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The Crockett Rocket is printed by offset and published once per month. The deadline for advertisement and article submission in The Crockett Rocket 
is the last Friday of every month. Submissions received after that date will be published in the following scheduled publication.

Giving a Little More
The holiday season is a time of giv-

ing. The generosity on display during 
the holiday season may not have an 
official start date, but the first Tues-
day after Thanksgiving Day may be 
the unofficial beginning of giving.

Even though Giving Tuesday may 
be the catalyst for charitable efforts, 
it doesn’t need to end there. People 
are urged to be generous all year long, 
including throughout the holiday sea-
son. Here are some seasonally specif-
ic ways to give back a little more.
• Pay it forward by treating someone 

behind you in the checkout line to 
coffee, fast food, a candy bar, or 
whatever else suits you at the time. 
Perhaps he or she will do the same 

and keep the generosity going.
• Keep extra dollars in your pocket 

and be generous to charities seeking 
donations outside of stores. A cup of 
coffee or hot chocolate goes a long 
way toward warming up the people 
manning the collection pots as well.

• Adopt a family who is less fortunate 
and purchase some gifts on their 
wish list. Many community cen-
ters and churches have contacts for 
needy families who could use some 
support this season.
Giving can be the focus of the 

holiday season, and in ways that are 
meaningful to the people on the re-
ceiving end of the generosity.

Frozen on 
Stage Now

Frozen opens this 
Thursday at 7 p.m. at 
Crockett High with 
cast members from 
every community. 
Tickets $10. Other 
performances at 2 Sat-
urday and Sunday and 
7 Saturday. Don't miss 
this special show with 
our local fourth, fi fth 
and sixth grade talent!

OBITUARIES
Cathie J. Davis

December 5, 1949 - October 31, 2019

Funeral Services for Ms. Cathie J. Da-
vis, 69, were held Sunday, November 3, 
2019 at 2:00 p.m. at Ronk Funeral Home 
with Larry Harper offi ciating.

Ms. Davis passed away October 31, 
2019. She was born on December 5, 1949 
to Ollie Lloyd Norville and Henrietta 
“Peggy” Permenter Norville. She is pre-
ceded in death by her parents.

Surviving relatives include sons Scot-
ty Davis (Michelle) and Jeremy Davis; 
sisters Faye Norville-Hinson (Tim) and 
Janice Norville-Webb; special friend 

Ricky Taylor; 
and grandchild 
Harleigh Grace 
Davis.

Visitation for 
Ms. Davis was 
Saturday, No-
vember 2, 2019 
from 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at Ronk Fu-
neral Home.

Committal Service/ Burial was held at 
Cypress Cemetery after the funeral.
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NAACP Honors County 
Leaders at the Crockett 
Freedom Fund Banquet

Under the leadership of Branch 
President, Rev. Dr. Lenwood Reed, 
some 220 people across Crockett 
and other counties in Tennessee, 
were present, on Saturday, Oc-
tober 26, 2019 at 5:30PM at the 
Crockett County National Guard 
Armory for the Crockett County 
NAACP Freedom Fund Banquet. 

Using the theme “Change Mo-
ments into Movements,” guests 
were encouraged to think beyond 
a single issue and make it a move-
ment for change.

The Jurnett Brothers of Maury 
City presented the colors and the 
pledge of allegiance was led by 
county veteran services represen-
tative Larry Simmons. Immedi-
ately following, guests sang along 
with an inspiring video of The Ne-
gro National Anthem – Lift Ev’ry 
Voice and Sing.

The County community lead-
ers presented with service awards 
were: Victor Claybrooks, Jr., 
Emerging Leader; Lafrancine 

“Peaches” Brown, Humanitarian; 
Martha Edmonds, Meritorious 
Service; and Larry Simmons re-
ceived the highest honor of Free-
dom Fighter Award. 

Banquet speaker, Alexis Cole, 
Miss Black Tennessee 2019, told 
HERstory of changing a moment 

into a movement by encouraging 
everyone to be true and be you. 
She appealed to the youth pres-
ent, especially young girls, en-
couraging them not to allow low 
self-esteem or other obstacles to 
defi ne you. Miss Cole also enter-
tained the audience by playing her 

alto saxophone. Fitzgerald Mann, 
Haywood Co. guest said “the 
event was phenomenal; the num-
ber of youth present was astound-
ing”.

Featured speaker Jerry Reese, 
former senior vice president and 
general manager for the New York 
Giants football team, told HISto-
ry of changing a moment into a 
movement. Mr. Reese brought and 
showed his two super bowl rings 
to the audience, and detailed his 
experiences in high school, col-
lege all the way to serving as Gen-
eral Manager for the New York 
Giants. The branch presented him 
with a $500.00 donation to his 
youth foundation, Team4Success 
in Lauderdale County.

Guests enjoyed a delicious meal, 
prepared by Lane College catering 
under the direction of James Syl-
vester. Freedom Fund Co-chairs 
Dr. Robin Gadsden-Dupree and 
Dr. June Murry encouraged the 
audience to take the moment of 

The Jurnett Brothers present colors

Victor Claybrooks receives the Emerging 
Leader Award

Laura Sain accepts for Martha Edmonds - 
Meritorious Service Award

LaFrancine Brown receives the Humanitarian 
Award
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attending the banquet and be in-
spired by the community and the 
speakers to do more.

Branch 1st Vice President, Kev-
in Ellison and Membership Chair, 
Jerrel Little asked the audience to 
join the Crockett County NAACP 
Branch.

Dr. Reed said “we are grateful 
for the support of our partners, 
sponsors and patrons.”

