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The Peculiar Story of
Cinco de Mayo and
the United States

Cinco de Mayo is a Mex-
ican holiday celebrated by 
millions of people each year. 
Oddly enough, the major-
ity of those people live in 
the United States instead of 
Mexico.

Cinco de Mayo commem-
orates the Battle of Puebla, 
during which he Mexican 
Army overcame signifi cant 
obstacles to defeat the French 
Army under the direction of 

General Ignacio Zaragoza. 
On May 5, 1862, an attack-
ing French Army battled 
against Mexican forces that 
were roughly half the size of 
their opponents.

Despite that decided disad-
vantage, the Mexican Army 
won the battle.

Mexican forces would ul-
timately be defeated by the 
French a year later, but that 
same year witnessed the fi rst 

celebrations of Cinco de 
Mayo in California, where 
Mexican miners celebrated 
the heroic efforts of their 
countrymen a year prior.

Curiously, those 1863 
celebrations would prove 
to be a harbinger of things 
to come, as Cinco de Mayo 
eventually became a more 
prominent holiday in the 
United States than it did 
in Mexico. The only ma-

jor celebrations of Cinco 
de Mayo in Mexico, where 
the day is a holiday but not 
considered a signifi cant one 
(banks and government of-
fi ces remain open), take 
place in Puebla, though the 
neighboring state of Ve-
racruz also treats the day 
with a greater degree of 
signifi cance than elsewhere 
in Mexico. Historical reen-
actments of the battle and 
parades are part of celebra-
tions in Puebla.

Celebrations in the Unit-
ed States are considerable, 
as many people, including 
those with no ancestral ties 
to Mexico, look forward to 
May 5 as an opportunity to 
celebrate Mexican culture 
and food as well as the many 
traditions that make Mexico 
such a unique and special 
place.

Cinco de Mayo celebra-
tions in the United States 
bear some resemblance to 
the country’s St. Patrick’s 
Day celebrations. St. Patrick 
is the patron saint of Ireland, 
though many American St. 
Patrick’s Day celebrants 
have no connection to Ire-
land or the Catholic Church. 
Rather, the day has become 
an opportunity for people 
from various backgrounds to 
celebrate Irish culture, much 
like Cinco de Mayo marks a 
chance to celebrate Mexican 
culture.

Please celebrate Cinco de 
Mayo safely.

Serve up Homemade Salsa
this Cinco de Mayo

Much like St. Patrick’s 
Day is celebrated by people 
with no trace of Irish heri-
tage, Cinco de Mayo has be-
come a day of celebration for 
people who do not trace their 
ancestry to Mexico. In fact, 
History.com notes that Cinco 
de Mayo is a relatively minor 
holiday in Mexico, where the 
day commemorates a sym-
bolic yet not signifi cantly 
strategic win by a heavily 
outnumbered Mexican army 
over French forces sent by 
Napoleon III to establish an 
empire on Mexican land. 
In the United States, Cinco 
de Mayo has become a day 
to commemorate Mexican 
culture, including its much-
loved cuisine.

Food is front and cen-
ter at many Cinco de Mayo 
celebrations. Home cooks 
hosting friends or those who 

simply want to enjoy some 
homemade Mexican fare this 
Cinco de Mayo can try their 
hands at this recipe for “Fi-
ery Corn Salsa” from Kelley 
Cleary Coffeen’s “200 Easy 
Mexican Recipes” (Robert 
Rose).

Fiery Corn Salsa
Makes 2 cups

1⁄4 cup olive oil
3 tablespoons freshly 

squeezed 
 lime juice
2 teaspoons minced fresh 
 cilantro
3 tomatoes, seeded and 

diced
11⁄2 cups corn kernels
2 to 3 jalapeño peppers, 

seeded 
 and diced
 Salt and freshly ground 

black pepper

1. In a large bowl, combine 
oil, lime juice and cilantro. 
Add tomatoes, corn and jala-
peño to taste. Mix well until 
corn mixture is well coated. 
Season with salt and pepper 
to taste. Transfer to an air-
tight container and refriger-
ate, stirring occasionally, for 
1 hour or up to 2 days.

Tip: In place of the corn 
kernels, you can used canned 
corn, drained; frozen corn, 
thawed; or corn from the 
cob, cooked on the stove top. 
For a smoky fl avor, use corn 
grilled on the barbecue grill. 
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BY JUDY POSTON
Students in Mrs. Sarah Conrad and Mrs. Chelsea 

George’s third grade classes at Alamo City School recent-
ly observed Earth Day, on April 23, by writing poetry that 
celebrates the beauty of nature that is all around us on 
the amazing blue planet we call home.  WARNING:  The 
words you are about to read will create an urgent desire to 
move OUTDOORS!

I love butterfl ies,
Beautiful wings, yellow,
White, white, cold snow.
I love daffodils, the good 

smells.
I love the earth.
By Kennedy Banks

I love swinging on the play-
ground,

Sliding on the slide.
Playing in the snow,
Making snow angels,
Listening to the twittering 

birds.
I love earth.
“Tweet, Tweet!”
By Lilly Riddle

I love birds singing,
The blue, blue sky,
The green, green grass.
I love earth.
By Skylar Hardin 

Bright, shining stars
In the sky,
So, so high
In the nighttime sky.
Green grass, green trees
All around me.
Flowers in the spring sun 
That shines down on me.
I love earth.
By Kaiya Matlock

I love beautiful, sunny days.
I love blowing snowy days.
I love gray rainy days.
I love earth.
By L’Morya Whiteside

I love the green grass.
I love the baby blue sky.
I love the sunny day, and
I love earth.
By Caleigh Howell

Green fi elds, bright lights, 
white clouds, 

I love earth. 
Green grass, blue sky, blue 

seas,
I love earth.
Lots of trees, high build-

ings, bright sun,
I love earth.
By Caleb Ferguson

Nature’s animals and trees,
Grizzly bears,
Big white mountains,
I love earth.
By Avery Steed 

I love the clear, blue sky.
I love the colorful fl owers.
I love fresh cut fi elds.
I love earth.
By Jamison Turnage

Animals like dogs, 
Nature -
Beaches, are things I love.
I love earth.
By Cade Reasons

I love the cool and relaxing 
air

With the nice, salty, blue 
ocean waves.

I love the tall, green trees.
“Woof woof,”
“Moo Moo,”
I love nature.
I love the earth, too.
By Caroline Redden

Beautiful, blue water, 
Amazingly tall trees,
Lovely blue birds,
I love earth.
By Kambri Lynn Hughes

I love the beautiful, blue 
ocean.

