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Fun Ways to Celebrate
Father’s Day This Year

Father’s Day presents an 
opportunity for people to 
honor the special men in 
their lives. These include not 
only dads, but father fi gures 
and other infl uential men 
who offer care and guidance 
to the people they love. 

Many celebrations contin-
ue to look different than they 
were prior to the pandemic, 
and Father’s Day festivi-
ties may still require some 
modifi cations this year, even 
if celebrations are not gov-
erned by the same restric-
tions as in 2020. The follow-
ing are some ways to show 
dads they are appreciated. 

Backyard bash
Restrictions on outdoor 

gatherings have eased up 
considerably in many areas. 
Outdoor parties are some of 
the safer ways to bring peo-
ple together, particularly if 
attendees maintain their dis-
tance. Weather permitting, 
families can host barbecues 
and enlist someone other 
than Dad to man the grill. 
Serve foods buffet-style and 
space out tables so people 
can safely celebrate.

Plan a sports 
outing

Professional sports teams 
are once again welcoming 
fans to stadiums and other 
venues, albeit with reduced 
capacities to maintain safe-
ty. It may be possible to pur-
chase tickets to an upcoming 
game and surprise Dad or 

Grandpa with tickets on Fa-
ther’s Day. Make Father’s 
Day festivities sports-cen-
tric, with coordinated deco-
rations and themed foods to 
set the scene.

Plan a game 
day

Whether your father likes 
board games, video games 
or crossword puzzles, gear 
Father’s Day around fun and 
games. Let Dad lead the way 
and choose the activity, and 
then everyone can step away 
from their screens and come 
together at the table over jig-
saw puzzles or trivia ques-
tions.

Host a beer 
tasting

If Dad is a beer lover, or-
ganize a trip to a local craft 

brewery to sample their of-
ferings. If establishments 
are closed or still restricting 
indoor seating, pick up beers 
from a few different brew-
eries and create a fl ight at 
home.

Host outdoor 
movie night

Perfect for a father who is 
a movie buff, borrow or pur-
chase a projector and show a 

movie on an outdoor screen 
or against a blank outdoor 
wall. Select one of Dad’s fa-
vorite movies to watch and 
invite friends and family to 
join in on the fun. Make sure 
there are refreshments at the 
ready and plenty of hot pop-
corn.

Celebrating Father’s Day 
this year may require some 
ingenuity, but there is still 
fun to be had. 



Page 4The Crockett Rocket - June 2021 www.TheCrockettNews.com

A Servant’s Heart:
Working for the Lord and Not for Men

BY JUDY POSTON
judyposton1963@gmail.com

 When her dear friend Randa Pratt 
heard she was going to retire, Ran-
da asked her husband, Director of 
Crockett County Schools P.A. Pratt 
if he was going to try to talk her out 
of it. “No,” was his reply, “because 
I know she has prayed about it.”

 “You have always had the perfect 
Bible verse or uplifting words for 
me just when I needed it the most.” 
- FES Principal Cindy Nolan

 “Your passion and desire for 

teaching is a great inspiration to 
me.” - Teacher Jeff Edwards

 “I will always remember your de-
sire to help the students want to be 
the best they could be and succeed.” 
- FES Secretary Karen Smith

 “You set an amazing example of 
what every teacher should strive to 
be!... You truly demonstrate what 
it means to ‘Love like Jesus.’” - 
Teacher Ashlee Hall

 “I had the best year of school of 
my life in your class. You were the 
best teacher ever... I will always re-
member the good times in second 
grade.” - Hunter Wayne Scallions

 When Cathy Shaw was a second 
grader sitting in Miss Virginia Kir-
by’s class just across the hall from 
the school cafeteria, she could have 
never imagined that one day she 
would stand in front of a class in 
that very room and teach her own 
group of second graders at Friend-
ship Elementary School. And, yet, 
it had been her dream ever since she 
was a little girl, to become a teach-
er. She had always loved playing 
school when she was growing up. 

 Cathy Thompson Shaw has a 
deep abiding love for the town she 
calls home and the school she grad-
uated from in 1981. “I love that you 
can go up town and people know 
your name,” she says. Her love 

for her school and community was 
surely encouraged by her parents 
and grandparents. It was her grand-
father who purchased the Thanks-
giving turkey for the school’s hol-

iday dinner when she was a student 
in school. She has since dedicated 
her entire teaching career – 34 years 
– to educating Friendship’s chil-
dren, all the while, loving them as if 

Cathy Thompson’s second grade 
picture as it appeared in the 1971 
INVADER, Friendship’s yearbook

Miss Cathy proudly sits in a rocking chair gifted to her by Friendship 
Elementary School teachers and staff.
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they were her own. As we 
sat down for our interview, 
Cathy told me two things, 
“I really want God to be 
glorifi ed in this AND I 
want to brag on my school 
and school system.”

 Following high school 
graduation, Cathy attend-
ed college at U.T. Martin, 
completing her student 
teaching at Finley Ele-
mentary School in Dyer 
County in 2nd grade. That 
same spring, she spent two 
months in an interim posi-
tion at Bells Elementary. 
Again, her assignment was 
2nd grade. When she was 
hired that fall at Friend-
ship Elementary, she was 
placed in, what else, but 
a second grade classroom 
– the very grade she had 
specifi cally trained for. It seemed 
there was a Hand guiding her ev-
ery step of preparation for the job 
that would become her life’s work. 
Cathy taught 2nd grade her en-
tire teaching career, always in a 
self-contained classroom, meaning 
she was responsible for teaching all 
subjects to her class.

 Cathy taught 17 years in the old 
school building and 17 years in the 
new building. The old building had 
the wooden fl oors that all schools of 
that age and time had. The reason 
for the need for the new building 
was that those wooden fl oors were 
falling into disrepair and were be-
yond fi xing. Cathy remembers chil-
dren dropping their lunch money. 
The money would fall between the 

ever widening cracks in the fl oor to 
the basement below. To hers and the 
students’ dismay, there was no way 
to retrieve the lost lunch money.

 Cathy shares a vivid memory, 
“I remember driving up at the old 
school one Friday morning think-
ing I was the luckiest person in the 
world doing something that I loved 
so much.”

 FES secretary Karen Smith and 
Cathy raised their kids together. 
Both attend church at Zion Hill. 
Once Cathy shared with her that she 
begins to pray for the students she 
will have in the fall the summer be-
fore. At that time she doesn’t even 
know their names, but God knew. 
As soon as she is given her class 
list, in late July or early August, 

she begins to pray for each student 
by name. She prays, confi dent that 
God knows a child’s need before 
she even knows that child’s name.

 Cathy says students new to her 
class always wanted to know if she 
had taught their mom and dad. What 
she loved most about teaching is see-
ing how much students grow, learn, 
and progress from that fi rst moment 
they walked into her classroom un-
til the following May when she sent 
them on to the next grade. “That mo-
ment,” she says, “when after trying 
strategy after strategy to teach a skill, 
you see that light bulb of understand-
ing go on in their heads... there’s 
nothing like it.”

 Cathy recalls Halloweens in the 
old building when the entire student 

body dressed up in costumes 
and their teachers walked 
them up town. The delight-
ed merchants would come 
out of their shops to wave 
to the children who would 
sit down on the sidewalk 
in front of the drugstore, 
dangling their feet in front 
of them, happily chattering 
to one another, excited at 
their adventure with their 
friends, as they enjoyed a 
special treat of a coke or ice 
cream. It was not uncom-
mon in those days for stu-
dents to walk to town with 
their classes for various rea-
sons – a trip to the post of-
fi ce to mail pen pal letters, 
for instance. During Desert 
Storm, “Miss” Cathy and 
her class walked to town to 
mail a box of items they had 

collected for the American soldiers 
fi ghting in the far off Middle East. 
Each Christmas, every student made 
an ornament which they hung on the 
large, festive tree up town.

