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Meeting Mrs. Dawn – 
Maury City Elementary’s New Principal

BY JUDY POSTON
judyposton1963@gmail.com

 What drew Dawn Carmack to Crock-
ett County Schools? She had inter-
viewed at Crockett County Middle 
School before accepting the job as prin-
cipal at Maury City Elementary. In both 
buildings, she quickly recognized AND 
appreciated a characteristic in teachers 
that is real throughout the county: “EV-
ERYONE LOVES THEIR SCHOOL!” 
Of her new position, Dawn says, “My 
job is to love on teachers so they can 
love on kids.”

 Dawn, a native of Lauderdale County 
and a graduate of Ripley High School, 
grew up in a farm family. She began 
young working at the Durhamville Gin 
which was owned by her family. Her 
mother remained the manager there for 
many years. 

 Just across the road from the gin was 
her grandfather’s country store. The 
store was divided into two parts – one 
half was stocked in groceries, the oth-
er half in farm implements. Dawn was 
given the job of slicing the liverwurst 
and souse for sandwiches ordered for 
lunch by the farmers. Although this was 
not exactly a favorite part of the job, she 
declares it was great fun growing up in 
these surroundings. Later, she would 
operate Carmack Strawberry Farm for 
twenty one years. 

 Dawn graduated from Memphis 
State, since renamed University of 
Memphis. She earned her education 
specialist degree from Arkansas State.

 Dawn has served in the fi eld of ed-
ucation since 1993, taking a hiatus of 
six years in the middle of that time. 
She taught U.S. History for some six-
teen years in grades 7th -12th. She has 
served as an instructional data coach as 
well. Her last assignment was at Ripley 
High School as assistant principal. 

 When Dawn reached a point where 
she felt a change was needed, it was 
Leigh Ann Shelton who encouraged her 
to apply for the position of elementary 

principal at Maury City. For those who 
know both Dawn and the climate and 
characteristics of MCES, all agree it is 
a perfect fi t. 

 Dawn is looking forward to the op-
portunity the new job affords of being 
around little kids, AND, she says, “I 
do love a challenge.” She goes on to 
tell that she also loves to decorate and 
wants to make the school look even bet-
ter. She has been found throughout the 
summer moving this to that wall and 
then over to this wall and 
then...she wants to get it 
just right. Dawn’s other 
interests include reading. 
She says her happy place 
is relaxing in her pool, 
and when the coming 
of fall necessitates closing it down, it 
always makes her sad. Traveling is an-
other passion, perhaps the result of her 
life as a history teacher. “I like to go to 
places where I can learn,” she states. 

 After living in Brighton for a number 
of years, Dawn moved back to Ripley 
one year ago. She is mom to two chil-
dren – a sixteen-year-old son who is a 
student at Brighton High School and a 
twenty-one year old daughter who fol-
lowed her mother’s footsteps to attend 
University of Memphis where she is 
completing her senior year. 

 On the last Thursday in July, Dawn 
and the teachers and staff at MCES 
were overjoyed to welcome back stu-
dents, their parents, and families with 
an open house. Opportunities to attend 
a school-wide meeting in the cafeteria 
were offered twice in the afternoon. On 
each occasion, the lunchroom was fi lled 
to overfl owing with kids and parents 
eager to meet their new principal. As 
for Dawn, she was glad they could see 
her without a mask so as to be able to 
completely realize what she looks like. 
She greeted the group with a smile and 
promised to keep the meeting short as 
she told them she knew they were more 
than anxious to get a look at their new 
classrooms, say hello to their teachers, 
and fi nd out who would be their class-
mates for the new school year. 

 Dawn shares her thanks to everyone 
for rolling out the welcoming mat for 
her - “Everyone has been wonderful.”

 She looks forward to fostering an 
environment where adults and children 
encourage and lift each other up. She 
says, “Students should have the oppor-
tunity to learn in an environment where 
they feel safe and loved.”

 The Crockett Rocket’s best wishes 
for a successful school year, where 
every student and teacher, staff mem-
ber and administrator thrive, goes to 
each school in the county, Alamo City 
School, Bells Elementary School, 
Friendship Elementary, Gadsden El-
ementary, Maury City Elementa-
ry, Crockett County Middle School, 
Crockett County High School, and 
Crockett Christian School. The love-
ly new mural at Crockett Mills says it 
best, may you all, “Bloom Where You 
Are Planted.”
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Wildlife and Landscape Photo Contest Now Open
Tennessee Wildlife 
Federation asking 
photographers to submit 
wildlife, landscape photos

Tennessee Wildlife Federation, one of the 
largest and oldest nonprofits dedicated to 
conserving the state’s wildlife and natural re-
sources, has opened submissions for its wild-
life and landscape photo contest.

Now in its 7th year, the contest collects and 
selects the most astounding professional and 
amateur photographs of our state. Photogra-
phers are encouraged to submit their best im-
ages that capture Tennessee’s stunning natu-
ral resources. Submissions can be made Aug. 
1 through Aug. 31 at tnwf.org/Photo.

