
Page 1The Crockett Rocket - December 2022 www.TheCrockettNews.com



Page 2The Crockett Rocket - December 2022 www.TheCrockettNews.com



Page 3 The Crockett Rocket - December 2022Like us on Facebook!



Page 4The Crockett Rocket - December 2022 www.TheCrockettNews.com

The Crockett Rocket is printed by offset and published once per month. The deadline for advertisement and article submission in The Crockett 
Rocket is the last Friday of every month. Submissions received after that date will be published in the following scheduled publication.

Tricks to Trim Your Utility Bill
A rapid rise in the cost of living will 

undoubtedly prove to be one of the 
major stories of 2022. According to 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
energy prices rose by 41.6 percent in 
the 12-month period that ended in June 
2022, marking the highest 12-month 
increase since April 1980.

The signifi cant spike in energy costs 
is somewhat misleading, as the BLS 
considers motor fuel prices, which rose 
more than 60 percent in the 12-month 
period ending in June 2022, part of the 
energy category. However, during that 
same period, electricity prices rose by 
nearly 14 percent while natural gas 
prices increased by 38 percent. Both of 
those increases were more signifi cant 
than the more publicized rise in food 
prices, which rose by right around 10 
percent.

Families need to eat and many pro-
fessionals now must return to in-per-
son work after years of pandemic-re-
lated remote working, which means 
they must confront higher fuel costs. 
That leaves little room to save money 
in those areas. However, there are ways 
for families to reduce home energy 

costs without adversely affecting their 
quality of life.

• Run appliances during off-peak 
hours. According to the United States 
Department of Energy and the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, the 
best time to use appliances in a home 
is when overall electricity use is low. 
Though this time changes depending 
on the season and can vary based on 
geography, the DOE and the EPA both 
note that after 9 p.m. and before 9 a.m.  
are generally the off-peak hours in 
most areas.

• Strategically use your shades and 
blinds. The energy providers at ConEd 
estimate that about 40 percent of un-
wanted heat comes through windows. 
Strategic use of curtains, shades and 
blinds can keep heat out on hot days, 
thus allowing homeowners to turn the 
thermostat up on their air condition-
ing units in summer. Opening curtains, 
blinds and shades on winter mornings 
and afternoons will allow more sun-
light in, allowing homeowners to con-
trol heating costs more effectively. 

• Reorganize your refrigerator. There 
are plenty of contradictory strategies 

regarding how best to store foods in 
a refrigerator so the unit consumes 
as little energy as possible while still 
keeping foods fresh and chilled. But 
various energy providers, including 
ConEd, recommend that consumers 
avoid packing a fridge too tightly. By 
allowing cold air to circulate within 
the refrigerator, the refrigerator won’t 
need to work as hard, and thus con-
sume as much energy, to keep foods 
cool. It’s important to note that the op-
posite should govern how the freezer 
is packed. Packing frozen items tightly 
in the freezer will help the refrigerator 
work a little less hard.

• Turn off the lights. Estimates from 
the U.S. Energy Information Admin-
istration indicate that electricity for 
lighting accounts for around 10 percent 
of electricity consumption in homes. 
A concerted effort to turn off lights in 
rooms that aren’t being used can help 
consumers save money.

Rising utility bills are compelling 
millions of people to seek ways to trim 
their energy consumption. Thankfully, 
there are many ways to do that without 
upsetting daily routines.
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Coulston, Helton Receive
Governor’s Volunteer Stars Awards

In conjunction with the 14th an-
nual Governor’s Volunteer Stars 
Awards, Tennessee’s statewide vol-
unteer recognition program, Crock-
ett County Mayor Gary Reasons 
recognized Phyllis Coulston, Adult 
Honoree, and Paige Helton, Youth 
Honoree, in an award ceremony on 
November 17, 2022.

The Honorees were selected to re-
ceive this prestigious award based 
on the community’s need of the 
volunteer service, initiative taken to 
perform the service, creativity used 
to solve a community problem and 
the impact of the volunteer service 
on the Crockett County community.

Phyllis Coulston, a resident of Al-
amo, was chosen as the 2022 GVSA 
Adult Honoree for her consistent 
passion and commitment to her 
community and to West Tennessee. 
She is especially active in events 
relating to support of families fi ght-
ing cancer. She not only takes an 
active role in planning the events 
but participates and cleans up af-
ter. She takes time to collect items 
for local missions, visiting nursing 
homes and assisted living facilities 
and sends encouraging words to 

those in need. She is a role model 
to all who know her and is passing 
down those values to the younger 
generations. Phyllis is the wife of 
Benny Coulston, mother of Hannah 
Matlock (Josh) and the late Amanda 
Coulston, and grandmother of Col-
son and Annie Matlock.

Paige Helton, the daughter of 
Blake and Margo Helton of Bells, 
is a 16-year-old student at Crock-
ett County High School. Paige was 
chosen as the 2022 GVSA Youth 
Honoree for her passion and out-
reach to teens in Crockett County. 
Paige is the Teen Ambassador for 
GiAnna’s Voice Foundation for the 
prevention of suicide and the SASH  
Ambassador (Students Against Self 
Hatred). She also volunteers at 
RIFA and Pack the Bus each year. 
Paige is committed to bringing 
awareness to teen suicide and fre-
quently speaks to youth groups in 
the Crockett County area. 