 When time came to move to the 
new location, teachers and students 
regretted that loss of opportunity to 
walk up town with ease. However, 
then Principal Mary Marvin made 
sure that students felt some owner-
ship of the new building. On the day 
of the groundbreaking ceremony for 
the new building, buses carried stu-
dents and their teachers to the con-
struction site. As the fi rst shovels of 
sod were turned over by dignitaries, 
each of the students were given a 
plastic spoon so they could partici-
pate in the ceremony as well. They 

FES Principal Cindy Nolan, left, 
congratulates retiring teacher Cathy 
Shaw.

Former Principal Mary Marvin, left, with 
Cathy Shaw who is retiring this year.
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were permitted to dig, too. 
 Cathy taught her own son, 

Andy, in 2nd grade. She tells 
the following story. “One 
day, I knew something was 
bothering him. When I asked 
him what was wrong, he said 
he didn’t feel special. I told 
him, ‘When we are at school, 
I have to treat you like all 
the rest of the students, but 
when we get home, you’re 
my favorite second grader.’ 
This satisfi ed him and he 
never brought up the subject 
again.” 

 Cathy says she has always 
felt blessed to work with 
such amazing and Godly 
people as she has found in 
the Crockett County School 
System. At FES, she says, 
teachers not only educate 
students but everyone cares 
about the whole child. Needs 
such as food and clothing are 
met and students are shown 
they are loved. “Teaching,” 
she adds, “is truly a mission 
fi eld.”

 Cathy has had the privilege 
to teach under four principals 
– Nancy Colvett, Mary Mar-
vin, Allison Smith, and Cin-
dy Nolan. It was while Mary 
was principal that God be-
gan to speak to an individual 
within the community. A vi-
sion was laid on the person’s 
heart. For several nights, the 
individual would be awak-
ened in the night with direc-
tions for starting a fund that 
would help meet the needs of 
FES children and their fam-

ilies in the community. The 
person even knew what the 
fund was to be called - “Hugs 
and Hearts.” It was the same 
name as the Sunday school 
class the person attended.

 The fund still exists to 
serve those in need. A teacher 
may recognize that a student 
needs a new pair of shoes, a 
winter coat, school supplies, 

or a backpack. The teacher 
may realize that there is no 
money for gas this week for 
a family’s car, a family has 
no funds for a light bill, or 
money for Christmas pres-
ents for their kids. The need 
is accessed and money from 
the fund is used to help. The 
money is also used to keep 
clothes in the school clothes 
closet – to be used for emer-
gency needs on the part of 
students. 

 Anyone may contribute 

to the fund. Individuals give 
as do churches and Sunday 
school classes. Karen Smith 
shares, “Each time a check 
is written to meet a need, 
God replenishes with near-
ly the same amount as was 
paid out.” At this summer’s 
Vacation Bible School, of-
ferings, at Zion Hill, will be 
given to the Hugs and Hearts 
fund. Kids helping kids - the 
very thought puts a smile on 
Cathy’s face.

 Just recently a new family 
moved into town. Through 
no fault of their own, these 
people found themselves in 
dire straits with needs sim-
ilar to those resulting from 
a house fi re – they sudden-
ly had nothing. As teachers 
helped the children adjust 
to a new school, bonds were 
formed, trust was built, and 
the family confi ded to the 

teachers concerning their sit-
uation. Churches, business-
es, and the community be-
came involved, purchasing 
everything from bedspreads 
and linens to bath towels to 
kitchen items. The town of 
Friendship poured out their 
loved on this family, shower-
ing them with blessings.

 With the arrival of late 
spring, teachers’ duties mul-
tiply as state -wide testing, 
fi lling out report cards and 
records, packing up their 

room for the summer, and 
planning for next fall fi ll 
their thoughts and sched-
ules. All are looking forward 
to summer break, spending 
quality time with their own 
families, hoping to head to 
the beach for a little “R & 
R.” However, teachers at 
Friendship Elementary, with 
the backing of their commu-
nity, on top of all the above, 
busied themselves, this past 
week, with furnishing and 
setting up an apartment for 
this family – giving them the 
priceless gift of their own 
home – the fi rst one they had 
ever had. All they needed for 
their new home was donated. 
Cathy says, “It is a blessing 
to know such giving people.”

 Cathy, too, has been on the 
receiving end of such gener-
osity. She remembers when 
her husband, Ronnie, was so 
sick, her fellow teachers and 
members of the community 
designed a t-shirt. It was sold 
through-out the entire county 
and the proceeds helped with 
her family’s expenses. It was 
a bright beacon – a testimony 
of God’s love and care – in 
the midst of some dark days. 

 Cathy appreciates the 
Le Bonheur truck that now 
regularly makes its rounds 
amongst the schools in 
Crockett County offering as-
sistance in a variety of ways. 
FES and the community are 
also in the process of form-

ing a partnership with the 
Salvation Army as they eval-
uate which direction to go 
that would be most benefi cial 
for those served.

 Today, Cathy enjoys 
catching up with her former 
students, now grown, and 
meeting their families. She 
has had the experience of or-
dering from the drive through 
at the Dairy Queen and Son-
ic, only to hear the voice on 
the other side of the speaker 
phone exclaim, “Miss Cathy, 
this is_______! Do you re-
member me?” Hers was a 
voice they would never for-
get! Cathy, in turn, says, “In 
their grown-up faces, I can 
see their little second grade 
faces.”

 When Cathy announced 
her retirement, the teachers 
and staff immediately knew 
they wanted to do some-
thing special for their friend 
who has, as Principal Cindy 
Nolan, puts it, “a servant’s 
heart.” They began to put to-
gether a scrapbook fi lled with 
pictures taken from Cathy’s 
years of teaching – which 
they soon found were diffi -
cult to come up with. It was 
as if Cathy, down through 
the years, had hidden from 
the camera, they said. Anoth-
er precious ingredient to the 
keepsake treasure was cards 
and notes they collected 
written by teachers and staff, 
parents and students, detail-

Friendship Elementary School staff at the retirement 
reception for Cathy Shaw.

A picture from the past - (from left, front row) Barbara 
Fleet, LeeAnn Hastings, Donna Keel, Lisa Prescott, 
James Simmons, (back row) Jeff Edwards, Debbie 
Eison, Allison Smith, Christy Nichols, Cathy Shaw and 
Susan Jenkins.

Miss Cathy and Miss Kelly relaxing for a moment at 
the end of a school day.
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ing the importance of “Miss” Cathy 
in their lives, describing the special 
place she holds in their hearts. At a 
recent reception held in her hon-
or, the scrapbook was presented to 
Cathy along with a rocking chair. 

 “Mrs. Cathy Shaw is an amazing, 
Godly woman. As a child, I attended 
the same church that she, Mr. Ron-
nie, and Andy went to, and she was 
also my second grade teacher at the 
“original” Friendship Elementary 
School, when Mrs. Mary Marvin 
was principal. I remember two big 
events that happened as a child in her 
class. The fi rst was that my mom be-
came pregnant with my fi rst sibling, 
a little brother named Levi. Mrs. 
Cathy would talk to me about him 
and was so excited for me and my 
family when he was born in October 
of 2001. The second event was when 
the September 11th attacks on our 
nation happened. We were too little 

to fully understand what was hap-
pening at the time, but looking back, 
Mrs Cathy handled such a scary 
and nerve-wracking time with such 
composure and I am grateful that we 
were in her care. I didn’t talk to Mrs. 
Cathy for a long time after that, so 
you can imagine my shock when she 
and Mrs. Mary Marvin showed up at 
my house one day after I had gradu-
ated high school. They had brought 
me a sweet graduation/college gift 
(that I still use!), and we chatted for 
a little while. I remember going in-
side and crying; I was so moved at 
how she had gone out of her way to 
do that for me. When I got married 
in 2019, she came to my wedding 
shower and gave me the most beau-
tiful Pioneer Woman crockpot, that I 
love and cherish and think about her 
every time I use it. 

 When Mr. Ronnie passed away 
in 2014, my heart broke for her and 
Andy; I hated to see such a precious 
woman hurt the way I know she did. 
My grandfather also passed away, 
only a couple of months ago, and 
Mrs. Cathy and her mother were 
there to take care of us with lots of 
food and love.

