is that speaketh like the piercings 
of a sword: but the tongue of the wise is 
health.  The lip of truth shall be estab-
lished for ever: but a lying tongue is but 
for a moment” [Proverbs 12:18-19].  “I 
said, ‘I will take heed to my ways, that 
I sin not with my tongue: I will keep my 
mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is 
before me’” [Psalm 39:1].  It is a good 
thing to do, proverbially speaking!

 
church of Christ at Crossroads
Charles Yawn

Please visit us at 2118 Johnsons Grove 
Road, Bells, TN 38006
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Death Notice
Mary Kathryn Gibbons

December 21, 1932 – August 28, 2021

Funeral services 
for Mrs. Mary 
“Kathryn” Gibbons, 
age 88, were held at 
2:00 pm, Wednes-
day, September 1, 
2021, at Pond Creek 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l 
Methodist Church 
with Bro. Joe Hall 
as the offi ciant. In-
terment immedi-
ately followed at 
Oakview Memorial Gardens.

Mrs. Gibbons passed away on 
Saturday, August 28, 2021. She 
was born on December 21, 1932, 
in Bells, Tennessee, to the late Ray-
mond and Thelma Arnold. Along 
with being a wife, mom, sister, 
and Granny, she was blessed with 
many loving friends. She loved her 
church, Pond Creek Methodist, and 
was a very active member there. 
She cared greatly for her puppy 
dog, Knox, and they shared many 
happy days together.

She worked as a machine opera-
tor at Kellwood, a quality inspector 
at Angelica, and later an employ-
ee at Alamo Outlet. She loved her 
family and shared so many sweet 
memories with them. She attended 
many school and sporting events 
to support her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren through the 
years. She taught us through her 
actions to love Jesus, work hard, 
and to love each other. She enjoyed 

spending time with 
her family, cook-
ing for others, and 
supporting-the local 
veterans. Her lega-
cy will live on in the 
lives of those she 
loved best.

She was preceded 
in death by her lov-
ing husband, John 
Aldon Gibbons, and 
great-granddaugh-

ter, Anna Lambert.
Surviving relatives are her daugh-

ters, Marilyn Tillman (Larry), Cin-
dy Ferrell (Darron); brother, Car-
mack Arnold (Bea); grandchildren, 
Melissa Holyfi eld (Derek), Brian 
Lambert (Somer), Jeremy Lambert 
(Tania), Chad Tillman (Amy); 10 
great-grandchildren, Will, Halle, 
and Till Kathryn Holyfi eld; Alli-
son, Grayson, and Preston Lambert; 
Jake Lambert; Lucy, Cooper, and 
Annie Tillman.

In lieu of fl owers, the fami-
ly asked that memorials be made 
to NOAH, Pond Creek Cemetery 
Fund, or Crockett County Veterans 
Memorial.

Pallbearers for the service were 
Brian Lambert, Jeremy Lambert, 
Chad Tillman, Derek Holyfi eld, 
Will Holyfi eld, Grayson Lambert, 
and Preston Lambert.

Visitation was held, Tuesday, Au-
gust 31, 2021, from 6:00-8:00 pm at 
Ronk Funeral Home. 

Fall Flavors Shine in a Chewy Cookie
Fall is a season of cooler tem-

peratures and changing leaves, 
and it also marks the return of 
autumn fl avor profi les. Root veg-
etables, roasts and heartier fare 
are prime cooking ingredients this 
time of year. In terms of baking, 
treats spiced with ginger and cin-
namon are in demand each fall.

Carrot cake and oatmeal cook-
ies are familiar favorites this 
time of year. In this recipe for 
“Carrot Cake Oatmeal Cookies” 
from “Live Well Bake Cookies” 
(Quarto Group) by Danielle Rye, 
delicious spiced carrot cake is 
transformed into a soft and chewy 
cookie.

Carrot Cake Oatmeal Cookies
Makes 22 cookies

1 cup all-purpose fl our, spooned 
and leveled

1⁄2 teaspoon baking soda
1⁄4 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon ground ginger
11⁄2 cups old-fashioned rolled 

oats
1⁄2 cup (1 stick) unsalted butter, 

softened
1⁄2 cup packed light brown sugar
1⁄4 cup granulated sugar
1 large egg, at room temperature
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
3⁄4 cup lightly packed freshly grat-

ed carrots
1⁄3 cup raisins
1⁄3 cup chopped walnuts

1. Preheat the oven to 350 F. Line 
two large baking sheets with parch-

ment paper or silicone baking mats 
and set aside.