A panel of judges will select the best pho-
tos to be showcased in the Federation’s 2022 
calendar and featured across the Federation’s 
digital platforms. Winners will also receive a 
variety of prizes including gift cards, Federa-
tion apparel and Patagonia gear. 

“From breathtaking views to diverse wild-
life, Tennessee has a lot to offer photogra-
phers and we can’t wait to see what they 
capture,” said Kendall McCarter, chief devel-
opment officer for Tennessee Wildlife Feder-
ation. 

The deadline to submit photos is 11:59 p.m. 
CT Aug. 31. Voting for the People’s Choice 
winner will be open for the public on Sept. 8. 

For more information and official contest 
rules visit tnwf.org/Photo.

About Tennessee Wildlife Federation
Tennessee Wildlife Federation is an inde-

pendent nonprofit dedicated to conserving 
Tennessee's wildlife, waters, and wild places. 
Since 1946, the Federation has spearheaded 

the development of the state’s wildlife poli-
cy, advanced landmark legislation on air and 
water quality and other conservation initia-

tives, helped restore numerous species, and 
introduced thousands of kids to the great out-
doors. To learn more, visit tnwf.org.

Did You Know?

Music Classes Help
in Other Courses, Too
Music courses can have a profound impact on 

students, potentially helping them perform bet-
ter in other subjects.

A recent study from the American Psycholog-
ical Association found that high school students 
who take music courses score signifi cantly bet-
ter on exams in subjects like math and science 
than their nonmusical peers.

The improved academic performance was 
more pronounced among students who learned 
to play an instrument rather than vocal music. 
The researchers behind the study examined the 

records of more than 112,000 students in British 
Columbia. Among the students whose records 
were studied, 13 percent had participated in at 
least one music course in grade 10, 11 or 12.

Researchers discovered that, on average, chil-
dren who learned to play a musical instrument 
for many years and ultimately played in a high 
school band or orchestra were the equivalent of 
roughly one academic year ahead of their peers 
in regard to their English, mathematics and sci-
ence skills.  
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Taylor Gustafson
Pursuing the American Dream

for Herself and Others
BY JUDY POSTON

judyposton1963@gmail.com
 This past school year, exciting preparations 

were made as the April date of her college grad-
uation quickly approached. With a major in de-
sign, the time had come for her to complete her 
studio thesis. This requirement was 
designed as an opportunity for her, 
the student, to demonstrate who she 
is as a designer, where her passions 
are directed, and what she wants to 
do in her career. It was a chance for 
her to narrow down the broad scope 
of opportunities available to a design-
er, and hone in on the area that most 
appealed to her. If she could choose 
any project in her fi eld of expertise 
to complete, what would it be? Here 
was the chance to answer that ques-
tion in great detail, complete with the 
opportunity to plan it out, on paper, 
from stem to stern. A glimpse into 
Taylor Gustafson’s childhood gives 
a better understanding of her choice 
for the focus of her studio thesis. 

 Taylor grew up in Crockett Coun-
ty, the daughter of Tina and Craig 
Gustafson. Attending Maury City 
Elementary as a child, and graduating from 
Crockett County High, Taylor was greatly infl u-
enced by the love she saw extended to others by 
both her parents and her church family at Mau-
ry City Baptist. Many times she saw them take 

kids, who came from a background of poverty, 
on shopping trips to purchase clothes, shoes, 
school supplies, and other necessities needed for 
the back-to-school season, as well as meet other 
needs for struggling families during other parts 
of the year. It was this love in action that she 

witnessed that remained utmost in her mind as 
she made the move to Nashville to attend Bel-
mont University, and as she turned her thoughts 
toward discovering her life’s calling. Taylor was 
not sure where her path would take her, but she 

knew she had a heart for young people who did 
not have the resources and support system she 
had enjoyed growing up.

 Taylor will always love the cotton fi elds 
of home and the charm of small town life that 
Crockett County offers. However, she rues the 

fact that there is sometimes little to 
do within the county – too few places 
for young people to go and hang out. 
All this came to bear on her mind as 
she considered her studio thesis. 

 In previous assignments, Taylor 
had the opportunity to explore the 
many different facets of design that 
she could select from when deter-
mining her career goals. As she re-
viewed her options and gave thought 
to her studio thesis, it became clear to 
her – she longed to give back to the 
community in which she was reared, 
to help build it up. At the time, her 
mom’s cancer diagnosis was still 
fresh. Taylor was full of emotions as 
her family faced their fears of the un-
known and what lay ahead for them. 
Her fi rst thoughts centered around a 
chemotherapy center in the commu-
nity. Yet, in the end, she chose, for 

her project, to plan and design a non-profi t en-
richment center which would accommodate kids 
of all ages as a place to learn, pursue dreams, 
AND have the opportunity to just hang out and 
enjoy being a kid. Taylor would spend an entire 

Taylor’s 3-D model of the Friendship Gin renovated and redesigned 
as an enrichment center for the youth of Crockett County - the 
basis of Taylor’s studio thesis, researched, written and designed as a 
course requirement for receiving her degree in design from Belmont 
University in Nashville.
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year – her senior year of college – com-
pleting the work required for her studio 
thesis. 