I love green grass.
I love sunny days.
I love earth.
By Noah Guerrero

Green, green leaves,
warm, warm, ocean,
blue, blue sky,
I love earth.
By Kenzleigh Gooch

I love earth -
White, white snow,
Blue ocean waves.
I love the sandy beaches.
I love the earth.
By Reece Carter

I love the wind.
I love the grass.
I love the snow.... on earth.
By A.J. Tucker

I like the clouds.
I love the green grass.
I like the tall trees.
I love earth.
By Contrarious Patterson

I love sun, 
Flowers blooming.
I love pink butterfl ies fl ying
And I love summer days.
I love earth.
By Abbigail McCurry.

Pretty, pretty animals,
Beautiful daisies blooming,
And the bright yellow sun 

shining,
I love earth.
By Addison Ward

I love the animals that live 
on both the land and sea.

I love my family.
I love the nature that God 

has given me.
I love earth.
By Clay Reasons

The shining, glistening sea 
was made for you and me.

Tall, tall trees way above 
me,

short, short grass – I love 
forests.

Shining and pretty, bright 
rivers - 

I love earth.
By Addy June Jones

I Earth
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White, white clouds,
Yellow, yellow buttercups,
Green, green grass, 
I love earth.
By Landon King

I love to play baseball with my 
friends.

I love deer hunting with my dad 
and brother.

I love riding my four-wheeler in 
the mud.

I love earth.
By Noah Proctor

Red, red roses,
Yellow, yellow buttercups,
God and Jesus,
I love earth.
By Anna McCoy

I love tornadoes.
I love fi sh.
I love people.
I love earth.
By Landon Kelly

I love the beach sand.
I love animals.
I love water.
I love earth.
By Angel Meza

I love earth - 
Orange, orange corals,
Blue, blue seas.
I love fi sh.
I love earth.
By Elyssa Morales

I love dogs.
I love trees.
I love earth.
By Kennedie Connell

Winter, winter snow,
Wet, wet rain,
Green, green grass,
I love earth.
By Porter McConaughy

Blue, blue lakes,
Green, green frogs,
Yellow, yellow sun,
I love earth.
By Colson Matlock

Rainy, rainy weather,
Smooth, bumpy land,
Small, big animals,
I love earth.
By Jaylan Stephenson

Free, fl ying butterfl ies,
Big, tall woods,
Big, wet ocean.
I love earth.
By Audrey East

I love the sunfl ower,
the puffy clouds,
the chirping bird.
I love earth.
By Taylor Smith

White, white snow,
wet, wet, rain,
tall, tall trees,
I love earth.
By Salvador Procopio

Celebrate a Classic Sandwich 
that Goes by Many Names

Even though making sandwiches usually does not involve any cooking, 
that doesn’t mean layering fl avors and selecting quality meats and cheeses 
involves any less intuition and skill. One of the most popular styles of 
sandwiches goes by many names, and what you call the sandwich may let 
others know which part of the country you call home. 

There are many theories surrounding the origin of this sandwich’s name, 
which is known as a submarine, grinder, hero, or torpedo.

Anyone can craft a delicious sandwich at home. Enjoy this “Classic Ital-
ian Sub (Hoagie)” recipe, courtesy of Boar’s Head®.

Classic Italian Sub (Hoagie), Serves 1

1  French baguette half, sliced 
lengthwise

2  tablespoons Boar’s Head® Deli 
Dressing

2  leaves leaf lettuce
6  slices tomato, thinly sliced
1/4 cup red onion rings, thinly 

sliced
4  slices sandwich style pepperoni
4  slices hot uncured capocollo
4  slices Genoa salami
2  slices picante provolone cheese, 

sliced in half

Place opened roll onto a work sur-
face. Drizzle dressing onto the bot-
tom half of the roll. Then top with 
lettuce, tomato, onions, peppero-
ni, capocollo, Genoa, and cheese. 
Crown with the top roll.
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My heart is full of joy after seeing Alamo 
Court Square fi lled with families who came 
out to enjoy a night of music from The Jack-
son Symphony.

I was happy to see Symphony supporters 
from Jackson in the crowd.

Love my hometown.
Love the Jackson Symphony.
Visit thejacksonsymphony.org to fi nd out 

about this this jewel in the West Tennessee 
arts community.

Julie Nance Cooke
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Paul wrote to the church in 
Corinth, “Let a man so account of 
us, as of the ministers of Christ, and 
stewards of the mysteries of God. 
Moreover it is required in stewards, 
that a man be found faithful” [1 Cor-
inthians 4:1-2].  Paul points out that 
Christians are stewards of God’s 
word, going on to say that it is re-
quired that stewards be faithful.  We 
are therefore in a serious position of 
responsibility, charged as stewards 
of God’s word.  Stewards not only 
must care for God’s word, but they 
also make sure that it grows as it is 
nourished and cultivated.

Stewards are servants – servants 
of only one master.  “No servant can 
serve two masters: for either he will 
hate the one, and love the other; or 
else he will hold to the one, and de-
spise the other” [Luke 16:13a].  As 
servants of the Master, we are on 
the road to greatness.  “But Jesus 
called them unto Him, and said, ‘Ye 
know that the princes of the Gen-
tiles exercise dominion over them, 
and they that are great exercise 
authority upon them.  But it shall 
not be so among you: but whoso-
ever will be great among you, let 
him be your minister; And whoso-
ever will be chief among you, let 
him be your servant:  Even as the 
Son of man came not to be minis-
tered unto, but to minister, and to 

give His life a ransom for many’” 
[Matthew 20:25-28].  “But be not 
ye called Rabbi: for one is your 
Master, even Christ; and all ye are 
brethren.  And call no man your fa-
ther upon the earth: for one is your 
Father, which is in heaven.  Neither 
be ye called masters: for one is your 
Master, even Christ.  But he that is 
greatest among you shall be your 
servant.  And whosoever shall exalt 
himself shall be abased; and he that 
shall humble himself shall be exalt-
ed” [Matt 23:8-12].

Stewards of the word seek to res-
cue souls from the devil.  “And the 
servant of the Lord must not strive; 
but be gentle unto all men, apt to 
teach, patient, In meekness instruct-
ing those that oppose themselves; if 
God peradventure will give them 
repentance to the acknowledging 
of the truth; And that they may re-
cover themselves out of the snare of 
the devil, who are taken captive by 
him at his will” [2 Timothy 2:24-
26].  Faithful stewards put the Mas-
ter fi rst in all things.  “In Whom we 
have redemption through His blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins:  Who 
is the image of the invisible God, 
the fi rstborn of every creature:  For 
by Him were all things created, that 
are in heaven, and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible, whether they 
be thrones, or dominions, or princi-

palities, or powers: all things were 
created by Him, and for Him:  And 
He is before all things, and by Him 
all things consist.  And He is the 
head of the body, the church: who 
is the beginning, the fi rstborn from 
the dead; that in all things He might 
have the preeminence” [Colossians 
1:14-18].

