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The Crockett Rocket is printed by offset and published once per month. The deadline for advertisement and article submission in The Crockett Rocket 
is the last Friday of every month. Submissions received after that date will be published in the following scheduled publication.

Mobile Phone Etiquette
for Modern Times

Though it may seem hard to be-
lieve given their current status in 
most people’s lives, mobile phones 
were a relative rarity as recently as 
20 years ago. But those days are a 
distant memory, as forecasts from 
Ericssson & The Radicati Group 
indicate that there are 6.64 billion 
smartphones in use as of 2022. 
Simply put, mobile phones are 
everywhere, even if proper mobile 
phone etiquette is not always so 
commonplace.

Mobile phone etiquette is even 
more important given the increase 
in mobile phone usage. Brushing up 
on mobile phone etiquette for mod-
ern times can ensure users aren’t 
overstepping boundaries or making 
enemies when spending time on 
their smartphones.

• Avoid round-the-clock texting. 
Text messages are how many peo-
ple now keep in touch with family 
and friends. In fact, data from the 
wireless communications trade 
association CTIA indicates that 2.1 
trillion text messages were ex-
changed in 2020, an increase of 52 
billion messages from the year pri-
or. The popularity and convenience 
of texting is undeniable, but indi-
viduals should avoid texting when 
in the company of other people. 
Doing so makes others uncomfort-
able and can adversely affect the 
quality of discourse between smart-
phone users and the people with 
whom they’re engaging in in-per-
son conversation. When in others’ 
company, resist the temptation to 
check and reply to text messages.

• Avoid using speakerphone in 
public. Everyone has been there 

and undoubtedly wished they 
weren’t. Whether it’s been at a 
grocery store, restaurant, park, 
or another public setting, hearing 
someone else carry on a conversa-
tion on speakerphone is a less than 
enjoyable experience. In fact, a 
survey from Expedia found that 53 
percent of respondents felt making 
calls on speakerphone while in pub-
lic was the most annoying mobile 
phone habit. Speakerphone should 
only be used in private and only 
among people who are involved in 
the call.

• Turn notifications off in pub-
lic and when spending time with 
others. Notifications have become 
a difficult-to-ignore component 
of smartphone usage. Researchers 
at Duke University found that the 
average person received between 
65 and 80 notifications per day. 

That means 80 potential interrup-
tions each day, and 80 times those 
around users, including cowork-
ers, family and friends, may grow 
upset by being interrupted by a 
notification. Turn off notifications 
when spending time with others 
and when visiting public places that 
tend to attract crowds, including 
movie theaters and restaurants.

• Avoid watching videos or listen-
ing to music in public. Unless your 
earbuds or headphones are with you 
at all times, resist the temptation 
to watch videos or play music on 
your phone when in public. Doing 
so disrupts those around you and 
could lead to confrontations.

Mobile phones are everywhere, 
which only underscores the impor-
tance of practicing proper mobile 
phone etiquette, particularly in pub-
lic settings.

Brushing up on mobile phone etiquette for modern times can ensure users 
aren’t overstepping boundaries or making enemies when spending time on 
their smartphones.
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CROCKETT COUNTY ELECTION 
COMMISSION

235 E. Church St., Alamo, TN 38001
731-696-5965 / FAX 731-696-4977

CROCKETTVOTE@CROCKETTNET.COM
WWW.CROCKETTVOTE.COM

ELECTION NOTICE
AUGUST 4, 2022

STATE PRIMARY AND 
COUNTY GENERAL

POLLS OPEN AT 8 A.M.
CLOSE AT 7 P.M.

** Reminder:  A State of Tennessee or 
Federal issued ID is required to vote 
during Early Voting and on Election 
Day.
** The Absentee Counting Board will 
meet in the Election Offi ce at 3:30PM 
on Election Day.

CROCKETT COUNTY ELECTION 
COMMISSION

Andy Cole, Chairman Tiffany Nance, Secretary 
Ralph Carnell, Chad Hutchison, Patricia Warren

Laney Tucker, Administrator of Elections    

ELECTION DAY VOTING 
PRECINCTS

DISTRICT 1- FRIENDSHIP UM CHURCH- 
201 W DEPOT ST FRIENDSHIP 38034

DISTRICT 2- LEBANON UM CHURCH- 
5745 CHESTNUT BLUFF MC RD HALLS 
38040

DISTRICT 3- MAURY CITY BAPTIST 
CHURCH -374 N BROADWAY ST MAURY 
CITY 38050

DISTRICT 4- CROCKETT MILLS 
COMM CENTER -5156 RJ WELCH RD 
FRIENDSHIP 38034

DISTRICT 5- ALAMO FIRST CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH- 1550 HWY 88 S ALAMO 38001

DISTRICT 6- MOUNT OLIVE CHURCH- 
3726 ALAMO GADSDEN RD GADSDEN 
38337

DISTRICT 7- FUMC ACTIVITY BUILDING- 
70 N JOHNSON ST ALAMO 38001

DISTRICT 8- FUMC ACTIVITY BUILDING- 
70 N JOHNSON ST ALAMO 38001

DISTRICT 9- CROSSROADS BAPTIST 
CHURCH- 1808 LOVE RD BELLS 38006

DISTRICT 10- BELLS CITY HALL- 12984 
HWY 79 BELLS 38006

DISTRICT 11- MIDWAY BAPTIST CHURCH- 
5353 OLD JACKSON RD BELLS 38006

DISTRICT 12- GADSDEN COMMUNITY 
CENTER- 229 HIGH ST GADSDEN 38337
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The Crockett Rocket Presents… 

Crockett Rocks, Spreading
Kindness One Rock at a Time

BY JUDY POSTON
judyposton1963@gmail.com

A box on a store’s shelf caught 
her eye. She picked it up to take a 
second look, then dropped it in her 
buggy, thinking it would make for 
a fun indoor afternoon project for 
Otis and her on summer days when 
the heat index reached into the tri-
ple digits, making it too hot for him 
to be outdoors playing in the dirt or 
with his menagerie of pets.

Sure enough, her instincts were 
correct. Since the day she fi rst 
pulled the box out of the back of the 
closet where she had stored it upon 
returning that day from her shop-
ping, Stacy Gibson Sartain and her 
son, Otis, have much enjoyed creat-
ing works of art by painting rocks, 
using bright colors to decorate with 
fun pictures, and topping the works 
off with an encouraging word. “... 
Hope... Dream... Be Kind... Joy... 
Pizza... ” - words that bring a smile 
to the reader’s face and a light to 
their day.

On the day of our visit, Stacy 
and Otis had the rocks displayed 
on their kitchen table, an array of 
color spread out on a kitchen towel. 
There was a dalmatian rock – paint-
ed white with black spots, a pizza 
rock complete with pepperoni, and 
one with a hot air balloon fl oating 
in a sky of blue. However, Otis 
chose one with the words, “Spread 
Joy” with which to have his picture 
made. As Stacy and I talked, he ex-
perimented, trying various shades 
of green on yet another rock. 

As Stacy and Otis have care-
fully selected smooth rocks from 
the driveway of their Maury City 
neighbor, Lumley Tires, for use in 
their project, then dreamed designs 
and selected words for their use 
on the rocks, and lastly, selected 
shades and hues of happy colors to 
complete their ideas, Stacy began to 

think in terms of what a great proj-
ect for getting others involved and 
bringing the Crockett Community 
together to show a little love and 
kindness.

Rocks could be hidden in public 
places. Just imagine the wondrous 
surprise of fi nding some-
thing so out of the ordi-
nary on a walk... of 
realizing some-
one gave of 
their time and 
painted this 
and left it 
for YOU... 
of read-
ing a word 
that speaks 
to your 
heart with 
the knowledge 
that truly it was 
meant for YOU to 
fi nd this rock. 
In other 
words, 
there 
is so 
much 
more 
to 

painting rocks than just painting 
rocks.