2. In a large mixing bowl, whisk 
together the fl our, baking soda, salt, 
ground cinnamon, ground nutmeg, 
and ground ginger until well com-
bined. Stir in the old-fashioned 
rolled oats and set aside.

3. In the bowl of a stand mixer fi t-
ted with the paddle attachment or in 
a large mixing bowl using a hand-
held mixer, beat the butter, brown 
sugar and granulated sugar togeth-
er for 1 to 2 minutes, or until well 
combined.

4. Mix in the egg and vanilla ex-
tract until fully combined, making 
sure to stop and scrape down the 
sides of the bowl as needed.

5. Mix in the dry ingredients un-
til just combined, then fold in the 
grated carrots, raisins and chopped 
walnuts until fully incorporated.

6. Using a 11⁄2-tablespoon cookie 
scoop, scoop the cookie dough onto 
the prepared baking sheets, making 
sure to leave a little room between 
each one. Gently press each ball of 
cookie dough down to slightly fl at-
ten it.

7. Bake for 12 to 15 minutes, or 
until the tops of the cookies are set 
and the edges are lightly browned. 
Remove from the oven, and allow 
the cookies to cool on the baking 
sheets for 5 to 10 minutes, then 
carefully transfer the cookies to a 
wire rack to cool completely.

8. Store the cookies in an airtight 
container at room temperature for 
up to 3 days.
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Participating in Bid Day at The University of Tennessee, Martin 
recently were (front row, from left: Frannie Archer, Ellie Hoover, 
Hadley Mansfi eld, Carmen Taylor, (back row) Raegan Holyfi eld, Liv 
Morford, Molly Parlow and Abbie Ward.

Crockett Ladies Take Part 
in UTM Bid Day

Several young ladies from Crockett County were among the students at 
The Universoty of Tennessee, Martin who recently participated in Bid Day 
for sororities.

Raegan and Ellie:Delta Gamma
Liv, Frannie and Carmen: Pi Beta Phi
Molly and Hadley: Chi Omega
Abbie: Tri Delta

Crockett County
School District News
Help for Waverly!
Crockett County School District 

worked with our local EMS and 
community to Pack the Bus for 
Flood Victims.

Bus Driver 
Appreciation

Crockett County School District 
appreciates their school bus drivers!  
Sept. 16 is Bus Driver Appreciation! 

Thank you to all of our bus drivers 
— Cindi Thompson, Cindy Barrett, 
Eric Mansfi eld, Rob Achee, Wesley 
Hart, Todd Ottinger, Justin Cichel-
lo, Duke Kail, Brandon Blackwell, 
Sandra Qualls, Jr. Elmore, Suz-
ie Cooke, Shelia Lockett, Joanne 
Friend, Jessica Miller, Josh Holt, 
Gwinn Watson, Cody Dew and Bret 
Piatt.

Crockett County School District 
has been doing lots of construction 
and additions to our schools for our 
students, staff, and patrons. Projects 
have been funded by grant and local 
funds. Here are a few projects!

BCBS Park
Our BlueCross BlueShield grant 

funded community park! Thank 
a Crockett County Board Mem-
ber-our district help pay for pavil-
ion and restroom addition! Watch 
for our grand opening date!

Vocational 
Building Upgrades

Vocational Building: Students are 
in classrooms and fi nal touches are 
almost complete.

New Practice Gym
New Practice gym: Preparing for 

the foundation. Hope to see big 
changes in next few weeks!

School Changes
Crockett County Middle School 

remodeled LRE classrooms and 
added on to the kitchen area. Friend-
ship and Maury City elementary 
schools have new HVAC air condi-
tioning for their gyms.

CCMS 8th grade addition: 
8 additional classrooms and 
restrooms for our 8th graders. 
Hope to see students in here after 
Fall Break!

Cavalier Stadium is awaiting 
fi nal touches.
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Perry Is 2021
Armfi ght Champion

Blake Perry, a dep-
uty with the Crock-
ett County Sheriff’s 
Department, is a very 
strong man.

He recently proved 
his strength in the 
Super Heavyweight 
Division of the St. 
Louis Armfi ght Cham-
pionship.

Blake earned the 
Strongest Badge in the 
Super Heavyweight 
Division August 14. 

He placed fi rst in 
right hand and fi rst 
in left hand com-
petitions. He then 
advanced to win his 
Super Match.