Faithful stewards spread the gos-
pel.  “And you became imitators 
of us and of the Lord, for you re-
ceived the word in much affl iction 
with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so 
that you became an example to all 
the believers in Macedonia and in 
Achaia.  For not only has the word 
of the Lord sounded forth from 
you in Macedonia and Achaia, but 
your faith in God has gone forth ev-

erywhere, so that we need not say 
anything” [1 Thessalonians 1:6-8].  
They faithfully did their part just 
as the Master commanded:  “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you al-
ways, to the end of the age” [Mat-
thew 28:19-20].   “You go, and 
do likewise” [Luke 10:37b]. 

Charles Yawn
Romans 16:16
church of Christ at Crossroads
Visit us at 2118 Johnsons Grove Rd., 
Bells, TN.
or at www.coccrossroadsrd.com

God’s Word is Truth
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A Great Opportunity
by Judy Poston

judyposton1963@gmail.com 
     They tell that theirs was an 

“arranged marriage.” They attended 
the same church, though her fami-
ly sat in the front while his family 
sat in the back. Hence, there was 
little contact between the two. The 
church secretary, however, felt as-
sured they would be “good togeth-
er,” so, taking matters into her own 
hands, she made sure they had the 
opportunity to meet and become ac-
quainted. The couple realized their 
mothers, while growing up, had 
been good friends with one another. 
One had even been a member of the 
other’s wedding party.  The church 
secretary had followed her intuition 
and it paid off for Phara and Clint 
Williams. The happy couple have 
now been married for twenty-fi ve 
years.

     For Phara, Crockett County 
has always been home. She was 
reared on family land, just two 
houses down from the home she 
and Clint now share with their two 
beloved canines. Her grandparents 
lived nearby. Phara tells she grew 
up surrounded and engulfed by the 
love of three “moms,” her mother, 
her grandmother, and a dear aunt.  
Together, the three women spoiled 
her rotten.  

     Phara began school at the old 
Bells school on Cherryville Road.  

Here, she attended until the start 
of her sixth grade year, when Bells 
Elementary School was completed. 
She graduated from Crockett Coun-
ty High School in 1992, salutato-
rian of her class. At CCHS, Phara 

says, she and her classmates had the 
chance to be a part of a variety of 
clubs and organizations.  It was an 
opportunity she took full advantage 
of. She applied for each scholarship 

that was available to her, and grad-
uated from Union University debt-
free.  

     While still in high school, 
Phara earned her own money by 
babysitting. One of her favorites, 

whom she grew to love during her 
babysitting career, got married just 
last September. Phara was asked to 
sit with the moms at the wedding – 
a true honor for her. 

     At CCHS, Phara served as a 
student offi ce assistant for Mr. Dan 
Black. There were times when an 
extra pair of hands was needed at 
the Alamo Church of Christ Day-
care. Dan would ask Phara to fi ll 
in.  In time, she became a full-time, 
part-time worker there.  It was from 
this experience that she knew she 
wanted a career that allowed her to 
work with children in some form.  
After high school, she continued to 
work at the daycare.

     Upon entering college, Pha-
ra decided to major in social work.  
She ended up taking classes which 
focused on physical therapy.  Final-
ly, she decided upon a teaching ca-
reer. When Phara graduated with a 
degree in education, Joyce Nanney 
hired her as a teacher at Alamo Ele-
mentary School.  

     After four years in the class-
room, Phara felt she had fallen into 
a rut and decided to take some time 
away from teaching. For a year, 
she worked for Social Security. It 
proved to be a miserable year. She 
realized she greatly missed working 
in the fi eld of education. 

     Phara returned to the class-
room, this time in Madison Coun-
ty. At Isaac Lane Elementary, she 
was hired as a reading intervention-
ist. It proved to be a position that 
fanned the fl ame of her passion 
for teaching. The following school 
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year found her back at Isaac Lane, 
this time teaching reading to fi rst 
graders. Not only were her students 
learning to read, but Phara says this 
was when she really learned how to 
teach reading.  

     Then came the opportunity to 
come home to Bells. School Super-
intendent Butch Williams offered 
her a position in kindergarten. It 
was a fun job that Phara greatly en-
joyed. Butch told her, “I don’t care 
if you teach them anything academ-
ically....just so they leave kinder-
garten loving school!”

     Phara started working on her 
masters in administration and su-
pervision through U.T. at Martin.  
She then went to work with Hum-
boldt’s school system, hoping to 
eventually work in administration. 
She began her work at the middle 
school there, helping to get their 
reading intervention program off to 
a strong start. She then got her start 
in administration fi rst at building 
level, then at district level, working 
with the pre-school program.

     Phara had actually forgotten 
that she had applied sometime ear-
lier for a position at the state level 
when she received notice that they 
wanted to interview her for a job. 
She had recently undergone rotator 
cuff surgery.  A follow-up appoint-
ment with her doctor in Nashville 
was set for the same day the state 
department wanted to do the inter-
view.  Since she was going to Nash-
ville anyway for the doctor’s ap-
pointment, Phara thought she might 
as well complete the interview later 
that same day as well.

     At her medical appointment, 
Phara received an injection of No-
vocaine in her shoulder. The drug 
numbed, not only her shoulder, 
but much of her face. She went to 
the interview with half of her face 
numbed. “Oh well,” she thought. 
She wasn’t even sure she really 
wanted the job.

     However, following the fi rst 
ten minutes of the interview – ten 
minutes of hearing the job descrip-
tion being laid out for her, Phara 
realized, she did, indeed, want the 
job. She wanted it badly.  When 
she and Clint reached the Tennes-
see River on their way home to 

Bells, Phara’s phone began to ring.  
It was the state department on the 
line.  They were calling to offer 
her the job.  It was a call, she later 
learned, that “just doesn’t normal-
ly happen.”  In 2011, Phara began 
her new job with Tennessee’s State 
Department of Education.  Her new 
position involved working with 
special education.  There would be 
a lot to learn over the course of the 
next few months, yet it was learning 
that Phara relished.  She thrived in 
this environment.  

     Phara became one of three 
workers across the state who worked 
with parents and their children, ages 
3-5, who had an IEP, an Individual-
ized Education Program, a written 
document developed for each pub-
lic school student who is eligible 
for special education.  Phara’s job 
was to make sure the laws were be-
ing followed and the children were 
getting the help they needed. It was 
a position that involved a great deal 
of travel.