The idea of using painted rocks 
as a venue to spread kindness may 
have begun with Megan Murphy. 
Megan painted a rock, fi nished it 
with the simple phrase, “You’ve 

Got This,” and left it on a beach 
near her Cape Cod home. After a 
friend found this – her fi rst rock 
creation, Megan began to leave 
more rocks with more inspiring, 
messages where others could fi nd 
them. KINDNESS ROCKS PROJ-

ECT took root and the trend 
took on a life of its own 

as others began to 
paint rocks and 

leave them for 
others to fi nd 
and collect. 
Photos are 
commonly 
shared on 
Facebook 
as well as 

hints as to 
where to fi nd 

a rock some-
one has hid. 
One community 
painted Batman 

– themed 
rocks 

and 

turned the endeavor into a fundrais-
er for a local boy fi ghting cancer.

The premise is simple. Painting, 
hiding, hunting – it’s something 
that toddlers, teens, Moms and 
Dads, and grandparents can enjoy 
and participate in. It’s all about 

the happiness and joy found in the 
simplest things.  

All it takes are a few simple sup-
plies: fl at, smooth rocks, paint or 
markers, paint brushes, a sealer – 
if you want. All this adds up to a 
free, easy, and endless supply of 
fun for families.

When gathering rocks, it is a 
perfect opportunity to enjoy sun-
shine, blue skies, and wildfl owers. 
You might catch a glimpse of wild 
life, late evening fi refl ies. It would 
be the perfect opportunity to help 
the environment by picking up lit-
ter.    

Next, paint, decorate, get cre-
ative – artwork can be as simple 
as a smiley face, heart, fl ower, or 
polka-dots OR it can be as intri-
cate as the artist wishes. Then add 
a message – “Laugh, Laugh Often, 
Be The Change, You Rock, Share 
Love, You Matter, Don’t Give Up, 
Be Kind, Have a Great Day, Today 
is a Gift, You Can Do It – the list 
of inspiring messages goes on and 
on. Think of the powerful effect 
a verse of scripture could have. 
What a way to share your faith! 

Next, the artist may want to 
keep the treasure created. They 
might wish to gift it to a particular 
person, or they may want to hide it 
for someone else to fi nd. 

The opportunity to give back is 
an important part of rock painting. 
When hiding the rocks for others 
to fi nd, there are some dos and 
don’ts to consider. Do hide it in 
a place that gets lots of foot traf-
fi c, somewhere where someone 
is sure to notice it – a local park, 
outside a community center, on a 
teacher’s desk. Don’t hide a rock 
at a private residence or business 
where you do not have permis-
sion. National and State Parks do 
not allow people to leave rocks as 
it is important to leave these areas 

Spread Joy… Otis painted a red and blue background. Stacy added an 
inspirational message.
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as we fi nd them.
When fi nding a rock that some-

one else has left behind, fi rst, read 
its message. Take the message to 
heart. Someone went out of their 
way to paint that rock and leave 
it for you to fi nd. Take a picture. 
Share your fi nding on social me-
dia. Then decide if you want to 
keep that rock or hide it again for 
someone else to fi nd. If your de-
cision is to keep it, make another 
to hide. 

Painting rocks is about connec-
tions. People fi nd a rock and re-
late to its message. They connect 

to the fact that there is a person on 
the other side of the rock and they 
don’t feel so alone. The rock’s 
message can echo hope, comfort, 
cheer. Finding a rock can feel 
much like a hug. Painting rocks is 
about showing kindness. You have 
the power to make someone’s day 
with the kind messages you write. 

Experts say “being kind” should 
be every parents’ motive and goal 
for their children. Studies show 
that the simple act of being nice to 
others helps kids grow into happi-
er and healthier people. 

Michele Borbay, writer of 

“Thrivers: The Surprising Rea-
sons Why Some Kids Struggle 
and Others Shine,” says, “Kind-
ness helps children’s mental 
health, and their resilience, as 
well as peak performance.” She 
adds, “Playing nice makes all the 
difference,” and says, “Teaching 
kindness builds empathy, makes 
strong leaders, makes people hap-
pier, builds confi dence. Kind peo-
ple have more friends and make 
the world a better place.”

Rock painting – from gathering 
to painting to hiding – what a fun 
way to spend quality time with 
friends or as a family, to instill 
valuable lessons in your children 
and grandchildren, to share a lit-
tle kindness, to start a ripple ef-
fect that reaches through out our 
beloved community of Crockett, 
making it an even better place to 
live.

So what are you waiting for? 
Let’s get started... spreading kind-
ness with Crockett Rocks... one 
rock at a time.

To share pictures of the rocks 
you fi nd or to share clues as to 
the whereabouts of the rocks you 
hide, please go to Crockett Rocks 
page on Facebook which Stacy 
has just created.

To get started, please feel free to 
attend any or all of the following 
“come and go” July CROCKETT 
ROCKS workshops where space 
and supplies will be provided for 
attendees to paint a rock. All ages, 
children and adults, are welcome 
to attend. Bring your best ideas, 
and help spread a little kindness. 

Saturday, July 9, 2022, 10:00-
12:00 Court Square @ Sesquicen-
tennial Car Show

Wednesday, July 13, 11:30-12:30: 
Maury City Park

Saturday, July 23, 10:30-12:00: 
First Baptist Church, Maury City 

Wednesday, July 27, 2:00-4:00: 
Crockett Memorial LibraryCrockett Rocks… A collection of rocks created by Stacy and Otis, 

designed to spread a little kindness.
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Enjoy a Healthier Meal on the Grill
Summer is synonymous with 

many things, including family va-
cations and relaxing days at the 
beach. For foodies, perhaps nothing 
evokes the spirit of summer more 
effectively than grilled foods.

Grilling is a beloved tradition, 
but it’s not necessarily the healthi-
est way to eat. Traditional backyard 
barbecue fare like hot dogs and 
hamburgers likely won’t make phy-
sicians’ hearts fl utter, but there are 
ways to enjoy the fl avor of grilling 
without compromising a nutritious 
diet.

• Replace burgers and hot dogs 
with healthy proteins. The occasion-
al hamburger or hot dog won’t do 
much damage, but people who reg-
ularly grill should skip these sum-
mertime staples and replace them 
with healthy proteins. The Ameri-
can Heart Association reports that 
fi sh and skinless chicken breasts are 
healthy alternatives to hamburgers 
and hot dogs. Burger devotees can 
still enjoy their go-to grilled food, 
but replace ground beef with lean 
ground poultry, which contains less 
saturated fat than red meat.

• Avoid overdoing it. Most people 
have overindulged at a backyard 
barbecue at one point or another. 
The relaxed, party-like atmosphere 
of the backyard barbecue makes it 
easy to snack on chips and other 

unhealthy fare before moving on to 
burgers and hot dogs. Hosts can do 
guests a favor by replacing snacks 
and sides like chips and potato sal-
ad with healthier fare like celery, 
fruit salad or chickpea salad. Keep 
portions of grilled fare as close to a 
healthy size as possible. The AHA 
notes that a healthy portion of meat 
is around three ounces and no more 
than six ounces. 

• Create a salt-free rub. There’s 
no denying salt makes food more 
fl avorful. But that fl avor comes 
at a high cost. The health care ex-

perts Piedmont note that excessive 
amounts of salt can contribute to in-
fl ammation from fl uid retention and 
increase a person’s risk for hyper-
tension, or high blood pressure. Salt 
may be a go-to for many grilling 
enthusiasts, but it doesn’t have to 
be. A salt-free rub made with chili 
powder, garlic powder, paprika, 
and/or other spices is an effective 
and salt-free way to add fl avor to 
meat, chicken and fi sh.

• Grill more vegetables. Grilled 
vegetables, whether they’re part of 
kebabs or simply grilled alongside 

the main course, add signifi cant fl a-
vor and provide all the health ben-
efi ts of veggies cooked in more tra-
ditional ways. The AHA notes that 
coating vegetables in a healthy oil 
like olive oil makes it easy to grill 
them directly over an open fl ame 
without sticking. Cooking in this 
way imparts that signature smoky, 
grilled fl avor to vegetables.