 The fi rst semester of her senior year 
was spent researching her topic. The re-
sult was a 56 page research paper that 
included details on Taylor’s reasons for 
picking the project she chose. 

 Next, even though her proposed build-
ing would only be on paper, she would 
chose a site for her project. For this part 
of the project, she consulted her dad. 
She knew she wanted to make use of an 
abandoned building within the county – 
a place she could, at least in theory, bring 
new life to. Her dad’s suggestion – the 
Friendship Gin, no longer in business. 
Her cousin, Ashley Walker’s family were 
the owners. Her grandfather, Joe Kail, 
had been involved in cotton all his life. 
It seemed the choice of Taylor’s project 
had brought her full circle in her life. 

 During the second semester, her fi nal 
semester of college, Taylor would ac-
tually build a 3-D model of her dream 
using a computer program. Through 
the program, on paper, she would turn 
a model of the Friendship Gin into the 
place she longs to see become a reality 
for her home county. It would be a place 

where young people could explore their 
interests, be it music, pottery, gardening, 
woodwork, agriculture, art – whatever 
their hearts’ desire to pursue. 

 Taylor’s imaginings include a space 
in the building where a barber or beauti-
cian could offer free haircuts. Guidance 
and counseling could be made available. 
A playhouse area would provide space 
for children to play, create, and use their 
imaginations. A second fl oor would in-
clude room for a library, computer lab, 
tutoring space, and stem lab. The overall 
scheme was meant to be a place where 
kids could learn and improve themselves 
and, yet, also have a place for recreation. 
It would be a place to dream and dream 
BIG - a place where youth would come 
to the realization that it doesn’t matter if 
they come from poverty or a small town – 
the American dream was theirs to dream 
and to make a reality. It would be a place 
where kids would learn to say, “Maybe 
I CAN be a decoder...or an architect...
or a chef...or an engineer.” It would be 
a place where tools would be put in their 
hands to start them on THEIR journey to 
what they wanted to do to make a differ-
ence in the world. 

 In designing the building itself, Tay-Designer Taylor Gustafson
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The fl oor tile designed by Taylor

lor’s choice for even the 
fl oor tiles was given much 
thought and consideration. 
The tiles feature a design 
that is a tribute to the towns 
that make up the county. The 
outline of a cotton boll is in-
cluded – a reminder of the 
importance of agriculture 
in the area. Wynonna and 
Naomi – the Judds – sang a 
line from a song, “I might 
not know where I’m going, 
but I’m sure where I come 
from...*” The tiles illustrate 
where the county’s citizens 
come from...their back-
ground...the strong founda-
tion they have been given to 
build their lives upon. It is up 
to each one whether to build 
with hay and stubble or brick 
and mortar. 

 Having completed school, 
Taylor is pursuing her dreams 
at Red Triangle Interior De-
sign, a small fi rm in Frank-
lin, Tennessee, that special-
izes in renovating residential 
homes. Taylor’s dream is to 
build something that will last 
and to help others to build 

and make worthwhile invest-
ments as well. Who knows, 
maybe, there will come a 
time when Taylor’s dreams 
of bringing life and rejuve-
nation to the Friendship Gin 
will become a reality. Tay-
lor’s dream may be the spark 
that gets the fi re going.

 A quote from Daniel Web-
ster is well worth remember-
ing and remembering often: 
“If we work upon marble, it 
will perish; if we work upon 
brass, time will efface it; if 
we rear temples, they will 
crumble into dust; but if we 
work upon immortal minds...
we engrave on those tablets 
something which will bright-
en to all eternity.” 

 Best wishes to Taylor 
as she brightens the world 
around her while pursuing 
the American dream for her-
self and others.

*Song lyrics are taken from 
“Guardian Angels” written 
by Don Schlitz, John Barlow 
Jarvis, and Naomi E. Judd. 

How School Shopping has 
Changed in the Pandemic Era
Back-to-school shopping sales have 

long been indicators that the summer va-
cation season is coming to a close. Stu-
dents and their parents may visit area 
stores or browse online looking for items 
to make the coming school year a suc-
cess. Those lists have looked similar for 
decades, but shopping for school supplies 
in the pandemic era may prove to be a 
unique experience.

Though hundreds of millions of adults 
and adolescents have now been vacci-
nated against COVID-19, there fi gures 
to be some lingering effects of the pan-
demic during the upcoming school year. 
That could affect 
which school sup-
plies families buy 
in the weeks to 
come. Here’s a look 
at some of the latest 
trends.

• A shift from 
physical stores: 
According to data 
from IBM’s U.S. 
Retail Index, the 
pandemic has accelerated a shift away 
from physical stores to digital shopping 
by about fi ve years. It’s likely that school 
shoppers will turn to the internet for their 
supplies, which means local brick and 
mortar shops should increase their web 
presence and digital shopping capabilities 
to reach online shoppers. This includes 
omnichannel fulfi llment, such as buy on-
line and pickup in store (BOPIS) options.

• Reassessment of what’s essential: The 
pandemic may have changed which items 

consumers consider essential. For exam-
ple, clothing became less signifi cant as a 
greater number of students were enrolled 
in virtual learning. Back-to-school shop-
pers may purchase less clothing and focus 
more on tech items, among others.