     A little over a year ago, Ten-
nessee’s Early Intervention System 
(TEIS) formed the Department of 
Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities (DIDD.) The TEIS 
works with children from birth to 
age 3, at which time the school sys-
tem takes over, helping with any 
interventions those children might 
need.  The DIDD is solely focused 
with that transition.  Their job is to 
make sure the transition is carried 
out seamlessly with no fl aws, no 
services hindered or lost.  

     Phara’s appointment as Direc-
tor of  Early Children’s Transition 
for the Tennessee State Department 
of Education means that she is 
heading up this new federally spon-
sored department which is involved 
with schools from Johnson City to 
Memphis. This is a piece of what 
Phara was already doing, but with a 
single focus and a team to aid in this 
venture, even better support will be 
given to the children and their par-
ents, insuring that there is no place 
for the students to fall back in their 
transition, only to move forward, 
full-steam ahead in their learning 
and progress. Phara, excited for 
what this means for students and 
families, says, “Instead of the sup-

port going one-inch deep, it will be 
one mile deep.” She tells that she 
feels she has been in training for 
this for all of her decade long ca-
reer with the state.  She feels the joy 
of being able to participate in that 
which she has so longed for, know-
ing it will greatly benefi t children 
and their parents.

     The eight consultants hired to 
work with the team will be involved 
in much of the traveling while Pha-
ra will spend more time in her offi ce 
which is now located in her home. 
The new venture got its start in the 
midst of the COVID pandemic. 
However, its beginnings have gone 
smoothly.

      Working from her home suits 
Phara.  She is eager for the prospect 
of having more time to work on her 
yard alongside Clint, who serves as 
a Fire Marshall within the county 
and beyond.  The couple are mem-
bers of Englewood Baptist Church 
in Jackson.  As with many families, 
the Williamses, due to the outbreak 
of corona virus, have participated 

in “church on the couch” over the 
course of the past year, but look 
forward to once again worshiping 
in person with their brothers and 
sisters in Christ.  Phara’s favorite 
thing to do is read.  She tells that 
she is also a “political junkie.”  Pha-
ra and Clint say that, rather than 
taking vacations, they most enjoy 
“staycations,” which allow them to 
spend quality time together, in their 
peaceful, country home.

     Congratulations to Phara upon 
her new appointment.  The Crockett 
Rocket, Phara’s friends, and fami-
ly, wish her the best as she serves 
the state of Tennessee in this new 
capacity. Former Bells Elementary 
School Principal Elaine Clement 
says, “I am so proud of Phara and 
all her accomplishments. This re-
cent appointment is a great oppor-
tunity for her.” Mrs. Elaine and all 
of Crockett County, know, too, that 
having Phara aboard, to head this 
new entity, is a great opportunity 
for the entire state of Tennessee as 
well. 
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Large, fl ightless birds
 5. Lifts and moves heavy objects
10. Hyundai sedan
12. Wear away by erosion
14. Arranged alphabetically
16. Top prosecutor
18. __-de-sac: Short dead-end street
19. Digital audiotape
20. Linguistics pioneer
22. Singer DiFranco
23. Arms of the sea
25. Near-reach weapon (abbr.)
26. Ballplayer’s accessory
27. You get one at the beach
28. U.S. founding father
30. W. Australia indigenous people
31. Amounts of time
33. Put on the shelf
35. Russian dynasty member
37. City along the Elbe River
38. A peninsula between the Red Sea and 
the Persian Gulf
40. Actor Damon
41. __ King Cole, musician
42. Company that rings receipts
44. Scatter
45. Basics
48. Part of a door
50. Indicates silence
52. Moved quickly on foot
53. Monetary units
55. A place to crash

56. Many subconsciousses
57. Group of countries
58. About line of latitude
63. Female follower of Bacchus
65. A dentist can treat it
66. Dull brown fabrics
67. Int’l nonprofi t

CLUES DOWN
 1. Midway between northeast and east
 2. Partner to cheese
 3. One from Utah
 4. A way to move
 5. Playing cards
 6. Baseball stat
 7. Long river in western Asia

 8. Grandmothers
 9. Entertainment legend Sullivan
10. Steam bath room
11. One who kills
13. Food
15. Swiss river
17. Fleet
18. Taxi
21. Working class
23. More (Spanish)
24. High schoolers’ test
27. Large heavily built goat antelope
29. Murdered in his bathtub
32. Tease good-naturedly
34. Morsel
35. Cause persistent resentment
36. A radioactive element
39. Perform in a play
40. Witty remark: Bon __
43. A great place to kayak
44. Conclude by reasoning
46. In an unfavorable way
47. Complex of nerve tissues (abbr.)
49. Machine for making paper
51. Feline
54. Yugo’s hatchback
59. Check
60. Press against lightly
61. Wind-pollinated plants
62. __compoop
64. Commercial

ANSWERS ON PAGE 14.

May Crossword Fun __________________________
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May Crossword Fun
Puzzle is on Page 12.

Thanks for Supporting Us!
CCMS recognized their support staff this week with baskets of fl owers for helping our 

children grow and for helping our staff everyday. 
(Top left) Mrs. Terri King, RTI aide, Mrs. Lori Rardin, RTI aide and Mrs. Chassidy 

Whittemore, Special Education aide
(Lower left) Mrs. Christy Hamilton, school secretary and Mrs. Brandy Buckingham, 

school bookkeeper
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Larry Quintin Griffi n
August 19, 1945 - April 11, 2021

Funeral Services for 
Larry Quintin Griffi n, 
age 75, were held at 2:00 
p.m., Tuesday, April 13, 
2021, in the Sanctuary 
of Alamo First Baptist 
Church. Offi ciating the 
service was Bro. Ron 
Davidson, Bro. David Brown, and 
Brandon Ward. Interment followed 
at Walnut Hill Cemetery in Bells, 
TN. The family had a visitation for 
family and friends from 4:00 p.m. 
until 7:00 p.m., Monday, April 12, 
2021, at the church.

Mr. Larry passed away in his 
home on the morning of Sunday, 
April 11, 2021. He was born in Al-
amo, TN, August 19, 1945, to the 
late Quintin and Josephine Griffi n.

He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Linda Sue Griffi n, his parents, 
Quintin and Josephine Griffi n and 
his brother Robert Griffi n.