 Mrs. Cathy and I have been 
through hard times together and 
some of the best times together, and 
even though we are not in each oth-
er’s daily lives, I will never forget 
Mrs. Cathy Shaw or the kindness and 
love she has always shown to those 
in need.” - Macy Knox Storms

 “Know that you will never be re-
placed or forgotten.” - Principal Cin-
dy Nolan

 “A really great teacher is hard to 
fi nd, diffi cult to part with, and impos-

sible to forget.” - FES Staff and PTO
 When P.A. Pratt, who Cathy de-

scribes as a Godly man, became Di-
rector of Crockett County Schools, 
he asked the teachers “Why do we 
do the things we do?” Cathy included 
this verse of scripture in her answer 
to that question. She says through-out 
her career, she has based her teaching 
on this verse. “It is always important 
to remember,” she says, “no matter 
what fi eld of work a person is in-
volved in.” The verse is taken from 

Colossians 3:23, “Whatever you do, 
work at it with all your heart as work-
ing for the LORD, not for men.”

 Best wishes for your retirement, 
“Miss” Cathy. We know you will 
continue to live by this verse, allow-
ing the LORD to guide your feet and 
direct your path and use you to bless 
and encourage others. 

 AND, as Jessica Rendon added to 
your scrapbook, we hope you make 
time to “Enjoy your seven day week-
end.”

Miss Cathy Shaw is retiring 
from  many years of teaching at 
Friendship Elementary School.
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For most of us, our schedules 
are so hectic and pressed for time 
that we fi nd ourselves continual-
ly procrastinating, delaying doing 
things that have no fi xed deadline. 
We all too often ignore the fact that 
there is a defi nite deadline that we 
know not when it will come – our 
death. We ignore the fact that we 
all must accomplish certain things 
before that deadline; that there 
will be no opportunity afterward. 
Whether one believes it or not, a 
day of Judgment is coming. “And 
just as it is appointed for man to 
die once, and after that comes 
judgment, so Christ, having been 
offered once to bear the sins of 
many, will appear a second time, 
not to deal with sin but to save 
those who are eagerly waiting for 
him” [Hebrews 9:27-28]. 

  For what will we be judged? 
“For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, so 
that each one may receive what 
is due for what he has done in 
the body, whether good or evil” 
[2 Corinthians 5:10]. “And I saw 
the dead, great and small, stand-
ing before the throne, and books 
were opened. Then another book 
was opened, which is the book of 
life. And the dead were judged 

by what was written in the book 
according to what they had done. 
And the sea gave up the dead who 
were in it, Death and Hades gave 
up the dead who were in them, 
and they were judged, each one of 
them, according to what they had 
done” [Revelation 20:12-13]. 

  Some may scoff and say that 
they believe none of this – but 
consider: “And then the lawless 
one will be revealed, whom the 
Lord Jesus will kill with the breath 
of His mouth and bring to nothing 
by the appearance of His coming. 
The coming of the lawless one is 
by the activity of Satan with all 
power and false signs and won-
ders, and with all wicked decep-
tion for those who are perishing, 
because they refused to love the 
truth and so be saved. Therefore 
God sends them a strong delusion, 
so that they may believe what is 
false, in order that all may be con-
demned who did not believe the 
truth but had pleasure in unrigh-
teousness” [2 Thessalonians 2:8-
12]. So, try as hard as one might, 
refusal to see the truth only brings 
condemnation.

 Cry out, as did those on Pente-
cost Day: “Now when they heard 

this they were cut to the heart, and 
said to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, ‘Brothers, what shall we 
do?’ And Peter said to them, ‘Re-
pent and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins, 
and you will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit’” [Acts 2:37-38]. 
Understand why: “Do you not 
know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into His death? We were 
buried therefore with Him by bap-
tism into death, in order that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, we too 
might walk in newness of life. 
For if we have been united with 
Him in a death like His, we shall 
certainly be united with Him in 
a resurrection like His. We know 
that our old self was crucifi ed 
with him in order that the body 
of sin might be brought to noth-
ing, so that we would no longer be 
enslaved to sin. For one who has 
died has been set free from sin. 
Now if we have died with Christ, 
we believe that we will also live 
with Him. We know that Christ 
being raised from the dead will 
never die again; death no lon-
ger has dominion over Him. For 
the death He died He died to sin, 

once for all, but the life He lives 
He lives to God. So you also must 
consider yourselves dead to sin 
and alive to God in Christ Jesus” 
[Romans 6:3-11].

 Die now to sin through bap-
tism, so that you can live eternal-
ly. Walk the godly walk: “Blessed 
is the man who walks not in the 
counsel of the wicked, nor stands 
in the way of sinners, nor sits in 
the seat of scoffers; but his de-
light is in the law of the Lord, and 
on his law he meditates day and 
night. He is like a tree planted by 
streams of water that yields its 
fruit in its season, and its leaf does 
not wither. In all that he does, he 
prospers. The wicked are not so, 
but are like chaff that the wind 
drives away. Therefore the wicked 
will not stand in the judgment, nor 
sinners in the congregation of the 
righteous; for the Lord knows the 
way of the righteous, but the way 
of the wicked will perish” [Psalm 
1].

Charles Yawn
Romans 16:16
church of Christ at Crossroads
Visit us at 2118 Johnsons Grove Rd., 
Bells, TN.
or at www.coccrossroadsrd.com

God’s Word is Truth



Page 9 The Crockett Rocket - June 2021Like us on Facebook!

Giving 
Thanks

BY JUDY POSTON
judyposton1963@gmail.com

 There were six siblings. The 
youngest, a little girl, died at 
birth. He, the fi fth child born to 
Don and Ruth Laster, was reared 
at the juncture of Johnsons Grove 
Road and Frog Jump Road. His 
family had no money. All they 
had was what they raised and yet, 
Don “Buster” Laster says he had 
a good life growing up on a farm 
surrounded by cows, hogs, and 
chickens. It was nothing uncom-
mon for he and his sister to come 
in after a full day of reading, writ-
ing, and arithmetic at school to 
kill as many as fi fty chickens for 
the family’s food supply. These 
would be added to the freezer 
along with some 150 or so squir-
rels his dad would bring in from 
hunting. This, along with vegeta-
bles the family raised, gave the 
Lasters food for the winter.

 Those families who lived near 
by, including the Butlers and the 
Thompsons, Don says, were, “the 
best neighbors.” He recalls fi rst 
chopping cotton for some of them 
when he was as young as 10 or 11 
years old. They paid him the same 
as the adults he worked alongside 
of in the fi eld. Don remembers 
stopping for a break on a hot July 
day, the sun’s scorching heat beat-
ing down on his back. Wiping the 
sweat from his brow, he savored a 
Coca-Cola that cooled his parched 
mouth and soothed his dry throat. 
It was a special treat – something 
the farm boy didn’t get very often. 
A couple or three years later, Don, 
still a young teen, took over the 
farming for his dad.

 During his growing up years, 
when Don needed a new pair of 

shoes or jeans, he could walk into 
Robertson’s Dry Goods Store in 
Maury City and pick up what he 
needed. Mr. Robertson knew he 
could count on payment when the 
crops came in. 

 When Don became old enough 
to drive, he claimed an acre and a 
half of cotton he had raised on Mr. 
Jetton’s place for himself, telling 
Johnny Austin at the gin it was 
to be considered his. The money 
made from that crop purchased an 
automobile for Don and his sis-
ter, which he bought from Rupert 
Hughes.

 After graduating from Crockett 
High School in Maury City, Don 
went to work for Frank Kail at 
his store on the square in Alamo. 
Being an outside person, Don was 
only too glad to deliver grocer-
ies for the ladies in town who, in 
turn, trusted him so much so that 
they would pay for their grocer-
ies, leave the store and fi nish their 
other business in town, while Don 
delivered their groceries to their 
house. When leaving home, the 
women would leave their doors 
unlocked so Don could take their 
food into the house, place frozen 
foods into the freezer, put cold 
storage items into the refrigerator, 
and leave other items on the kitch-
en table. In time, Don became 
Frank’s assistant manager.