• Traditional supplies become less nec-
essary: In 2020, Deloitte forecasted that a 
shift in preferences and intentions would 
result in parents buying fewer tradition-
al supplies, such as notebooks and offi ce 
supplies, as they chose to invest in digital 
resources to supplement children’s educa-
tion. That shift likely will continue into 
this school year. 

• Support for lo-
cal retailers: Com-
munity spirit grew 
in the early days 
of the pandemic 
and continues now. 
Many people pre-
fer to shop in lo-
cally owned stores. 
Eighty percent of 
customers surveyed 
feel more or as con-

nected to their communities, according to 
business industry consultant Accenture.

• Customers are trying new brands and 
products: Shoppers are trying new prod-
ucts out of curiosity as well as necessi-
ty. Back-to-school shopping may include 
novel brands and other items that may not 
have been readily purchased in years past.

Back-to-school shopping may contin-
ue to look a bit different than in previous 
years, spawning trends that may ultimate-
ly become the new normal. 
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Local Residents Receive 
Degrees from UT Martin
Several Crockett County residents were among students who re-

ceived degrees from the University of Tennessee at Martin during 
spring commencement ceremonies held May 7 and May 8, 2021. 

The students receiving undergraduate degrees were:
Alamo – Ryan W. Harber.
Gadsden – Jeremiah Leonte Nance.
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, UT Martin hosted four 

in-person commencements to promote safety for graduates and their 
families while recognizing the class of spring 2021’s accomplish-
ments. Each commencement was livestreamed via Facebook and You-
Tube for those unable to attend.

UT Martin is a comprehensive regional institution in the University 
of Tennessee System offering 18 bachelor’s degree programs and fi ve 
master’s degree programs. The main campus in northwest Tennessee 
is one of fi ve primary UT campuses, and UT Martin regional centers 
are located in Jackson, Parsons, Ripley, Selmer and Somerville. For 
more information, visit utm.edu.

Alamo Mayor John Avery Emison recently vis-
ited his hometown’s namesake, The Alamo in 
San Antonio, Texas. Above, he poses with a copy 
of the July issue of The Crockett Rocket. Share 
your travels with our readers by sending a picture 
with The Rocket to rocketmail68@yahoo.com or 
through our website, www.thecrockettnews.com.

W
here on Earth Is

The Crockett Rocket?
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Chocolate Dessert with a Healthy Twist
Quite often people hear the 

word “dessert” and immediately 
think of a calorie- and fat-lad-
en decadence that may set them 
back several hours on the tread-
mill. While it is true that some 
desserts can pack a heavy punch, 
others need not make people fear 
for their waistlines.

Desserts that feature healthy 
ingredients can tempt your sweet 
tooth and provide nutritional 
benefi ts. Such is the case when 
combining pomegranate and 
dark chocolate, two ingredients 
that are rich in antioxidants that 
can contribute to a healthier im-
mune system. Enjoy this recipe, 
courtesy of John La Puma, M.D., 
ChefMD.

Chocolate Covered 
Pomegranate Clusters

Servings: 4 

1  cup (8 ounces) pomegran-
ate arils 

2⁄3  cup (4 ounces) organ-
ic bittersweet chocolate chips, 
such as Ghirardelli 60% 

1⁄4  teaspoon turmeric
1⁄8  teaspoon black pepper
1⁄4  cup fresh basil, 

stemmed and julienned

*  2⁄3 cup (4 ounces) 
high quality dark chocolate, 
chopped fi ne, may replace the 
chocolate chips

Set the pomegranate arils 
on paper towels to absorb any 
excess moisture. Melt choc-

olate chips in a heavy-bottomed 
small saucepan over low-to-me-
dium heat, stirring frequently, 2 
to 3 minutes. Remove saucepan 
from the burner. Add pomegran-
ate seeds and stir in spices. Use 

a fork to scoop out small choco-
late-covered clusters, and place 
each on a wax paper-lined plate. 
Garnish with mint. Refrigerate 
until chocolate is fi rm, about 15 
minutes.
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No Seat Belts? Buses Are Very Safe for Kids
Large school buses are not equipped with seat 

belts, but that doesn’t compromise their ability 
to transport students safely to and from school. 

The National Highway Traffi c Safety Admin-
istration says that school buses are designed dif-
ferently than passenger cars and light trucks.

As a result of their unique design, as well as 
their size and weight, school buses distribute 
crash forces differently from other vehicles, uti-
lizing a different kind of safety restraint system 
that is effective at keeping passengers safe.

This system is known as “compartmentaliza-
tion.” The NHTSA says the interiors of large 
buses protect children without seat belts because 
of closely spaced seats that have energy-absorb-
ing seat backs. This compartmentalization will 
keep children from being forced out of their 
seats during an impact. However, in the United 
States, small school buses, or those with a gross 
vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less, 
must be equipped with lap or lap/shoulder belts 
in all seating positions. 
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Coming Back... 
and Better Than Ever

BY JUDY POSTON
judyposton1963@gmail.com

 Marsha Kendall was excited about her new 
job. It involved many of her favorite things. 
Her title – Activities Director and Outreach 
Coordinator for Crockett Memorial Library. 