Mayor Reasons issued a Proc-
lamation declaring Thursday, No-
vember 17, as Crockett County Vol-
unteer Day.

Congratulations, ladies, and thank 
you for your service!



Page 6The Crockett Rocket - December 2022 www.TheCrockettNews.com



Page 7 The Crockett Rocket - December 2022Like us on Facebook!

Have You Read the Book?
Good Night Alamo

A book patterned after the children’s favorite Good Night Moon, this 
little item is available for purchase at the Christmas season. It would make 
a great stocking stuffer for only $5.

Illustrated by Alamo Elementary students last spring, it was written to 
celebrate our hometown! 

Highlights include boutiques, restaurants, veterans memorial, safari 
park, red devil teams, voice studio, farms and more.

The books are available at the Crockett County Chamber of Commerce, 
Alamo City Hall, Meri’s, Small Town Pharmacy and the Crockett Memo-
rial Library.

Swifts Share 51 Years of Love
Mr. Roy Swift from Alamo met 

Miss Ruby Foxx in Water Valley, 
Mississippi, in July of 1971.

It was in the month of November 
1971 that Mr. Roy proposed to Miss 
Ruby and to seal it, 

on Saturday December 18, 1971, 
they exchanged vows in a marriage 
for a lifetime.

They are still together and the rest 
is history.

They are the parents of two chil-
dren and have nine grandchildren. 

Mrs. Ruby thanks 
God for the husband He put in her 

life.
It has been a beautiful journey, 

and Mr. Roy is certainly a good pro-
vider to Miss Ruby and 

loves her.  She is his beautiful 
jewel and one who stands by his 
side.

Glory to God for this union. On 
December 18, 2022, the Swifts will 
be celebrating 51 

years of marriage.
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Come and Dine
BY JUDY POSTON

judyposton1963@gmail.com
 “Attempt something so big that 

it could never be accomplished 
except with the LORD’S interven-
tion.” The words came in the form 
of a daresome challenge offered up 
by his superintendent. It was direct-
ed toward him and his colleagues 
who were in attendance at a confer-
ence. The words struck him to his 
core. He knew it was God speaking 
to his heart, 
issuing the 
d i r e c t i v e . 
He deter-
mined in 
his heart to 
be obedient. 
The impact 
of that decision has 
been great in his own 
life and in the lives of 
others. 

 This was the begin-
ning of the venture 
known as Crock-
ett Christmas Store, 
started during the 
time he pastored 
Floyd’s Chapel. This 
is also where a brand-
new ministry, the 
“Community Kitchen,” 
in Trenton, got its start. 

 While others look 
at discouraging things 
in the world around them and ask, 
“Why?” Brian Griffi th has made up 
his mind to look at how those same 
things COULD or MIGHT other-
wise be and ask, “Why not?” 

 Brian grew up in Bartlett, Ten-
nessee. He served others through 
the restaurant business for some 
twenty years before entering the 
ministry. He has been in full-time 
ministry since 2010. His wife, Lea, 
teaches fi rst grade at Maury City 
Elementary School. Their twin sons 
are in kindergarten. A daughter is 
eleven years old. Brian currently 
pastors Alamo’s First United Meth-
odist Church.

 Brian’s father, Roy, 
his partner in the Com-
munity Kitchen, spent 
a fi fty-six year career 
working in the restau-
rant industry, oftentimes 
establishing new busi-

nesses. He and two part-
ners built the restaurant chain, Po’ 
Folks, known for its fried chicken 
and other southern favorites, from 
the ground up, with notable coun-
try music artists Bill Anderson and 
Conway Twitty as prominent in-
vestors.

 The sign at 414 East Eaton Street, 
in Trenton, proclaims, “Lunch On 
Us.” It is an invitation to come 
and dine on food that is fast gain-
ing a reputation as some of the best 

“home cooking” around. Opened 
11:00-12:30 each day, the Commu-
nity Kitchen offers its specialty of 
southern fried chicken daily, Mon-
day-Friday. A second choice is also 
available each day. Whether Italian 
spaghetti, grilled pork chops, tangy 
barbecue chicken, a juicy burger, or 
a hot dog complete with mustard 
and relish, everyone is sure to fi nd 
something well pleasing to their 
palate.

 The Community Kitchen, which 
opened in September, offers a plate 

of piping hot, delicious food to any-
one who is hungry. If you are able 
to make a monetary donation, it is 
greatly appreciated, but not expect-
ed. Any amount given will go back 
into the ministry of feeding others. 

 That ministry includes delivering 
meals twice each month to the el-
derly or others who are housebound. 
Volunteers have been doing this for 
some three years now, providing 
around 170 meals each time. Fold-
ing tables are set up in the restaurant 
for boxing up the meals and getting 
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them out the door by 10:45. Folding 
tables are then taken back down and 
put away just in time to serve the 
day’s eat-in customers who come 
for lunch.

 Some 2,950 guests ate lunch at 
the Community Kitchen during the 
month of October alone. The fi rst 
week in November saw the restau-
rant preparing 800 lunches. The fol-
lowing week, at the time of the in-
terview, they were prepared to serve 
that same number again.