 By this time, he and wife, Ann, 
had a growing family. Wayne For-
sythe worked at the store some. 
Wayne’s family, including his 
parents, shopped there. One day, 
Wayne’s father, Mr. J.C., sent word 
for Don to come see him. J.C told 
Don his father-in-law’s house was 
empty. He would be glad to sell 
the house to him if interested. Don 

was able to borrow the money for 
the down payment. His monthly 
payments were $40.00 and, every 
six months, he paid interest. Frank 
gave him a $5.00 raise – enough 
to pay the interest each time it was 
due. 

 In June of 1969, Don went into 
business with Coy Thomas at 
Crockett Lumber and Redi Mix, 
which was owned by the Thomas 
brothers at the time. Don ran the 
backhoe for the business. In No-
vember of that year, Don bought 
his partner out. He continued to 
work at Big Star in Humboldt un-
til the following spring.

 An even more important mile-
stone had taken place a short time 
earlier, when he made the most 
important decision of his life. It 
occurred at Pond Creek Church on 
August 11, 1968, the day he gave 
his heart to the LORD. Just one 

week later, his parents were saved 
at Maury City Church of God. The 
family would never be the same. 
Now, as he entered a new line of 
work, everything he did, he did on 
faith.

 At one point, Don needed a new 
machine for his business. There 
was a certain machine, however, 
that he knew he didn’t want as he 
knew, fi rsthand, how the previous 
owners had mistreated it. A deal-
er, however, bought the machine, 
disguised it, painted it, and sold it 
to Don. When Don realized what 
had happened, he went back to 
see the man who had sold the ma-
chine to him. He argued with the 
man all day long. The man refused 
to take it back. At the end of the 
day, Don went home and prayed 
about the situation. “I am going to 
lose everything,” he told God. He 
felt the Holy Spirit directing him 

Don Laster and Pat Williams



Page 10The Crockett Rocket - June 2021 www.TheCrockettNews.com

to go back to see the man again. 
He went back. When Don came 
into the man’s view, the man said 
to him, “How you doing?” When 
Don heard the tone of the man’s 
voice, he knew things were going 
to be different today. “Look,” the 
man said, “I have this other ma-
chine. You want it – we’ll put you 
in it and you can go to work.” Don 
told him, “I don’ have money to 
buy groceries, much less that ma-
chine.” “Don’t worry,” the man 
told him, and, true to his word, he 
worked things out with Don, in-
cluding low payments, so he could 
get the machine he so needed. 
There were three times, he tells, 
he went completely broke. Three 
times God brought him back. It 
will be 52 years in June that he 
has been in the back hoe business.

 Having reached the decision 
to retire, it is of utmost impor-
tance to Don that he thank those 
like Bobby Conley, at the bank, 
who was willing to back him, and 
Paul Conley, at Alamo Construc-

tion, who kept him in work. Don 
worked for Warren Construction 
some 50 years, beginning with 
Andy’s grandfather, and then his 
dad, before working with Andy 
himself. He started long ago with 
Thomas “Sluggo” Archer and con-
tinued to work for him till the day 
he died. Don has served Pictsweet 
for many years. He acknowledges 
he hates to make mention of one 
customer without mentioning an-
other, but truly appreciates each 
one he has worked for over the 
years. “I want to thank customers 
for patronizing my business and 
for their faithfulness in allowing 
me to continue to work for them 
through the years,” he says. Don 
also wants to recognize those that 
worked alongside him through-
out the years, including those that 
remained with him for a great 
number of years – Elliott Ballard, 
George Sollis, and John Reese. 
For all of these, Don gives thanks. 

 Today, Don attends Maury City 
Baptist Church. He has three chil-

dren – Donald, Beverly, and Chad, 
seven grandchildren, and one 
great grandchild. Following the 
death of his 2nd wife, Rebecca, 
he and Pat Williams spend much 
of their days together, their little 
dog always nearby. Whether it’s 
going out for a steak, sitting on 
the screened in porch watching 
the sun go down, or side by side 
on a pew, sharing a hymnbook, on 
Sunday, the two revel in each oth-
er’s company. 

 Don has been in his home over-
looking the lake fi lled with cat-
fi sh, bass, and brim for about three 
years. He tells that when he was 
building his cabin, he would work 
on it all day, then son Donald 
would come over after he got off 
work, tear down everything his 
dad had done that day, and redo it 
right. Don loves having his church 
family out to the lake, as well as 
Pat’s grandchildren and his own. 
It brings both joy to see the little 
ones standing on the bank, a pole 
in their hands, their faces aglow 

with the excitement of reeling in 
their catch.

 The following prayer has no au-
thor listed but seems to describe 
some aspects of Don’s life well:

“I love the great outdoors,
Enjoying this great world of 

Yours,
A fi sherman with countless 

dreams, 
Of fi shing in Your lakes and 

streams.

I cast my line, then cast my cares
And know You will answer my 

every prayer.
I’ll catch a fi sh and when I do,
I’ll always offer my thanks to 

You.

I hope that I can also be
Just like a man from Galilee,
Who shared with everyone... 
Jesus Christ – God’s only Son.
Amen”

Happy retirement, Don!
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Tails And Tales –
Crockett Memorial Library’s
Summer Reading Program

BY JUDY POSTON
judyposton1963@gmail.com

 The cat is out of the bag and the 
librarians are going ape over the 
plans as Crockett County Memori-
al Library gears up for an exciting 
summer reading program that is re-
ally something to crow about. It is 
scheduled to take place during the 
month of June and all of Crockett 
County’s children are invited to at-
tend. No need to go on a wild goose 
chase to learn all the details. Hold 
your horses and read the lion’s share 
of the information here.

 “Tails and Tales,” is the theme for 
this year’s program. Now, don’t that 
get your goat? The fi rst session will 
be held on Tuesday, June 1st, 2:00-
3:00 in the afternoon. Additional 
programs will be held at the same 
time, each Tuesday in June. Stories, 
crafts, games, snacks, and other ac-
tivities built around the theme will 
be included. A number of special 

guests are expected, all with tails, 
some feathered, some furry, 2 and 4 
legged friends, and at least one with 
no legs at all. Kids will not want to 
miss hearing their tales. 

 June 1st will feature a special 
kick-off with animals, native to the 
wild, from Chickasaw State Park. 
Don’ be chicken, come on out and 
meet the mysterious guests. 

 June 8th is designated Farm An-
imal Day. Each child attending will 
make their own container of butter 
with Sarah Poole. (If the milk gets 
spilled – no problem. We will just 
turn the udder cheek and mooove 
on.) April Hilliard will be attending 
with a menagerie of her fantastic 
farm animals.

 June 15th’s session will feature 
a fun Safari Animal Hunt as well 
as a visit from a canine police of-
fi cer and his partner, arranged for 
the library courtesy of the Crockett 
County Sheriff’s Department and 

Sheriff Troy Klyce. Don’t let the cat 
get your tongue – that’s something 
worth barking about.

 June 22nd is “Under the Sea” Day. 
Those involved in rescuing animals 
in Crockett County will be present 
and will share info on how others 
can help. Let’s all “paws” and learn 
what we can do to help these heroes 
and the animals they rescue.

 June 29th will be the grand fi na-
le. Mr. Bond, the Science Guy, from 
Nashville will be in the house shar-
ing cool science experiments. The 
2021 summer reading program will 
close out with a butterfl y release – 
each child present will have the op-
portunity to release a butterfl y.

 Children from lap sitters through 
6th graders are invited to attend. 
Registration continues to take place 
during regular library hours. All 
those who register receive a spe-
cial goody bag. There is no charge 
for the program or activities. If you 

register late or miss a session – no 
problem! Come on – you will have 
a moovelous time. 