This summer, grilling can be as 
healthy as it is fl avorful. All it takes 
is a few simple strategies to make 
the menu at your next backyard bar-
becue one any doctor would love.  

There are ways to enjoy the fl avor of grilling without compromising a nutritious diet.

Let’s Go to the Movies Themed Flower 
Show Announces Winners

The members of the Bells Garden Club 
highlighted National Garden Week with 
the presentation of their 62nd annual flow-
er show.  The show took place June 11, 
2022 at the new Bells Theater in down-
town Bells  This year the show’s theme 
was “Let’s Go To The Movies” and fea-
tured divisions of horticultural specimens 
and artistic designs.  

Nancy Freeman received  the Design-
er’s Choice Award for artistic design  and 

the Award of Horticulture Excellence for 
best horticultural specimen.   Other award 
winners included Barbara Salinas, Anita 
Kail, Linda Davis, Doris Shaw, and Betty 
Howell.  

Bells Garden Club also awards a trav-
eling trophy, the Gray Farrow Silver Bowl.  
The Bells Garden Club member who wins 
the most blue ribbons in the show is award-
ed this trophy. This year the Gray Farrow 
Silver bowl was awarded to Anita Kail.

 This year’s show also featured a youth 
division.  Participants in this category were 
Ethan Rains, Briley Lily, Maclyn Barry, 
Clara Revelle and Colton Barker.  Clara 
Revelle received the Flower Show Award 
for the Youth Division. 

The show was evaluated by judges ac-
credited by National Garden Clubs Inc., 
with which the Bells Garden club is affil-
iated.  
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Impress Guests with Homemade Burgers
Backyard barbecues are a sta-

ple of summertime. In fact, many 
Fourth of July celebrations just 
wouldn’t feel right without ham-
burgers and hot dogs cooking over 
an open fl ame in the backyard.

Burgers may not qualify as fancy 
fare, but they’re perfect for Inde-
pendence Day celebrations. This 
year, party hosts can add a little 
something extra to their barbecues 
by whipping up some homemade 
hamburgers. This recipe for “Mush-
room and Swiss Burgers with Ba-
con and Aioli” from “The Essential 
Kamado Grill Cookbook” (Rock-
ridge Press) by Will Budiaman is 
sure to make your Fourth of July 
festivities more fl avorful.

Mushroom and Swiss Burgers 
with Bacon and Aioli

Serves 4

8 bacon slices
8 ounces cremini mushrooms, 

sliced
 Kosher salt
 Freshly ground black pepper
2 pounds ground beef
4 Swiss cheese slices
4 kaiser rolls, split
1⁄2 cup aioli (see below)

1. Prepare the grill for direct grill-
ing at 500 F, then preheat a 10-inch 
cast iron skillet on the grate with the 
lid closed.

2. Put the bacon in the skillet. 
Close the lid and cook for 1 to 
2 minutes or until browned and 
crispy around the edges. Transfer to 
a plate. 

3. Add the mushrooms to the skil-
let. Close the lid and cook, stirring 
once, for 7 to 9 minutes or until 
browned. Transfer to a plate. Sea-
son with salt and pepper.

4. Meanwhile, in a large bowl, 
season the beef with pepper and 4 

teaspoons of salt. Using your hands, 
mix until just incorporated; form 
into four 1-inch-thick patties with a 
slight dimple in the center.

5. Put the burgers on the grate. 
Close the lid and cook, fl ipping 
halfway through, for 8 to 10 min-
utes total for medium, or until an 
instant-read thermometer inserted 
into the center registers 135 F. (If 
using store-bought ground beef, al-
ways cook it to 160 F, or well done.) 
In the last minute of cooking, top 
the patties with the cheese to melt 

and place the rolls cut-side down on 
the grate to toast.

6. Spread the aioli on the buns 
and assemble the burgers, dividing 
the bacon and mushrooms between 
them. Serve immediately.

Aioli
Makes 1 1⁄4 cups

1 large egg
1 cup vegetable oil
2 garlic cloves, peeled
1⁄2 teaspoon kosher salt
1. Put the egg in the bowl of a 

small food processor. Blend until 
beaten.

2. With the machine running, 
slowly stream in the oil through the 
feed tube until emulsifi ed (the mix-
ture thickens).

3. Blend in the garlic and salt.
4. Transfer to an airtight container, 

refrigerate, and use within 5 days. 
Troubleshooting: Is your aioli just 

not coming together, staying thin 
and runny instead of thickening? 
You may be streaming in your oil 
too quickly. But don’t throw out the 
batch. Instead, pour it into a small 
cup or bowl, wash and dry the bowl 
and blade of the food processor, and 
start again with a fresh egg. Use the 
previous batch as your “oil.” 

This recipe for “Mushroom and Swiss Burgers with Bacon and Aioli” 
from “The Essential Kamado Grill Cookbook” (Rockridge Press) by 
Will Budiaman is sure to make your summer festivities more fl avorful.
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Alamo First Chris-
tian youth attended 

Centrifuge at Union 
University in June. 
Campers included: 

Kody Springfi eld, Colin 
Smith, Jaxon Moore, 

George Randall, Carson 
Webb, Bryce Watson, 

Cason Reynolds, Lance 
Yearwood, Jacob Were, 
Ella Cate Haynes, Mary 

Carter, Hannah Carter, 
Izzy Yearwood, Tink 
Willis, Piper Smith, 

Syesha Torres, Annslee 
Miller, Georgi Conley, 
Alyssa Roy, Lexus Co-
peland, Lindsey Smith 
and chaperones Doug 
Wede, Susie Randall 
and Sarah Kennedy.

AFC Youth Enjoy Fuge Camp ’22
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1972

The Alamo High School class 
of 1972 held their 50th reunion 
recently. 26 class members along 
with spouses attended the gather-
ing and enjoyed a buffet dinner. For 
some, it was the fi rst reunion since 
graduation and great to see and be 
seen. We also took a moment of ob-
servance for those class members 
who have passed. We look forward 
to gathering again in fi ve years.

Alamo High Class of ’72 - 50th 
Reunion (from left, seated) Kay 
Reasons Stout, Debbie Scribner 
Gaines, Evelyn Speer Goff, Glenda 
Crutchfi eld Davis, Cheryl Bryant 
Long, Sandra Yearwood Cowan, 
Linda Kail Darling, Teresa Morris 
Butler, Gail Lovelace, Rachel Ant-

wine Blust, Deborah McClean, Pam 
Brasfi eld Austin, Shelia Holt Swear-
ingen, (standing) Donny Lockard, 

Terry Cowan, Riley Webb, Barney 
Robertson, Gary Reasons, Richard 
Terry, H. Buzzy Nichols, Jerry Mc-

Garity, Jimmy Riggins, Bruce Col-
vett, James Roberts, Scott Conley 
and Lynn Ackerman.

AHS Class of ’72 Hosts Reunion

"The First Time Ever I Saw Your Face" Roberta Flack  11 weeks in Top 10
"Alone Again (Naturally)"   Gilbert O'Sullivan 11 weeks in Top 10
"A Horse with No Name"   America  10 weeks in Top 10
"Brandy (You're a Fine Girl)"  Looking Glass  10 weeks in Top 10

n the Radion the Radio
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Kentucky Awards Gibson EMC 
Grant to Install Broadband Internet

Kentucky Governor Andy Beshear announced 
today that Gibson Electric Membership Corpo-
ration has been awarded a grant of $4,650,880 
through the Kentucky Broadband Deployment 
Program.  The grant will help build a broadband 
infrastructure to make high-speed, fi ber-based 
internet service available to 1,763 Gibson EMC 
member-owners in Kentucky.  