Pinnacle Partners were; JAHO, 

Dr. David Curwen, Bucks Chapel 
Baptist Church, Maury City Com-
munity Church of God in Christ, 
The Jessie T. Sr., & Farrar Apple 
Memorial Scholarship, The TN-
NAACP, and the Jackson Madi-
son County NAACP. Torchbearer 
Sponsors were; The Jackson-Mad-
ison County African-American 
Chamber of Commerce, Golden 
Circle Insurance Agency, Bask-
erville Funeral Home, New First 

Baptist Church, Central High 
School Alumni Associates and 
Wee Care Preschool. Trailblaz-
er sponsorships were; Dyersburg 
State Community College, Gib-
son Electric Membership Corpo-
ration, The K.A.P.P.A Foundation. 
Pioneers Sponsors were; The City 
of Bells, Bank of Crockett, Peo-
ples Bank, Jasper Taylor IV, Atty, 
Jim Emison, Atty. and Mansfi eld’s 
Grocery. Patrons were Brian Yan-

cy, Lake City, TX, Amanda Pul-
lum Dammel, Sarasota, FL, Mr. & 
Mrs. Zachary Dupree, Nashville, 
TN, Mae Helen Pullum Jones, 
Indianapolis, IN, Andre Yancy, 
Washington, D.C. Vernell Ander-
son, Jackson, TN, Town of Maury 
City, Donnie King, Jackson, TN, 
and Tommie Gibbs, Brownsville, 
TN.

Larry Simmons receives the Freedom Fighter 
Award

Alexis Cole, Miss Black TN USA 2019, 
performs

Jerry Reese, former GM of the New York 
Giants
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Inspiring Change:
A Special Invitation

BY JUDY POSTON
“One of the best ways to give back to your 

community!”
Its vision – A strong America, safe communi-

ties, and unifi ed people.
Its mission – Inspiring communities to become 

better places to live.
Its motto – Unity for Service
Its core values – Family, Community, Country
Julie Nance Cooke has only been a member of 

Jackson’s Exchange Club since 2016, yet, her ac-
tive involvement has already earned her the title 
of “Exchangite of the Year.”  Even more satisfy-
ing than the honor of the award is the knowledge 
that she is working with others of like mind to 
make a real difference in the town in which she 
resides.  However, Julie could not help but long 
for something such as the Exchange Club to ex-
ist in the Crockett County community in which 
she grew up.  She knew the “small town with the 
big heart” that characterizes both Alamo and the 
surrounding towns and communities would wel-
come such an opportunity to bring in a program 
with much potential to have a great impact on 
the county.

On a recent Tuesday evening, with fall in the 
air and Halloween on the horizon, Julie’s dream 
came true when an “informational” meeting was 
held in the building that serves as the new home 
for the Carl Perkins Center for the Prevention of 
Child Abuse.  A small group of people from all 
walks of life gathered to ask questions and learn 
more about the Exchange Club. Julie welcomed 
each one as they entered the door and introduced 
the offi cers from the Jackson Exchange Club to 
those attending from within the county.  These 
members of Jackson’s Exchange Club have 
pledged to help Crockett County get their own 
program off the ground and running.

The Exchange Club is a National Organiza-
tion.  It is comprised of more than 18,000 mem-
bers and more than 630 clubs, located throughout 
the United States and Puerto Rico.  Its national 
project has always been and always will be child 
abuse prevention.  

It was the Jackson Exchange Club that birthed 
the Carl Perkins Center many years ago.  It re-
mains committed to insuring that this vital as-

set to West Tennessee communities continues to 
benefi t those children and families in need of its 
services.

However, the Exchange Club goes even be-
yond supporting the prevention of child abuse.  
It actually supports three programs of service – 
Americanism, Community Service, and Youth 
Programs.

The organization promotes pride in America, 
an appreciation for our freedoms, and gratitude 
toward those men and women who have served 
in our nation’s Armed Forces as well as law en-
forcement and fi re fi ghters.  The organization 
was, in fact, born in the aftermath of World War 
II, a time of unquenchable patriotism.

Members of the Exchange Club are given 

countless opportunities for community service 
as they seek to identify needs within their towns 
and rural areas and then offer assistance to fi ll in 
gaps in services.

Recognizing that our nation’s youth are its 
most precious resource, the Exchange Clubs 
sponsor activities and events designed to benefi t 
and encourage young people.

Humboldt, Brownsville, Millington, and now 
McNairy County have organized Exchange 
Clubs within their own communities.  Most of 
these chapters meet once a month, right after 
work, keeping the length of their meetings to no 
more than one hour.  Each meeting begins with 
prayer, pledge to the fl ag, a patriotic song, and a 
reciting of the club’s “covenant of service.”

Efforts Underway to Revive Exchange Club Locally
Those attending the informational meeting concerning bringing The Exchange Club to 
Crockett County included: (left to right) Angela Boone, Bethany Outlaw, Kathy Kail, Donna 
Criswell, Judy Poston, Julie Cooke, Sidney Sherrod, Sydni Turner, and Tonya Bain.
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The present goal is for Crockett’s 
Exchange Club to induct charter 
members by its third meeting and 
offi cially receive its charter within 
the month of December.  Both in-
dividuals and businesses are invited 
to become members.

The next meeting is scheduled 
for Tuesday, November 12, @ 
5:30.  The meeting will be held in 

the board room at Bells City Hall.  
Mark your calendar.  Save the day. 
The community is invited to attend.  
This, too, will be an opportunity to 
ask questions and learn more about 
the Exchange Club and what its 
inception can mean for Crockett 
County.

In the meantime, check out Face-
book pages for the National Ex-

change Club, the Jackson Exchange 
Club, and West Tennessee’s newest 
chapter, McNairy County Exchange 
Club.  Those interested will enjoy 
fi nding out what other clubs are 
doing and be encouraged by the 
possibilities that can be brought to 
Crockett County to enhance life in 
our own communities.

The invitation has been given.  

Come be a part of this exiting op-
portunity for Crockett County. 

*NOTE:  Some information taken 
from “Inspiring Change,” an infor-
mational brochure from The Na-
tional Exchange Club.

Inspiring Change: A Special Invitation

Lending A 
4-H Hand
Crockett County 4-H 

members recently spent a 
day volunteering with Hab-
itat for Humanity in Mem-
phis. The future residents 
of 1881 Carver Avenue are 
forever in your debt!

Where’s the Rocket?

The Crockett Rocket went to the Caribbean Island of Turks & Caicos 
with Charlotte Naylor, Carla Naylor and Tanya & PJ McGhee.