 On Thursday, Friday, and Sat-
urday evenings, 4:00-8:00, the 
Community Kitchen fl ips to a reg-
ular restaurant with prices on their 
menus as they serve up some of the 
best catfi sh around, along with their 
chicken, and all the trimmings. The 
profi t from these dinners along with 
donations from individuals and 
churches help fi nance the ministry 
of providing food for the hungry. 
The ministry is staffed mostly with 
volunteers who work closely with 
the Community Kitchen’s recently 
hired manager.

 Though good food is defi nitely a 

priority at the Community Kitchen, 
there is so much more to the min-
istry, including food for the soul. 
Brian and Roy, along with other 
volunteers are intent on offering 
opportunity to “build communi-
ty.” Sometimes patrons catch sight 
of someone they haven’t seen in a 
long time and they end up sitting 
down and having lunch together, 
gaining an opportunity to “catch 
up” on events in each others’ lives. 
Recently, a family stopped by who 
shared they had a baby hospitalized 
in Memphis. They couldn’t afford 
to make the trip to visit the child. 
Staff prayed with the family and 
offered words of encouragement. 
Other guests may stop by who ar-
en’t attending church. Here they 
have access to a pastor – someone 
to pray with them, share their bur-
dens, and offer counseling.

 In addition to his work with the 
Community Kitchen and “Why 
Not? Ministries,” Brian has pas-
tored Alamo’s First United Method-
ist Church since June. Brian shares, 
“It’s a great place to be. The folks 

are very supportive of the ministry 
of the Community Kitchen. I am 
excited about where we are headed 
as a church.”

 As for future plans, Brian says, 
“I am in hopes that we will get to 
a place in the ministry at Trenton, 
that we can begin a second restau-
rant with a similar ministry in Al-
amo.” What a fantastic goal and 
something for the people of Crock-
ett County to look forward to with 

great enthusiasm!
 In the meantime, Brian invites 

all to the table at the Community 
Kitchen in Trenton. He also wel-
comes prayers for this ministry of 
meeting the physical and spiritual 
needs of others. Through the Com-
munity Kitchen, may many fi nd 
their heart’s desire in the One who 
satisfi es the hungry every time, and 
who invites all to Come and Dine.
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The Gift That Travelled 
from Afar…

BY JUDY POSTON
judyposton1963@gmail.com

 Barry Presley, of Brownsville, is a 
Veteran of not one, but three wars, as 
well as several peace keeping opera-
tions. He retired from his service to 
our nation as a Lieutenant Colonel. 
His memories of his time in the mil-
itary could fi ll a book, and, indeed, 
he has written a book of his expe-
riences. He is a story teller who is 
well-able to keep his listeners spell-
bound and on the edge of their seats 
as he demonstrated in a recent event 
honoring Veterans during this year’s 
commemoration of Veterans Day at 
Crockett Memorial Library.

 Barry well-remembers the fi rst 
holidays he spent far from home in 
the jungles of Vietnam. When he ar-
rived, awful homesickness came in 
waves. It was two months before he 
received his fi rst letter from home.

 He received a box at Thanksgiv-
ing that year. It had been lovingly 
and prayerfully packed by the la-
dies’ group at Brownsville Baptist 
Church, the church he had attended back home. 
Barry opened the package to fi nd a small, two 
foot Christmas Tree complete with silver tinsel. 
For the next month, that little tree went with Bar-
ry wherever he went as he added it to the 80-100 
pound pack that he shouldered daily. 

 Christmas Day came. Turkey and dressing was 
brought in for the troops. Barry received a sec-

ond package from the ladies’ group at Browns-
ville Baptist Church. Inside were a dozen shiny, 
bright red balls to add to his Christmas tree. He 
marveled at the women’s planning. They had 
mailed both packages on the same day – far in 
advance of Christmas. Yet, he received the two 
boxes on days a month apart – the second one 
arriving just in time for the holiday.

 That night, on the hill where he 
and the other men were camped, 
Barry put up his Christmas tree 
and decorated it with the shiny, red 
balls. He was the only soldier there 
to have a Christmas tree. He and 
the others sat around the little tree, 
a symbol to each of them of home 
and family. Each ones’ heart and 
memories surely fi lled with recol-
lections of past holidays spent with 
loved ones celebrating the birth of 
the Savior. “Silent Night, Jingle 
Bells, Home for the Holidays, Joy 
to the World.......the men sang car-
ols until they were too hoarse to 
sing any longer, their spirit now far 
lighter than before.

 When the men next broke camp. 
Barry left the little tree and the 
Christmas balls on the hill. He 
would have loved to have been able 
to see the face of the one who found 
the treasure. 

 Like the little Christmas tree, 
our Savior, Jesus, traveled from 
afar, from the lovely, bright portals 

of heaven, to a dark and cold stable in the little 
town of Bethlehem to give light and joy to all 
who would receive Him. 

 May that light and joy be yours this holiday 
season. May the treasure that is abundant, ever-
lasting life – the greatest gift of all – be yours as 
well.

 Merry Christmas!

Retired Lieutenant Colonel Barry Presley recently shared a few of 
his experiences from his time in service with a group at Crockett 
Memorial Library.
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WestStar Hosts Mayors Meet-Up Event
The University of Tennessee 

at Martin’s WestStar Leadership 
program held the New West Ten-
nessee Mayors Meet-up event 
Nov. 9 at the Dunagan Alumni 
Center on the main campus. 
The event was co-sponsored by 
Northwest Tennessee Develop-
ment District, Southwest Ten-
nessee Development District, UT 
Martin and WestStar Leadership. 