He is survived by his son, Joey 

Griffi n (Tonya), his two 
grandchildren, Shelby 
Elizabeth Griffi n and 
Collyn Thomas Grif-
fi n and his sister Anita 
Weiss (Sammy). Lar-
ry was born in Alamo, 
Tennessee in 1945. He 

graduated from Alamo High School 
in 1964, where he excelled in all 
sports. After high school, he attend-
ed Mortician school in Nashville, 
worked at Ronk Funeral Home and 
served in the National Guard. While 
working at the funeral home, Larry 
helped transport critically sick pa-
tients to area hospitals. It was during 
this time Larry would go on to be-
come one of the fi rst paramedics in 
the state of Tennessee after graduat-
ing from Shelby State in Memphis. 
In 1972, Larry founded the Crock-
ett County Ambulance service and 
served as the director. He was a 
founding member of the Tennes-

see Ambulance Service Association 
(TASA). Each year an outstanding 
paramedic is chosen to receive the 
“Larry Griffi n Paramedic award”. 
This award was established to hon-
or Griffi n’s outstanding leadership 
as a founding member of TASA 
and of his years of sacrifi ce and 
service to the community. Griffi n 
was also appointed as Chairman of 
the Emergency Medical Service. 
Larry had an enormous impact on 
the lives of many people in Crock-
ett County and the Emergency 
Management System for the state 
of Tennessee. After serving as di-
rector of the Ambulance service 
for 30 years, Larry decided to as-
sist his county further by running 
for the offi ce of Crockett Coun-
ty Mayor. He was the fi rst county 
representative to serve on the TN 
Risk Management Trust Board. 
After being elected for two terms 
as County Mayor, Larry then offi -

cially retired and spent his time at 
home with his wife Sue.

Larry was a member of the Wal-
nut Hill Baptist Church where he 
served as a deacon, Sunday School 
director and Sunday school teacher 
for many years. He enjoyed being 
in his garden and the occasional 
fi shing trip. He loved old antique 
tractors and had collected a few of 
his own, but he was well known for 
his woodworking talents. There are 
lots of friends and family in Crock-
ett County that still own some of the 
pieces that he made. He was a sto-
ryteller extraordinaire and brought 
years of laughter to his family and 
friends. Larry Griffi n was dedicat-
ed to the Lord, his family and his 
friends. He will truly be missed 
by his family and the many people 
whose lives he touched.  

In lieu of fl owers the family sug-
gests that donations be made to St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

Christopher Lynn Henson
November 28, 1969 - April 4, 2021

Christopher Lynn 
Henson, age 51, passed 
away April 4, 2021 at 
Jackson Madison Coun-
ty General Hospital. He 
was born in Blytheville, 
Arkansas, November 
28, 1969, to his late par-
ents Hiram “Red” Wallace Henson 
Sr. and Dolores Correia Henson.

Surviving relatives include his 
brothers Hiram “Wally” Henson 
Jr. (Audrey), Steve Henson, Eric 
Henson Sr., one sister, Michelle 

Lee George, and lots of 
nieces and nephews.

Chris worked for 
Larry’s Transmission, 
in Humboldt, TN, from 
1991 until 1995. Then 
he worked at Lash-
lee-Rich construction 

Co., in Humboldt, TN, from 1995 
until 1996. Afterwards, he worked 
at Jones Company LTD, in Hum-
boldt, from 1996 until 1998. He 
was self employed as a handyman 
from 1998 until 2003. In 2003 he 

began working at Falcon Trans-
port Co., Nashville, TN, and stayed 
there until 2004. After leaving Fal-
con Transport Chris began working 
again as a self employed handyman 
from 2004 until 2005. Since 2005 
Chris had been working at Mi-
lan Express Inc. in Jackson, TN. 
While working at Milan Express 
Chris was involved in a bad wreck 
that left him unable to work. Chris 
was still on workman’s comp leave 
when he passed away.

Chris was a loving brother and a 

good friend to many people. How-
ever, he had very close friends that 
he considered like brothers to him; 
Scotty Hopper, Phillip Latham, 
Barry Burleson, and Jeff Johnson, 
just to name a few, but there were 
so many others. He loved you all. 
Chris chose to be cremated and will 
be buried between his Mom and 
Dad.

Graveside Services for Chris 
were held at 1 p.m., Monday, April 
12, 2021 at Alamo City Cemetery.

Death Notices

Amazing grace! how sweet the 
sound,

That saved a wretch; like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
  Was blind, but now I see.

’Twas grace that taught my heart to 
fear,

And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
  The hour I fi rst believed!

The Lord hath promised good to 
me,

His word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be
  As long as life endures.

When we’ve been there ten thou-
sand years,

Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s 

praise
Than when we fi rst begun.

Amazing Grace by John Newton
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Like a Good Neighbor…
BY JUDY POSTON

judyposton1963
@gmail.com

 In the 1970s, before their 
children were born, Ken 
and Debbie Davis took a 
trip to France. From there, 
they were able to take a 
boat over to the age-old 
city of Tangier, located in 
Morocco, on the continent 
of Africa. Ken had learned 
that jewelry made with real 
gold could be purchased 
there at a fairly inexpensive 
price. He fi gured on mak-
ing some investments. He 
and Debbie spent the after-
noon moving from shop to 
shop, browsing what each 
had to offer, thoroughly en-
joying the adventure shared 
together. 

 It wasn’t long, however, 
until the couple noticed a 
man following them. Each 
time they stepped into a 
shop, he ducked inside as 
well. Walking down the 
street, he was always just 
a few steps behind. Finally, 
Ken confronted him. In an-
swer to an inquiry of what 
exactly he might be up to, 
the man startled both Ken 
and Debbie with his reply. 
Pointing to Debbie, he of-
fered Ken a proposition. “I 

will give you three camels 
for her,” he stated. In the 
retelling of this story over 
the years, Debbie always 
makes mention that camels 
were worth more than gold 
in Africa, and Ken always 
added, much to the delight 
of his audiences, “If only 
I had known then what I 
know now,...I would have 
taken the camels.”

 “Jolly”...Son Chris says 
that following his dad’s 
passing, people repeatedly 
described Ken as being jol-
ly. Chris believes it to be a 
most accurate description 
of his father, “He lived life 
that way. He drew people 
in. He never met a strang-
er.” Chris tells that the only 
other person he has ever 
heard described as jolly is 
Santa. “And to me,” says 
Chris, “He was Santa.”

 Chris recalls his dad 
waking him from a deep 
sleep late one night. Coach 
Bobby Mullins had been in-
volved in a wreck that had 
left his vehicle undrive-
able. It was too late into 
the night for him to obtain 
a rental and he had an im-
portant meeting scheduled 
for early the next morning. 
Ken asked Chris to follow 

him to the Mullins home 
where he left his own truck 
for Bobby to drive until he 
could get a rental. Chris 
says of the incident, “It left 
a big impression on me. He 
knew how to treat people. 
That is the reason for his 
success.”

 Kenneth Nolan Davis 
was reared in Alamo along-
side his three siblings. 