 In keeping with the theme, par-
ticipates and library patrons are in-
vited to bring canned pet food, tow-
els, blankets, and chew toys to help 
meet the needs of animals rescued 
in Crockett County. There will be 
a spot designated in the library for 
dropping off these items during the 
month of June in concurrence with 
the summer reading program.

 Come on out for a whale of a 
good time at this year’s summer 
reading program! You will be glad 
you did!

 Until then, see how you fare at 
matching these descriptions to the 
correct animal listed below. All 
have landed book deals – their sto-
ries available for reading – a great 
way to pass those hot dog days of 
summer...

Stuart Little
The Cat in the Hat
Baloo
Toto
The Very Hungry Caterpillar
Wilbur
White Fang
Flicka
Rikki Tikki Tavi
Pete the Cat
Moby Dick
Kala
Winnie the Pooh
Hedwig
Pongo
Aslan
Clifford
Polynesia
Little Ann
Peter Rabbitt 

He loves his white shoes.
the owl from the Harry Potter series
Dr. Doolittle’s parrot
A yearling mustang, Ken McLaughlin wants her for a friend.
Mischievous and disobedient, he gets into Mr. McGregor’s garden.
 Emily Elisabeth’s big, red friend
Dorothy’s little furry friend
Dr. Seuss’ reckless feline
Ahab’s formidable foe in a sea-faring adventure 
On Monday, he ate through one apple, but he was still hungry.
He was “SOME PIG.”
 a resident of the Hundred Acre Woods
E.B. White’s character who “looked very much like a mouse/rat in every way.”
pet of Roger Radcliffe, mate of Perdita
She loved Old Dan.
He gave up his life so that Edmund might live.
His most challenging pupil is the “man-cub,” Mowgli.
A valiant, young, Indian grey mongoose
An ape, she is the adoptive mother of Tarzan.
Jack London’s wild wolfdog
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UTM Names Spring
Chancellor’s Honor Roll

The outstanding academic achievements of undergraduate students at the 
University of Tennessee at Martin have been honored with publication of 
the Spring 2021 Chancellor’s Honor Rolls for the College of Agriculture 
and Applied Sciences, College of Business and Global Affairs, College of 
Education, Health, and Behavioral Sciences, College of Engineering and 
Natural Sciences and the College of Humanities and Fine Arts.

To be eligible for the Chancellor’s Honor Roll recognition at UT Martin, 
a student must take at least 12 hours of credit (pass-fail courses are not 
included) and achieve a 3.2 (B) grade point average based on a 4.0 scale.  
Students can make the Chancellor’s Honor Roll with honors (3.2 through 
3.49), high honors (3.5 through 3.79) or highest honors (3.8 through 4.0).

 
Alamo – Jimmie R. Depriest, Highest Honors; Billy D. Gauldin, Honors; 

Jamie L. Knox, Honors; Hayden S. Love, Highest Honors; Amy E. Wil-
liams, Honors; Addison B. Woodward, Honors.

Bells – Allison H. Arnold, Honors; Cruz M. Chapina, Honors; Emma C. 
Hilliard, Highest Honors; Sydnee R. Kalinisan, Highest Honors; Brianna 
N. Stephens, Highest Honors; Jacob L. Williams, Highest Honors.

Crockett Mills – James C. Blankenship, Honors; Logan W. Johnston, 
High Honors.

Friendship – Madison L. Holmes, Highest Honors; Christian B. Hutchi-
son, High Honors; Courtney M. Spires, High Honors.

 
In addition, Chancellor’s Honor Roll honorees with ties to Crockett 

County include:
 
Dyersburg – Claudia P. Robertson, Highest Honors.
Martin – Parker L. Brogdon, Honors; Micha J. Climer, Honors; Joseph 

D. Mooney, High Honors.
 
UT Martin is a comprehensive regional institution in the University of 

Tennessee System offering 18 bachelor’s degree programs and fi ve mas-
ter’s degree programs. The main campus in northwest Tennessee is one of 
four primary UT campuses. For more information, visit utm.edu.

Dad Jokes That Will Have the 
Whole Family Laughing

"I'm afraid for the calendar. Its 
days are numbered."

"My wife said I should do lunges 
to stay in shape. That would be a big 
step forward."

"Why do fathers take an extra pair 
of socks when they go golfi ng? In 
case they get a hole in one!"

"Singing in the shower is fun until 
you get soap in your mouth. Then 
it's a soap opera."

"What do a tick and the Eiffel 
Tower have in common? They're 
both Paris sites."

"What do you call a fi sh wearing a 
bowtie? Sofi shticated."

"How do you follow Will Smith 
in the snow? You follow the fresh 
prints."

"If April showers bring May fl ow-
ers, what do May fl owers bring? 
Pilgrims."

"I thought the dryer was shrinking 
my clothes. Turns out it was the re-
frigerator all along."

"What do you call a factory that 
makes okay products? A satisfacto-
ry."

"Dear Math, grow up and solve 
your own problems."

"What did the janitor say when he 
jumped out of the closet? Supplies!"
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TEC Participating in FCC
Emergency Broadband Fund

Qualified households 
eligible for discounted 

broadband service

TEC is collaborating with the Fed-
eral Communications Commissions 
(FCC) with the new Emergency 
Broadband Benefi t program, to help 
lower the cost of broadband service 
for eligible households during the 
on-going COVID-19 pandemic for 
a limited time.

The Emergency Broadband Ben-
efi t Fund, or EBB, set aside $3.2 
billion to assist in covering the 
cost of internet service for eligible 
households. This program provides 
a discount of up to a $50 per month 
toward broadband service. The ben-
efi t also provides up to a $100 per 
household discount toward a one-

time purchase of a computer, lap-
top, or tablet if the household con-
tributes more than $10 and less than 
$50 toward the purchase through a 
participating broadband provider.

“This past year has presented 
many challenges for all of us, and 
we want to help in as many ways as 
we can,” TEC Executive Vice Pres-
ident Joey F. Garner said. “We en-
courage customers that are eligible 
for the Emergency Broadband Fund 
to please reach out to us and enroll 
to take advantage of this opportuni-
ty while it lasts.”

A household is eligible if one 
member of the household meets at 
least one of the criteria below:

Has an income that is at or be-
low 135% of the Federal Poverty 
Guidelines or participates in certain 
assistance programs, such as SNAP, 

Medicaid or the FCC’s Lifeline pro-
gram;

Approved to receive benefi ts 
under the free and reduced-price 
school lunch program or the school 
breakfast program, including 
through the USDA Community Eli-
gibility Provision, in the 2019-2020 
or 2020-2021 school year;

Received a Federal Pell Grant 
during the current award year;

Experienced a substantial loss 
of income through job loss or fur-
lough since February 29, 2020 and 
the household had a total income in 
2020 at or below $99,000 for single 
fi lers and $198,000 for joint fi lers; or

Is eligible criteria for a participat-
ing provider’s existing low-income 
or COVID-19 program.

Emergency Broadband Benefi t 
enrollment began on May 12, 2021. 

Eligible households can enroll by 
visiting TEC.com. Additional in-
formation about the Emergency 
Broadband Benefi t is available at 
www.fcc.gov/broadbandbenefi t

ABOUT TEC
TEC provides economic stability 

to its local service areas, employ-
ing more than 200 people across 
Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee, 
Georgia, and Louisiana. Currently, 
TEC has invested in and maintains 
approximately 1,400 miles of fi ber 
in rural markets. For nearly a cen-
tury, TEC has been a forerunner 
in providing telecommunications 
services to rural America and was 
the fi rst to bring internet options to 
many rural markets more than 20 
years ago. For more information, 
visit www.TEC.com or social me-
dia @TECconnects.
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For Such a Time as This
BY JUDY POSTON

judyposton1963@gmail.com
 It was early November, 2008. 

Thanksgiving was just around the 
corner. Patricia’s oldest son, Pat-
rick, was in the Marines. Younger 
son, Riley, was 18. Riley asked his 
mom to go to church with him. It 
was the last place she wanted to be, 
but... she didn’t want to disappoint 
her child again... 