“We are thrilled that we will receive Ken-
tucky Broadband Deployment Program funds 
for this important project,” said Dan Roda-
maker, President and CEO of Gibson Electric 
Membership Corporation and Gibson Connect 
(Gibson EMC’s broadband subsidiary).  “Our 
member-owners desperately need high-speed, 
fi ber-based internet service; and it will vastly 
improve the quality of life in our communities 
by providing opportunities for education, health-
care, jobs, entertainment and more. We sincerely 
thank all those who have made the grant pos-
sible and particularly Governor Andy Beshear, 
our legislators and members of the Kentucky 

Infrastructure Authority,” Rodamaker said.  “We 
also are grateful to our local leadership for their 
support and to our members for their patience as 
we have worked to provide broadband service as 
economically as possible.”

Rodamaker said Gibson EMC and Gibson 
Connect anticipate being able to start construc-
tion mid-July, after receiving the grant parame-
ters and signing the grant contract.

“Access to high-speed internet service is tru-
ly transformational,” said Rodamaker, “and an 
important part of having access is affordability.  
We’re working hard to manage the cost of our 
broadband buildout and to also enable access,” 
he said.  “This is why Gibson Connect offers 
both the Affordable Connectivity Program 
(ACP) and the Lifeline discounts to qualifying 
members to lower the cost of its residential in-
ternet plans.”

Rodamaker said Gibson EMC already has in-
vested $3.9 million on a broadband middle-mile 
network in its Kentucky service area and will 

match the Kentucky broadband grant (of $4.6 
million) with $6.4 million for a total investment 
of $15 million.  He said this grant award moves 
Gibson EMC and Gibson Connect a step closer 
to the ultimate goal of making the essential ser-
vice of high-speed, fi ber-based internet available 
to every Gibson EMC member.  

Gibson Connect is a wholly-owned, not-for-
profi t subsidiary of Gibson EMC.  It was formed 
to make high-speed, fi ber-based internet service 
available to members of Gibson EMC.  Members 
can register for internet, phone and TV service at 
join.gibsonconnect.com or by calling 731-562-
6000.  Registration is just $20 and will apply to-
ward a member’s fi rst Gibson Connect bill when 
service is received.  Sign up now to ensure you 
receive service as quickly as possible.

Gibson EMC serves four west Kentucky coun-
ties (Carlisle, Fulton, Graves and Hickman) and 
eight west Tennessee counties (Crockett, Dyer, 
Gibson, Haywood, Lake, Lauderdale, Obion and 
Madison).
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Crockett County Imagination Library

 Change a Life with Books
The Crockett County Imagination 

Library would like to thank all of 
you who have so kindly contributed 
both your time and money to this 
literacy program during 2021. 
We are beginning our eighteenth 
year of Imagination Library, and 

it has been a tremendous success 
in Crockett County. In this county, 
732 preschoolers are now enrolled 
and receiving by mail a new book 
each month.

Imagination Library is making 
an impact on literacy. Studies 

have shown that having books in 
children’s homes will propel these 
children ahead 3.2 years in reading.

A special thank you goes to the 
following donors who have helped 
Crockett County Imagination 
Library change lives through books:

FOUNDING 
MEMBERS

Alamo City Board of Education
Anonymous
Bank of Crockett
Craig Laman
Crockett County Board of 

Education
Crockett County Chapter of 

NAACP

ENGINEERS
(Donations of $1,000 or more)
Craig & Suzanne Laman
Recycle Aerosol, LLC

CONDUCTORS
(Donations of $500 to $999) 

Bank of Crockett
Professional Eye Care        

(Kyle Utley, O.D.)
WoodmenLife, Chapter 488

STATIONMASTERS
 (Donations of $250 to $499)

Alamo First Christian Church
Alamo Pride
Food Rite Stores
Gibson Electric Membership 

Corporation
Johnson Grove Baptist Church
Mid-South Farmers Co-Op
Paint & Industrial Supply
Small Town Pharmacy
Tillman Automotive
Town of Alamo
Town of Gadsden

FRIENDS OF IMAGINATION LIBRARY
 (Donations of $100 to $249)

Alamo Construction Supply
Alamo First United 

Methodist Church
Amy Hilliard
Amy Luckey
Amy Mayfi eld
Andrea Breland
Andrew & Kelly Evans
Anisha Howell
Bells Hardware & Lumber 

Company
Bob & Margaret Pearson
Brandi Wilson
Brenda Reddick
Brooks Rawson
Carolyn Smith
Charlene Avery

Charlotte Curl
Cindy Nolen
City of Bells
Connie Culpepper
Courtney Cook
Crockett Family Eye Care 

(Lisa Privett, O.D.)
Crockett Gin, LLC
Dawn Carmack
DeShae Cole
Dewayne Dove
Emmaus Consulting, LLC
Faith Drum Company
Floyd Rowe
Foundation Bank
Gadsden Church of Christ
Gail Avery

Gwen Sellers
H & R Block
Heather Simmons
Jasper Taylor IV,  

Attorney at Law
Jennifer Baker
Julie Nass
Karah Riley
Karen Cavaness
Kim Averitt
Lauren Weatherford
Leigh Ann Hastings
Leigh Ann Hayes
Linda Pyle
Lindsey Plodzien
Lydia Crossnoe
Mary Carol Perry

Mary Kate Gourley
Melissa Deming
Misty Rhodes
Molly Rowe
Nan Mosier
New First Baptist 

Church
Raines Pharmacy
Renasant Bank
Stacey McAdams
Susie Randall
Suzanne Chapman
Terri Barlowe
Valerie Hughes
Walter & April Yearwood

    We greatly appreciate those whose contributions to Crockett County Imagination Library 
cannot be measured in dollars and cents:
Alamo Elementary School
Bank of Crockett
Bells Elementary School
Crockett County Courthouse
Crockett County Extension 

Service
Crockett County High School

Crockett County Middle 
School

Crockett Memorial Library
Friendship Elementary 

School
Gadsden Elementary School

Maury City Elementary 
School

The Crockett County Times
The Crockett Rocket
All Crockett County 

Imagination Library 
Volunteers

Finally, we thank the 
Governor’s Books from 
Birth Foundation. This 
foundation matches all 
funds raised in Crockett 
County for Imagination 
Library.

Thank you to those who 
made donations in honor or 
memory of loved ones. We 
also thank all others who 
made a contribution of any 
amount. Your donation is 
greatly appreciated.

Children from birth 
to age 5 may now be 
enrolled online. Access 
the Crockett County 
Imagination Library at 
www.imaginationlibrary.
com or the Governor’s 
Books from Birth 
Foundation at www.
governorsfoundation.
org to begin a child’s 
journey into the 
wonderful world of 
books.

For more information 
about Crockett County 
Imagination Library, 
please contact the 
Crockett Memorial 
Library at (731) 
696-4220. For 
information regarding 
donations, memorials 
or honorariums, 
please contact 
Angel Holder at 
Holderangel@
outlook.com.
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Hope Can Be
a Free Haircut

Knowing how diffi cult life can be at times, one Crockett County church 
is offering the community Hope and a Haircut.

Hope and a Haircut, a free event, is hosted by Archer’s Chapel in Frog 
Jump. The event will take place on the court square in Alamo, outside of 
Tangled Salon and Spa at 46 South Court Street on Saturday, July 30, from 
10:00 to 2:00.

There will be FREE haircuts from local stylists, food, resources and fel-
lowship. 

“We believe HOPE can look like anything, even a HAIRCUT, and we 
look forward to seeing you there!” said organizer Emily Oswald.

Thank you for your part in spreading the word and helping serve others 
in this capacity. For any questions or how to be involved, please call 731-
697-5116.

Harper Holt was recently in Memphis forHarper Holt was recently in Memphis for
a week being a Tristar Princess at the Miss a week being a Tristar Princess at the Miss 
Tennessee Scholarship Pageant. Harper is Tennessee Scholarship Pageant. Harper is 
the daughter of Josh and Emily Holt.the daughter of Josh and Emily Holt.
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Crockett County Blessed 
The very fi rst perfor-

mance of the Arts Council 
of Crockett, TN Perform-
ing Arts Studio was held 
June 3 and 4 in the new 
Bells Theatre.  The capac-
ity crowds celebrated their 
patriotic spirit during the 
2 hour show that included 
standards such as “Yankee 
Doodle Boy”, “Grand Old 
Flag” and “America the 
Beautiful”.  Also included 
were songs of our Amer-
ican History, “Shenando-
ah”, “Hamilton Medley”, 
and “Wade in the Water.” 
Our program also included 
a tribute to our great state 
with a TN Medley (TN 
Waltz and Rocky Top).