Share your travels with The Crockett Rocket by emailing a picture and 
details to rocketmail68@yahoo.com.
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Miss Arnswald,
Mr. Crawley Plan

November Ceremony
Bobby and Angie Crawley of Jackson wish to announce the upcoming 

marriage of their son Daniel Blake to Grace Katherine Arnswald.
Grace is the daughter of Kerry and Terry Arnswald of Davison, Michi-

gan.
The vows will be exchanged November 9, 2019, at 2:00 pm at Faith Bap-

tist Church in Davison.
Daniel is the grandson of Rosalie Follis Crawley of Alamo and Phyllis 

Wolfe of Jackson. Miss Brasfi eld,
Mr. Carmichael
Exchange Vows

Amber Marie Brasfi eld of Alamo and Christopher David Carmichael of 
Jackson were united in marriage on September 6, 2019 at HH Farms in 
Monticello, Georgia.

The bride is the daughter of Ricky and Anna Brasfi eld of Alamo.  She is 
the granddaughter of Jim and Doris Brasfi eld of Alamo and Billy and Hel-
en McCarley of Memphis.  The groom is the son of Mike and Libby Car-
michael of Jackson.  He is the grandson of the late Bill and Tommie Car-
michael of Germantown and the late Pacaud and Phyllis Bell of Jackson.

Congratulations and best wishes to Amber and Christopher as they begin 
this new stage of their life together.
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SERVING
CHRIST

BY JUDY POSTON
She had always been a stay-at-home mom.  

Now that her kids were in school, however, she 
found herself with a couple of mornings a week 
“to give back.”  Originally from the town of Mar-
tin, Sarah Pettigrew arrived at the Crockett Care 
Council Food Pantry, a faith-based organization, 
to serve as its director, only two years ago, just 
when the organization was “regrouping” to be-
come even more effi cient.

The Care Council doesn’t want anyone to go 
to bed hungry.  Sarah is well aware that, even 
in Crockett County, children and adults search 
garbage dumpsters, longing for a bottle that still 
holds a little water, hoping for a food wrapper 
where a bit of food remains inside.

“Crockett County is a ‘food desert’.”  Sarah 
explains that the community is considered to be 
a high poverty area.  It is surrounded by other 
counties with larger stores and businesses that 
are able to offer donations to help where as-
sistance is needed within their own towns and 
communities.  Crockett County has no such as-
sets.  Although the food pantry is eligible for 
two small grants, there is almost no outside help.  
“We have to rely on Crockett to feed Crockett,” 

says Sarah.  And, she says, “That is an ongoing 
and continuous need.”

The food pantry fi ts under the government’s 
“Feeding America” umbrella.  Its mission is to 
provide emergency food.  It is considered a “last 
resort agency.”  Their goal is to help individuals 
and families through a time of crisis due to job 
loss, illness, or catastrophic events.  The food 
pantry is open each Monday and Wednesday 
morning, 9:00 – 11:00.  They are equipped to 
provide 2 – 3 days supply of food. Eligible indi-
viduals can receive food once a month.

Being underneath the “Feeding America” um-
brella means that the pantry can receive distribu-
tions from the Mid-South Food Bank, in Mem-
phis, the local “Feeding America” distribution 
center.  The Mid-South Food Bank can only do-
nate items which it has on hand.  Crockett Coun-
ty’s Food Pantry can purchase food at only 19 
cents per pound.  While this greatly benefi ts the 
Food Pantry, sometimes items are needed that 
they can’t get.  This means that the Food Pan-
try must heavily rely on contributions from the 
county’s churches, businesses, and individuals.

Schools and school organization as well as 
service organizations, such as scouts, sometimes 
organize food drives.  The food pantry also part-
ners with “Hunters for the Hungry.”  This pro-
vides a great addition to the supply of meat.  One 
hundred percent of all donations – both mone-
tary and food items – stay within the county.

The food pantry attempts to provide families 
with healthy food options, including peanut but-
ter, crackers, canned tuna, soup, mac and cheese, 
canned fruits and vegetables, Ramen noodles, 
and canned ravioli.  It is important that options 
be kid and elderly friendly – items that can easi-
ly be opened and prepared by young and elderly 
alike.

The food pantry currently serves an average of 
200 people per month although that number can 
rise sharply when winter weather forces electri-
cal bills to rise or when school is not in session 
and kids are at home for meals normally served 
at school.

Four volunteers assist those coming to the food 
pantry – Ron Ford, Elaine Kreider, Bret Wilson, 
and Keith Harwell.  Sarah and the others are cog-
nizant that theirs may be the only smile a visitor 
sees that day and strive to make the food pantry 
a welcoming and friendly place to enter.

Board members for the food pantry are Jay 
Hutchens,  Bro and Carol Wirwa, Linda Tay-
lor, John Avery Emison, DeShae Cole, Larry 
Harper, Frank Moore, and Jerry Warren.

A mobile food pantry from the Mid-South 
Food Bank has made two stops in Crockett 
County this year.  Stationed on the grounds 
of First Christian Church, the mobile food 
pantry is able to offer items that could not be 
kept at the regular location on Conley Road, 
dairy products such as milk and cheese.

First Christian Church displays a drop-off 
box for its congregation to contribute food 
items to the food pantry.  Food Rite, in Ala-
mo, also has a box for the convenience of its 
shoppers who can pick up an item or two for 
the box while they are shopping for their own 
families.  Alamo’s Dollar General sets out a 
box for collecting, as well, usually during the 
weeks leading up to Thanksgiving.

Sarah, her team of volunteers, and the pan-
try’s board members encourage other church-
es, businesses, and organizations to set up 
boxes or hold food drives.  Both monetary 
donations and food donations are a necessity 
to keep operations running at the pantry.

As Christians, we are to feed the poor and 
help people who are in need.  Feeding the 
needy is part of serving one another and as 
we serve others we are... serving Christ.

Matthew 25:40 “And the King shall answer 
and say unto them, Verily, I say unto you, In-
asmuch as ye have done [it] unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done [it] 
unto me.”Keith Harwell, a friendly face at the food 

pantry.

Bret Wilson volunteers his assistance at the 
food pantry.
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Gibson EMC Employees 
Serve Community

As part of the Ten-
nessee Electric 
Co-op Day of 

Service, Gibson Electric Mem-
bership Corporation collected, 
packed and delivered food for 
Crockett County schools’ Back-
pack Buddies programs. Em-
ployees of Gibson EMC partici-
pated in a food drive throughout 
the month of October, culminat-
ing on the 30th with the deliv-
ery of more than 1,600 individ-
ual food items and $230 for the 
schools to use for additional 
food purchases.