 Riley was living with her parents. 
All her things were at her Mama’s, 
too. Patricia and the guy she was 
with would get into it. They would 
fi ght and argue. She’d leave him 
and go home. They would get back 
together and then everything would 
start all over again. It was an end-
less spiral. 

 Arriving at the church, Patricia 
felt oh, so uncomfortable. She left 
her pew. Headed to the restroom. 
She needed a place to think, to plan – 
how could she get out of this place? 
She had no car. Riley had driven her 
to the church. Sitting in the passen-
ger seat, she hadn’t noticed the way 
they came. She didn’t know where 
she was. She didn’t know her way 
around the area. Having no other 
choice, she returned, howbeit reluc-
tantly, to her seat.

 Patricia was addicted to meth. 
As Brother Eddie Martin began to 
preach, she thought, “I’ve been set 
up.” The life he described to the 
congregation was hers – someone 
must have told him all about her. 
But, then, he began to tell things 
about her that NO ONE knew. 

 Sitting in her seat, she began to 
silently question God. Every ques-
tion she whispered to God in her 
head, the preacher answered aloud. 
Finally, Patricia told God, “If he’s 
talking to me, let him look at me.”

 The pastor immediately walked 
to the end of the pew where she sat. 
Lowering his head, looking down at 
the fl oor, he said softly so that only 
she could hear, “I’m not going to 
look at you. I don’t want to embar-
rass you.” 

 Patricia Bushart Merrell grew 

up in the small community of Frog 
Jump. She was raised in church – 
her Mama made sure of that.

 At 19, Patricia married. One 
morning just two weeks later, at her 
home in Jackson, she woke up to a 
strong craving for strawberries and 
sour pickles. Patrick was a “honey-
moon baby.” Eighteen months later, 
Riley was born. Soon after his birth, 
the boys’ father left.

 She, with the help of her sec-
ond husband, reared her two boys. 
This marriage, too, ended in 2006. 
Patricia realizes now they could 
have made the marriage work IF 
they had put Jesus fi rst. In Patricia’s 
own words, following the separa-
tion and divorce, she didn’t hold it 

together AT ALL. The couple, over 
the years, had partied. There were 
already problems in her life, bad 

habits she had developed, a life-
style that wasn’t in her best interest. 
However, in the past, her husband’s 
presence had been a buffer in many 
ways.

 Within a year after the break-up, 
the drugs had taken over. She be-
came involved in yet another rela-
tionship. He was abusive. She had 
become a drug addict. Now she was 
a battered woman as well. She re-
calls lying in bed, unable to get up – 
he had beat her so. At one point, he 
beat her for some 18 hours straight. 
Her body wracked with pain, her 
heart fi lled with anguish, fear, and 

dread, the thought crossed her mind, 
she could kill him, put the gun in 
his hand, then pull the trigger to kill 
herself. No one would ever know. 
It was at the lowest point in her life 
that Riley invited her to church.

 By the time Brother Eddie gave 
the altar call that night, Patricia was 
more than ready to surrender her life 
to the One who created her, the One 
who knew her better than anyone 
else, yet, loved her most of all. Pa-
tricia had looked to men and drugs 
to fi ll the emptiness in her life. She 
now knew the truth of her mother’s 
words – there is a God-shaped hole 
in every person’s life. “Stuff” won’t 
fi ll the void – only God. When the 
preacher inquired who needed to 
come forward, she had made up 
her mind as surely as if she had her 
hand up in the air, answering, “Me, 
me... this message is for me.” She 
couldn’t get to the altar fast enough. 
Brother Eddie and women in the 
congregation that night knelt be-
side her, their arms around her, their 
love enveloping her, and prayed for 
her, leading her to a saving knowl-
edge of Jesus. Patricia says, “God 
RADICALLY changed me.” Never 
since has she used a drug. Never 
since has she even smoked a ciga-
rette. The light of God radiates on 
her face. His love shines from her 
eyes. Patricia has been transformed 
by God’s matchless grace.

 Patricia believes she would have 
never survived till this point in her 
life, had it not been for her praying 
mother. She had been in rehab three 
times. There had been several sui-
cide attempts on her part. She had 
awaken in a hospital following an 
overdose. At one point, she was tak-
en to Western State. Even though 
she had left three suicide notes, she 
was able to convince them that she 
had never intended to take her own 
life. The hospital released her. Pa-
tricia says, “All I know is this – had 
I not gotten saved and delivered 
when I did, I would not be here to-
day.” The fi rst verse God impressed 
upon her heart after she was saved 

Chuck and Patricia Bushart Merrell
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was, “Be still and know that I am 
God,” Psalm 46:10.

 Patricia’s sister, Pam’s fi rst words 
to her when she saw her next was, 
“Sissy, your face looks different. I 
see a peace on your face that I’ve 
never seen there before.” Patricia 
knew it was a peace that she had nev-
er before possessed. She knew that 
both of her little sisters had prayed 
for her. Pam now invited her to come 
to her house and stay for awhile.

 In the summer of 2009, Patricia 
found herself in a place she nev-
er thought she’d be. She enrolled 
in EMT classes at Dyersburg State 
Community College. She started to 
work - 3rd shift at the Huddle House. 
Her pastor rented her an apartment. 
It was hers rent free for three months 
until she could get on her feet. Her 
church family fi lled it with all the 
things she would need. The apart-
ment was in a bad part of town. 
She spent long hours on her feet in 
the restaurant. Homework piled up. 
However, she never complained. 
She was so happy to be free. She 
looked around her at the blessings 
God had given her and gave thanks 
from a joyful heart.

 Patricia still thought of the man she 
thought she still loved. She seldom 
saw him, but she prayed for him, and 
enlisted others to do the same. She 
knew she had gotten out of the fi re 
and just in time... she wanted him to 
get out of the fi re, too.

 Meanwhile, a customer, whose 
work brought him to Dyersburg 
each day, would arrive at the Huddle 
House early each morning for break-
fast. At 5:00 A.M., it was usually just 
her, the cook, and Chuck. The three 
became accustomed to their daily 

visit and talk. 
 In January 2010, Riley entered the 

army reserves. At the Huddle House, 
Patricia was pouring coffee and 
shedding tears. Chuck, who lived in 
Camden, quietly offered a hug and 
softly assured her he would be pray-
ing for her and her son. The sincere 
gesture touched her heart. She got 
his phone number from someone 
else, and when she got home, text-
ed him a simple, “Thank you!” He 
texted back. She texted his number 
again. He answered... and so it went. 

 When the heat went out in her 
apartment, he asked, “Do you want 
me to come get you? We can hang 
out.” Her heat was soon fi xed (much 
to her disappointment), but she told 
him, “Come get me anyway.” The 
two dated a year and a half before 
becoming husband and wife. To-
gether, the couple have four sons, 
four “daughters-in-love,” and twelve 
grandchildren – six boys and six 
girls.

 Before Patricia came to know the 
LORD as her Savior, she had had no 
real relationship with her family for 
quite sometime. She was not present 
for them when they needed her. The 
day she learned her mother had can-
cer, she slipped out of the hospital 
room at Jackson General and walked 
down the hall to fi nd a place to be 
alone and pray. She told God, “I’ve 
always been the weak link in my 
family. Please give me strength.” As 
days went by, her family, her sisters 
would recognize and voice that it 
was Patricia who had been the strong 
one during the diffi cult days – the 
one the rest of the family could rely 
on. It was just one way that Patri-
cia realized God restoring so much 

more to her life than she had ever 
had before. 

 Patricia and Chuck had been mar-
ried three years when they moved to 
a one bedroom apartment in Odessa, 
Texas, due to Chuck’s work. They 
had been there less than a month 
when they found Chapel Hill Bap-
tist Church, where they met some of 
the best friends they have ever had – 
friends whom they still keep in con-
tact with – friends they still count on 
for prayers and encouragement.