Every student in grades 1 – 12 
sang a solo and had a speaking 
part.  The “dialogue” included the 

story of our great country from 
the Revolutionary War, the War 
of 1812, the Civil War, Slavery, 

Westward Expansion, Im-
migration, World War I, 
World War II, Civil Rights, 
and 9/11. 

We were blessed with 
two fi ne guest artists, 
both of Crockett Coun-
ty.  Daniel Joyner, a grad-
uate of Crockett County 
High School and a Final-
ist on America’s Got Tal-
ent (2016), has recently 
graduated from Mississip-
pi State University with 
a B.S. degree in Music 
Education and is serving 
Malesus Baptist Church as 
their Music Minister. Me-
leah Gateley, a graduate of 
Home Life Academy and 
the University of TN at 

Martin, is currently working on 
her Master of Arts degree in Mu-
sic Therapy at the University of 
Kentucky.

Daniel and Meleah performed 
“It’s Been a Long, Long, Time”, 
“The Prayer” and “There She 
Stands”.  The audience was invit-
ed to stand for the “Armed Forces 
Medley” and “Taps” which was 
played on the trumpet by Daniel 
Joyner.

Our Adult Choir performed 
several tunes including “In Flan-
ders Field”, “Bat-
tle Hymn”,  “Soon 
I Will Be Done”, 
“Up the Lazy Riv-
er” (Jana Lee Ellis), 
“I’ve Been Every-
where Man” (Paul 
Gauldin) and “God 
Bless America” (Ju-
lie Cooke).

The live band ac-
companying the 
entire show was 
Kathy Kail (Direc-
tor and Pianist), Tony Gauldin 
(Bass Guitar) and Gaylon Doss 
(drums).  Dalton Milam played 
the acoustic guitar for “This Land 
is Your Land” and Kristofer Phil-
lips played an African Drum for 

“Keep Your Lamps”.  Archer Love 
played an electric guitar solo.

Thanks to Phyllis Coulston for 
the beautifully decorated stage, 
Wray Pulliam for running sound, 
Randa Hardin for the programs 
and all the parents for cleaning 
the theatre.  Thanks to Cadie Log-
gins (Teaching Assistant) and to 
Cadie and Kyla Phillips (Stage 
Managers).

To register for the Fall Perform-
ing Arts Classes email Kathy Kail 
at Kathy.kail.7@gmail.com.  The 
classes are provided at no cost 
to members of the Arts Coun-
cil.  Classes will begin in August 
and the next performance will be 
September 23 and 24 (Halloween 
Show).

The cast was comprised of the 
following:  

Karalise Myatt, Dalton Milam, 
Amy Gateley, Evan Myatt,  
Cadie Loggins, Meleah Gateley, 
Alyssa Byrd, Gracie Farmer, Dan-
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by God Bless America
iel Joyner, Anna Paige Laughlin, 
Adalyn Baker, Anne Myatt, Ar-
cher Love, Presley Williams,  
Mary Jo Moore, Bo Conley, Kyla 
Phillips, Evelyn Smith, Jolee Har-

din, Kristofer Phillips, Paul Gaul-
din, Caleigh Howell, Kaidyn Phil-
lips, Julie Cooke, Brenna Clement, 
Jana Lee Ellis, Casen Mosier, Mil-
lie Clement, Carleigh McKeen, 

Olivia Owens, Katelyn Myatt,  
Georgia Baker, Konnor Turnage, 
Josie Davidson, Kortney Turnage, 
Samantha Scallion, Luke Gateley, 
Millie Lovelace, Mylee Simmons, 

Jenna Clement, Braxton Gibson, 
and Lacey Loggins.
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Death Notice
Deloris D. Leath

April 1, 1938 to June 14, 2022

Deloris D. Leath passed away 
peacefully at home to her heavenly 
home Tuesday June 14, 2022 at the 
age of 84 years.

Deloris was born April 1, 1938 to 
the late Thomas Void and Mary E. 
McGarity.

Deloris is preceded in death 
by her parents; husband Wendell 
Leath; siblings, Richard McGarity, 
Mary Jo Leath, and Robbie Piercey.

She is survived by her daughter, 
Debbie Eison (Jeff); son, Rog-
er Leath (Sheron); grandchildren, Mandy Eison-Fisher (Adam), Dereck 
Eison (Casey), Hannah Leath Permenter (Dustin), Randi Seratt (Preston), 
and Blake Hawkins (Kara); great grandchildren, William Bushart, Samu-
el Bushart, Reed Eison, Holden Eison, LilyAnn Permenter, Elliana Per-
menter, Lane Seratt, Piper Seratt, Rhett Hawkins, Eden Hawkins, Zoey 
Hawkins; siblings, Ray McGarity (Barbara), Ann Butler, Dean Simpson, 
Neda Rogers, Jerry McGarity (Gloria), along with numerous nieces and 
nephews.

Pallbearers were Dereck Eison, Adam Fisher, William Bushart, Samuel 
Bushart, Blake Hawkins, and Dustin Permenter.

Deloris was a member of Friendship Church of Christ. She was a seam-
stress at Kellwood, Angelica, and Little King until she retired. She enjoyed 
working outside with her fl owers and spending time with her family.

Graveside services for Ms. Leath were Thursday, June 16, 2022, at Cairo 
Cemetery with John Marvin offi ciating.

Ronk Funeral Home had charge of the services.

Make Watermelon the 
Centerpiece of Meals

Few things are as delicious and refreshing as watermelon on a warm day. 
Watermelon grows quite readily in summer and is often ready to pick after 
three months of growing time. Harvesters look for a pale buttery yellow 
spot on the bottom of watermelon (the ground spot), indicating ripeness. 
However, shoppers can do their part and pick perfect watermelon at the 
store. The fruit should be fi rm, symmetrical and free from bruises, cuts or 
dents. The melon also should be heavy, as it is comprised of 92 percent 
water.

Most people immediately think of watermelon as a sweet snack or as a 
palate cleanser after an evening meal, but watermelon is equally at home 
in savory dishes as it is in sweet offerings. You may enjoy this recipe for 
“Zesty Watermelon Chicken Salad Tortilla Cups” courtesy of The National 
Watermelon Promotion Board and recipe author Shannon Kohn. This is a 
great warm weather meal that looks impressive and is both cool and fi lling 
for summer entertaining.

Zesty Watermelon Chicken Salad Tortilla Cups
Makes 12 servings

4 8-inch fl our tortillas
1⁄4 cup softened cream cheese
2 tablespoons mayonnaise
1 tablespoon cayenne pepper sauce
2 tablespoons chopped green chiles
1 cup cooked, chopped chicken
11⁄2 cups chopped watermelon
1⁄4 cup roasted, salted pumpkin seeds (pepitas)
1⁄4 cup sliced green onions

1. Preheat oven to 375 F.
2. Using a 4-inch cookie cutter or cup, cut rounds out of each tortilla. 

Press one tortilla round down into each cup of a 12-cup muffi n pan.
3. Bake for 8 to 10 minutes or until tortilla cups are light brown and 

crispy. Remove from oven; allow to cool.
4. In the bottom of a large bowl, combine cream cheese, mayonnaise and 

pepper sauce until smooth.
5. Stir in chicken and green chiles. Fold in watermelon.
6. Divide and fi ll each tortilla cup with an extra amount of the watermel-

on-chicken mixture.
7. Divide and garnish with an equal amount of pumpkin seeds and green 

onion, respectively.
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What a blessed opportunity is 
available to all!  “Blessed are 
they whose iniquities are forgiv-
en, and whose sins are covered.  
Blessed is the man to whom the 
Lord will not impute sin” [Ro-
mans 4:7-8].  This wondrous 
offer is a standing invitation to 
everyone, no matter the circum-
stances of their life; an invitation 
to be forgiven of all sins, mis-
takes, and errors; to remove that 
burden from their hearts and their 
souls:  “Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.  Take My 
yoke upon you, and learn of Me; 
for I am meek and lowly in heart: 
and ye shall fi nd rest unto your 
souls.  For My yoke is easy, and 
My burden is light” [Matthew 
11:28-30].