“We love the places and people 
we serve, and children’s needs 
are close to our hearts,” says 
Emily Sullivan, Vice President 
of Economic Development and 
Community Relations and coor-
dinator for the Day of Service 
project for Gibson EMC. “Back-
pack Buddies programs offer a 
great way for us to partner with 
school administrators, who do so 
much to ensure that students are 
fed and nurtured, not just when 
classes are in session, but also 
over the weekends.”

Food needs are great and school 
budgets are stretched, but area 
schools have found creative 
ways to administer the Backpack 
Buddies program.  On Fridays, 
in the Bells, Alamo and Crockett 
County school systems, teachers 
send each participating student 
home with two snack items, four 
entrees and two desserts.

This is the second consecutive 
year that Gibson EMC employees 
have volunteered to help feed 
children. Last year’s Co-op Day 
of Service Backpack Buddies re-
cipient was Lake County School 
System.

“We have a mission to improve 
life in the communities we serve, 

and that mission goes far beyond 
simply keeping the lights on,” 
says Dan Rodamaker, Gibson 
EMC President and CEO. “Our 
employees believe in that mis-
sion…. and they have been gen-
erous throughout October with 
their donations and service to the 
children of Crockett County.”

The Tennessee Electric Co-op 
Day of Service is coordinated by 
the Tennessee Electric Cooper-
ative Association. Twenty-eight 
separate community service proj-
ects were completed as a part of 
this year’s event. More than 450 
electric co-op employees devoted 
more than 1000 volunteer hours 
across the state.

In the three year history of the 
Day of Service event, 1,200 co-
op employees have volunteered 
2,300 hours to complete 74 com-
munity projects.

Gibson EMC is a consum-
er-owned, not-for-profi t electric 
utility that serves more than 
38,000 meters in eight Tennes-
see and four Kentucky counties.   
Learn more about Gibson EMC at 
www.gibsonemc.com.

From left: Jamie Moore, Anita Green, Cynthia McClure, Tim Rowland, 
Sherry Norman, Emily Sullivan and Daniel Hazlewood.

“We love the places and people we serve, 
and children’s needs are close to our 

hearts.” 
Emily Sullivan, Vice President of Economic Development

and Community Relations and coordinator for the
Day of Service project for Gibson EMC
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More than 100 people 
attended the annual Hal-
loween Costume Party at 
Crockett Golf & Coun-
try Club. The Kimberlie 
Helton Band was very 
entertaining!

Like the Crockett Golf 
& Country Club Events 
Page on Facebook to 
keep up with all the fun 
activities.

Country Club Hosts Halloween Bash
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Library Trustees
Attend Workshop

The members of Crockett Memorial Library’s Board of Trustees recently 
attended the annual Trustees Workshop, held each year, at the Humboldt 
Medical Center.  Those attending were (left - right) Judy Poston, Gail 
Cooke, Jack French, Kyle East, Denise Speight, Beverly Williams, and 
Sylvia Stephenson.

Marching Cavs Place First
Leah Foust and the Crockett County Marching Band recently earned fi rst 

place in competition in the following categories: percussion, color guard, 
general effect, music performance, and visual performance. Impressive! 
Congratulations! Your hard work has paid off in spades at U of M!
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Billy and Melissa Prescott’s BOOtiful decorations welcome trick-or-
treaters.

For all the Halloween goodies and treats he 
received, Elvis (aka) Jake Mansfi eld says, 
“Thank you, thank you very much!”
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A topic that was much discussed 
a few years age, but which is now 
relegated mostly to conversations 
among the older generation – a 
topic still misunderstood by most 
– is “the last days.”  We often over-
hear someone stating “We must be 
in the last days because …” or “We 
must be nearing the last days be-
cause … .”  They remember such 
scriptures as “This know also, that 
in the last days perilous times shall 
come” [2 Timothy 3:1-4].  And 
“Now the Spirit speaketh express-
ly, that in the latter times some 
shall depart from the faith, giving 
heed to seducing spirits, and doc-
trines of devils; Speaking lies in 
hypocrisy; having their conscience 
seared with a hot iron; Forbidding 
to marry, and commanding to ab-
stain from meats, which God hath 
created to be received with thanks-
giving of them which believe and 
know the truth” [1 Timothy 4:1-3].

Because of what they are observ-
ing, they think we have entered, 
or we are about to enter, “the last 
days.”   Actually, we have been in 
the last days for about two thou-
sand years.  “God, who at sundry 
times and in divers manners spake 
in time past unto the fathers by the 
prophets, Hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by His Son, whom 
He hath appointed heir of all 

things, by whom also He made the 
worlds; Who being the brightness 
of His glory, and the express image 
of His person, and upholding all 
things by the word of His power, 
when He had by Himself purged 
our sins, sat down on the right hand 
of the Majesty 
on high; Being 
made so much 
better than the 
angels, as He 
hath by in-
heritance ob-
tained a more 
excellent name 
than they” 
[Hebrews 1:1-
4].  “And it 
shall come 
to pass in the 
last days, saith 
God, I will 
pour out of My 
Spirit upon all 
fl esh: and your 
sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your 
young men shall see visions, and 
your old men shall dream dreams:  
And on my servants and on my 
handmaidens I will pour out in 
those days of My Spirit; and they 
shall prophesy:  And I will shew 
wonders in heaven above, and 
signs in the earth beneath; blood, 
and fi re, and vapour of smoke:  

The sun shall be turned into dark-
ness, and the moon into blood, be-
fore that great and notable day of 
the Lord come:  And it shall come 
to pass, that whosoever shall call 
on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.  Ye men of Israel, hear these 

words; Jesus 
of Nazareth, a 
man approved 
of God among 
you by mira-
cles and won-
ders and signs, 
which God did 
by Him in the 
midst of you, 
as ye your-
selves also 
know:  Him, 
being deliv-
ered by the 
d e t e r m i n a t e 
counsel and 
f o r e k n o w l -
edge of God, 
ye have taken, 

and by wicked hands have cruci-
fi ed and slain:  Whom God hath 
raised up, having loosed the pains 
of death: because it was not possi-
ble that He should be holden of it” 
[Acts 2:17-24].

So, yes, we are defi nitely in the 
last days – for about two thousand 
years now.   So what should we do?  