Congrats Blake on a 
job well done!

Above, Blake Perry 
with Harold Owens II.
At left: Trophies won 
by Blake Perry at the 
St. Louis Armfi ght 
Championship.
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From left: Rainey Burgess, Turner Matthews, Connor Smith, Carter 
Spence, Toby Rice (third place), Jase Emison (second place), John Had-
don Holmberg (fi rst place), and Finn Hutchison – all are ages 4 and 5 and 
competed in the Kiddie Tractor Pull at the West Tennessee Cotton Festival.

From left: Bentley King, Hutch Henderson, Maddox Tucker (3rd place), 
Avery Emison (1st place), and Liam Spence (2nd place) competed in the 
Kiddie Tractor Pull at the West Tennessee Cotton Festival.

From left: Raegan McCoy, Jack Hutchison (1st place), Ruthie Tucker 
(2nd place), Emmalynn Medlin(3rd place), and Annalee McCoy Ages 
8-10 competed at the West Tennessee Cotton Festival Kiddie Tractor Pull.

ACS Cheer Squad
Alamo City School cheerleaders Adalyn Baker, Londyn Bray, Kylie But-

ler, Georgi Conley, Kate Davis, Blakelyn Edwards, Gracie Farmer, Callie 
Freeman, Addie Hoover, Madalyn Jones, Elizabeth Martin, Layla Stewart, 
Zaneria Wade and Sophie Woods. Their coach is Abby Spraggins.
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How Communities Can Honor 20th Anniversary of 9/11
It’s been 20 years since 

the terrorist group Al-Qaeda 
coordinated a series of four 
terrorist attacks against the 
United States on September 
11, 2001. The attacks claimed 
the lives of more than 2,900 
individuals, making them the 
deadliest terrorist attacks in 
world history.

Despite the tragic loss 
of life on 9/11, millions of 
people also drew inspiration 
from the efforts of heroic fi rst 
responders who did anything 
they could to get people to 
safety. Many of those fi rst re-
sponders perished while sav-
ing countless lives, and thou-
sands more have suffered 
long-term health problems 
related to the attacks. This 
fall, communities can come 
together to commemorate the 
20th anniversary of 9/11 in 
recognition of both the lives 
lost and the sacrifi ces made 

by fi rst responders and their 
families.

• Read the names of lo-
cals who lost their lives due 
to 9/11. The terrorists behind 
9/11 hijacked four planes on 
the morning of that fateful 
day. Those planes depart-
ed from airports on the east 
coast of the United States, 
but communities across the 
country and even the globe 
were affected by the attacks 
and their aftermath. Com-
munities can commemorate 
their fallen heroes by reading 
aloud the names of those who 
lost their lives in relation to 
9/11. That can include com-
munity members who lost 
their lives during the attacks 
and fi rst responders who per-
ished during the immediate 
response to the attacks or due 
to long-term health compli-
cations resulting from their 
participation in the response.

• Honor local military 
personnel. The War in Af-
ghanistan began shortly after 
September 11 as a joint ef-
fort on the part of the United 
States and its allies to drive 
the Taliban from power and 
deny the terrorists responsi-
ble for 9/11 a place to safely 
operate. The war is ongoing 
and is the longest war in U.S. 
history. As of May 2021, the 
U.S. Defense Department 
reported more than 2,300 
American troops had lost 
their lives and nearly 21,000 
had been wounded during the 
war. Communities can ac-
knowledge these losses when 
commemorating the 20th an-
niversary of 9/11 and make a 
concerted effort to thank mil-
itary members and their fam-
ilies for their sacrifi ces in the 
20 years since the war began.

• Honor current fi rst re-
sponders. Many men and 

women who continue to 
work as policemen, fi remen, 
EMTs, nurses, and doctors 
participated in the response 
to 9/11 20 years ago. A walk 
of honor or another type of 
public recognition of their 
efforts can be incorporated 
into local events to com-
memorate the 20th anniver-
sary of 9/11. Communities 
also can invite fi rst respond-
ers who were not part of the 
9/11 response to participate 
in these events, as their ef-
forts to keep their communi-
ties safe are worthy of rec-
ognition as well.

The terrorist attacks on 
9/11 took place 20 years 
ago. Communities can com-
memorate that anniversary 
by honoring the fallen he-
roes and the men and wom-
en who continue to work to 
make their towns and cities 
safe.
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