 The year was 2018. Patricia’s 
mother fought the battle with cancer 
and went home to be with the LORD. 
Chuck had had some heart issues. 
Patricia suffered a bad break to her 
leg. Able to do little else except lie 
in bed while recuperating, Patricia 
found herself mourning deeply the 
loss of her precious mother who had 
always been there for her.

 Her dear friend, Sheila, one of 
many who had befriended her at 
Chapel Hill, gave her a call. Sheila 
could hear in her voice that Patricia 
was not okay. The next thing Patri-
cia knew there was a knock upon her 
door. It was Sheila. She had come all 
the way from Odessa to minister to 
Patricia, to love on her, and to see 
her through the dark days she was 
facing. It was then that God began 
teaching Patricia about eternal fam-
ily. 

 Today, Patricia realizes God has 
done such miracles in her life. She 
and Chuck attend Zion Baptist 
Church in Haywood County. While 
she teaches a Sunday School class 
for single ladies, Chuck teaches a 
class for couples. Their pastor, she 
says, preaches truth. “He doesn’t shy 
away from the truth and the people 

are aligning with him.” 
 It was back in 2013, in that little 

apartment in Odessa, that Patricia 
began writing out devotions that 
would ultimately be bound into a de-
votional released just this past year 
entitled, “Jesus Loves You Most.” 

 It was also in Odessa that Patricia 
began to pray, “LORD, send me... 
I will go wherever You want me to 
go.” Patricia was thinking, “Perhaps 
Africa.” Instead, God sent her home 
to Tennessee. All she could think of 
was a prophet is not honored in his/
her own home. She begin to pray, 
“God, allow people to trust me.”

 In the week prior to our interview, 
Patricia had spoken in two differ-
ent churches. She feels equally at 
home whether Methodist or Baptist, 
Church of God or Presbyterian. She 
loves to see how different churches 
praise and worship. She is very seri-
ous about her own witness.

 Stories coming out of California 
of revival there excite and uplift her 
spirit. Patricia never wants to be 
found idle, comfortable while there 
are those headed for hell. She has the 
desire to go out into the highways 
and byways and bring in those who 
are lost and hurting, and in need of a 
Savior. Passion to share Christ fi lls 
her heart. She is ready to wage war 
on the enemy. Patricia tells, “I have 
always been a talker. Now I have 
something to talk about.” She longs 
to continue to honor the prayers of 
her mother. “No way,” she says, “am 
I going to let all that go to waste.” 

 G7:14 is a group Patricia has 
founded that focuses on the promise 
of God found in II Chronicles 7:14, 
“If my people, which are called by 
my name, shall humble themselves 
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and pray, and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways; then 
will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land.” Jesus Rallies (the next one is 
scheduled for June 19) focus on the 
need for reviving the church – their 
prayers are for this very thing. The 
group hopes to purchase a tent for 
their meetings as well as a sound 
system. They know God’s timing is 
perfect. They have faith He will sup-
ply every need. “God has not lit this 
fi re in me to not let it burn,” Patricia 
says confi dently.

 Last October, Patricia left work to 
devote herself to ministry full-time. 
She had laid out a fl eece before the 
LORD, wanting to make sure this 
was what He was calling her to do. 
There may be those who insist God 
will never put a sign on the side of 
the road telling the direction a person 
is to go. However, during this time, 
a friend actually sent a picture of a 
sign on Face Book. It read, “You’ll 
never know where you are going if 
you don’t leave where you are.” Pa-
tricia’s mission is to be free for what 
God wants her to do. 

 A month prior to her leaving work 
for full-time ministry, Patricia joined 
Jonathan Cahn, a Messianic Jewish 
Minister, in Washington D.C. for 
the National Day of Prayer, led by 
Franklin Graham. On the National 
Mall, a man inquired about her shirt 
which sported the G7:14 emblem.

 In Arlington, a woman on the 
street began yelling for a pastor. Pa-
tricia went to sit beside her. She and 
those with her offered to pray for the 
woman. However, at that point she 
refused to tell them her name and 
yelled repeatedly, “It’s time for you 
to go.” Patricia realized she was de-
mon possessed. She shared a part of 
her own story and told the lady, “I 
pray that someday you will fi nd me 
and share with me what the LORD 
has done for you.” 

 Afterward, while walking back to 
her hotel, she met a couple who had 
ministered for many years in Haiti 
where they came into contact with 
people who were demon possessed 
and who were delivered by God. 
They sat with Patricia and minis-
tered to her.

 The man she met on the National 

Mall, the couple who had ministered 
in Haiti, and others God put into her 
path on that trip are now a part of 
G7:14. The trip led to a Jesus Rally 
in Siloam Springs, Arkansas.

 There are those who have shared 
with Patricia that they believe that 
she, like Esther, in the Old Testa-
ment book of the same name, “has 
come to the kingdom for such a time 
as this.” Patricia even has a friend 
who insists on calling her “Esther.” 
One day while shopping at Good-
will, she picked up some cards. She 
pulled out one to read and saw that 
it had Esther 4:14 on it – the very 
verse that includes the words spoken 
by Esther’s cousin, Mordecai, “Who 
knoweth whether thou art come to 
the kingdom for such a time as this?” 
The verse alludes to the fact that God 
might use Esther to save His people, 
the Jews, from destruction. This He 
did indeed do.

 Patricia revels in sharing Jesus 
with others. She wants others to 
know, beyond a shadow of a doubt, 
that what God has done for her, He 
will do for them. She has taken this 
message to Transitions in Dyersburg 

and Isaiah House in Kentucky.
 The next Jesus Rally will take 

place at “The Amp” located in 
Brownsville at 23 South Lafayette 
Avenue at 2:00 P.M. on Saturday, 
June 19. The Rally will include 
praise, worship, and preaching. It is 
described as an old-fashion revival 
meeting. The fi rst part will be geared 
toward the youth. All are welcome to 
attend. Please bring a lawn chair for 
your comfort.

 For information concerning pur-
chasing a copy of Patricia’s devo-
tional, inviting her to speak to a 
church or other group, or for prayer, 
she may be contacted by phone at 
731-277-8718, by Face book (Patri-
cia C Bushart Merrell), or email at 
pmerrell25@gmail.com.

 Patricia says, “I feel so joyful 
being able to tell my story to the 
people who live in the place where 
I lived it.” She adds, “I hate the 
ugly roads I went down. However, I 
would crawl down every single one 
again – to get to Jesus. He’s done so 
much for my life.” It is truly a mes-
sage for such a time as these. 
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Ira L. (Bo) Burrow
February 28, 1932 – May 27, 2021

Funeral Services for 
Ira L. (Bo) Burrow were 
at 10:00 a.m., Thursday, 
May 27, 2021, at Nance 
Church of Christ in Ala-
mo, TN. Bill Mitchusson 
and Sandy Deloach con-
ducted the service.

Ira was born on Febru-
ary 28, 1932 in Manila, 
Arkansas to Emma Dee (Nicks) Burrow 
and Oscar William Burrow. He and his 
parents moved to Tennessee in 1937 and 
settled in the Liberty Hall Community 
where he spent most of his early life. He 
was a graduate of Gadsden High School, 
and proudly served in the Army during 
the Korean War.

His parents preceded him in death along 
with a sister Elizabeth (Burrow) Wood-
son Baker and a nephew Jim Woodson.

Ira leaves his wife of 32 years, Sally 
“Castellaw” Burrow; two daughters, 
Lynn Burrow Morton-Williams (Bob) 
of Parsons, TN, Dana (Burrow) Sanders 
(Ricky) of Alamo, TN; two step-daugh-
ters, Sandy (Edwards) Deloach (Barry) 
of Alamo, TN, Carin (Edwards) Barn-
hill (Ricky) of Bells, TN; step-son, 

Shane Edwards (Valarie 
Hughes) of Alamo, TN; 
grandchildren, Mere-
dith (Morton) Stallings 
(William), Paige (Mor-
ton) Woods (Lee), Blair 
(Morton) Demarco 
(James), Tara (Sanders) 
Johnson (Michael), Tif-
fany (Sanders) Cathey 

(Jason), Taylor (TJ) Clark (Maddie), 
Will Barnhill (Morgan), Wes Barnhill 
(Madelynn Crutchfi eld), Wade Barnhill, 
Trent Edwards (Brooke Prescott); Great 
Grandchildren, Grant and Emma Stall-
ings, Bo and Max Woods, Jett and Ivy 
Jane Johnson; nieces and nephews, Tran-
nie Woodson, Ruth (Woodson) Kelly, 
Dwayne Woodson, Rita Woodson.