“Yea, and all that will live godly 
in Christ Jesus shall suffer perse-
cution.  But evil men and seducers 
shall wax worse and worse, deceiv-
ing, and being deceived. But con-
tinue thou in the things which thou 
hast learned and hast been assured 
of, knowing of whom thou hast 
learned them; And that from a child 
thou hast known the holy scrip-
tures, which are able to make thee 
wise unto salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus.  All scrip-
ture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profi table for doctrine, for re-
proof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness:  That the man of 
God may be perfect, throughly fur-
nished unto all good works” [2 Tim-
othy 3:12-17].  “Seeing then that 
all these things shall be dissolved, 
what manner of persons ought ye 
to be in all holy conversation and 
godliness, Looking for and hasting 
unto the coming of the day of God, 
wherein the heavens being on fi re 
shall be dissolved, and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat?” [2 Pe-
ter 3:11-12].  

Charles Yawn
Romans 16:16
church of Christ at Crossroads
Visit us:
2118 Johnsons Grove Rd.
Bells, TN 38006
or at www.coccrossroadsrd.com

God’s Word is Truth
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A Season to Remember
BY JUDY POSTON

“This group is a special group to 
me just because of their attitudes.  
They pushed each other.  The 
pushed me.  They EARNED the 
opportunities they got.  That makes 
me proud.  They (the seniors) will 
be missed for sure,” said Volley-
ball Coach Bobby Rawson.

With a record of 35 wins – 14 
losses – the most wins in the 
school’s history – it has been a 
season to remember for Crockett 
County High School’s volleyball 
team.  Following the team’s win 
at district and regional levels, the 
ladies traveled to state where they 
won one game, fi nishing in the top 
fi ve in the state.  This, too, was a 
big moment in school history.

Raegan Holyfi eld brought home 
the MVP award for both the district 
and region, having led the team in 
kills  - 405 in the season.  Raegan, 
a senior, and the daughter of Kyle 
and Michelle Holyfi eld, began 
playing volleyball in the eighth 
grade, encouraged by her friends, 
most of whom were playing on the 
team as well.  Raegan cites the re-
gional game against Lexington as 
one of the most exciting due to the 
fact that during much of the game, 
the Cavaliers were losing by two 

points only to make a come back 
and walk away with the title.

Raegan recognizes that without 
the backing and support of her 
team, she could never have brought 
home the MVP awards.  “All my 
honors,” she says, “are not just my 
honors.  It took everybody to get 
me where I am.”

What was it like to win the game 
at state level competition?  “The 
highlight of the year!  Amazing!”

The girls tell “we made ourselves 
proud.”  However, one of the big-
gest things for them was clearly 
that they made their coach proud.  
Raegan explains, “As bad as we 
wanted to win, he wanted it a little 
more.”  Coach Rawson, who began 
his volleyball coaching career in 
1990, tells that he has been to state 
with a Crockett County team on 
seven different occasions.  Having 
never won a game at state level, he 
admits he really wanted to walk 
away with a win.

Seven members of the ladies’ 
volleyball team are seniors.  Even 
if they choose not to continue the 
sport they love at college level, 
they each take away values and 
lessons learned from working with 
the team that will follow them the 
rest of their days – things that will 

touch and benefi t every area of 
their lives.

Raegan shares that the theme for 
the year has been, “‘We Over Me.’ 
Better yourself to better the team.”

Madison Hendrix speaks of  tak-
ing with her “the ability to move 
forward beyond mistakes; to look 
ahead, refusing to dwell on mis-
takes or what went wrong.”

Liv Morford says that she learned 
this season “Having a positive 
mindset is the key to success.”

Cara Smith, too, focuses on the 

positive, explaining that this, “al-
lows people to work together so 
much better,” AND, she says, “al-
lows for team chemistry that is un-
beatable.”

Macy Henderson agrees and 
adds, “With everything you do....
know that what you accomplish or 
fail is always in God’s will.”

Haylee Rinks states, that she 
learned, “Working together and 
trusting each other will get you 
far.”

Madelyn Woods tells, “I learned 

Varsity team

Senior members of Crockett County High School’s volley ball team 
surround Coach Bobby Rawson, (left - right) Madison Hendrix, 
Macy Henderson, Haylee Rinks, Raegan Holyfi eld, Cara Smith, Liv 
Morford, and Madelyn Woods.
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to have the courage to go after 
what I want in life, to be grateful 
for what life gives me, to always 
strive to be positive, and never give 
up.”

Raegan surely speaks for all the 
girls when she talks of carrying 
away “so many memories, mem-
ories of every trip.”  She says, “I 
can’t tell much about the games, 
but, we had so much 
fun just being together 
as a team.”

Finally, Coach Raw-
son says, “This was as 
much a team effort as 
anyone can imagine.”  
He adds, “There were 
no jealousies.  They 
were FOR EACH 
OTHER, and, as a 
coach, that is so cool 
to see.  The girls car-
ried with them a pos-
itive energy and, if 
not now, 10 – 15 years 
from now, they will 
recognize that was 

part of their success as much as 
anything.” 

Congratulations to Coach Raw-
son, Assistant Coach Andrew La-
man, Helpers Chastity Rodgers and 
Abby Laman, seniors Madison, 
Macy, Haylee, Raegan, Cara, Liv, 
and Madelyn, AND the rest of the 
amazing team for giving Cavalier 
fans a season to remember.

Junior varsity team
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November 11 - Today we honor 
those who have fought for our free-
dom.

A few of the many from Crock-
ett County who have fought for our 
country are pictured in this issue of 
The Crockett Rocket.

Thank you to all of the brave men 
and women who have served our 
country.

Army Air Corp Staff Segeant John Henry 
“Bunt” Cleek Jr.

Army Air Corp Sergeant 
James Harrell Clement

Air Force Sergeant 
Benny Duane Hamilton

Army Private Specialist 
Morris Denderson Reasons

Army Private First Class 
John Thomas Revelle

Army Air Corp Sergeant 
James Rex Turner
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A Putt Above the Rest…

BY JUDY POSTON
Before Will Rawson’s sophomore year of high school, he had watched 

a little golf, played a little. What he knew of the sport was mostly self-
taught. It was the interest in the game of a friend, who was a member of 
Crockett County High School’s golf team, that became the catalyst that 
propelled Will’s own interest in the sport to deepen. It was the summer 
following his 10th grade year in high school that Will got serious about the 
game, putting in many hours of practice, striving to excel at something that 
he was eager to improve in. 