Their father worked in con-
struction when they were 
young. Later, he sold in-
surance with Barker’s Life 
and Casualty. He became 
co-owner of Larry White 
and Associates. Following 
his death, Ken’s mother, 
Dora Lee, sold insurance 
with the company. Dora 
Lee’s parents, Jess and 
Maude Nolan, lived on the 

county farm and were over-
seers there.

 In high school, Ken 
played football for Alamo’s 
Red Devils. A good athlete, 
he was voted best blocker 
his junior and senior year. 
During a tackle at football 
practice one day, he acci-
dentally broke Paul Con-
ley’s leg. That was just one 
of the many football stories 
he loved to tell. Ken also 
sang with the chorus and 
was a member of the Future 
Farmers of America. 

 While still living under 
his parents’ roof, Ken de-
veloped a strong work ethic 
that would remain with him 
throughout his life. Grow-
ing up, he and his brother 
rode scooters around town 
to deliver the “Jackson 
Sun,” building a customer 
base that began with fi fty 
customers and grew to four 
hundred plus. As a young-
ster, Ken worked at Ronk 
Furniture Store, sweeping 
the fl oors. He would con-
tinue to work for the store 
on weekends and when 
school was out for the sum-
mer, and, as an adult, be-
came a stockholder in the 
business. He was hired to 
clean the saws and other 

A source of pride for Ken was his service. He loved his 
country.



Page 17 The Crockett Rocket - May 2021Like us on Facebook!

equipment in the meat de-
partment at Big Star at the 
close of each day’s busi-
ness. Proceeds from these 
ventures helped pay for 
his college education. Lat-
er, when he had graduated 
from Alamo High School 
and started classes at Jack-
son State Community Col-
lege, he attended classes 
during the day and worked 
at Duo Therm in the eve-
ning, during the 3:00 – 
11:00 shift. 

 Ken enrolled in pre-law 
classes at Middle Tennes-
see State University in 
Murfreesboro. When his 
grandmother’s health be-
gan to decline, his dad 
yearned for him to be clos-
er to home, so he fi nished 
school at Lambuth, earning 
his bachelor of science de-
gree. Ken was one of the 
students who helped build 
the rustic cabin that has 
graced the Lambuth cam-
pus for many years now.

 One of the things Ken 
was most proud of was his 
service with the National 
Guard. He had served four 
years in Crockett County’s 
unit when he began attend-
ing the Tennessee Military 
Academy in 1976. The fol-
lowing year, Ken was com-
missioned 2nd Lieutenant 
and, for the next two years, 
served in the 230th Signal 
Battalion of Humboldt, 
being assigned the respon-
sibility of training and su-
pervising thirty plus men. 
He also served as Supply 
Offi cer. 

 Ken and Debbie gradu-
ated high school the same 
year – 1970, she from Bells 
High School, he from Ala-
mo. One day, while driving 
down Hollywood Drive in 
Jackson, she recognized 
him, at the wheel of his 
car, coming out of a side 
road. She threw up her 
hand in greeting. When she 
did, something told her he 
would call her that night. 
Sure enough, he did. Ken’s 
brother, Mike, suggested 
that he ask her out for a 
date.

 The month was Febru-
ary, the year – 1976. Ken 
and Debbie had their fi rst 
date. As it turned out, nei-
ther had a good time. The 
two made plans for a sec-
ond date, and, once again, 
neither enjoyed them-

selves. Seemingly, a glut-
ton for punishment, Ken 
asked Debbie out a third 
time. He needed a date for 
a wedding rehearsal party 
and, well, he didn’t know 
who else to ask. Amazing-
ly enough, she accepted 
his invitation, and the third 
time truly was a charm as 
both had a good time. At 
the close of the evening, 
he took her home. As Deb-
bie got out of the car, Ken 
asked, “Can I at least have 
a kiss?” To which, she 
obliged. Ken would later 
insist that kiss was “IT” for 
him. Debbie had won his 
heart. The couple wed in 
May, 1977. “He was won-
derful,” Debbie says.

 One year for Christmas, 
Ken received a CD player 
with a Karaoke machine. 

The family had gone out-
side when they missed 
Ken. They found him in the 
bedroom, singing. He was 
making a CD of love songs 
for Debbie. 

 Ken and Debbie became 
the parents of three chil-
dren, Chris, Nicholas, and 
Erica. The family attended 
church together at Walnut 
Hill Baptist Church where 
Ken served as deacon and 
Sunday School teacher. He 
and Debbie were always 
involved in their children’s 
schools, present at all pro-
grams and special events. 
Always a Partner in Edu-
cation, Ken delighted in 
donating computers to the 
schools, when he had the 
chance. Ken had played 
golf, but gave that up 
when his children became 
involved in sports. Flag 
football, soft ball, base-
ball, tennis, and golf – the 
Davis children took on all 
of it with stellar results, 
and with the wholehearted 
support of their biggest fan 
– their dad. He was only 
too glad to serve as coach 
for their little league teams 
when needed. He even 
drove the bus for away ten-
nis matches.

 In CCHS’s early days, 
the school lacked a tennis 
court. Ken was able to se-
cure a place on the com-
mittee for his son, Chris, 

Ken and Debbie on their wedding day 

Ken’s high school 
graduation picture as it 
appeared in Alamo High 
School’s 1970 yearbook
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who then had the oppor-
tunity to help with the 
plans and preparations for 
adding a tennis court onto 
the school’s property. His 
younger brother and sister 
reaped the benefi ts as they 
had the chance to practice 
and play on the school’s 
new court during their ten-
ure at CCHS.

 Chris recalls that his 
dad always taught his chil-
dren to be their own indi-
vidual – not to follow the 
crowd. Chris likes to read. 
His parents presented him 
with a copy of “Profi les in 
Courage” which they pur-
chased when they visited 
the Kennedy Library. It be-
came a favorite title of his, 
a treasured read. He be-
lieves his dad to have been 
a man much like the men 
John F. Kennedy wrote 
about – men who did what 
was right even when their 
actions were not popular, 

even when their choices 
cost them dearly.

 In addition to enjoying a 
game of golf, Ken was an 
avid fi sherman. He partic-
ularly reveled in trout fi sh-
ing in Arkansas with his 
good buddies Randy Camp, 
Cecil Hart, and Steve Agee. 