With eight recently elected 
mayors in West Tennessee, the 
leadership organization held this 
event in hopes of discussing new 
opportunities in West Tennessee 
brought about by Blue Oval City. 
This also gave these mayors the 
chance to discuss the region’s 
future and ask questions to the 
experienced mayors attending 
the event.  

Marianne Dunavant, govern-
ment relations manager at Blue 

Oval City, and State Sen. Ed 
Jackson spoke at the luncheon, 
with incumbent mayors Joseph 

Butler, of Carroll County, Mike 
Creasy, of Decatur County, 
Kevin Davis, of Hardin County, 

Gary Reasons, of Crockett Coun-
ty, and John Penn Ridgeway, of 
Henry County, serving on the 
mayors’ panel.

Newly elected mayors in atten-
dance were Robbie McCready, of 
Henderson County, Steve Carr, 
of Obion County, Danny Cook, 
of Lake County, Mark Ward, of 
Benton County, Nelson Cunning-
ham, of Gibson County, and AJ 
Massey, of Madison County.

WestStar Leadership edu-
cates, engages, and empow-
ers a diverse group of com-
munity-minded individuals to 
collaborate, lead and serve to 
facilitate positive change in West 
Tennessee. WestStar is the oldest 
and longest regional leadership 
program in the state.

Attendees of the New West Tennessee Mayors Meet-up included       
Tennessee Sen. Ed Jackson, Madison County Mayor AJ Massey, 
Crockett County Mayor Gary Reasons, and Benton County Mayor 
Mark Ward.
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We usually think of “being 
hardheaded” as an undesirable 
trait.  However, God’s servants 
are actually commanded to be 
hardheaded against all oppo-
sition to the truth.  “And He 
said unto me, ‘Son of man, 
go, get thee unto the house 
of Israel, and speak with My 
words unto them.  For thou 
art not sent to a people of a 
strange speech and of an hard 
language, but to the house of 
Israel; Not to many people of a 
strange speech and of an hard 
language, whose words thou 
canst not understand. Surely, 
had I sent thee to them, they 
would have hearkened unto 
thee.  But the house of Israel 
will not hearken unto thee; 
for they will not hearken unto 
Me: for all the house of Israel 
are impudent and hardhearted.  
Behold, I have made thy face 
strong against their faces, and 
thy forehead strong against 
their foreheads.  As an ada-
mant harder than flint have I 
made thy forehead: fear them 
not, neither be dismayed at 
their looks, though they be a 
rebellious house’” [Ezekiel 
3:4-9].

God’s word should be in our 
hearts so strong that any and 

all opposition cannot quench 
it.  “For since I spake, I cried 
out, I cried violence and spoil; 
because the word of the LORD 
was made a reproach unto me, 
and a derision, daily.  Then I 
said, ‘I will not make mention 
of Him, nor speak any more 
in His name. But His word 
was in mine heart as a burning 
fire shut up in my bones, and 
I was weary with forbearing, 
and I could not stay’” [Jere-
miah 20:8-9].  Jesus warned 
and blessed those who would 
suffer for doing right.  “Bless-
ed are they which are perse-
cuted for righteousness’ sake: 
for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.  Blessed are ye, when 
men shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and shall say 
all manner of evil against you 
falsely, for my sake.  Rejoice, 
and be exceeding glad: for 
great is your reward in heav-
en: for so persecuted they the 
prophets which were before 
you” [Matthew 5:10-12].                                                                                                                                        
                      

The apostles were deter-
mined to preach the truth 
despite the opposition of the 
Sanhedrin.  They were arrest-
ed for preaching.  “And as 
they spake unto the people, 
the priests, and the captain of 

the temple, and the Saddu-
cees, came upon them, Being 
grieved that they taught the 
people, and preached through 
Jesus the resurrection from 
the dead.  And they laid hands 
on them, and put them in hold 
unto the next day: for it was 
now eventide” [Acts 4-1-3].  
The Sanhedrin ordered them 
to cease preaching.  “And they 
called them, and commanded 
them not to speak at all nor 
teach in the name of Jesus.  
But Peter and John answered 
and said unto them, ‘Whether 
it be right in the sight of God 
to hearken unto you more than 
unto God, judge ye.  For we 
cannot but speak the things 
which we have seen and heard’ 
[Acts 4:18-20].

However, nothing could stop 
them; they were hardheaded.  
“And to him [Gamaliel] they 
agreed: and when they had 
called the apostles, and beaten 
them, they commanded that 
they should not speak in the 
name of Jesus, and let them go.  
And they departed from the 
presence of the council, re-
joicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer shame for His 
name.  And daily in the tem-
ple, and in every house, they 

ceased not to teach and preach 
Jesus Christ” [Acts 5:40-42].

The first century Christians 
were hardheaded.  “And at 
that time there was a great 
persecution against the church 
which was at Jerusalem; and 
they were all scattered abroad 
throughout the regions of Ju-
daea and Samaria, except the 
apostles.  And devout men car-
ried Stephen to his burial, and 
made great lamentation over 
him.  As for Saul, he made 
havock of the church, entering 
into every house, and haling 
men and women committed 
them to prison.  Therefore they 
that were scattered abroad 
went every where preaching 
the word” [Acts 8:1b-4].  They 
refused to stop sharing God’s 
word.