 She was just getting started – beginning 
to put innovative ideas in place, implement-
ing fun activities for the kids, researching and 
planning other events for adults – when the un-
thinkable occurred. COVID–19 hit. Suddenly, 
the library was closed to in-person activities. 
Events were canceled. Happenings were put 
on hold. Plans postponed.

 Not to be outdone by the turn of events, Mar-
sha and the rest of the library staff sought and 
discovered new ways to put books in the hands 
of their patrons and implement new ideas to 
reach out to the community using social me-
dia. One component of their on-line program 
was bedtime stories for children which regu-
larly featured guest readers from the commu-
nity sharing their favorite stories. Sessions 
with representatives of Crockett County’s UT 
Extension Service were conducted, allowing 
for interesting adventures while learning new 
skills. Library staff and board of trustee mem-
bers shared book reviews on their favorite 
reads. 

 The summer reading program was the li-
brary’s fi rst leap back into in-person activities. 
And what a success this year’s theme of “Tails 
and Tales” proved to be! The library was fi lled 
from pillar to post each Tuesday afternoon with 

children, parents, and grandparents who, with 
much enthusiasm and excitement, gathered to 
meet wild animals, farm animals (including 
an albino hedgehog), a police canine offi cer, 
and adopted pets. The kids went on a safari 
hunt, participated in arts and crafts, made but-
ter, released butterfl ies, giggled with friends, 
and read books, books, and more books, mak-
ing NEW friends as they turned the pages, 
experiencing adventures behind every book 
cover, earning awesome prizes. It was one of 

the largest attended summer reading programs 
ever held at Crockett Memorial Library with 
nearly 100 children registered.

 Now, with the days of summer vacation 
coming to a close, Marsha is bringing back 
other fun activities for kids, AND, in response 
to surveys taken by patrons and community 
members, offering activities that will appeal 
to the interests of adults as well.

 
FOR KIDS:

LEGO CLUB is a wildly popular event be-
gun just before the library was forced to shut 

down its activities, with some twenty children 
attending each club meeting. Ages kinder-
garten - 6th grade are invited to attend. The 
club normally meets every other Thursday af-
ternoon, 4:00 – 5:00. However, the dates for 
meetings in August will be consecutive weeks, 
August 12th and August 19th. The library pro-
vides all Lego building blocks, which must 
stay in the library. Those attending have the 
opportunity to participate in Discovery Park of 
America’s monthly competitions. Each month, 
there is a different theme for the competition. 
The theme for August will be “Animals in 
their Habitats.” The Lego Club has achieved 
popular acclaim by all. At the close of a recent 
meeting, one participate was overheard plead-
ing with his mom, “Can we just stay?”

 STORY HOUR is conducted each Friday 
morning at 10:00. All children are invited to 
attend. The program is geared toward lap-sit-
ters – preschoolers. Kids enjoy story time with 
Mrs. Marsha, as well as songs, crafts and ac-
tivities, and a light snack.

 VIRTUAL STORIES on-line will contin-
ue each week on Tuesdays at 10:00 with Mrs. 
Marsha on the library’s Facebook page.

 CRAFT KITS will continue to be offered 
during children’s library visits. These are take-
home projects with everything needed to com-
plete the craft in a handy bag with the excep-
tion of a glue stick needed for some projects. 
Instructions on completing a project is offered 
on-line every other Wednesday. 
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 FOR ADULTS:
Once each month, an event is 

planned which will be directed 
by Sarah Poole, who serves with 
Crockett County’s UT Extension 
Offi ce. Each event will be held on 
a Thursday afternoon, 1:00 – 2:00. 
Events planned thus far include:

August 12th SHOPPING SAV-
VY – tips for stretching your dol-
lars at the grocery store.

September 9th COOKING 
FOR 1 OR 2 – handy ideas for 
delicious, healthy meals for one or 
two people 

October 14th KITCHEN 
HACKS – quick and easy fi xes in 
the kitchen.

November 18th CHAR-
CUTERIE BOARDS – Mastering 
the art of arranging meats, chees-
es, breads and crackers, fruits and 
nuts, and other goodies on a serv-
ing board for an appetizing meal 
that is pleasing to the eye as well 
as the palate. This activity will re-
quire a small fee for registration. 
Sarah promises to teach each one 
attending how to pronounce this 
word as well as how to construct 
a meal using one.

 
 Crockett Memorial Library has 

also set up a display case to feature 
monthly exhibits. Recent exhibits 
have showcased whimsical piggy 
banks constructed by elementa-
ry students from throughout the 
county as an annual 4-H project, 
the boy scouts’ handmade derby 
cars, and Pat Rodgers’ unique and 
fun collection of chickens. The li-

brary welcomes everything from 
collections to hobbies to art and 
handmade articles. When brows-
ing the shelves or otherwise using 
the library, be sure to check out 
the most recent exhibits. Anyone 
having a collection they would 
like to share or anyone who knows 
of someone who has something 
unique to share, please speak with 
Marsha or Linda Rice, library di-
rector. 