Visitation was at Ronk Funeral Home, 
Wednesday, May 26, 2021, from 4:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

In lieu of fl owers, donations can be 
made to the Crockett County Veterans 
Association, Foundation Bank of Ala-
mo, c/o Annette Riddick, or to the Nance 
Cemetery Fund, c/o Ronnie Branch, 2376 
Emma Clark Road, Alamo, TN 38001.

Death Notice

Vets Donate Flag 
to ANRC

Alamo Nursing and Rehabilitation Center is honored and ap-
preciative to the Veterans Association for our new fl ag. Thank 
you guys so much it looks great!
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Sadiyah Little Is Crockett 4-H June Dairy Month Chair
Sadiyah Little has been named 

the 2021 June Dairy Month Chair-
man for Crockett County. 

Little was honored May 21 at the 
Tennessee June Dairy Month Kick-
off Event at Battle Mountain Farm 
in College Grove. The event includ-
ed recognition from Celeste Black-
burn, president of the American 
Dairy Association of Tennessee. 
The offi cial kickoff celebration rec-
ognized Tennessee 4-H member’s 
efforts to promote June’s National 
Dairy Month in Tennessee.

Co-sponsored by The Dairy Alli-
ance, 4-H and the Tennessee Farm 
Bureau, National Dairy Month 
activities are designed to commu-
nicate the value of milk and other 
dairy products to Tennessee con-
sumers. Chairpersons play a vital 
role in spreading dairy’s message in 
their communities.

“Being selected as the 2021 June 
Dairy Month Chairperson is a big 
honor and one I have wanted for 
many years,” Little said. “I feel 

that healthy habits 
are important and 
I would like to en-
courage and remind 
youth how important 
dairy products are to 
our bodies.”

Sadiyah, an eighth 
grader at Crock-
ett County Mid-
dle School, is the 
daughter of Michelle 
Little. She is an ac-
tive member of her 
church and her 4-H chapter, focus-
ing in Food Science, Leadership 
and Citizenship project areas. Little 
participates in 4-H groups like Hon-
or Club and Team Cuisine. She won 
the Piggy Bank contest and the TN 
4-H Beekeeping Essay in 2021.

“We wish Sadiyah much suc-
cess in her role of communicat-
ing the nutritional benefi ts of milk 
and dairy products to the people 
in Crockett County,” said Ameri-
can Dairy Association of Tennes-

see president Celeste 
Blackburn. “Sadiyah 
will appreciate the 
cooperation of the 
people there. Her in-
terest and enthusiasm 
will result in a better 
informed community 
from which all will 
benefi t.”

Originally deemed 
“National Milk 
Month” by Ameri-
can grocers in 1937, 

National Dairy Month began to 
promote dairy consumption during 
peak milk production in the sum-
mer. Today, it continues celebrating 
with the Southeast’s communities 
and companies through festivals, 
contests and even a special night 
dedicated to dairy farmers at the 
ballpark.

In 2020, there were an estimated 
30,000 Tennessee dairy cows living 
on 180 dairy farms producing 63 
million gallons of milk. The top fi ve 

milk producing Tennessee counties 
were: Loudon, Bradley, Monroe, 
McMinn and Bedford.

This year’s theme, “Dairy Pot-
ter,” encourages families to make 
milk their fi rst beverage choice due 
to its unique package of vitamins, 
minerals and nutrients that are an 
essential part of a healthy diet. With 
local media and farm bureaus, dairy 
farmers will be working alongside 
The Dairy Alliance to engage con-
sumers through social media, radio 
contests, T-shirt giveaways, events 
and more. For more information 
on how you can celebrate Nation-
al Dairy Month, please visit us on-
line at www.thedairyalliance.com/
dairy-farming/june-dairy-month/.

About The Dairy Alliance: On 
behalf of dairy farm families, the 
non-profi t The Dairy Alliance 
works with schools, health profes-
sionals, retailers, dairy processors 
and the public to promote dairy 
foods. For more information, visit 
www.thedairyalliance.com. 
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Dive into Dairy with a Cheesy Dinner Creation
There’s no denying the appeal of dairy in home 

cooking. Dairy helps make foods silky, creamy 
and more satisfying. Cheeses in particular can 
make meals more rich and more fl avorful, so 
much so that they can be truly addictive. 

Layering cheesy goodness can set any meal 
apart. That’s just what happens with “Cheesy 

Chicken Tortellini Bake” from “The Pampered 
Chef® Stoneware Inspirations” (The Pampered 
Chef® Ltd.) by The Pampered Chef® Test 
Kitchens. Freshly cooked chicken and home-
made tortellini can be used for this comforting 
casserole, but cubed, pre-cooked chicken and 
refrigerated tortellini also works.

Cheesy Chicken Tortellini Bake
Serves 6

Pasta mixture
1⁄2 cup chopped onion
1 teaspoon olive oil
1 garlic clove, pressed
1 jar (16 ounces) white Alfredo pasta sauce
2 packages (9 ounces each) refrigerated 

cheese-fi lled regular or spinach tortellini
11⁄2 cups cubed cooked chicken
1 cup milk
1 cup water
1 cup frozen peas
1⁄4 teaspoon ground black pepper
2 tablespoons snipped fresh basil leaves or 1 

teaspoon dried basil leaves

Crumb topping
1 ounce grated fresh Parmesan cheese
2 tablespoons butter or margarine, melted
1 cup fresh bread crumbs

Preheat oven to 400 F. For pasta mixture, chop 
onion. In a 4-quart casserole, heat oil over medi-
um-high heat; add onion and garlic pressed with 
a garlic press. Cook and stir 2 to 3 minutes or 
until onion is tender. Stir in pasta sauce, tortelli-
ni, chicken, milk, water, peas, and black pepper. 
Heat until mixture just comes to a boil; remove 
from heat. Stir basil into pasta mixture.

Meanwhile, for crumb topping, grate Parmesan 
cheese. Place butter in a small microwave-safe 
dish, microwave on high 30-45 seconds or un-
til melted. Stir in bread crumbs and cheese; mix 
well.

Spoon pasta mixture into a baking dish; sprin-
kle with crumb topping. Bake 15-20 minutes 
or until edges are bubbly and topping is golden 
brown.

Tip: Alfredo sauce in a jar can be found in the 
pasta sauce section of the supermarket. Do not 
substitute refrigerated Alfredo sauce; it may sep-
arate and curdle during baking.
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Alamo Mayor John Avery Emison shares his travels with our readers by 
posing with The Crockett Rocket at Everglades National Park in Florida.

Share your travels with us by submitting a photo with The Crockett Rock-
et via email to rocketmail68@yahoo.com or online at TheCrockettNews.
com. The deadline to submit items to the Rocket is the last Friday of each 
month.

Where in the World is

More Funny Dad Humor
"Have you heard about the choco-

late record player? It sounds pretty 
sweet."

"What did the ocean say to the 
beach? Nothing, it just waved."

"I only know 25 letters of the al-
phabet. I don't know y."

"How does the moon cut his hair? 
Eclipse it."

"What did one wall say to the oth-
er? I'll meet you at the corner."

“Why do seagulls fl y over the 
ocean? Because if they fl ew over 
the bay, we’d call them bagels.”

"What did the zero say to the 
eight? That belt looks good on you."

"Where do fruits go on vacation?" 
"Pear-is!"

"I asked my dog what's two minus 
two. He said nothing."

"What did Baby Corn say to 
Mama Corn? Where's Pop Corn?"
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