What about you?  Are you 
hardheaded against the false-
hoods and opposition of this 
world?  Or, are you hardhead-
ed against God?

 
Charles Yawn

Please visit us at:
2118 Johnsons Grove Road
Bells, TN 30006

God’s Word is Truth
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From Graceland to 
the Promised Land

BY JUDY POSTON
judyposton1963@gmail.com

 HOT DOG! In November, the town of Maury 
City was ALLLLL SHOOK UP with plans and 
preparations to welcome Rock and Roll Royal-
ty, as Crockett Fabricating Company and Tur-
nage Motors hosted a very special evening with 
a very special guest. Coming all the way from 
GRACELAND TO THE PROMISED LAND 
(that’s Crockett County), was none other than 
the legendary entertainer himself, ELVIS PRES-
LEY.

 Now, for readers thinking, DON’T BE CRU-
EL with such an impossible announcement, and 
those asking how could SUCH A NIGHT be, you 
are correct in having SUSPICIOUS MINDS. 
In reality, the event featured an ELVIS Tribute 
Show, starring ELVIS impersonator Jody Benja-
min. All proceeds from the performance, as well 
as concessions, went to N.O.A.H.

 It all began when Jody stopped in at Tate’s 
Kwik Stop, in Maury City, for gas. Noticing 
the dark hair and sideburns and noting the un-
mistakable resemblance to the world renowned 
heartthrob, Pete Turnage easily struck up a con-
versation with Jody. Pete soon learned much 
about Jody’s passion for sharing the music and 

the legacy of Elvis Presley. It seems Jody had 
caused quite a stir among the patrons and staff at 
the Olympic Steakhouse, in Bells, when he had 
stopped there for lunch one day.

 Pete had an idea. He thought, “IF I CAN 
DREAM”...Later, over lunch, Pete shared his 
experience with close friend, Lee Johns, along 
with his idea of inviting Jody to appear locally 
in a concert that would double as a fundraiser for 
N.O.A.H. Lee was in complete agreement and, 
together, the two men decided their own local 
businesses would sponsor the show. Now it be-
came time for A LITTLE LESS CONVERSA-
TION, A LITTLE MORE ACTION, as the two 
friends went to work to make their plans a reality. 

 Pete reached out to Jody who showed much 
interest and enthusiasm in planning the program. 
The two agreed on the next date that Jody had 
available – Saturday night, November 5, at six 
o’clock. Jody even agreed to lengthen his cus-
tomary one hour concert to a one and a half hour 
show. Jody was accompanied by two of his three 
back-up singers (the third was ill and unable to 
attend). In true ELVIS fashion, he handed out 
scarves to ardent fans, who now CAN’T HELP 
FALLING IN LOVE with the new memories 
made. 

 At least 200 people dusted off their BLUE 
SUEDE SHOES and grabbed their favorite TED-
DY BEAR to come out to the Maury City Com-
munity Center for a night of song and entertain-
ment. YOU AIN’T NOTHING BUT A HOUND 
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DOG if you missed this opportunity. Those who 
attended knew it was NOW OR NEVER if they 
wanted to hear their favorite ELVIS tunes be-
fore Jody left the building. It is guaranteed con-
cert goers were not lonesome on this night, as 
fans attended from near and far to satisfy their 
BURNING LOVE for all things ELVIS. IN THE 
GHETTO, PEACE IN THE VALLEY, and YOU 
GAVE ME A MOUNTAIN were just a few of 
the favorite selections offered up for the crowd’s 
enjoyment. 

 For the fi rst time, Jody wore his hand beaded 
“Peacock” suit, complete with matching cape. 
The handwork on the costume was done by the 
sister of one of his back-up singers. When she 
passed away, following a battle with cancer, 
before completing the work, the sister who per-
formed on stage with Jody, in Maury City, fi n-
ished the suit. 

 An added bonus for those attending, was the 
show’s opening with special guest, Larry How-
ard, a Johnny Cash Tribute Artist, who played 
guitar and shared memorable favorites from the 
beloved Man in Black. Larry pastors the town of 
Henning’s First Assembly of God Church, where 
Jody attends worship. 

 Concessions were available during the pro-
gram, with proceeds also going to N.O.A.H. 
Appreciation goes to Tate’s Grocery for help in 
providing snacks and drinks.

 Jody says, “Lee and Pete did a great job build-
ing the stage and accommodating our group to 
make us comfortable. My staff and I really en-
joyed the evening.” 

 As for N.O.A.H., a total of $3,160.00 was 

raised. It is only 
through generous giv-
ing such as this, that 
the organization can 
continue to help others. 
Thank you, N.O.A.H., 
for the important work 
you do.

 Thank you to Jody, 
Larry, and your staff 
for an evening fi lled 
with great fun and great 
music. 

 To Pete and Lee, for 
the once in a lifetime 
opportunity of attend-
ing an ELVIS concert 
in Maury City, and 
supporting N.O.A.H 
all at the same time, 
Crockett County says, 
“Thank you, thank you 
very much.” 