That opportunity is found only 
in Christ:  “Giving thanks unto 
the Father, which hath made us 
meet to be partakers of the in-
heritance of the saints in light:  
Who hath delivered us from the 
power of darkness, and hath 
translated us into the kingdom of 
His dear Son:  In Whom we have 

redemption through His blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins…” 
[Colossians 1:12-14].  Redeemed, 
forgiven of all sins through the 
blood of Jesus Christ!  “Foras-
much as ye know that ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, 
as silver and gold, from your vain 
conversation received by tradi-
tion from your fathers; But with 
the precious blood of Christ, as 
of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot…”[1 Peter 1:18-19].  
“In Whom we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgive-
ness of sins, according to the 
riches of His grace…” [Ephesians 
1:7].  He is the only source and 
route to forgiveness.  “Neither 
is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved” [Acts 
4:12].  

Amazingly, this is a free gift – 
if we will accept it.  “But God, 
who is rich in mercy, for His 
great love wherewith He loved 
us, Even when we were dead in 
sins, hath quickened us togeth-
er with Christ, (by grace ye are 

saved;) And hath raised us up 
together, and made us sit together 
in heavenly places in Christ Je-
sus: That in the ages to come He 
might shew the exceeding rich-
es of His grace in His kindness 
toward us through Christ Jesus.  
For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God: Not of 
works, lest any man should boast.  
For we are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk 
in them” [Ephesians 2:4-10].  It 
is a free gift, not of our works; 
however, we are created in Christ 
unto [or for] good works.

How do we accept this free 
gift?  How are we forgiven?  
“And now why tarriest thou? 
arise, and be baptized, and wash 
away thy sins, calling on the 
name of the Lord” [Acts 22:16].  
“Know ye not, that so many of us 
as were baptized into Jesus Christ 
were baptized into His death?  
Therefore we are buried with 
Him by baptism into death: that 
like as Christ was raised up from 

the dead by the glory of the Fa-
ther, even so we also should walk 
in newness of life.  For if we 
have been planted together in the 
likeness of His death, we shall 
be also in the likeness of His 
resurrection…” [Romans 6:3-5].  
Who can be forgiven?  “Know ye 
not that the unrighteous shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God?  Be 
not deceived: neither fornicators, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
effeminate, nor abusers of them-
selves with mankind, Nor thieves, 
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners, shall 
inherit the kingdom of God.  And 
such were some of you: but ye 
are washed, but ye are sanctifi ed, 
but ye are justifi ed in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit 
of our God” [1 Corinthians 6:9-
11].  The invitation is to all!

church of Christ at Crossroads
Charles Yawn

Please visit us at:
2118 Johnsons Grove Road
Bells, TN 30006

God’s Word is Truth
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The Best of Anywhere
BY JUDY POSTON

judyposton1963@gmail.com
“God, where are you?” It was a 

desperate cry from a longing heart. 
He was only a teen, trying to go to 
whatever church he could. He had 
a craving... a hunger... a real thirst.

He met a wonderful girl at church 
camp. He used an old “pay as you 
go” phone to stay in touch for some 
two years. He looked forward to 
their conversations with great ea-
gerness. However, he was always 
careful to guard his words. He 
couldn’t let anything slip lest she 
guess. He could not bear for her to 
know his secret... that he was home-
less. 

One night, he made the call, ex-
pecting to hear her sweet voice 
answer on the other end of the 
line. Instead, to his great surprise, 
it was a man’s deep voice that re-
sounded through the line. The male 
voice asked, “Are you homeless?” 
Stunned, his heart beating out of his 
chest, at fi rst, he tried to deny it. Fi-
nally, he admitted the truth. 

They came and got him. They 
took him into their home. He be-
came a part of their family. They 
put him through his last year and 
a half of high school. It was a new 
twist to an old story. The “lost” son 
had come home. He was welcomed 
with open arms and open hearts by 

a family ready to love on him with 
the love of Jesus. What a change the 
LORD made in his heart as a result 
of their loving actions! Tyler Wat-
son’s life would never be the same. 

Tyler had only been to Tennessee 
one time in his entire life when, at 
age 29, he made the move to Frog 
Jump, to become pastor of Archer’s 
Chapel Church. As the church’s 
new pastor, he likens himself to 
a “new car with a ton of miles.” 
Here, in his new home, he realizes 
God has done the impossible with 
his life story. He never takes for 

granted that God has brought him 
to a “Godly area,” and joined him 
to a great group of people who love 
Jesus. Tyler KNOWS God is pas-
sionate about people and he and 
wife, Brook, are passionate about 
the ministry God has called them 
to. God may have led him to what 
some might describe as “the mid-
dle of nowhere” – but, he realizes 
here, at the center of God’s plan for 
his life, “the middle of nowhere” is 
THE BEST OF ANYWHERE. 

Tyler’s great-grandmother grew 
up in a Catholic home in Little 

Rock, Arkansas. Her parents were 
desperate to have children of their 
own. However, due to a blood is-
sue, their fi rst eleven children died 
before or shortly after birth. De-
termined to try once more, their 
twelfth child was a precious daugh-
ter. While still a youngster, she 
was hit by an automobile while 
riding her bike. Her parents were 
more grateful than words can tell 
that she survived the accident. At 
age sixteen, the daughter answered 
the knock at the front door of the 
family home to fi nd a young cou-
ple standing there. Their purpose? 
They wanted to invite the family 
to a Pentecostal revival. Years lat-
er, the teenager would describe the 
service she attended as the fi rst time 
she had ever felt the presence of the 
Holy Spirit. That night, her life was 
radically changed forever. She nev-
er looked back. 

The girl’s parents attended a ser-
vice. She thought they enjoyed it. 
But, later, her mother said, “If that’s 
what it takes to get to heaven, I 
don’t want to go.” Two weeks later, 
the mother died.

As the years went by, the young 
girl became a wife, a mother, then 
a grandmother. Her granddaughter, 
took a very different path when she 
reached sixteen. Having left Arkan-
sas, she moved to the big and busy 

Tyler and Brook Watson and children.
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city of Detroit, Michigan. Becom-
ing addicted to drugs, she was living 
in an attic that belonged to friends 
when she realized she was preg-
nant. She did not know what to do. 
At age sixteen, she was not ready 
to raise a child. In desperation, she 
did the only thing she could think 
to do – she called her grandmother 
back home in Arkansas. Her grand-
mother sent bus fare for her to come 
home. 

The grandmother begged her 
granddaughter not to have an abor-
tion. Give the baby life, she told 
her. In return, she promised to rear 
the child. Tyler was miraculously 
born with none of the health prob-
lems common to children of ad-
dicts. His great-grandmother lived 
her life for God. She loved Tyler 
fi ercely. She was a great woman 
who focused all her energy on rais-
ing her great-grandson. One day 
she told him, “I wish 
I could take you on 
an airplane. I wish we 
could ride an airplane 
together, but I don’t 
think we will ever get 
to experience that... ” 

Tyler grew up in 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas. 
Doubtless, there were 
those who wondered 
if anything good 
could come out of the 
rough town – a town 
laden with drugs, vi-
olence, and gangs, a 
town plagued with 
an absence of fathers 
or positive male role 
models. 

Tyler and his great-grandmother 
lived in a trailer park. They were 
poor. She was a hoarder. She would 
often attend yard sales, walking 
amongst those things on sale, pick-
ing up items, pretending to be in-
terested, examining them carefully, 
as if she were considering buying 
something, but always putting the 
item back down. The reality was she 
had no money for shopping, even at 
a yard sale. Finally, she would go 
over to those who were selling the 
items, “I don’t really see anything 
I need,” she would say. “But, if 
you have anything left at the end 
of the yard sale, I would be glad to 
take it off your hands.” She would 
hand them her phone number. They 
would call. She would happily bring 
ALL the left over items home to the 
trailer park with her. 