Now looking back on his senior year, Will says, “It has been a fun sea-
son” full of exciting moments to celebrate for him, and his team mates, 
Logan Clark, Wade Baldwin, Ashton Elmore, Grey Campbell, Cash Piatt, 
and J.J. Zimmer. 

Will, the son of Bobby and Wendy Rawson, loves the challenges of play-
ing a game of golf. “No two courses are the same,” he tells. The group, two 
of whom home school, use the Crockett County Country Club grounds to 
practice during the week. On the weekends, they head to Jackson to hone 

their skills and practice their techniques. 
Hard work and perseverance has paid off. The team seldom lost a game 

and, when they did, says Will, having learned from their mistakes, they 
were more than ready to play that same team again, itching for another 
chance to defeat them, being assured they were more than up to the chal-
lenge. 

Of course, the team members would all agree, the highlight of this year’s 
season was the thrill of making it to state tournaments where, under the 
guidance of Coach Lyle LaRue, they came in at 3rd in the state, with team 
member J.J. Zimmer being named state champion for Tennessee. 

Coach LaRue, who coached his fi rst golf team in 1997 in Dyer County, 
speaks of what he believes is an important key to their success. “Probably 
this group,” he says, “had more fun than any other team.” He explains, 
“That takes away so much stress.” This enables the boys to relax which, in 
turn, helps them play a better game. 

Coach LaRue also works with CCHS’s girls’ golf team who also had a 
great year, coming in at 3rd place in the district. Two members of the la-
dies’ team will graduate this year, Lauren McCarter and Dacey Ellington. 
Will is the sole senior player on the mens’ team. 

Will also enjoys baseball. Having always played, he admits it to be his 
favorite sport. 

His future plans include attending college at Freed Hardeman Universi-
ty. Although there are no plans to continue to play at college level, golf is 
a game Will will enjoy for many years to come. 

Congratulations Will, Logan, Wade, Ashton, Grey, Cash, and J.J. on a 
season well played.

Members of the winning Crockett County High School golf team 
include: Logan Clark, Wade Baldwin, Will Rawson, Ashton Elmore, 
Gray Campbell, Cash Piatt and J.J. Zimmer.

All Crockett Veterans are invited to the Alamo 
City School program on November 11 at 1:30.VETS
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This year’s fundraising efforts garnered 
$92,144.91. Way to go, Crockett County!

Happy Trails to You - Judy Mask saddles up to 
participate in the 2019 Buck Creek St. Jude Trail 
Ride. 

“Success in life has nothing to do with what 
you gain in life or accomplish for yourself. It’s 
what you do for others.” - Danny Thomas

Woods Attends UTM Preview Day
Madelyn Woods (left), of Maury City, attended the University of Tennes-

see at Martin’s Fall Preview Day on Oct. 19. She is currently a senior at 
Crockett County High School. Woods is pictured with her mother, Rhonda 
Woods, while visiting the campus. An additional preview day is scheduled 
for Nov. 16. For more information or to register, visit utm.edu/previewday 
or contact the UT Martin Offi ce of Admissions at 731-881-7020.

Mr. Glen, Mrs. Jennie and Mrs. Sandra, custodians at CCMS

CCMS Honors Custodians
Crockett County Middle School appreciates its custodial staff! Students 

and staff expressed their appreciation with handmade signs and gifts! 
Thank you for all you do to keep our school clean, safe, and a great place 
to be each day!
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Sixth Grade Cavalier’s 
Honor Roll

93 and above
 Haleigh Adams

 Berenice A. Amador
 Luke S. Besinger
 Garner J. Brown
 Regino Buendia-

Fuentes
 Makenna S. Cole

 Lexus E. Copeland
 Bianca Crawford

 Brooklyn S. Delph
 Kaitlyn L. Duncan
 Addalynn G. Dunn
 Joshua L. Foster
 Jayden I. Frye

 Jillian G. Gaines
 Angel E. Garcia

 Baylee R. Griggs
 Carter W. Griggs

 Zerafi n Guardian Jr.
 Rylee G. Hidrogo

 Brayden L. Hopkins
 Abigail T. Keathley

 Chloee K. Kee
 Skylyn M. Kennemore

 Justus N. Lake
 Shawn A. Lilly
 Carlos Lopez

 Ameia E. Lozano
 Braulio A. Marquez

 Robert J. McClanahan
 Keirsten N. McDavid

 John L. McGee
 Emma K. Mentink

 Savannah G. Monroe
 Emily I. Morales
 Lizbeth Negrete

 Ava G. North-Hall
 Emma J. Page

 Raquel R. Perez
 DeMarrian M. Pickens

 Kayleigh D. Pitts
 Liana G. Pollock
 Lorilyn J. Pollock
 Samuel D. Raines
 Cameron J. Ramey

 Sydney L. Ray
 Brenda B. Rios
 Lauren Robbins

 Brayden C. Sanders
 Brody T. Story

 Remington T. Triplett
 Riley T. Turner

 Aleya G. Valenzuela
 Riley B. Winchester

 Mason K. Wood
 Coaldin R. Woods
 DaShawn Wyatt

Seventh Grade 
Cavalier’s Honor Roll

93 and above
 Chloe E. Adkisson

 Christopher JR. 
Anderson

 Jocsan J. Balderas
 Markayla D. Belliford

 Gregory L. Berry
 Braelyn M. Bonds
 Kaelyn S. Bonds

 Hunter P. Brisentine
 Miracle C. Butler
 Hannah L. Carter
 Lanyah O. Cathey
 Richard Chapina

 Emma R. Chavers
 Adam S. Clark

 Alden R. Collins
 Travis M. Cork
 Katie J. Crook

 Parker H. Davis
 Madison L. Dillon

 Caleb R. Dolan
 Brennan L. Firmin
 Noah P. Fitzhugh
 Ethan A. Foust
 Ruby V. Garza