 N.O.A.H., Neighbors 
Offering Assistance 
and Hope, has spent 
about $826,787.84, 
while helping 913 fam-
ilies since its start in 
2005. In the past year 
alone, (July, 2021-
June, 2022) the organi-
zation, which offers aid to those suffering from 
cancer or other catastrophic illnesses, has served 
85 families within the Crockett County commu-
nity, spending $117,593.54. About 95% of funds 
raised is spent with businesses within the coun-
ty. All money comes from donations and various 
fundraisers. N.O.A.H is a real jewelto the folks 
of the county.

“I’m so lucky to be in the position to give. It’s 
really a gift to give.” - ELVIS PRESLEY

COMING IN THE JANUARY ISSUE OF 
THE CROCKETT ROCKET: in celebration of 
Elvis’s January 8th birthday, an interview with 
Elvis Presley Tribute Artist Jody Benjamin.
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Gideon’s Army:
Standing in the Gap

BY JUDY POSTON
judyposton1963@gmail.com

 They refer to themselves as Gide-
on’s Army. They take their name 
from a Bible lesson found in the Old 
Testament book of Judges, in which 
God crafted a plan for Gideon’s 
Army. His was a plan which would 
leave no doubt as to the source of 
their victory in battle.

 Since the summer of 2019, 
Gideon’s Army has met weekly 
to pray for the spiritual needs of 
the community, state, and nation. 
Their meeting place – Green Frog 
Village’s chapel. The time – six 
o’clock each Monday night. It is 
a prayer meeting all are invited to 
attend. 

 Their prayer time and mutual 
concerns have recently led them to 
form the West Tennessee Conser-
vative Caucus. Even more recent-
ly, they have undertook the task of 
beginning a review of the curricu-
lum taught in our county’s public 
schools. 

 The group is aware of a current 
tendency afoot in the nation to re-
vise, redefi ne, or even delete parts 
of our country’s history. They know 

there is a current trend to teach 
favoritism of Marxism and Com-
munism principals over those that 
guide a free democracy. They are 
concerned that what is known as 
Critical Race Theory is replacing an 
accurate understanding of American 
civics. Their belief is that it is vital 
parents and the community know 
what is being taught in our schools 
as it directly affects everyone in our 
society and steers the course of our 
future as a nation. 

 When the group spoke to 
Crockett County Superintendent 
of Schools P.A. Pratt, he directed 
them to Judy Hoover. Judy is the 
Director of Instruction, Curricu-
lum, and Assessment in the Crock-
ett County School System which 
includes Friendship, Gadsden, and 
Maury City Elementary Schools, 
as well as Crockett County Middle 
and High Schools. 

 Judy asked the group with what 
subject they would like to begin. 
When they answered, “history text-
books,” Judy made sure they had 
copies of each grade level’s histo-
ry book, beginning with third grade 
and going through the high school 

level. (Kindergarten – second 
grade’s history lessons are embed-
ded in their literacy program.)

 Judy took time to ensure the group 
was furnished with as much under-
standing as possible of the textbook 
selection process which begins with 
the Tennessee General Assembly 
and even involves the governor 
before making its way down a lad-
der with many rungs to the local 
school district. Here a committee 
of certifi ed, qualifi ed, local teachers 
go through a painstaking and time 
consuming process of reviewing 
options, reading through samples, 
and attending presentations by the 
various publishers. They are guid-
ed in their decision by policies and 
standards required of them by the 
state. Judy’s role is to make sure 
these teachers are armed with the 
tools and information they need 
to determine the best selection of 
books. Judy wants to impress upon 
the public that it is not an endeavor 
taken lightly, that much thought and 
consideration goes into the selec-
tion of textbooks.

 Now armed with the information 
given them by Judy and copies of 

each history book used in the coun-
ty’s school system, Gideon’s Army 
formed their textbook review com-
mittee – a group of ten interested 
citizens who volunteered to assist. 
Nancy Freeman, Bill Lovelace, 
John Avery Emison, Judy Blair, 
Ann Faulkner, Camille Nanney, 
Kaye Bobbitt, Christine Abel, Carol 
Rea, and Tony Emison, each took a 
text book to read and review. The 
committee began their review in 
September. They completed the re-
views by late October.

 The fi ndings of the committee are 
very encouraging with more than 
one of the reviewers stating they 
would be glad for their children and 
grandchildren to use the textbooks 
for learning. 

 Retired educator, Camille Nan-
ney, in reviewing the fourth grade 
Social Studies book, noted, “I 
found no evidence of the ‘Critical 
Race Theory,’ nor major historical 
facts being left out. The good and 
bad of our country’s history was 
presented in a way that the average 
fourth grade student could grasp 
major historical events.” 

 In her review of “World History 
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and Geography,” Nancy Freeman 
shared, “I did not detect any at-
tempt to indoctrinate students or 
introduce concepts such as CRT 
or Marxism. The Teacher’s Edi-
tion was rich in suggestions on 
how to introduce and enrich the 
content (of the textbook) and I 
was impressed by this resource for 
teachers.” She also added that no 
group or race was spoken of in a 
negative way.

 John Avery Emison stated in 
his review of “U.S. History: Re-
construction to Present,” the fol-
lowing, “I selected several critical 
topics from the index to read and 
review. I found no evidence of 
“Woke (Communism)” issues em-
bedded in the material. Although 
I would likely caution or correct 
some views if my children were 
learning from this book, I found 
nothing of an objectionable na-
ture.”