Their house trailer had no air con-
ditioner. Older kids would make 

fun of Tyler... the way 
he dressed, the way he 
smelled. At age 13, Ty-
ler joined a gang. He 
says, “At age 13,14,15, 
I was not someone you 
would have wanted to 
cross.” By the age of 
15, he was in a juvenile 
detention center. It was 
then that his life was 
changed. When he got 
out, he left his old way 
of life behind him. He 
began to follow Jesus.

His great-grand-
mother had a stroke. 
She could no longer 
live at home. Depart-
ment of Human Ser-
vices got involved 
when he tried to live 
on his own in the home 
they had shared. He lived with a se-
ries of families in a string of homes, 
longing to fi t in, never really belong-
ing, until, fi nally, he determined he 
would live on his own, even if it 
meant living without a place to call 
home. It was then that the phone 
calls with the young lady he had 
met at church camp took on such 
signifi cance in his life. 

Having found a place to call 
home with her family, the change 
that was wrought in Tyler’s life, 
compelled within him a desire to 
share Jesus with others. He started 
preaching at age 18. During his se-
nior year of high school, he led 35 
students to Christ. The school he 
attended asked him to preach the 
sermon shared at the Baccalaureate 
Service for his class. 

Tyler grew up in a congregation of 
60. As a young adult, he became ex-
ecutive pastor in a church of 1,200. 
He has been given the opportunity 
to preach all over the world and has 
preached before thousands. How-
ever, it is a call to pastor that the 
LORD has laid fi rst and foremost 
on his heart. When he fi rst visited 
Archer’s Chapel, he was immedi-
ately reminded of the little country 
church of his youth. 

Tyler tells that at Archer’s, each 
of his predecessors were Godly 
men who feared the LORD. He is 
thankful for these who loved the 
LORD, whose shoulders he gets to 
stand on. “We didn’t get where we 
are today without them.” He looks 
forward to paying homage to these 
men as Archer’s homecoming ser-
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vices approach, the fi rst Sunday in 
July. 

Since Tyler’s coming to Archer’s, 
attendance at Sunday morning wor-
ship services have more than dou-
bled. “There is a good mix,” he says,  
“of young families and middle aged 
couples, as well as retirees.” These 
are folks who love to tell the old, 
old story, never compromising the 
gospel, but always ready and ea-
ger to try new methods in order to 
reach a greater number of people 
with the life changing message of 
Jesus and His love. Members are 
sharing the good news with their 
community. People are getting 
saved. Baptisms are being sched-
uled. And, people through out the 
county are rejoicing for what is be-
ing accomplished for God’s glory!

Tyler also currently serves as tour 
pastor for an organization called, 
“Dream On,” enabling him to speak 
globally, but mainly in Honduras 
and Brazil. “We can go there,” says 
Tyler, “because people have such a 
desire to come. Some 30,000 attend 

each event which always includes 
a Christian concert! Through these 
services, Tyler has seen thousands 
upon thousands come to know 
Christ as their LORD and Savior. In 
these services, Tyler has also wit-
nessed individuals receiving heal-
ing similar to those described in the 
New Testament. 

Just a couple of weeks ago, 
Dream On Ministries held one of 
their “Night of Praise” services in 
a park in Ohio, with 3,000 people 
attending. (For more information, 
please visit their website, @ Drea-
mon.world) Tyler shares, “ God is 
still doing new things. He wants His 
church to dream again.” 

As a footnote to the story of Ty-
ler’s involvement with the ministry 
of “Dream On,” Tyler never boards 
a plane for one of his missionary 
journeys, without his great-grand-
mother’s Bible, remembering her 
desire for them to fl y together. In 
fact, her Bible always remains close 
by, a source of strength and encour-
agement to him. 

In 2019, Tyler took on the diffi cult 
and sometimes painful challenge of 
penning his autobiography, “HURT, 
BUT NOT BROKEN,” now avail-
able on Amazon, detailing what 
the LORD has done for him. The 
congregation at Archer’s recently 
passed out copies of the book, a 
real page turner that can easily be 
read in one sitting, to inmates at the 
Crockett County Jail.

If readers have not already 
guessed, Tyler’s wife, Brook, is 
the girl he courted all those years 
ago on the “pay as you go” phone. 
The couple now have four children, 
the oldest ready to start fi rst grade 
shortly, the youngest born just days 
ago. Everything about Taylor and 
Brook, he says, revolves around 
ministry. He affi rms, “Nothing else 
matters.”

Tyler and Archer’s Chapel are 
planning for their upcoming sum-
mer revival. The dates are July 10 
– 13. Tyler’s church family has told 
him, “You are the new preacher so 
you should preach.” Nightly ser-

vices begin at 6:30 each evening. 
Everyone is invited to attend.

Tyler says, “God’s church should 
never be competitive but always 
collaborative.” He adds that he 
wants to see people come to know 
Jesus whether at Archer’s Chapel or 
somewhere else. Tyler asks, “Can 
we bear to plant seeds of truth, al-
lowing someone else to gather in 
the harvest?” Of Archer’s Chapel, 
he says, “We may never be a church 
of more than 200, but that doesn’t 
mean we can’t love 2,000.”

Of his own life, Tyler says, “ I hope 
at the end of my life, I have made a 
small ripple in the pool of life.” He 
hastens to add, “It is not about me, 
but what the LORD has done for me 
and through me.” Hearkening back 
to his statement at the beginning of 
our interview when he shared that 
God had done the impossible with 
his life story, Tyler now explains, 
“He takes our impossibilities, and 
writes across them His signature of 
authenticity.”
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WestStar Trustees Honor 
Nance for Service 

Harold Nance, of Alamo, was honored for his service on the WestStar 
Leadership Program’s Board of Trustees during the program’s graduation 
ceremony on June 21 at The Venue at Twin Oaks in Humboldt. Nance’s 
appointment on the board will end July 1. He serves as executive director 
at Jonah Affordable Housing in Jackson and is a 2002 WestStar graduate. 
Nance (right) is pictured with University of Tennessee at Martin Chancel-
lor Keith Carver.

For more information about WestStar, contact Virginia Grimes, assistant 
director, at vgrimes@utm.edu or 731-881-7787.

Goldsby Receives
RisingStar Scholarship

Anna Goldsby, a Crockett County High School graduate, received the 
2022 Vaughn RisingStar Scholarship during the WestStar Leadership Pro-
gram’s graduation ceremony on June 21 at The Venue at Twin Oaks in 
Humboldt. The scholarship is awarded to a student who participated in 
WestStar’s RisingStar Leadership Program, which is held for selected high 
school juniors and seniors each fall, who plans to attend the University of 
Tennessee at Martin.

Recipients are chosen by the WestStar Board of Trustees. Goldsby (right) 
is pictured with UT Martin Chancellor Keith Carver. For more information 
about WestStar, contact Virginia Grimes, assistant director, at vgrimes@
utm.edu or 731-881-7787.

Trail Life Camp Fun
Trail Life Camp was held at Crockett Mills Community Center June 6 

thru 10. Crockett boys had an opportunity to try archery, bb guns, knot 
tying, slingshots and knife safety. Boys in kindergarten thru 5th grade are 

welcome to join the fun. All the lessons and activities are tied to scripture. 
Boys meet weekly at the Alamo Methodist Church during the school year. 
Adam Buckingham serves as Trail Life leader.
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East Financial 
Hosts

Ribbon-Cutting
Kyle East, family and employees 

of East Financial Services in Alamo 
recently welcomed the Ambassadors 
from the Crockett County Chamber 
of Commerce, friends and members 
of the community to a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony.

Welcome to the community, East 
Financial Services. 

For more information, please con-
tact East Financial Services at 731-
345-4040 or stop by 96 S. Bells St. 
in Alamo.