 Eli X. Greenberg
 Reese D. Griffi n

 Brookelyn F. Hart
 Collin L. Hart
 Ethan G. Hart

 Sophie L. Hatcher
 Dillon C. Holden

 Christian S. Hughes
 Lora J. Hutson

 Darius M. Johnson
 Kaylee M. Johnson

 Xavier D. Jones
 Emily K. Jowers
 Bradley A. King
 Jacob L. King

 Grayson C. Lambert
 Preston M. Lambert
 Carley E. Lampley
 Samuel C. Lindsey
 Sadiyah L. Little
 Cadie E. Loggins

 Yahir E. Lopez-Negrete
 Lily D. Maddox
 Ivy L. Maness
 Josue Martinez
 Colton L. Mayo

 Natalie J. Mazariegos
 Madison C. McCoy
 Lelah R. Mccurrie

 Madison B. McGuire
 Faith A. Mentink

 Addison C. Mitchell
 Adilen Morales

 Alexis M. Morales
 Mason M. Morris

 Nora C. Nichols
 Aracell M. Ontiveros

 Kaylen Park
 Ayden A. Pickens
 Brooks J. Plunk
 Raylen K. Pruitt
 Tyler J. Rathbun
 William Reeves
 Anthony Roberts

 Jackson R. Sanders
 Santiago Santos

 Elizabeth H. Stewart
 Carlos H. Vega

 Amaria R. Walker
 Chloe R. White

 Meredith E. Whittemore
 Wymon L. Woods
 Jathen D. Young
 Lake L. Zamudio

Eighth Grade 
Cavalier’s Honor Roll

 93 and above
Haley L. Aldridge

Jasmine D. Anderson
Ismael Antunez
Zayda T. Avery

Adam V. Booker
Steven A. Brown
Aiden S. Butler

Rhett Butler
Brady E. Cagle

William P. Campbell
Yathziry Candelario
Jonathan Carmona
Cristian G. Carrillo

Grant E. Carroll
Lillyan G. Carter
Kimber E. Cisco

Gabrielle E. Claybrooks
Rachel M. Combs
Melina A. Cook
Zackary Cotten
Carlee J. Cox

McKenzie L. Crutchfi eld
Curtis L. Davis II
Tyler L. Doughten
Isabela L. Estrada
Lindsey Y. Fabian

Aiden R. Floyd
Kevin J. Garduno

 Emily Garza
 Jaden T. Gibson

 Joseph K. Gilliland
 Davian D. Green

 Charity U. Greenhill
 Jared R. Haynes
 Lane B. Hicks

 Kahlen L. Higgs
 Jackson C. Hilliard
 Maggie K. Hunter
 Carmen J. Jelks

 Braylin A. Johnson

 Hannah N. Johnson
 Kenzi N. Johnson
 Emma R. Jones
 Edgar A. Juarez
 Malea E. Kail

 Samuel Q. Kalinisan
 Nevaeh Keener
 Richard L. Lake

 Angelina M. Lipford
 Clarence J. Luten
 Gracelyn J. Miller
 Sydney A. Miller

 Natalie E. Moncier
 Olivia G. Moore
 Joshua C. Nieves
 Amelia L. Pankey

 Braden S. Park
 Jesse A. Phillips
 Joseph D. Pigue
 Karly G. Pigue
 Alli G. Porter

 River E. Powell
 Aracely Procopio
 Ester G. Procopio
 Carson B. Pruitt
 Jordan K. Rainey
 Carlie H. Reasons

 Antonio L. Jr Reeves
 Osvaldo J. Sanchez
 Hadleigh E. Sanders

 Silvia S. Santos
 Tyler W. Sills

 Michael L. Simmons
 Lily E. Smith

 Connor C. Springfi eld
 Embryia J. Taylor
 Joseph B. Tucker
 Jennifer Tzintzun
 William S. Valdez

 Alejandra E. Vargas
 John A. Vasquez

 Aniya G. Whiteside
 Sujey K. Zurita

Sixth Grade 
Principal’s Honor Roll

85-92 average
 Jonathon Balentine

 Janneth Bautista
 Ryan C. Beene

 Braylon T. Cook
 Brody R. Cotner
 Karly G. Davis

 Cherish D. Fowler
 Kamauri K. Harrell
 Keeton E. Holyfi eld
 Brandon L. Ingalls
 Marlee G. Kellough

 Gracyn N. Lyerla
 Makayla M. Manley
 Cristal J. Martinez
 Maddox M. Patton

 Darcy R. Puffer

 Joshua Carter Reese
 Crystal R. Riddle

 Seth W. Riley
 Anna K. Stallings
 Kory W. Worrell
 Emma K. Wright

 Eminence H. Young

Seventh Grade 
Principal’s Honor Roll

85-92 average
 Warner G. Boals
 Ashley R. Boone
 Carter A. Breland
 Katie M. Brewer
 Zoey D. Burleson

 Karlee R. Castellaw
 Kelley W. Cooke
 Alyssa Cuevas

 Harrison M. Davis
 Jiorgia A. Elmore
 Jack C. Fancey

 Christopher J. Farmer
 Cade R. Freeman
 Kylee H. Garrett

 George E. IV Goldsby
 Robert L. Hamilton
 Eleanor C. Haynes

 Jamie A. Hicks
 Sadie L. Hoover
 Rebecca Hughes
 Avery L. Hurst

 Rachel R. Jordan
 Stephanie Z. Joyner

 Lillie King
 Ethan S. Lay

 Chandler J. Lewis
 Chayse D. Lewis
 Haley B. Lewis

 McKenzie J. Maness
 Lucas T. Manley
 Jasmine Martinez 

Contreras
 John T. Mayfi eld

 Mackenzie McCormick
 Jocelyne Ortiz

 Gayle L. Prescott
 Garet H. Rawson

 MaKayla F. Reeder
 Daniella A. Rios

 Alayna K. Scallion
 Xander S. Sollis

 James A. Stolarick
 Landon B. Trimmer

 Lino Velazquez
 Daniel L. Wilson
 Charlize J. Wood

Eighth Grade 
Principal’s Honor Roll

85-92 average
 Peyton M. Amicone

 Hagen L. Bell

 Avery L. Bowling
 Alexander K. Bragg
 Rebecca L. Butler
 Haydan Castillo
 Sarah K. Cherry
 Lynden K. Cole