 Crockett County is blessed to 
have Crockett Memorial Library, 
its wonderful collection of read-
ing materials, its many activities 
that include opportunities that are 
suited to a vast array of interests 
for children and adults alike, and 
a professional and courteous staff 
committed to serving the commu-
nity well in a state of the art fa-
cility. If you and your family are 
not making the most of this county 
treasure – why not? 

Crockett Memorial Library – go 
on... check it out! 

Sarah Poole, UT Extension
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God’s Word is Truth
What is sin?  What is so bad about it?  

David implored God:  “Remember not the 
sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: 
according to Thy mercy remember Thou 
me for Thy goodness’ sake, O LORD” [Ps 
25:7].  He goes on to entreat God:  “Look 
upon mine affliction and my pain; and for-
give all my sins” [Ps 25:18].  Obviously, the 
knowledge that he had violated God’s will 
disturbed David greatly.  His godly con-
science could not bear the burden of guilt.  
“Blessed is the one whose transgression is 
forgiven, whose sin is covered.  Blessed is 
the man against whom the Lord counts no 
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no de-
ceit.  For when I kept silent, my bones wast-
ed away through my groaning all day long.  
For day and night Your hand was heavy 
upon me; my strength was dried up as by the 
heat of summer. Selah  I acknowledged my 
sin to You, and I did not cover my iniquity; I 
said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the 
Lord,’ and You forgave the iniquity of my 
sin. Selah” [Psalm 32:1-5]. 

Today, most people think of sin – if 
they give it any thought at all – as some-
thing of a highly criminal nature, such as 
murder or moral turpitude.  Surely, these 
are sins – against others and, even more so, 
against God, who has a much more stringent 
definition of sin than man has.  Since James, 
the brother of Jesus, writes of day-to-day 
“real life” applications of God’s commands, 
let us examine his epistle:  “But each per-

son is tempted when he is lured and enticed 
by his own desire.  Then desire when it has 
conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when 
it is fully grown brings forth death.  Do not 
be deceived, my beloved brothers” [James 
1:14-16].  “But if ye have respect to per-
sons, ye commit sin, and are convinced 
of the law as transgressors” [James 2:9].  
“Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, 
and doeth it not, to him it is sin” [James 
4:17].  “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, 
know ye not that the friendship of the world 
is enmity with God?  whosoever therefore 
will be a friend of the world is the enemy of 
God” [James 4:4]. 

Paul touches upon the subject also:  
“Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go 
down upon your wrath:  Neither give place 
to the devil” [Ephesians 4:26-27].  “For they 
that are after the flesh do mind the things of 
the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit 
the things of the Spirit.  For to be carnally 
minded is death; but to be spiritually minded 
is life and peace.  Because the carnal mind 
is enmity against God: for it is not subject 
to the law of God, neither indeed can be.  So 
then they that are in the flesh cannot please 
God” [Romans 8:5-8].  “And to you who 
are troubled rest with us, when the Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with 
His mighty angels, In flaming fire taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ:  Who shall be punished with ever-

lasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of His power…” [2 
Thessalonians 1:7-9].  

     
Understand, then, that sin is defined 

by God.  Why?  So that we need not send 
ourselves to hell for eternity.   “But as for 
the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as 
for murderers, the sexually immoral, sor-
cerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion 
will be in the lake that burns with fire and 
sulfur, which is the second death” [Reve-
lation 21:8].  “And I saw the dead, great 
and small, standing before the throne, and 
books were opened. Then another book was 
opened, which is the book of life.  And the 
dead were judged by what was written in the 
book, according to what they had done.  And 
the sea gave up the dead who were in it, 
Death and Hades gave up the dead who were 
in them, and they were judged, each one 
of them, according to what they had done.  
Then Death and Hades were thrown into 
the lake of fire. This is the second death, 
the lake of fire.  And if anyone’s name was 
not found written in the book of life, he was 
thrown into the lake of fire” [Revelation 
20:12-15]. 

church of Christ at Crossroads
Charles Yawn

Please visit us at 2118 Johnsons Grove 
Road, Bells, TN 38006



Page 18The Crockett Rocket - August 2021 www.TheCrockettNews.com

What is Disc Golf? A Complete Beginner's Guide
By Professional Disc Golf Association Staff
Disc golf is the perfect solution for anyone that 

wants to teach, share and enjoy a lifetime sport.
It's a healthy, inexpensive, recreational activity 

that provides upper and lower body conditioning, 
aerobic exercise and mental stimulation. Concen-
tration skills expand by mastering shots and nego-
tiating obstacles. Players of limited fi tness levels 
can start slowly and gradually increase their level 
of play.

We’d like to help you get started and your family 
get out to the course with an introduction to disc 
golf: what is it, why should you teach or play disc 
golf, what you will need to start, how to play, and 
where to fi nd a course near you!

What Is Disc Golf?
Disc golf is played much like golf except, in-

stead of a ball and clubs, players use a fl ying disc. 
The sport was formalized in the 1970s and shares 
with golf the object of completing each hole in the 
fewest strokes (or, in the case of disc golf, fewest 
throws).