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Eurasian shrubs
 7. Strikes and rebounds
13. Group of advisers
14. Modern necessity
16. Top lawyer in the land
17. Philadelphia university
19. Of I
20. Functions as a laser
22. Basketball phenomenon Jeremy
23. Famed island
25. Parent-teacher groups
26. Distributes
28. Self-immolation by fi re ritual
29. Ad __
30. Circulation problem (abbr.)
31. Brother or sister
33. A famous “Squad”
34. Stage actor Anthony
36. Violent seizure of property
38. Saclike cavities
40. Sound units
41. Counts on
43. Dad
44. Woman (French)
45. A digital tape recording of sound
47. Polish Baltic peninsula
48. Recipe measurement
51. Requests out of dire need
53. Precious stone weight unit
55. The immaterial part of a person
56. Anoint
58. Golf score

59. Supernatural
60. Northwest Territories
61. Can be made suitable
64. A professor’s helper
65. Having a toothlike edge
67. Got atop a horse
69. Judged
70. Static balance between oppos-

ing forces

CLUES DOWN
 1. Flowing
 2. Computer department
 3. Lasts
 4. DiFranco and Samsonyan are 

two
 5. __ de sac
 6. Merchant
 7. Hosts fi lm festival
 8. State of agitation of fuss
 9. A way to praise
10. Opaque gems
11. McKinley is one
12. Smallest interval in classical 

Western music
13. Famed designer Lauren
15. Occupies
18. Small island (British)
21. Misuse of the sacred
24. Covers with a thin sheet
26. Most valuable player
27. Title of respect
30. Investigated discreetly

32. Belonging to the bottom layer
35. Black tropical American cuckoo
37. Music genre
38. Indicates one is in mourning
39. Secured forever
42. Bodily cavity
43. A dog is one
46. Chose to do something
47. Annoy persistently
49. Large hotel rooms

50. Beg
52. Docket
54. Subway dwelling rodent
55. Sources
57. Mild Dutch cheese
59. Spanish city
62. Consumed
63. Ballplayer’s tool
66. Midway between north and east
68. Atomic #3

Crossword    Answers on Page 29.
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NWTEDC Plans 
Mobile Food
Distribution

The Northwest TN Economic Devel-
opment Council in cooperation with the 
United States Department of Agriculture 
will be distributing commodities Wednes-
day and Thursday July 20 – 21, 2022 at 
8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in Crockett Coun-
ty.

Products will be distributed at 142 Con-
ley Road in Alamo in the Family Resource 
Center with residents scheduled to pick up 
their commodities according to their last 
name. Residents whose last names begin-
ning with letters A – H pick up their food 
on Wednesday, July 20; last names begin-
ning with letters I – Z commodities will be 
available on Thursday, July 21.

For more information call 731-696-
2871.

In accordance with federal law and 
(USDA) policy, the NWTEDC is an equal 
opportunity employer and does not dis-
criminate in services to clients on the basis 
of race, creed, color, religion, age, nation-
al origin or disabilities.

Where Is The Crockett Rocket?
Alamo Mayor John Av-

ery Emison and wife Judy 
recently visited the New 
York Finger Lakes and 
took some pictures. They 
also stopped at Virginia 
Military Institute (VMI), 
where John is pictured 
with The Crockett Rocket 
in front of the main cadet 
barracks at a statue of Gen-
eral George C Marshall, 
who was a 1901 VMI grad-
uate.

Share your travels with 
The Crockett Rocket and 
our readers. Email photos 
of your travels with The 
Rocket to rocketmail68@
yahoo.com, online at 
www.crockettnews.com 
or by mail to The Crockett 
Rocket, P.O. Box 425, Al-
amo, TN 38001. You may 
also send it by text to 731-
414-4924.
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UT Martin Faculty Member Leads Team to 
20 Medals at Special Olympics USA Games

Dr. Clinton Smith, associate pro-
fessor of special education at the 
University of Tennessee at Martin 
and area director for Upper West 
Tennessee – Area 7 Special Olym-
pics, accompanied eight Tennessee 
athletes to the Special Olympics 
USA Games, June 5-12, in Orlan-
do. This year’s event was one of the 
largest events in history; more than 
5,500 Special Olympics athletes 
and coaches participated, and more 
than 125,000 spectators attended.

The athletes Smith directly 
coached in track-and-fi eld events 
earned a total of 20 medals, includ-
ing four gold medals, three silver 
medals and two bronze medals. 
Garrett Dinning, a rising junior at 
Westview High School in Mar-
tin and son of UT Martin graduate 
Jill Dinning, earned fourth place 
in the mini javelin event and the 4 
x 100-meter relay as well as sixth 
place in the long jump event. Team 
Tennessee earned 32 gold medals, 
22 silver medals and 21 bronze 
medals based on the efforts of 133 
athletes.

For Smith, watching the athletes 
enjoy the games along with seeing 
them have their needs met were the 
most memorable parts of the trip. 
Most of his team members were 
experiencing the event for the fi rst 
time, so competing with others on 
a national scale was a completely 
new experience.

“The way it works is we can’t be 

on the fi eld. We have to drop them 
off and then go pick them up after 
they complete their event,” Smith 
said. “When I go pick them up, 
(I) get this big bear hug. They say, 
‘Coach, I did it.’”

Not only were the athletes able 
to compete with others and make 
friends, but they also received health 
screenings and specialized equip-
ment through the Special Olympics 
Healthy Athletes program.

“There was a girl there from 
Tennessee that received two brand 
new hearing aids, and as they were 
going back to the resort area, she 
said, ‘I can hear the bugs,’” Smith 
said. “Everybody got a free pair of 
shoes. If they needed glasses, they 
got glasses.”

By providing his athletes with 
guidance and support, Smith hopes 
he can show them that they are ca-
pable of succeeding through hard 
work and practice.

“When people hear, ‘Oh, he’s got 
a disability, he can’t do this,’ I’m 
like, ‘Well, wait a 

minute now. Let’s look at their 
strengths and not their challenges,’ 
and you build on their 

strengths,” Smith said.
For more information about Up-

per West Tennessee Special Olym-
pics or the UT Martin special 
education program, visit https://
area7sotn.com or contact Smith at 
csmit279@utm.edu.

Dr. Clinton Smith, UT Martin associate professor of special education 
and area director for Upper West Tennessee – Area 7 Special Olympics, 
accompanied eight Tennessee athletes to the Special Olympics USA 
Games, June 5-12, in Orlando. Among those Smith coached was 
Garrett Dinning, a rising junior at Westview High School in Martin. 
Dinning earned fourth place in the mini javelin event and the 4 x 
100-meter relay as well as sixth place in the long jump event. Smith 
and Dinning are pictured with Garrett’s mother, Jill Dinning.
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UT Martin
Bestows Degrees 
to Local Residents

Several Crockett County residents 
were among students who received 
degrees from the University of Ten-
nessee at Martin during spring com-
mencement ceremonies held May 6 
and May 7, 2022.  UT Martin host-
ed three in-person commencements 
to promote safety for graduates and 
their families while recognizing 
the class of spring 2022’s accom-
plishments. Each commencement 
was livestreamed via Facebook and 
YouTube for those unable to attend. 

The students receiving under-
graduate degrees were:

Alamo – Jimmie Randle DePriest; 
Logan W. Johnston; Joseph Dillon 
Mooney; Amy Elizabeth Williams.

Bells – Sydnee Rae Kalinisan; 
Charles Derick Lee.

The students receiving graduate 
degrees were:

Alamo – William H. Rigby.
Bells – Elizabeth Louise Cooke.
UT Martin is a comprehensive 

regional institution in the Univer-
sity of Tennessee System offering 
18 bachelor’s degree programs and 
fi ve master’s degree programs. The 
main campus in northwest Tennes-
see is one of fi ve primary UT cam-
puses, and UT Martin regional cen-
ters are located in Jackson, Parsons, 
Ripley, Selmer and Somerville. For 
more information, visit utm.edu.

Crossword      Puzzle on Page 26.
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