 Watching football was a 
favored pastime. Ken was 
partial to Peyton Manning 
and the Tennessee Vols. 
His favorite movie was the 
John Wayne classic, “The 
Quiet Man.” Music from 
the 1960s was a passion to 
the point that he had said, IF 
there was such a thing as re-
incarnation, he would love 
to come back as a 1960s 
black soul singer. He was a 
fan of Elvis Presley’s. Per-
cy Sledge’s song, “When a 
Man loves a Woman,” was 
numbered among his fa-
vorite selections. Ken saw 
the Rolling Stones perform 
in Memphis. He met Elton 

John on an elevator in Mur-
freesboro and glimpsed 
Ringo Starr getting out of a 
cab in Monte Carlo. All of 
this became fodder for the 
great stories he was known 
among his friends for tell-
ing. 

 Ken and Debbie made 
many fond memories while 
traveling, many of their 
trips made with State Farm. 
A river boat cruise that be-
gan in Prague and ended 
in Budapest allowed them 
to see fi ve countries in all. 
They celebrated their fi rst 
wedding anniversary in 
Costa del Sol in the south 
of Spain. In England, they 
watched the Queen pass by, 
riding in her ornate, horse 
drawn carriage, accompa-
nied by her smartly dressed 
Sovereign Escorts. The san-
dy beaches of Hawaii, a bus 
tour of New England in the 
fall, Italy, the Swiss Alps, 
Monte Carlo, and France – Ken, an Alamo Red Devil
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beautiful settings for glori-
ous days spent together tak-
ing in the rich sights, sounds 
and scenery, all the while 
basking in the joy of each 
other’s presence, sharing a 
good life together.

 Ken especially enjoyed 
yearly trips with his fam-
ily to Gatlinburg and the 
Smokey Mountains. A 
treasured photograph, tak-
en in the nation’s capital, 
captures a meeting of Ken 

and his family with the for-
ty-fi rst President, George 
H.W. Bush. The President 
had just leaned down to 
share a joke with a young 
Chris. President Bush had 
laughed. Chris, not really 
understanding the joke, had 
not. The camera caught the 
moment just as the Presi-
dent was standing back up 
after bending over to com-
municate at eye-level with 
Chris. Chris is still looking 
up at him in the picture.

 It was February of 1977, 
the year he and Debbie mar-
ried, when Ken took on the 
duties of a full-time agent 
for State Farm Insurance 
in Crockett County. With 
much hard work and deter-
mination on the part of Ken 
and his team, the business 
became number three in the 
nation, at one time, in the 
sale of life-insurance poli-
cies. It wasn’t long before 
Ken became a part of State 

Farm’s “Millionaire Club.” 
Debbie and Chris quickly 
point out that, while that 
doesn’t mean Ken was a 
millionaire, the status does 
refer to the fact that Ken 
“sold a lot of insurance.” 
For his work, he also be-
came part of the insurance 
company’s “Legion of 
Honor,” from 1997-2009. 

 Chris remembers that in 
the days before cell phones, 
the Davis’s house phone 

would ring at all hours, day 
and night, with Ken’s insur-
ance clients calling in times 
of need. One night, a couple 
of guys had “borrowed” a 
Volkswagen and driven the 
car to Twin Lakes, where 
they then proceeded to drive 
it INTO the lake. By the 
time, Jack Gibbons arrived 
with his tow truck, the mid-
night revelers had pushed 
the car to the middle of the 
lake and were swimming 

At a Christmas dinner celebration: (seated) Ken with 
(standing, from left) Gidget Edner (with Jack Morris), 
Kim Curtis (who has served with State Farm for 34 
years), Penny Williams (who also works with State 
Farm), and Debbie

The Davis family
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around it in the moonlight. 
Jack turned to Ken who had 
also arrived to stare dumb-
founded at the scene before 
him and asked, “Well, are 
you gonna swim out and 
attach the tow hook to the 
car?” To which Ken replied, 
“No, I’m just the insurance 
guy.” 

 Ken had the privilege of 
sitting on the State Farm 
legislative board which 
meant going to Nashville, 
as well as Washington D.C. 
to lobby on issues pertain-
ing to insurance. Son Chris 
was a part of Stephen Finch-
er’s team working with him 
on Capitol Hill. Chris’s re-
sponsibilities included writ-
ing the weekly emails sent 
to constituents of the former 
representative. Working as 
Stephen’s legislative aid, 
Chris wrote much of two 
bills that were passed by 
President Obama. Ken of-
ten found himself lobbying 

in front of his own son as 
Chris represented Stephen 
in the meetings with the 
insurance lobbyists. In the 
meetings, Chris often pre-
tended to give Ken a hard 
time as he was sure that just 
moments before the lob-
byists assembled, Ken had 

told his fellow lobbyists and 
friends, “NOW, let’s go see 
MY son!”

 “Ken believed in helping 
people,” says Chris. “He did 
a lot of things that even his 
family never knew about 
until he died.” He fi nan-
cially assisted kids, helping 

them get through school. 
He visited kids at the jail, 
pledging to help them get 
their lives straightened out 
when they were released. 

 Ken made time to be a 
part of organizations that 
reached out to lend a hand 
to people. As a contestant 
in a womanless beauty re-
view in 1981, dressed in 
his grandmother’s dress, 
pearls, and fl oppy hat, he 
was awarded “Best Person-
ality,” all the while raising 
money to help the Jay-
cees, an organization that 
he also served as president 
for one year. With Debbie, 
Ken served with NOAH – a 
job Debbie now carries on 
alone. Ken was appointed 
by the state’s governor to 
escort Miss Tennessee on 
her rounds for speaking en-
gagements in the schools as 
part of the DARE program. 
He was also appointed to sit 
on that program’s board.

 True to his business’s slo-
gan, “Like a Good Neigh-
bor, State Farm is There,” 
Ken lived up to that mot-
to when it came to serv-
ing the folks of Crockett 
County. A graduate of the 
fi rst West Star Program’s 
leadership class, Ken was a 
charter member of Crock-
ett County’s Chamber of 
Commerce, on their board 
of directors, and a member 
of the National Chamber 
of Commerce. He helped 
organize and then chaired 
the Republican Party in the 
county for many years. He 
was a member of the elec-
tion commission, at one 
time, and served on the tax 
equalization board for the 
county until the time of his 
death. Ken was a member 
of the Crockett County Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District, as well as serving 
terms as chairman for both 
the county’s Red Cross and 

The Davis family pictured with President George H.W 
Bush, taken before the birth of Ken and Debbie’s 
youngest
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Heart Fund Associations. 
He served as chairman of 
the county’s Drug-Free Al-
liance, was a Just Say No 
Club Leader at Bells Ele-
mentary School, and t-ball 
coach.

 Ken was chosen as one 
of the “Outstanding Young 
Men in America” in 1982. 

 Ken spent over eight 
weeks in the hospital, most 
of that time in ICU, before 
his death just a couple of 
months ago. With the pain 
of losing him still fresh, 
the wound brought about 
by his death still raw, the 
memories shared through 
our interview, brought not 
only laughter, but frequent 
tears. Chris tells, “It’s been 
the roughest six months of 
my life.”