 Jamiya R. Coleman
 Maclaren E. Coulston

 Brayden T. Edge
 Conner Ellington

 Kandis E. Ellington
 Jacob W. Essary

 Joy R. Evans
 Alana M. Flores
 Destiny Foster

 Amelia D. Freeman
 Maria L. Galvan
 Shelby K. Gantt

 Olivia C. Gardner
 Joseph R. Gould

 Samuel L. Hatcher
 Brooklyn J. Haynes

 Paige E. Helton
 Baker W. Jones
 Kloie N. Kail

 Shyann N. Kelch
 Noah A. King

 Sydnee K. King
 Kinleigh T. Lamb
 Kristin I. Lewis
 Thomas C. Long

 Parker M. Mansfi eld
 Sarah A. Manuel

 Jorge Matias Leon
 Libby E. McBryde
 Megan F. McCall
 Miles T. McCarter
 Wyatt L. Mitchell

 River Moore
 Lesley Morales

 Cannon C. Morris
 Morgan B. Mosier
 Farrah G. Nelson

 Jackson B. Nichols
 Mary-Alan O’Quin

 Caleb A. Perry
 Kyla J. Phillips

 Jackson R. Rawson
 Alyssa Rice

 Leyla E. Silva
 Braeden W. Smith
 Skyler Smothers
 Ariana R. Steed

 Casey A. Thornton
 Makenna Tibbs

 Memory E. Utley
 Preston L. Vernon
 Bailey A. Whitby

 Jonathan E. Wilkins
 Allie P. Williams
 Mary R. Wilson
 Addison E. Work

Crockett County Middle School Honor Roll
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Running the Race
BY JUDY POSTON

Jewel MacLemore, Emma Mad-
dox, Jordan Vasquez, Alyssa Roy, 
Alea Cates, and Mary Scott Tritt, 
under the direction of Coach Ju-
lie Crider, and Assistant Coach 

Charles Evans – others recog-
nize them as Crockett County 
High School’s girls’ cross coun-
try team.  Mary Scott, however, 
knows them as family, explain-
ing that together the group has 
learned a lesson that will follow 
them their entire lives..... “how 
to build a family out of people 
you wouldn’t normally even in-
teract with.”  Her favorite time 
spent with this family happens 
after their races when they go out 
to eat together.  Mary Scott de-
scribes the meal as “a time just to 
talk and encourage one another.

Mary Scott, the daughter of 
Jenny Hopper and Chad Tritt, at-
tended Bells Elementary School.  
As a basketball player, she dis-
covered she loved to run sprints.  
When the opportunity to partic-
ipate in the cross country pro-
gram at Crockett County Middle 

School was advertised, she de-
cided to join.  As a part of this 
team, she won the very first race 
she entered.

Now, as a high school junior, 
Mary Scott labels this year, with 
the girls’ team placing 6th in 
regionals and the boys placing 
5th,  their “best season yet.”  As 
a freshman, she broke the re-
cord at Crockett County High for 
completing the 5K in the shortest 
amount of time – 20:35.  She has 
now broken her own record 3 dif-
ferent times, this year topping all 
previous times with 20:07.  Com-
ing in first place in the region – 
not only qualifies her to compete 
in the November 2 competition at 
State Level, held at Percy Warden 
State Park, near Nashville, but al-
lows Mary Scott to make school 
history as the first female to win 
the region races.

Mary Scott says she has not done 
things much different this season 
than at any other time in preparing 
for cross country, although she did 
run an impressive total of some 
300 miles over the summer break 



Page 28The Crockett Rocket - November 2019 www.TheCrockettNews.com

earlier this year.  Some of those miles were with 
her team.  Part of them she ran alone.  In ready-
ing herself for state competition, Mary Scott 
has used a technique known as tapering, start-
ing early during the week of the race running 5 
miles and tapering off the distance by decreas-
ing her miles each day.  She tells a second valu-
able lesson learned in her years of cross country 
is “how to push yourself to get better.”

Early in the season, team members made the 
most of the opportunity to run the state course 
so they would know what it was like if and 
when they qualifi ed to participate at that level.

Mary Scott was able to sandwich our in-
terview in between after school practice and 
Wednesday night church services.  Mary Scott, 
who serves as Beta’s vice president and as sec-
retary for Fellowship of Christian Athletes, 
is active in the Student Council.  Outside of 
school, her extracurricular activities include 
taking voice at the Kincaid – Gooch Studios 
and serving on the Chrysalis Team.  As part 
of the cross country team, she and her fellow 
team mates spend a good deal of time on the 
road traveling to Martin, Memphis, and Nash-
ville for competitions as there are few schools 
nearby that offer the cross country program.

As for her future, Mary Scott is working to-
ward attending school to become a doctor of 
optometry.  Although she does not plan to con-

tinue at the college level in the activity she has 
succeeded so well in, she knows the lessons and 
values she has learned from the sport will help 

her succeed in any and all future endeavors in 
this race called life.  Blessings and best wishes, 
Mary Scott! 

Members of the Crockett County High School girls’ cross country team include Alea Cates, 
Jewel MacLemore, Emma Maddox, Alyssa Roy, Mary Scott Tritt and Jordan Vasquez.
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Governor Lee Visits Crockett High School
By Judy Poston

Tennessee Governor Bill Lee 
recently visited Crockett County 
High School.

Speaking of the visit, Director 

of Crockett County Schools Phil-
lip A. Pratt states, “It was a great 
success.

“Students led the visit and in-
teracted with Governor Lee and 

his staff in every part of the tour. 
The school’s student council, 
FFA, HOSA, and CTE classes 
represented our school system 
extremely well in every part of 
the visit.”

He shares that Governor Lee 
and his staff were very compli-
mentary of the students, faculty, 

and all the great work that is go-
ing on at CCHS.

He is confident the Governor 
and his staff left with a very pos-
itive image of the Crockett Coun-
ty School System.

Thank you students, faculty, staff, 
and administration for represent-
ing the entire county so well!

Kathryn Gibbons recently discovered these 
pictures while looking through some things that 
once belonged to her mother.

All buildings were once located in Alamo: The 
Baptist, The First Christian, and The Methodist 
Episcopal (now United Methodist).

The last picture is identifi ed with the words 
“Public School.” Could this be the school re-
ferred to in a recent story by a 1919 graduate as 
Crockett County High School?

Pictures of Yesteryear
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