A disc golf hole begins from a tee area and ends 
at a target, the most common of which is an ele-
vated metal basket. As a player progresses down 
the fairway, he or she must make each consecutive 
throw from the spot where the previous throw land-

ed. In group play, the farthest away player always 
throws fi rst. Players should not get ahead of the 
farthest away player. The trees, shrubs, and terrain 
changes located in and around the fairways provide 
challenging obstacles for the golfer. When the 'putt' 
lands in the basket, the hole is complete.

Disc golf shares the same joys and frustrations 
as golf, whether it's sinking a long putt or hitting 
a tree halfway down the fairway. Unlike golf, disc 
golf is usually free to play in public parks and takes 
about half as long to complete a round. Disc golf is 
designed to be enjoyed by people of all ages, gen-
der identity, and economic status, making it a great 
lifetime fi tness activity.

The Professional Disc Golf Association (PDGA) 
offers divisions of play from under 8 to over 80 
at the annual disc golf World Championships. 
The PDGA annually presents four separate world 
championship: Professional, Professional Masters, 
Amateur and Juniors.

What You Need To Get Started
The only thing you need to play disc golf is a 

disc. That’s it! You don’t even need an established 
disc golf course – you can take your disc to practi-
cally any uncrowded open space and turn it into a 
disc golf course of your own.

More than likely, however, there is a disc golf 
course near you. With over 7,000 courses in the 
United States and over 10,000 worldwide, be sure 
to pack a disc on your next family travels. Free 
courses are located at Serendipity in Brownsville, 
Union University, Winds of Westover and Muse 
Park in Jackson, Ripley City Park, and at Milan 
Park.

Discs are inexpensive, ranging from about $10 
to $25 depending on the quality of the plastic and 
other features like custom designs and stamps.

Many disc manufacturers offer a starter pack, 
which usually consists of one each of the three pri-
mary types of disc golf discs: a putter, mid-range, 
and high-speed driver.
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Death Notices
Rita Diann Gwinn Latham 

March 25, 1952 – July 17, 2021

Rita was born in Dyer 
County, TN, daughter of 
the late Thomas Harley 
and Mattie Ruth Green 
Gwinn, from the Stokes 
community and was one 
of four children. Later 
in life she married Perry 
Leon Latham of Friend-
ship, TN, on June 8th 
1984 enjoying many 
years of marriage and 
then taking care of him faithfully 
throughout his long illness until he 
passed in Dec. of 2018. 

She was a member of the Friend-
ship United Methodist Church, 
where she was song leader and chil-
dren’s Sunday school teacher for 
many years. Rita loved utilizing her 
alto voice with the Crockett County 
Community Choir and enjoyed be-
ing with her circle of friends while 
doing so. She was a retired cafete-
ria employee with the Alamo City 
School System and former employ-
ee of Todd Uniform in Maury City, 
TN. 

Rita was known for her faithful-
ness to serve her church and her love 
for all of her family. She always put 

everyone before herself, 
loved doing for others, 
was an incredible baker 
as well as cook and al-
ways looked forward to 
any opportunity she had 
to entertain her family. 
Friends always reached 
out to her to bake for 
them during the holidays, 
and of course everything 
was always made from 

scratch, especially her homemade 
apple pies. 

Rita (Mimi) was always involved 
in the lives of her grandchildren 
and they were the loves of her life. 
Before her illness was discovered, 
she was taking Roland to weekly 
baseball practice in Brownsville 
preparing him for his games this 
past Spring. Although she only got 
to view the games on video, just 
knowing he had recently made the 
travel team completely thrilled her. 
Mimi also loved her facetime with 
great granddaughter Kinleigh in 
Texas and was able to watch her 
grow up long distance helping her 
mom cook, taking swimming les-
sons and recently gymnastics. 

Saying Rita will be missed is a 
great understatement. Someone in 
the family recently told her they 
loved her, as they did numerous 
times and she replied, “I love every-
one,” and everyone without a doubt 
loved Rita. 

She was preceded in death by her 
parents Thomas and Ruth Gwinn, 
(husband) Leon Latham and (broth-
er) Rickie Gwinn. 

She leaves behind three sons; Ter-
ry Tull of Nashville, TN, Cliff Tull 
(Tina) of Dyersburg, TN, Shannon 
Tull (Terri) of Bells, TN, a daugh-
ter; Gina Rushing (Bucky) of Bon 
Aqua, TN, stepdaughter; Dr. Lisa 
Privett (Terry) of Friendship, TN, 
grandchildren; Michaela Young of 
Friendswood, TX, Jacob Gammons 
of Friendswood, TX, Roland Tull, 
Scarlett Wood and C. J. Wood all of 
Bells, TN, Caitlyn Smith of Friend-
ship, TN, Hunter Privett of Friend-
ship, TN, great grandchild; Kin-
leigh Young of Friendswood, TX, 
and sisters; Kay Vernon and Donna 
Muizers, both of Friendship, TN. 