 Debbie continues to work 
in the offi ce each day. Chris 
is nearby for support, his 
own law offi ce occupying 
the space where Ken’s fi rst 

offi ce was located. Nicho-
las lives in Murfreesboro. 
Both he and his wife work 
for State Farm. Erica re-
sides in Memphis where 
her husband serves as a pi-
lot with the Air Guard and 
Air Force. Ken and Debbie 
have six grandchildren. 

 Chris says of his dad, “He 
always wanted to be a good 
person. He wanted people 
to say that about him.” 

 There were times when 
Ken’s clients were asked by 
other insurance salesman 
if they were interested in 
fi nding out if their company 
could offer a cheaper rate 
than the one they currently 
had. Often the answer was, 
“No, I have insurance with 
Ken Davis. I trust him.”

 Ken Davis was a man 
others could trust...just like 
a good neighbor. 

1. Ken Davis wore many hats.  Here he is pictured, in a 
favorite role - Granddaddy. Ken and Debbie
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Stay Safe Working in the Yard 
this Spring and Summer

A day spent working in the yard 
is an ideal way to pass the time on 
spring and summer afternoons. A 
pristine landscape can add value to 
a property and instill pride in home-
owners who put a lot of thought 
and effort into their lawns and 
gardens.

A sun-soaked day can make it 
easy to overlook potential threats 
when working in a lawn or garden. 
But safety precautions are of the 
utmost necessity when working in 
the yard, where the risk for serious 
injury is considerable. For example, 
the American Academy of Ortho-
paedic Surgeons reports that, in 
2016, more than 90,000 patients, 
including nearly 5,000 children, 
were treated in hospital emergen-
cy rooms for lawn mower-related 
injuries. 

Lawn- and garden-related injuries 
can be prevented without going to 
great lengths.

• Know your terrain before 
mowing. Knowing the terrain in 
your own yard can reduce the risk 
for accident or injury. This can be 
especially important when mowing 
the lawn with a riding mower. Ad-
here to manufacturers’ recommen-
dations regarding inclines to reduce 
tip-over accidents that can pin rid-
ers beneath the mower. Study hilly 
areas of the yard prior to mowing 
so you know which areas are safe 
to mow with a riding mower and 
which areas are best mowed with 
a walk-behind mower. For greater 
control when using a walk-behind 
mower on an incline, mow parallel 
to the slope.

• Apply and reapply sunscreen. 
Sunburns may not require trips 
to the emergency room, but they 
can still be serious. In fact, the 
Skin Cancer Foundation notes that 
sunburn is a leading cause in the 
majority of cases of basal cell car-
cinoma, squamous cell carcinoma 

and melanoma, which is the 
deadliest form of skin cancer. 
The SCF recommends ap-
plying sunscreen 30 minutes 
before going outside to allow 
the sunscreen to bond to your 
skin. Reapply sunscreen at 

least every two hours, and 
more often if you’re sweat-
ing excessively. The SCF 
recommends broad spectrum 
sunscreens, which protect the 
skin from both UVA and UVB 
rays. Though a product with a 
sun protection factor (SPF) of 
at least 15 is acceptable when 
walking the dog or driving to 
work, the SCF advises using 
a product with an SPF of 30 
or higher when engaging in 
extended outdoor activities 
like gardening or mowing.

• Employ the buddy 
system. Use the buddy sys-
tem when pruning tall trees 
or performing any tasks that 
require a ladder. The Ortho-
pedic Institute of Pennsyl-
vania reports that more than 
164,000 people are injured 
each year falling off a ladder. 
Ask a signifi cant other or 
neighbor to hold the ladder 
in place while you climb up 
to reduce your risk of falling. 

If cutting large branches, cut 
them piecemeal to reduce the 
risk of being injured by heavy 
falling branches.

• Inspect the property 
for insect hives. The OIP 
notes that the most common 

insect stings in spring come 
from bees, wasps and hor-
nets. Homeowners who are 
not careful can inadvertent-
ly come across hives when 
doing spring cleanup, mak-
ing them vulnerable to bites 
and stings. That can be very 
dangerous for anyone, and 
especially so for people with a 
history of allergic reactions to 
insect bites or stings. Inspect 
areas where you’ll be working 
to make sure insects haven’t 
put down roots in your prop-
erty. If you discover any hives 
and are hesitant to remove 
them on your own, contact a 
local landscaping fi rm.

Lawn and garden accidents 
and injuries can be serious. 
Thankfully, accidents and 
injuries are easily prevented 
when homeowners take a few 
simple safety precautions 
while tending to their lawns 
and gardens.

Hunters for the 
Hungry Provides 
569,000 Servings 
of Protein
to Tennesseans 

Tennessee Wildlife Federation’s Hunters 
for the Hungry program ended this season 
providing more than 569,000 servings of 
lean protein to Tennesseans in need.

Hunters for the Hungry feeds Tennessee 
families and children in need by providing 
hunger relief organizations—such as local 
food banks and soup kitchens—with veni-
son donated by generous deer hunters. 

Since 1998, the program has collected 
and shared more than 8.2 million servings 
of venison to Tennessee’s hungriest.

This season, a total of 142,450 pounds 
of venison was donated, providing Ten-
nessee’s hungriest with more than 569,000 
servings of healthy protein. These numbers 
represent a near-record year.

“COVID created meat shortages in gro-
cery stores, meaning many deer hunters 
needed to keep more of their harvest. At 
the same time, some processors switched to 
handling livestock as small farms ramped 
up production,” said Matt Simcox, Hunters 
for the Hungry manager.

“Our generous hunters and processors 
worked double time to overcome these hur-
dles to make sure their fellow Tennesseans 
were fed, including some who were facing 
food insecurity for the fi rst time during the 
pandemic,” said Simcox. 

If you’re interested in becoming a Hunt-
ers for the Hungry processor for the up-
coming deer season, please contact Simcox 
at msimcox@tnwf.org

Each year, the Federation provides tens 
of thousands of dollars to cover the cost of 
processing donated deer.

In addition to providing servings of pro-
tein this season, the program also delivered 
11,500 snack sticks—a ready-to-eat protein 
snack—to the Room In The Inn and Bridge 
Ministries in Middle Tennessee where they 
were distributed to school backpack pro-
grams.

In partnership with the Tennessee Wild-
life Resources Agency (TWRA), Hunters 
for the Hungry tested every deer donated 
within Unit CWD (Chronic Wasting Dis-
ease) for the disease.

Learn more about Hunters for the Hun-
gry at tnwf.org/HuntersForTheHungry.
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