 Kaye Bobbitt did object to some 
of the material on climate change 
in the book she reviewed as being 

politically controlled more so than 
representing fact. 

 Bill Lovelace, a great lover of 
history, reviewed the seventeenth 
edition of “The American Pageant,” 
a history book used at CCHS. He 
offers the following, “This book has 
my stamp of approval completely. 
It is very indepth as a high school 
history book. I was very impressed 
that the book teaches our history in 
great depth. I did not read anything 
in the book that could be contrary to 
what I know. I wish I had had a book 
like this when I was in school...”

 World history books examined 
contained information on the Ho-
locaust, the rise and fall of import-
ant civilizations and cultures, as 
well as, the rise of Christianity, its 
history, and its spread throughout 
the Mediterranean and European 
world. Other religions were also 
mentioned.

 Since Gideon’s Army is made up 
of individuals who call both Crock-
ett and Haywood Counties home, 

they plan to begin a similar process 
of textbook review in the Haywood 
County Schools. 

 “In ancient times, cities had 
walls surrounding them to provide 
protection from enemies. When 
the wall was breached, the city 
was vulnerable to destruction. The 
only way to secure it was for peo-
ple to risk their lives by literally 
standing in the gap in the wall and 
fi ghting the enemy.” (taken from 
worldrelief.org.) Gideon’s Army 

has answered the call to stand in 
the gap, praying for America and 
advocating for a way of life that 
is threatened by those who would 
wish to change the narrative that 
is our history, destroy democra-
cy, families, and Christianity, and 
take away rights guaranteed every 
American by the Constitution...
rights that America’s Armed Forc-
es have fought and died to protect.

 Thank you, Gideon’s Army, for 
standing in the gap.
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Bells Assisted 
Living Halloween
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Maury City Presents Disney Themed Trail of Treats
BY JUDY POSTON

WITH RITA HENNING
 The Maury City Park was fi lled 

with festive balloons on the evening 
of Monday, October 31st. A Cin-
derella banner welcomed guests. 
Mickey and Minnie Mouse could 
be seen greeting costumed children 
and their families to the town’s Dis-
ney Themed Trail of Treats. 

 Organizers were putting their 
heads together, searching for ways 

to bring the community together 
when they came up with a unique 
way to entertain children and their 
families on this past Halloween.

They decided to hold their event in 
the town’s park. Bobbie Jean Wells 
spearheaded the event in which at 
least 200 people participated. 

 Some 16 booths were set up. 
The Carl Perkins Center passed 
out free snow cones and accept-
ed donations. The Town of Maury 

City provided hot dogs, chips, soft 
drinks, and bottled water. Churches 
and individuals provided candy and 
treats for the kids to enjoy trick-or 
treating. No one went away hungry. 
Laughter rang out through the park. 
A good time was had by all. 

 As the evening came to a close, 
folks began asking about next year 
as they bundled tired, but happy, 
children into their vehicles. A plan 
is in the works to do something 

similar next year, only bigger and 
better. Inquiries are already coming 
in from those who want to add their 
own booths to next year’s event.

 Bobbie Jean Wells would like to 
thank the Town of Maury City, its 
employees, and other volunteers 
who helped make this special eve-
ning a spectacular event for the 
community’s children and their 
families.
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Death Notice
Johnnie Bell Turner Webb

December 4, 1930 to November 16, 2022

Johnnie Bell Turner Webb was born on Decem-
ber 4th, 1930 and passed from this life into the 
next on November 16, 2022 at the age of 91. She 
was preceded in death by her parents, Robert Ri-
ley Turner and Eunice Irene Privett Turner; her 
husband of 54 years Olen Webb; her brother Har-
old, Billy, Robert Riley Jr., Charles, Rex, G.W., 
and David. She was also preceded in death by a 
grandson Jessie Lynn Lee.  

She is survived by a son and daughter in law, 
Riley and Shenia Webb; a daughter Susan Sullivan; six grandchildren: Mi-
randa Schroader (Tommy), Logan Lee, Rachel Chilcutt (Bradford), T.R. 
Webb (Kendell), Bo Sullivan, Amanda Hobock (Blaine); six great grand-
children: Mabry and Knox Schroader, Reagan Hobock, Sonnie Webb, Av-
ery and Aubrey Chilcutt and one Chilcutt great grandchild on the way. 
Also surviving are three sister in laws: Ann Turner, Belinda Webb, and 
Audrey Turner; special family friends Greg and Dessie Lumley and girls; 
and many loving nieces and nephews and other extended family members 
and friends.

Johnnie Bell was a lifelong member of the Alamo Church of Christ. She 
owned and operated an in home daycare for many years prior to going to 
work for the Alamo City School as a cafeteria manager. She worked at the 
school up until her retirement. After her retirement she assisted with child-
care again, becoming every child that she came in contact with’s “Granny.”

Visitation was November 18, at Ronk Funeral Home. Funeral was Sat-
urday at the Alamo Church of Christ. Interment was at Cairo Cemetery.

Pallbearers were: Steve Greenway, Allen Turner, Ray Neal Turner, Jo-
seph Webb, Willie B. Hughes Jr. and Nick Morris.