Visitation was held Sunday, 
July 18th at Friendship Funeral 
Home. Funeral services were held 

at Friendship United Methodist 
Church on Monday, July 19th at 
noon with Mary Ellen Cochran of-
fi ciating, followed by burial at Bel-
levernon Cemetery in Friendship. 

Pallbearers were Chuck Fussell, 
Terry Haley, Jeffrey Vernon, Ronnie 
Vernon, Jacob Gammons, Zachary 
Salera, Jim Rice and Danny Gwinn. 
Honorary pallbearers were Thom-
as Baker Miller, Pinkie Young and 
Burchell Guinn. 

Memorials may continue to be 
sent to Friendship United Methodist 
Church and donations to Crockett 
County NOAH, Neighbors Offer-
ing Assistance and Hope. 

Terry, Cliff, Gina, Shannon and 
families would like to thank every-
one who attended and participated 
in the service. They would also like 
to thank everyone who has con-
tinued with prayers, brought food, 
sent cards and contributed to the 
Rita Latham online benefi t through 
Facebook, as well as memorials and 
donations. 

We have been greatly blessed 
during this time, thank you to ev-
eryone!

Jimmy Cochran White
September 30, 1939 – July 25, 2021

Graveside Services 
for Mr. Jimmy Cochran 
White, age 81, were held 
Tuesday, July 27, 2021, 
at Bethesda Cemetery in 
Friendship, TN. Daniel 
Tillman offi ciated.

Mr. Jimmy passed 
away, Sunday, July 25, 2021, at his 
home in Friendship, TN, surround-
ed by his family. He was born, 
September 30, 1939, to the late 
George Durwood White and Susie 
King White in Friendship. He was 
a graduate of Hamlett Robertson 
High School and spent most of his 
life working on his farm.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents; brothers, Murrell White, 

Edwin White, Glyn-
dale White, Hallie 
White, Donald White; 
Infant brother, George 
Durwood White, Jr.; In-
fant sister, Charlotte Ann 
White.

He is survived by 
his wife of 62 years, Ona Jennett 
White; son, Clint White (Jane Ann); 
daughter, Mitzi White Park; grand-
children, Phyllis Moore (Anthony), 
Elizabeth Ann Park, Haley Brooke 
White, Stone River White; great 
grandchildren, Ashton Tritt, Anna 
Harber, Allie Harber, Jaxon Moore, 
Kason Moore.

The family has asked that dona-
tions be made to Bethesda Ceme-

tery; C/O Mike Harber, 509 Harber 
Road, Friendship, TN 38034. If 
you have another Charity that you 
would like to donate to in Mr. Jim-

my’s honor, those are welcomed 
too.

Ronk Funeral Home had charge 
of the services.
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Death Notices
Brenda Brewington Norville
May 11, 1949 – July 16, 2021

Funeral Services for 
Mrs. Brenda Brewington 
Norville, 72, were held 
on Thursday July 22, 
2021 at  Gadsden Meth-
odist Church with Gary 
Williams offi ciating.

Mrs. Norville passed 

away on July 16, 2021. 
She was born on May 11, 
1949 to her parents, No-
ble James Brewington 
and Elna Mitchell Brew-
ington. She is preceded 
in death by her parents. 

Surviving relatives 

include her sons, Christopher Nor-
ville (Stephanie), Matthew Nor-
ville (Kimberly); daughter, Holly 
Norville- Smith (Keith); brother, 
Thomas Noble Brewington; and 10 
grandchildren.

Visitation was held on Wednes-
day July 21, 2021 at Ronk Funeral 

Home. 
Pallbearers for the service were 

Jake Baker, Jaeden Smith, Brandon 
Smith, Christian Norville, David 
Climer, and Jimmy Byrum.

Ronk Funeral Home had charge 
of the services.

Scott Norville
November 12, 1947 – July 17, 2021

Funeral Services for 
Mr. Scott Norville, 73, 
were held on Thursday 
July 22, 2021 at Gadsden 
Methodist Church with 
Gary Williams offi ciat-
ing.

Mr. Norville passed 

away on July 17, 2021. 
He was born on Novem-
ber 12, 1947 to his par-
ents, Cecil Almon Nor-
ville and Mary Louise 
White Norville. He is 
preceded in death by his 
parents, and wife, Bren-

da Norville.  
Surviving relatives include his 

sons, Christopher Norville (Stepha-
nie), Matthew Norville (Kimberly); 
daughter, Holly Norville- Smith 
(Keith); sister, Sheri Norville Bell; 
and 10 grandchildren. 

Visitation was held on Wednes-

day July 21, 2021 at Ronk Funeral 
Home. 

Pallbearers for the service were 
Jake Baker, Jaeden Smith, Brandon 
Smith, Christian Norville, David 
Climer, and Jimmy Byrum.

Ronk Funeral Home had charge 
of the services.
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The 12 and under Jackson 
Storm baseball team recent-
ly fi nished fi rst in the 2021 
DFW World Series.

They claimed the title by 
fi nishing undefeated in the 
series competition in Texas.

Way to go guys!

At right, Samuel Proctor 
pitches during a game in 
the DFW 12U World Series.

Jackson Storm Win DFW 12U World Series
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