Honorary Pallbearers were: Tom Hughes, Brad Hughes, Gary Hughes, 
Tommy Sherrod, and Phil Kail.

The family would like to extend a special thank you to Kristen Byrd, 
NP; The entire staff of Avalon Hospice, especially Diamond Mackey and 
Liz Edwards, for the excellent care provided to our loved one these last 
few months. We are also thankful to Shirley Brown, Liz Schroader, and 
Cindy Jetton for assisting in her care these last few weeks. All of you have 
become our family and we would not have been able to carry on without 
your love, care, and support.

In lieu of fl owers, the family request memorials be made to Avalon Hos-
pice, Crockett County N.O.A.H., or the Crockett Mission

Death Notice
Gary Glenn Gooch

October 13, 1958 - December 2, 2022

On December 2, 2022, Gary Glenn Gooch 
passed away peacefully in his home.

Gary was preceded in death by his mother, Bet-
ty Gay Gooch. He is survived by his loving wife, 
Deby Kincaid Gooch, as well as his father, Harris 
Gooch, his twin brother Larry (Susan), sister Nina 
(Sissy) Neilson (Ed), and brothers Harris Wayne 
(Liz) and Mike (Lori). He is also survived by his 
children: Joey and Rachel Gooch and Christina 
and Benjamin Duffey. He leaves four grandchil-
dren: Samuel Gooch, James Gooch, Joely Duf-
fey, and Kay Duffey, who all affectionately called 
him Papa.

Gary was born in Water Valley, MS, and lived in Memphis during his 
younger years. He moved to Oxford, MS, for high school and then grad-
uated from the University of Mississippi as a piano performance major. 
During his college years, he met his wife, Deby. After Deby’s brother Joe 
passed away, Gary and Deby moved to Jackson, TN, deciding to continue 
Joe’s voice studio.

Gary and Deby were vocal coaches at Kincaid-Gooch Voice Studio for 
37 years, having recently retired. Gary spent his life teaching, encourag-
ing, and mentoring hundreds of young people. He accompanied them in 
shows and guided them down straight paths in life.

Gary also traveled with national touring companies of several musicals 
including the fi rst national tour of Mamma Mia! which he played over 
100 times. Gary was the music minister at Alamo First Christian Church, 
where he directed the choir and blessed many with his music on Sundays.

Gary had two loves: his family and his music. His complete dedication 
to both leaves behind a legacy of love, laughter, and beautiful music.

Visitation was December 5 and 6 at Alamo First Christian Church in 
Alamo, TN. Services were held at the church on December 6.

Pallbearers were Andy Metts, Paul Conley III, Ed Neilson, Glenn Neil-
son, Johnathan Neilson, and Andy Roark.

In lieu of fl owers, the family requests donations to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital.
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UT Martin Fall Commencement Is Dec. 10 
The University of Tennessee 

at Martin will hold fall com-
mencement exercises during two 
in-person ceremonies Saturday, 
Dec. 10, in the Kathleen and Tom 
Elam Center. Commencement 
times are 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., and 
tickets are not required to attend 
either ceremony. Doors will open 
45 minutes before each event be-
gins. 

UT Martin Chancellor Keith 
Carver will preside over the two 
ceremonies, and University of 
Tennessee System President Ran-
dy Boyd will provide the com-
mencement address and confer 
degrees at both events. Students 
who graduated following the 
2022 summer and fall terms will 
participate. A sign-language in-
terpreter will provide services for 
the hearing impaired during both 
commencement events. 

The 10 a.m. ceremony will in-

clude undergraduate and gradu-
ate-degree candidates from the 
colleges of agriculture and ap-
plied sciences, and business and 
global affairs. The 2 p.m. cere-
mony will also include both un-
dergraduate and graduate-degree 
candidates and include the col-
leges of education, health and 
behavioral sciences, engineering 
and natural sciences, and hu-
manities and fine arts. Each cer-
emony will be livestreamed at 
www.facebook.com/utmartin and 
www.youtube.com/utmartin. The 
ceremonies will be archived on 
YouTube for later viewing.

Receptions for graduates, their 
families and friends will be held 
in the Skyhawk Fieldhouse fol-
lowing both ceremonies. Addi-
tional information is available by 
calling the Office of University 
Relations at 731-881-7615.

UT PRESIDENT TO SPEAK – UT System President Randy Boyd 
(foreground) is pictured in this 2019 fi le photo seated on the stage 
during UT Martin fall commencement. Seated next to Boyd is Stuart 
McWhorter, now commissioner for the Tennessee Department of 
Economic and Community Development. Boyd will deliver the 
commencement address during both fall commencement ceremonies 
Dec. 10 in the Kathleen and Tom Elam Center.
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Holyfi elds Attend UTM 
Fall Preview Day

The University of Tennessee at Martin held its second Fall Preview Day 
of the year Nov. 12 on the main campus. Pictured at the event are Will 
Holyfi eld, student at Crockett County High School, and his mother, Me-
lissa Holyfi eld. Holyfi eld plans to study business. For more information 
about UT Martin, visit www. utm.edu.

Students Reenact 
Battle of Iwo Jima

Alamo Elementary boys celebrated Veterans Day and reenacted the Iwo 
Jima battle of World War 2. The Trail Life Troop served as the color guard 
that day, too.
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Cast of
The Wiz
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